How To Write A Magazine Article 1

How To Write A
Magazine Article

Downloaded
from
remodelicious.com
by Mcintyre &
Montgomery

How To
Write A
Magazine
Article

INTRODUCTION:
THE ART AND
CRAFT OF
MAGAZINE
WRITING

Magazine articles have
a unique power. They
inform, entertain, and
inspire readers in ways
that few other formats
can match. Whether
you dream of seeing
your byline in a glossy
national publication or
you want to contribute
to a niche digital
magazine,

understanding how to
write a magazine
article is an essential

skill for any writer.
Unlike blog posts or

academic papers,
magazine writing
demands a specific

blend of narrative flair,
journalistic rigor, and
audience awareness. A
well-crafted magazine
article draws the
reader in from the very
first sentence and
holds their attention
through a combination
of compelling
storytelling, solid facts,
and a clear, engaging
voice.

If you are ready to
move beyond casual
writing and produce
pieces that editors will
want to publish, you
need a structured
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approach. This guide
will walk you through
every stage of the
process, from
generating ideas that
editors are looking for,
through researching
and interviewing, all
the way to polishing
your final draft. By the
end, you will have a
clear roadmap for
mastering how to write
a magazine article that
stands out in a
crowded field.

UNDERSTANDING
WHAT MAKES A
MAGAZINE
ARTICLE
DIFFERENT

Before you start
writing, it is crucial to
understand the
medium. A magazine
article is not a news
report, though it may
be timely. It is not a
personal blog post,
though it may include
personal perspectives.

Instead, a magazine
article sits in a sweet
spot between
journalism and creative
writing. It is built on a
foundation of solid
reporting, but it is told
with a narrative arc
that keeps the reader
engaged.

Magazine articles
typically fall into
several categories,
including feature
stories, profiles,
investigative pieces,
service articles (how-to
guides), and personal
essays. Each type has
its own conventions,
but the core principles
of strong storytelling,
thorough research, and
a clear central theme
apply across the board.
When you learn how
to write a magazine
article, you are
learning to balance
factual accuracy with
the art of keeping a
reader turning the
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page.

STEP ONE:
FINDING A
STRONG,
RELEVANT IDEA

Every great article
starts with a great
idea. But not every
idea is suitable for a
magazine article.
Editors are looking for
pieces that are timely,
relevant to their
audience, and offer a
fresh angle on a
familiar topic. To
generate ideas that
work, consider the
following approaches:

* Read widely.
Pay attention to
what other
magazines are
publishing. Look
for gaps in
coverage or
topics that could
be explored from
a different
perspective.

e Listen to

conversations.
What are people
talking about in
your field of
interest? What
questions keep
coming up? A
magazine article
often answers a
question that
many people
have but cannot
articulate.
Combine two
unrelated
topics. Some of
the most
memorable
articles come
from unexpected
connections. For
example, an
article about
urban gardening
might explore
how community
gardens reduce
crime rates,
combining
horticulture with
sociology.



e Consider
evergreen
topics. Timeless
subjects like
parenting, career
advancement,
health, and
personal finance
always have an
audience. Your
jobis to find a
fresh angle that
has not been
overdone.

Once you have a few
ideas, test them
against a simple
question: Who is the
target audience for this
article, and what will
they gain from reading
it? If you cannot
answer that question
clearly, the idea may
need more refinement.

Developin

ga
Central
Thesis or

Theme

A magazine article is
not a rambling
exploration of a topic.
It needs a central
thesis or theme that
everything in the
article supports. This is
the "so what" of your
piece. If you are writing
a profile of a chef, your
thesis might be that
the chef's immigrant
background shaped her
unique fusion cuisine in
ways  that reflect
broader cultural trends.
Every paragraph,
quote, and anecdote in
the article should tie
back to that central
idea. This is one of the
most important lessons
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when learning how to
write a magazine
article: stay focused.
A wandering article
loses readers fast.

STEP TWO:
CONDUCTING
THOROUGH
RESEARCH

Good magazine writing
is built on good
research. Even if you
are writing a personal
essay, you need to
ground your story in
facts, details, and
context. Research for a
magazine article
typically involves three
layers:

1. Background
research.
Before you talk
to anyone,
immerse yourself
in the topic. Read
previous articles,
academic
papers, books,
and reputable

online sources.
This gives you
the context you
need to ask
smart questions
later.

. Primary

sources.
Interview people
who have direct
knowledge of
your topic. This
could be experts,
witnesses, or the
subject of your
profile. Quotes
from real people
add authenticity
and human
interest to your
article.

. Observational

research.
Whenever
possible, visit the
places related to
your story.
Describe what
you see, hear,
and smell.
Sensory details
make your



writing vivid and
transport the
reader into the
scene.

Keep meticulous notes
during your research.
You never know which
small detail will
become the anchor for
your entire opening
paragraph. Many
experienced magazine
writers use a system of
index cards or digital
folders to organize
their research by
theme or sequence.

STEP THREE:
STRUCTURING
YOUR ARTICLE FOR
MAXIMUM IMPACT

The structure of a
magazine article is not
an afterthought. It is a
deliberate design that
guides the reader
through your story.
While there are many
possible structures,
most successful

magazine articles
follow a recognizable
arc:

The Lead
(or Lede)

Your opening
paragraph is the most
important part of the
article. If you do not
hook the reader in the
first few sentences,
they will not read the
rest. There are several
types of leads you can
use:

e Anecdotal lead.
Start with a
short, compelling
story that
illustrates your
theme.

e Scene-setting
lead. Describe a
vivid scene that
pulls the reader
into the world of
the article.

e Startling
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statistic or
fact. Open with
a number that
surprises the
reader and
makes them
want to know
more.

* Question lead.
Pose a
provocative
question that the
article will
answer.

Whatever type of lead
you choose, it must be
directly relevant to the
rest of the article. A
clever opening that
does not connect to
your central theme will
feel like a trick, and
readers will lose trust.

The Nut
Graph

After the lead, the nut
graph (or nut graf) tells
the reader what the

article is about and
why it matters. This
paragraph often
appears within the first
few hundred words. It
states the central
thesis and gives the
reader a reason to
keep reading. The nut
graph is a critical
component of how to
write a magazine
article because it sets
the reader's
expectations and
delivers on the promise
of the lead.

The Body

The body of the article
develops your thesis
through evidence,
anecdotes, quotes, and
analysis. Each section
should flow logically
into the next. Use
transitions to guide the
reader smoothly from
one idea to the next.
Within the body, you
can use subheadings to



break up long sections,
but do not rely on
them too heavily. Good
magazine writing flows
like a continuous
narrative, not a
checklist.

The
Conclusio
n

A strong conclusion
gives the reader a
sense of closure
without being overly
neat or sentimental. It
might circle back to
the opening anecdote,
offer a final thought
from an interviewee, or
leave the reader with a
question to ponder.
Avoid introducing new
information in the
conclusion. Instead,
reinforce the central
theme and remind the
reader why the article

mattered.

STEP FOUR:
WRITING WITH
VOICE AND STYLE

Magazine articles are
not written in the dry,
objective tone of
academic writing. They
have a voice. Your
voice as a writer is
what makes your
article unique. It is the
combination of word

choice, sentence
rhythm, and
perspective that
stamps your

personality onto the
page. When you are
learning how to write
a magazine article,
developing your voice
is essential. Editors are
always looking for
writers who sound like
themselves, not like
everyone else.

To develop your voice,
read your draft aloud.
Listen to the rhythm of
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your sentences. Are
they too long and
winding? Chop them
up. Are they all the
same length? Vary
them. Use strong verbs
and specific nouns.
Instead of "walked
slowly," try "shuffled"
or "ambled." Instead of
"a large building," try
"a cavernous
warehouse" or "a
sprawling mansion."

Specificity creates
vividness, and
vividness keeps

readers engaged.

STEP FIVE:
CONDUCTING
EFFECTIVE
INTERVIEWS

Interviews are the
lifeblood of many
magazine articles. A
well-conducted

interview can provide
the quotes and insights
that elevate your piece
from good to
unforgettable. Here are

some tips for getting
the most out of your
interviews:

e Prepare
thoroughly.
Research your
subject before
you ask any
questions. Good
questions come
from good
preparation.

e Listen more
than you talk.
The best
interviewers are
not the ones who
ask the most
questions; they
are the ones who
listen carefully
and follow up on
what the subject
says.

* Ask open-
ended
questions.
Avoid questions
that can be
answered with
yes or no.
Instead, use



prompts like "Tell
me about..." or
"Describe a
moment when..."
Record the
interview.
Always ask for
permission and
record the
conversation.
This allows you
to focus on
listening during
the interview
rather than
frantically taking
notes.

Observe your
surroundings.
When you
interview
someone in
person, take note
of the details
around you. The
stack of books on
their desk, the
way they sip
their coffee, the
view from their
window. These
details can bring
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your profile to
life.

STEP SIX: EDITING
AND POLISHING
YOUR DRAFT

The first draft of your
magazine article is just
that: a first draft. The
real magic happens
during revision. When
you edit, focus on
different layers one at
a time. First, look at
the big picture. Does
your article have a
clear thesis? Is the
structure logical? Does
every paragraph serve
a purpose? Cut
anything that does not
support your central
theme, no matter how
beautifully it is written.

Next, move to the
paragraph and
sentence level. Tighten
your prose. Eliminate
unnecessary words.
Replace weak verbs
with strong ones.
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Check your transitions
between paragraphs.
Read the article aloud
to catch awkward
phrasing and rhythm

issues. Finally,
proofread for grammar,
spelling, and

punctuation errors. A
polished article signals
to editors that you are
a professional who
respects the craft.

Getting
Feedback

Before you submit your
article, get feedback
from trusted readers.
Ask them to tell you
what they remember
after reading it. If their
takeaway matches
what you intended, you
are on the right track.
If not, you may need to
revise your approach.
Feedback is a gift,
especially when you
are still mastering how
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to write a magazine
article.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID

Even experienced
magazine writers fall
into traps from time to
time. Here are a few
common pitfalls to
watch out for:

e The
meandering
lead. If your
opening takes
too long to get to
the point,
readers will lose
interest. Start as
close to the
action as
possible.

e Too many
quotes. Quotes
are powerful, but
they should be
used sparingly.
Only include
quotes that are
vivid, insightful,
or essential to



your narrative.
* Passive voice.
Passive voice
drains energy
from your
writing. Use
active voice
whenever
possible. Instead
of "The award
was won by the
chef," write "The
chef won the
award."
Over-
explaining.
Trust your
readers to infer
meaning. You do
not need to spell
everything out.

Show, do not tell.

Ignoring the
word count.
Most editors give
you a specific
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word count for a
reason. Respect
it. A piece that is
too long will be
cut; a piece that
is too short may
not cover the
topic adequately.

CONCLUSION: THE
JOURNEY FROM
IDEA TO BYLINE

Learning how to write
a magazine article is
a journey that
combines the discipline
of journalism with the
creativity of
storytelling. It begins
with a strong idea,
develops through
thorough research and
careful structuring, and
comes to life through
vivid writing and
meticulous
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