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MASTERING THE
CAMPING MERIT
BADGE: A GUIDE
TO WORKSHEET
ANSWERS

Earning  the  Camping
M e r i t  B a d g e  i s  a
c o r n e r s t o n e
experience for any Boy
Scout.  It  requires  not
only  practical  outdoor
skills  but  also  a  solid
unders tand ing  o f
planning,  safety,  and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
s tewardsh ip .  The
official  Camping  Merit

Badge  Worksheet
serves  as  a  powerful
tool  to  organize  your
learning  and  prepare
for  your  Scoutmaster
conference.  Many
scouts  search  fo r
re l iable  Camping
M e r i t  B a d g e
Worksheet  Answers
to  check  their  work,
understand  complex
requirements,  and
ensure  they  haven't
missed  any  critical
d e t a i l s .  T h i s
comprehensive  guide
provides  a  detailed
walkthrough  of  key
questions and concepts
f o u n d  o n  t h e
worksheet, helping you
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approach  the  badge
with  confidence  and
genuine  knowledge.

Understa
nding the
Camping
Merit
Badge
Workshee
t
T h e  w o r k s h e e t
published  by  the  Boy
Scouts  of  America
(BSA) is not a test but
a study aid. It  mirrors
the  official
requirements from the
S c o u t m a s t e r ' s
Handbook  and  the
merit badge pamphlet.
C o m p l e t i n g  t h e
worksheet  helps  you

gather  information,
t h i n k  t h r o u g h
s c e n a r i o s ,  a n d
d o c u m e n t  y o u r
experiences.  When
looking  for  Camping
M e r i t  B a d g e
Worksheet  Answers,
remember  that  the
answers are not  rigid;
they  should  reflect
your  actual  camping
experiences  and  the
specific  conditions  you
encountered.  The
v a l u e  l i e s  i n  t h e
process of researching,
p r a c t i c i n g ,  a n d
reflecting  on  your
camping  trips.

Key
Requirem
ents and
Their
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Correspo
nding
Workshee

t Sections
The  Camping  Merit
Badge  has  ten  core
requirements.  Each
requirement  typically
translates  into  several
worksheet  questions.
Below, we break down
the  major  areas  and
p r o v i d e  d e t a i l e d
answers  that  you  can
adapt  to  your  own
camping  log.

Requirem
ent 1:
Show

Your
Camping
Gear
W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "List  the
c l o t h i n g  a n d
equipment  you  would
take  on  a  weekend
campout.  Explain  how
each item is used."

Answer
Approach:
Create a
personal gear list
organized by
categories:
clothing (layers,
rain gear, boots),
shelter (tent,
footprint,
stakes), sleep
system (sleeping
bag, pad, pillow),
cooking (stove,
fuel, pot, spoon),
hydration (water
bottles or
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filtration), tools
(knife, flashlight,
multi-tool), and
comfort (camp
chair, camp
shoes). For each
item, write one
sentence on its
purpose. For
example, "A
closed-cell foam
sleeping pad
insulates me
from the cold
ground and
provides
cushioning for a
better night's
sleep." Be
specific to your
gear; avoid
generic lists.
Your worksheet
answers should
demonstrate that
you understand
function and
have used the
gear yourself.

Requirem
ent 2:
Camping
Safety
and First
Aid
W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "List safety
rules  for  cooking,  fire
building,  and  using
tools  at  camp."

Answer Key:
For cooking:
always supervise
a stove, keep
flammable
materials away,
never cook inside
a tent. For fire
building: clear a
10-foot area of
debris, have
water and a
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shovel nearby,
never leave a fire
unattended. For
tools: always
establish a
"blood circle"
when using a
knife or axe,
carry a closed
knife in your
pocket, use a
sheath on axes,
and cut away
from your body.
These are
essential rules
that every scout
must internalize.
Your worksheet
should list at
least three
distinct rules for
each category.

W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "Explain
what to do if a person
is  showing  signs  of
hypothermia  or  heat
exhaustion."

Answer: For
hypothermia

(shivering,
confusion,
drowsiness): get
the person into a
warm
environment,
remove wet
clothing, wrap in
blankets or a
sleeping bag,
offer warm (not
hot) sweet
drinks, and
monitor
breathing. For
heat exhaustion
(heavy sweating,
weakness,
cold/pale skin):
move to a cool
place, loosen
clothing, apply
cool wet cloths,
sip cool water,
and seek medical
help if vomiting
or symptoms
worsen. These
answers align
with BSA and
Red Cross
guidelines.
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Requirem
ent 3:
Leave No
Trace
Principles
W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "Describe
the  seven  Leave  No
Trace  principles  and
give  an  example  of
how  you  will  practice
each on a campout."

Plan Ahead and1.
Prepare: Check
weather, pack
food in reusable
containers to
minimize waste.
Travel and2.
Camp on
Durable
Surfaces: Set up
tent on
designated pads

or bare ground,
avoid trampling
vegetation.
Dispose of3.
Waste
Properly: Pack
out all trash, use
a portable toilet
or dig a cat hole
at least 200 feet
from water.
Leave What4.
You Find: Do
not pick flowers,
collect rocks, or
move natural
objects.
Minimize5.
Campfire
Impacts: Use a
camp stove for
cooking, only
build fires in
established fire
rings, keep fires
small.
Respect6.
Wildlife: Store
food in bear-
proof containers
or hang it away
from camp,
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observe animals
from a distance.
Be Considerate7.
of Other
Visitors: Keep
noise low, yield
on trails, respect
privacy.

Y o u r  w o r k s h e e t
answers  should  show
that  you  can  apply
each principle to a real
campsite situation.

Requirem
ent 4:
Camping
Skills –
Tying
Knots and

Setting
Up Tent
W o r k s h e e t
Q u e s t i o n :
"Demonstrate  how  to
tie a square knot, two
half-hitches,  and  a
taut-line hitch.  Explain
their uses."

Answers:
Square
knot: Used
to join two
ropes of
equal
thickness,
such as
tying a
bandage or
securing a
bundle.
Ensure it is
tied
correctly to
avoid
slipping.
Two half-
hitches:
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Quick way
to attach a
rope to a
post or
tree. Often
used for a
clothesline
or to
secure a
tent
guyline to
a stake.
Taut-line
hitch: An
adjustable
knot that
can be slid
to tighten
or loosen a
rope. Ideal
for tent
guylines to
maintain
tension as
weather
changes.

W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "Explain
how to choose a good
campsite."

Answer: Look

for a flat, level
area at least 200
feet from water
sources. Avoid
low spots that
could collect
rain, keep away
from dead trees
or hanging
branches, face
the tent entrance
away from the
wind, and check
for signs of
animal activity.
Also consider sun
exposure – some
shade is
welcome but too
much can be
damp. Your
answer should
show that you
evaluate both
comfort and
safety.

Requirem
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ent 5:
Cooking

at Camp
W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "Plan  a
menu  for  a  weekend
campout .  Inc lude
breakfas t ,  lunch ,
dinner, and snacks. List
the  ingredients  and
cooking  method."

Sample
Answer: Day 1
dinner – foil
packet meals
(chicken,
potatoes, carrots,
wrapped in foil
and cooked on
coals or stove);
Day 2 breakfast –
oatmeal with
berries and milk
(boil water, add
oatmeal, stir).
For lunch –
tortilla wraps

with peanut
butter and honey
(no cooking
required). Snacks
– trail mix,
granola bars.
This answer
should
demonstrate an
understanding of
nutrition, meal
prep, simplicity,
and cleanup.

W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "Explain
how  to  s to re  food
safely at camp to avoid
attracting animals."

Answer: Store
all food, trash,
and scented
items
(toothpaste,
soap) in a bear
bag or bear
canister. Hang
the bag 10 feet
up and 4 feet
away from the
tree trunk, at
night and when
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not in use. Never
keep food inside
the tent. Clean
dishes
immediately and
store grey water
in a sealed
container.

Requirem
ent 6:
Map and
Compass
W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "Describe
how  to  orient  a  map
using a compass. What
is  the  difference
between  magnetic
north and grid north?"

Answer: To
orient a map, set
the compass's
direction of
travel arrow
pointing away

from you, rotate
the bezel so that
north on the
compass aligns
with north on the
map, then turn
your body until
the magnetic
needle matches
the orienting
arrow. Magnetic
north shifts over
time while grid
north is fixed on
map projections.
In the field, we
adjust for
declination – the
angle between
magnetic north
and true north.
This knowledge
is critical for
navigation.

Requirem
ent 7:
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Weather
Awarenes

s
W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "List  four
signs  of  approaching
bad  weather.  What
shou ld  you  do  i f  a
storm  hits  while  you
are in camp?"

Answer: Signs:
darkening skies,
sudden drop in
temperature,
increasing wind,
distant thunder.
If a storm hits:
move away from
tall objects and
water, avoid
open areas,
crouch low on
the balls of your
feet in a
lightning-safe
position (tuck
head, hands on

knees). Do not
stay under a tarp
if it is metal. If in
a tent, stay away
from the poles.
These answers
show
preparedness.

Requirem
ent 8:
First Aid
Kit
W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "Prepare  a
personal first aid kit for
a  weekend  campout.
List  its  contents."

Answer: A well-
stocked kit
includes
adhesive
bandages
(various sizes),
antiseptic wipes,
blister treatment,
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gauze pads,
medical tape,
tweezers, pain
relievers,
antihistamine,
instant ice pack,
gloves, CPR
mask, and a
small emergency
blanket. Also
include personal
medications.
Explain where
you will store it
(always in
daypack or
pocket).

Requirem
ent 9:
Camping
Etiquette
and

Regulatio
ns
W o r k s h e e t
Question: "Explain the
permit  requirements
for  camping on public
land  (Forest  Service,
National  Park,  state
parks)."

Answer: Many
areas require a
backcountry
permit for
overnight stays,
especially in
wilderness
zones. Some
have group size
limits, campfire
restrictions, and
designated
campsites.
Always check
with the local
ranger station
before your trip.
Fire permits may
be needed
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during dry
seasons.
Example: In a
National Forest,
you may need a
free self-issued
permit at the
trailhead, while
in a National Park
sometimes a
paid reservation
is needed.

Requirem
ent 10:
Planning
and
Leading a
Campout
W o r k s h e e t
Question:  "Create  a
schedule  for  a  two-
night campout. Include
arrival,  activit ies,

meals,  and  departure
times."

Answer
Outline: Day 1 –
Arrive at 2 PM,
set up camp,
3:30 PM knot
practice, 5 PM
start fire/cook
dinner, 7 PM
campfire
program, 9 PM
lights out. Day 2
– 7 AM breakfast,
8:30 AM hike (3
miles), 12 PM
lunch, 1 PM
waterfront/swim
ming, 4 PM camp
craft, 6 PM
dinner, 8 PM
night hike. Day 3
– 7 AM breakfast,
8 AM break
camp, 10 AM
departure. This
shows you can
manage time
and ensure all
requirements are
met.
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TIPS FOR
COMPLETING YOUR
WORKSHEET
SUCCESSFULLY

When working on your
C a m p i n g  M e r i t
Badge  Worksheet
Answers, follow these
strategies:

Use Your Own
Experience: Do

not copy answers
from online
sources. Your
Scoutmaster will
ask you real
questions based
on your written
answers. Write
what you
actually did and
learned on your
camping trips.
Reference


