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MASTERING THE
INTERVIEW FOR A
PRESCHOOL
TEACHING
POSITION

S t e p p i n g  i n t o  a n
i n t e r v i e w  f o r  a
preschool teaching role
can feel  both  exciting
and  daunting.  You
have  spent  yea rs
nurturing young minds,
managing  energetic
c l a s s r o o m s ,  a n d
f o s t e r i n g  e a r l y
development. Now, you
need to translate that

p a s s i o n  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o
compelling  answers
that  resonate  with  a
hir ing  committee.
Understanding  the
specific  interview
ques t ions  fo r  a
preschool teacher  is
the  first  step  toward
landing  your  dream
role in early childhood
education.  This  guide
will  walk  you  through
the  most  common
queries, the underlying
skills they assess, and
how to craft responses
that  showcase  your
unique  qualifications.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned educator or a
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f r e s h  g r a d u a t e ,
preparation  is  your
greatest  ally.

WHY PRESCHOOL
TEACHER
INTERVIEWS ARE
UNIQUE

Interv iewing  for  a
preschool  posit ion
differs  significantly
from  interviewing  for
an  e lementa ry  o r
secondary school  role.
The interviewer  is  not
j u s t  l o o k i n g  f o r
academic  knowledge.
They  are  evaluating
y o u r  e m o t i o n a l
intelligence,  patience,
creativity,  and  ability
t o  b u i l d  a  s a f e ,
nurturing environment.
The questions you face
w i l l  p r o b e  y o u r
philosophy  of  early
childhood  education,
y o u r  c l a s s r o o m
management  style,
and  your  capacity  to
connect  with  both
chi ldren  and  their

f a m i l i e s .  B e i n g
p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e
specific  interview
ques t ions  fo r  a
preschool  teacher
demonstrates that you
understand the unique
demands of the role.

The Core
Themes
Employer
s Explore
When  hiring  for  early
childhood  education,
d i r e c t o r s  a n d
administrators focus on
several  key  areas.
These  themes  wi l l
surface  repeatedly  in
your  conversation,
o f t e n  w o v e n  i n t o
seeming ly  s imple
questions.

Child
Development
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Knowledge: Do
you understand
developmental
milestones for
ages three to
five?
Classroom
Management:
How do you
handle
challenging
behaviors while
maintaining a
positive
atmosphere?
Communication
Skills: Can you
effectively
collaborate with
parents and
colleagues?
Creativity and
Flexibility: Are
you able to adapt
lessons and
activities on the
fly?
Passion and
Dedication:
Why did you
choose this field,
and what keeps

you motivated?

Let  us  explore  the
m o s t  c o m m o n
interview questions for
a  preschool  teacher
and  examine  how  to
answer  them  wi th
confidence and clarity.

SAMPLE
INTERVIEW
QUESTIONS FOR A
PRESCHOOL
TEACHER

The following questions
are frequently asked in
preschool  interviews.
Each  one  targets  a
specific  competency.
Use these examples to
s t r u c t u r e  y o u r
preparation.

Tell Us
About
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Yourself
and Your
Experienc

e
This  opening  question
sets  the  tone  for  the
entire interview. While
i t  s e e m s
straightforward,  it  is
your opportunity to tell
a  story.  Avoid  simply
reciting  your  resume.
Instead,  connect  your
background  to  your
pass ion  f o r  ea r l y
childhood  education.
Y o u  m i g h t  s a y
something like, "I have
always been drawn to
the  wonder  of  early
learning.  For  the  past
four  years ,  I  have
worked with three and
four year olds, focusing
o n  p l a y - b a s e d
curriculum  and  social-

e m o t i o n a l
development."  This
response  immediately
s i g n a l s  t h a t  y o u
understand  the  core
values  of  preschool
teaching.

What Is
Your
Philosoph
y of Early
Childhood
Education
?
This is one of the most
crit ical  interview
ques t ions  fo r  a
preschool  teacher.
Your  answer  reveals
your teaching identity.
You  do  not  need  to
name  a  specific
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educational  theorist,
b u t  y o u  s h o u l d
demonstrate  a  clear,
thoughtful  approach.
Fo r  example ,  you
might  emphasize  the
importance of learning
through play,  child-led
exp l o ra t i on ,  and
creating  a  classroom
that feels like a second
home. A strong answer
wil l  be  concise  but
meaningful.  You  could
say, "I believe children
learn  best  when  they
feel  safe,  respected,
a n d  e n g a g e d .  M y
classroom  balances
structured  activities
with  free  exploration,
allowing each child  to
develop  at  their  own
pace."

How Do
You

Handle a
Child
Who Is
Having a
Tantrum?
Behavior  management
is  a  daily  reality  in
preschool. Interviewers
want to know that you
can  rema in  ca lm,
e m p a t h e t i c ,  a n d
effective.  Describe  a
specific  strategy  or  a
step-by-step approach.
You  might  d iscuss
recognizing the child's
feelings,  offering
choices,  and providing
a  calm-down  space.
For  instance:  "I  first
ensure  the  child  and
others are safe. I then
get down to their  eye
level  and  use  a  calm
voice.  I  acknowledge
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their  feelings,  saying
something  like,  'I  see
you  are  very  upset
because  you  want  to
keep  playing.'  Then  I
offer a simple choice or
a  comforting  activity."
This demonstrates both
c o m p a s s i o n  a n d
practical  ski l l .

How Do
You
Incorpora
te
Different
Learning
Styles in
Your

Classroo
m?
Preschoolers  learn  in
many ways. Some are
v i s u a l ,  s o m e  a r e
kinesthetic, and others
a r e  a u d i t o r y .  A
thoughtful  answer
shows that you plan for
diversity.  You  could
discuss using songs for
learning  the  alphabet,
movement  activities
for  counting,  and  art
projects  for  exploring
themes.  Explain  that
you rotate activities to
reach every child. This
response  highlights
your  instruct ional
planning  and  your
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
inclusive  teaching.

BEHAVIORAL
QUESTIONS IN
PRESCHOOL
INTERVIEWS

Behavioral  questions



Interview Questions For A Preschool Teacher 7

7

a s k  y o u  t o  s h a r e
specific  examples  from
your  past  experience.
They are based on the
idea that past behavior
p r e d i c t s  f u t u r e
performance.  These
questions are common
among  interview
ques t ions  fo r  a
preschool  teacher
because  they  reveal
how  you  act  in  real
situations.

Describe
a Time
You
Handled
a Difficult
Parent

Conversa
tion
Parent  communication
i s  a  c o r e  p a r t  o f
preschool  teaching.
When  answering,  use
the  STAR  method.
Describe the Situation,
the Task you faced, the
Action  you  took,  and
t h e  R e s u l t .  F o r
example:  "A  parent
was  concerned  that
their  chi ld  was  not
writing  letters  yet.  I
e x p l a i n e d  t h e
developmental timeline
and  shared  some  fine
motor  activities  we
were  using  in  class.
T h e  p a r e n t  f e l t
reassured  and  we
worked  together  to
support  the  child  at
home." This shows you
are a team player who
values partnership.
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Tell Me
About a
Successfu
l Lesson
You
Planned
This question evaluates
your  creativity  and
ability to meet learning
objectives.  Choose  a
l e s s o n  t h a t  w a s
engaging  and  had  a
clear  goal.  Describe
how  you  set  up  the
ac t i v i t y ,  how  the
children  responded,
and what they learned.
For instance, a sensory
bin activity about farm
animals  that  led  to
vocabulary  building
and  social  play.  This
demonstrates that you
are  intentional  and

reflective  in  your
teaching  practice.

QUESTIONS ABOUT
CLASSROOM
ENVIRONMENT
AND SAFETY

Preschool  teachers
must  ensure  that  the
physical and emotional
environment  is  safe.
E x p e c t  s e v e r a l
interview  questions
fo r  a  p reschoo l
teacher  that  probe
your  approach  to
safety  and  classroom
setup.

How Do
You Set
Up Your
Classroo
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m to
Promote

Learning?
A  we l l - o rgan i zed
classroom  supports
independence  and
exploration.  Describe
your  approach  to
learning  centers.  You
m i g h t  m e n t i o n  a
reading corner, a block
area,  an  art  station,
and  a  qu ie t  zone .
Explain  that  you label
shelves  with  pictures
so  children  can  clean
up  independently.
Emphasize  that  the
s p a c e  s h o u l d  b e
inviting and accessible
for  all  children.  This
shows you understand
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  environment
and  behavior.

What
Steps Do
You Take
to Ensure
Safety in
the
Classroo
m and on
the
Playgroun
d?
S a f e t y  i s  n o n -
negotiable.  Discuss
your  vigilance  during
t rans i t i ons ,  your
k n o w l e d g e  o f
e m e r g e n c y
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procedures,  and  how
you  teach  children
about safety rules. You
might say, "I always do
a  quick  scan  of  the
classroom  for  hazards
before the day begins.
On  the  playground,  I
position myself  to see
all  areas  and  I  teach
c h i l d r e n  t h e
b o u n d a r i e s  a n d
expectations  for  safe
play."  This  answer
conveys  responsibility
and  attentiveness.

QUESTIONS ABOUT
COLLABORATION
AND TEAMWORK

Preschool  teachers
rarely work alone. They
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h
assistants, co-teachers,
s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a n d
administrators.  Your
ability to work as part
of a team is essential.

Describe
Your
Experienc
e
Working
With a
Teaching
Assistant
or Co-
Teacher
Your  answer  should
demonstrate  respect
a n d  c l e a r
communication.  Talk
about  how  you  plan
t o g e t h e r ,  d i v i d e
responsibilities,  and
support each other. For
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example: "My assistant
and I meet briefly each
morning to review the
day's  schedule.  We
c o m m u n i c a t e
throughout  the  day
with  quick  check-ins,
and we share feedback
af ter  part icu lar ly
c h a l l e n g i n g  o r
successful  moments."
This  shows you are  a
co l laborat ive  and
considerate colleague.

QUESTIONS ABOUT
PROFESSIONAL
GROWTH AND
ADAPTABILITY

E a r l y  c h i l d h o o d
education  is  always
evolving.  Interviewers
want to know that you
are  commi t ted  to
learning and growing.

How Do

You Stay
Current
With Best
Practices
in Early
Childhood
Education
?
Mention  workshops,
c o n f e r e n c e s ,
professional reading, or
online  courses.  You
might say, "I belong to
a local early childhood
network and I regularly
read publications from
NAEYC. I also attend at
least  one  professional
development workshop
each  semester."  This
demonstrates that you
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are  a  lifelong  learner
w h o  v a l u e s
professional growth.

Tell Me
About a
Time You
Had to
Adapt
Your
Lesson
Plan on
the Spot
Flexibility is a hallmark
o f  a n  e x c e l l e n t
preschool  teacher.
Share  a  story  where
you  abandoned  your
original  plan  because
the  children  were  not

engaged or because an
unexpected  teachable
moment  arose.  For
example, shifting from
a  planned  craft  to  a
nature  wa lk  when
c h i l d r e n  b e c a m e
f a s c i n a t e d  b y  a
caterp i l la r  on  the
p layg round .  Th i s
answer shows that you
a r e  o b s e r v a n t ,
responsive, and willing
to follow the children's
interests.

QUESTIONS ABOUT
YOUR MOTIVATION
AND FIT

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
i n t e r v i e w ,  t h e
committee  wi l l  be
assessing whether you
are  a  good  fit  for  their
specific  school  culture.
These  final  interview
ques t ions  fo r  a
preschool  teacher
help them gauge your
genuine  interest  and
alignment.
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Why Do
You Want
to Work
at Our
School?
This  is  where  your
research  pays  off.
Mention  specific
aspects  of  the  school
that  appeal  to  you.
Perhaps  their  outdoor
c l a s s r o o m ,  t h e i r
emphasis  on  project-
based learning, or their
diverse  community.
Connect these features
to  your  own  teaching
p h i l o s o p h y .  F o r
example:  "I  admire
y o u r  s c h o o l ' s
commitment to nature-
based  learning,  which
aligns  with  my  belief
that  children  thrive
when  they  have  daily

outdoor  exploration
time." This shows that
you  have  done  your
homework  and  that
you  are  genuinely
enthusiastic.

Where Do
You See
Yourself
in Five
Years?
This question assesses
your  commitment  and
ambition.  You  do  not
n e e d  t o  h a v e  a
detailed  career  map,
but you should suggest
a  t r a j e c t o r y  t h a t
includes growth within
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d
education.  You  might
s a y ,  " I  h o p e  t o
continue growing as a
lead  teacher,  perhaps
taking on a mentoring
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role for new educators
o r  p u r s u i n g  a
specialization  in  early
l i teracy  or  special
education." This shows
that  you  are  invested
in  the  field  and  see
yourself  remaining  in
it.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE
INTERVIEW

Prepara t ion  goes
beyond  rehearsing
answers. To truly shine
during  your  interview,
take  these  practical
steps.

Research
the
School
and Its

Philosoph
y
V i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l
website,  read  their
mission statement, and
unders tand  the i r
approach.  Do  they
fol low  Montessori ,
Reggio  Emilia,  play-
based,  or  a  blended
approach?  Tailor  your
examples  to  fit  their
language  and  values.

Prepare
Your Own
Questions
Asking  thoughtfu l
q u e s t i o n s
demonstrates  your
genuine  interest  and
intelligence.  Consider
a s k i n g  a b o u t  t h e
school's  approach  to
p r o f e s s i o n a l
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development ,  the
t y p i c a l  r a t i o  o f
teachers to children, or
how  they  suppor t
children  with  diverse
needs. This also helps
y o u  d e c i d e  i f  t h e
school  is  the  r ight
place  for  you.

Bring a
Portfolio
A portfolio of your work
can  set  you  apart .
Include photographs of
classroom  setups  you
have designed, sample
lesson plans, examples
of children's work, and
letters  of  appreciation
from  parents.  This
tangible  evidence  of
your  skills  is  powerful.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

B e i n g  a w a r e  o f
potential  pitfalls  can

help you stay on track.
Avoid  these  common
errors when answering
interview  questions
fo r  a  p reschoo l
teacher .

Being too
vague: Provide
specific
examples from
your experience.
Focusing on
discipline
rather than
guidance:
Emphasize
teaching and
positive
redirection rather
than
punishment.
Not showing
enthusiasm: Let
your passion for
children and
learning shine
through.
Criticizing
previous
employers or
colleagues:
Stay professional
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and diplomatic.
Ignoring the
parents'
perspective:
Remember that
parent
partnership is
central to the
role.

SAMPLE ANSWERS
YOU CAN ADAPT

Let  us  look  at  a  few
ful l- length  sample
a n s w e r s  t h a t
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e
principles  discussed
above.  These  are  not
scripts  to  memorize,
but templates you can
personalize  with  your
own experiences.

Sample
Answer:

How Do
You
Support
Social-
Emotional
Develop
ment?
" S o c i a l - e m o t i o n a l
l e a r n i n g  i s  t h e
founda t i on  o f  my
classroom. I start each
day  with  a  morning
m e e t i n g  w h e r e
children  greet  each
other, share news, and
practice  l istening.
Throughout  the  day,  I
model  empathy  and
use  read-alouds  to
discuss feelings. When
conflicts  arise,  I  guide
ch i l d ren  th rough
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problem-solving  steps.
For  example,  I  might
say,  'I  see  you  both
want  the  same  toy.
What  can  we  do  to
solve  this  problem
t o g e t h e r ? '  T h i s
a p p r o a c h  h e l p s
children  develop  self-
regulation  and  social
skills  that  will  serve
them  for  life."

Sample
Answer:
How Do

You
Assess
Young
Children's
Progress?
"I  use  observation  as
m y  p r i m a r y
assessment tool. I take
notes  and  photos
during  free  play  and
structured activities,


