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THE ENIGMATIC FIGURE BEHIND
THE MASK: EXPLORING SCOOBY
DOO MYSTERY INCORPORATED
MR E

The world of Scooby-Doo has seen many
iterations, from the classic meddling kids
to the more mature, serialized tales of
the early 2000s. Among these, few have
captured the imagination of  older fans
quite  l ike  Scooby  Doo  Mystery
Incorporated  Mr  E.  A  shadowy  figure
pulling  strings  from  the  very  first
episode, Mr. E is not a traditional villain
you  unmask  at  the  end  of  a  chase.
Instead, he is a cryptic puppet master
whose  true  identity  and  motives  form
one of the most compelling mysteries in
the  entire  franchise.  This  article  dives
deep into the character of Mr. E, his role
in the series, the shocking reveal,  and
why  he  remains  a  fan-favorite  puzzle
p iece  in  the  legacy  o f  Mystery
Incorporated.

The Premise and
the Puzzle of
Mystery

Incorporated
Scooby-Doo!  Mystery  Incorporated
(2010–2013)  rebooted  the  classic
formula  with  a  darker,  more  complex
narrative.  The  gang  –  Fred,  Daphne,
Velma, Shaggy, and Scooby – still solve
mysteries in their hometown of Crystal
Cove,  but  they  are  now  teenagers
dealing with family secrets, government
conspiracies,  and an overarching curse
linking the town's history to the missing
Planispheric Disk. Early in the series, a
mysterious figure begins sending cryptic
clues via text message, email, and even
Soylent  Green  containers.  This  figure
goes  only  by  the  initial  Mr.  E.
What  makes  Scooby  Doo  Mystery
Incorporated Mr E so intriguing is his
method.  Unlike  the  gang's  usual
adversaries,  he  doesn't  hide  behind  a
costume.  He  hides  behind  layers  of
misinformation  and  a  distinct,  raspy
voice (provided by actor Lewis Black).
He  pushes  the  team  toward  specific
cases, guiding them through the larger
mystery of Crystal Cove's dark past. The
audience, along with the characters, is
left to wonder: Is Mr. E a friend, a foe, or
something  in  between?  His  cryptic
messages  often  force  the  gang  to
confront  personal  truths,  especially
regarding  the  town's  parents  and  the
long-lost treasure of the conquistadors.
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The Identity
Reveal: More

Than a Mask
One of the most shocking moments in
Scooby Doo Mystery Incorporated is
the reveal of Mr. E's true identity. After
seasons of buildup, the audience learns
that  Mr.  E  is  not  a  person at  all  –  or
rather, not a human. The voice behind
the  texts  and  the  shadowy  figure  is
actually  Professor Pericles,  a  parrot.
But this is no ordinary bird. Pericles is a
highly  intelligent,  genetically  altered
parrot  who  was  part  of  the  original
Mystery Incorporated team (the previous
generation of mystery solvers). He was
believed  to  have  been  ki l led  in  a
disaster,  but  he  survived and adopted
the Mr. E persona to manipulate events
from the shadows.
This  revelation  is  brilliant  because  it
subverts  expectations.  Throughout  the
series, viewers might have suspected a
human character like Mr. D (the mayor)
or  even  a  parental  figure.  Instead,
Scooby  Doo  Mystery  Incorporated
Mr E turns out to be a bitter, cynical bird
whose  primary  motivation  is  revenge
against the town and the original team
that  abandoned  him.  His  raspy  voice,
provided  brilliantly  by  Lewis  Black,
perfectly  fits  a  character  who  is  both
intellect  and  grudge.  The  parrot's
backstory adds layers to the overarching
plot,  explaining  why  Mr.  E  knows  so
much about the town's secrets and the
curse of the Nibiru Entity.

Motivations and
Methods of Mr. E
Understanding  Scooby  Doo  Mystery
Incorporated Mr E requires examining
his  motivations.  Professor  Pericles  was
once  a  proud  member  of  the  original
Mystery Incorporated, a group of teens
(including  the  parents  of  the  current
gang)  who solved mysteries.  However,
after  a  confrontation  with  a  creature
known as  the  "Owl  Man,"  the  original
team disbanded,  and Pericles  was  left
behind,  presumed  dead.  In  reality,  he
survived  but  was  horribly  injured  and
mentally traumatized. Over the years, he
developed  a  deep  resentment  toward
the  town  of  Crystal  Cove  and,  more
specifically, toward the idea of "mystery
solving" as a heroic pursuit. He believed
the original team betrayed him, and he
sought  to  expose  the  town's  greatest
secret: the curse of the Nibiru Entity.
Mr.  E's  methods  are  deliberately
manipulative. He does not give the gang
direct  answers.  Instead,  he  provides
clues  that  lead  them  to  discover  the
truth  themselves.  His  messages  often
contain  riddles,  historical  references,
and  misdirect ions.  He  also  uses
technology – a roving car with a monitor
and a voice scrambler – to communicate.
This  creates  a  sense  of  paranoia  and
distrust  among  the  characters,
especial ly  Velma,  who  becomes
obsessed  with  identifying  him.  The
character represents the darker side of
knowledge: the search for truth at the
expense of happiness. As Mr. E himself
says,  "The truth will  set  you free.  But
first, it will piss you off."
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Key Episodes
Featuring Mr. E
To  ful ly  appreciate  Scooby  Doo
Mystery  Incorporated  Mr  E,  it's
helpful to revisit the episodes that define
his arc:

"The Night the Clown Cried"
(Season 1, Episode 1): The first
appearance of Mr. E. He sends a
cryptic text to the gang's phones
leading them to a neon sign. This
sets the tone for the entire series.
"The Siren's Song" (Season 1,
Episode 12): Mr. E provides the
gang with a disk that contains
clues about the Planispheric Disk
and the curse of Crystal Cove,
furthering the meta-mystery.
"The Fury of the Wormwood"
(Season 2, Episode 1): After the
gang discovers the truth about the
original Mystery Incorporated, Mr.
E's identity is finally revealed when
the parrot appears in the shadows,
confirming he is the mastermind.
"Through the Curtain" (Season
2, Episode 26): The finale. Mr.
E/Professor Pericles plays a critical
role in the final confrontation with
the Nibiru Entity. His character arc
reaches a tragic conclusion as he
ultimately sacrifices himself (or is
destroyed) to save the town.

The Voice and
Characterization
A  major  reason  why  Scooby  Doo
Mystery  Incorporated  Mr  E  is  so
memorable is the vocal performance by

Lewis  Black.  Known  for  his  intense,
shouting,  and  comedic  style,  Black
brings a unique energy to the character.
The raspiness of his voice, mixed with a
tone of  utter  contempt and weariness,
makes  every  line  memorable.  Even
though Mr. E is eventually revealed to be
a parrot, Black's voice doesn't change –
it  remains  human-like,  which  only
emphasizes  the  bird's  unnatural
intelligence.  The  casting  choice  was
perfect:  a  cynical,  older  voice  for  a
cynical, old bird.
The  character  design  of  Professor
Pericles  is  also  noteworthy.  Unlike  the
colorful ,  cute  parrots  in  c lassic
animation,  Pericles  is  drawn  with  a
scarred, weathered appearance, missing
feathers, and a permanently disgruntled
expression.  This  visual  underscores his
backstory as a survivor of trauma and
betrayal. The animators made sure that
when the parrot is shown, he looks like a
creature  that  has  been through hell  –
fitting for the mastermind behind the Mr.
E persona.

Impact on the
Gang and the
Plot
Scooby  Doo  Mystery  Incorporated
Mr E is not just a plot device; he directly
impacts  the  character  development  of
the gang. For Velma, Mr. E becomes an
intellectual obsession. She spends much
of the first season trying to unmask him,
and  her  frustration  grows  when  she
realizes  she  cannot.  This  obsession
strains  her  relationships,  particularly
with  Shaggy.  For  Fred,  Mr.  E's  clues
challenge his simplistic view of mystery-
solving – suddenly, the cases are not just
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about  a  guy  in  a  costume,  but  about
deep,  historical  conspiracies  involving
his  own  parents.  Daphne,  who  is
typically  the  more  skeptical  member,
finds  herself  drawn  into  the  mystery,
showing her leadership qualities. Shaggy
and  Scooby,  while  reluctantly  dragged
along,  provide  the  emotional  anchor  –
they are often the ones who remind the
gang of  their  friendship  and  humanity
when Mr. E's manipulations threaten to
tear them apart.
On a narrative level, Mr. E serves as the
catalyst for the entire series. Without his
cryptic messages, the gang would never
have  discovered  the  Planispheric  Disk,
the Nibiru Entity, or the truth about the
original Mystery Incorporated. He is both
the key and the lock. The show's writers
used  him  to  br idge  the  episodic
"monster  of  the  week"  format  with  a
serialized  mystery,  a  bold  move  for  a
Scooby-Doo series.

Comparison to
Other Mystery
Inc. Villains
In  the  pantheon  of  Scooby-Doo
antagonists,  Scooby  Doo  Mystery
Incorporated Mr E stands apart. Most
villains  are  human  criminals  wearing
costumes  to  scare  people  away  from
something  profitable.  Mr.  E  is  not  a
criminal in the traditional sense; he is a
bitter  truth-teller.  He  does  not  want
money or power; he wants revelation. In
that way, he is more akin to an anti-hero
than a  classic  villain.  Some fans  even
argue that Mr. E is not entirely evil – his
goal  of  exposing  the  Nibiru  curse
actually  saves  the  world  in  the  end,
albeit at great cost. This moral ambiguity

is rare for the franchise, making Mystery
Incorporated's finale feel weightier.
Additionally,  Mr.  E’s  intelligence  rivals
that of Velma. He is always three steps
ahead,  and his  use of  technology (the
remote car, the hacked phones) shows
he  is  comfortable  with  modern  tools
despite being a parrot. This contrast – an
old bird using modern methods – adds to
his mystique.

Fan Reception
and Cultural
Impact
Among  hardcore  Scooby-Doo  fans,
Scooby  Doo  Mystery  Incorporated
Mr E is often cited as one of the best
aspects of the series. The buildup to his
identity  is  suspenseful,  and the payoff –
a talking,  traumatized parrot  –  is  both
hilarious and tragic. Online forums and
fan wikis still discuss the clues that led
to  the  revelation,  such  as  the  bird-
shaped shadow in early episodes or the
fact that Mr. E never uses pronouns that
would reveal his species. The character
has also inspired fan theories, including
ideas  that  Mr.  E  could  have  been  a
human ally  like  the mysterious  "M" in
James  Bond,  or  even  a  time-traveling
version of one of the gang.
The series itself gained a cult following
for  its  mature  themes,  and  Mr.  E  is
largely  responsible  for  that.  He
represents  the  show's  willingness  to
tackle  complex  ideas:  the  cost  of
knowledge, the nature of truth, and the
pain of being forgotten. In a way, Mr. E is
the show's conscience – a bitter, cynical,
but  ultimately  necessary  voice  that
pushes  everyone  forward.
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Conclusion: The
Legacy of Mr. E
In  conclusion,  Scooby  Doo  Mystery
Incorporated Mr E is far more than a
simple  cryptic  informant.  He is  a  fully
real ized  character  with  a  poetic
backstory, a compelling voice, and a role
that  elevates  the  entire  series  from a

kids'  cartoon  to  a  nuanced  mystery
drama. Professor Pericles's journey from
beloved mascot to bitter  antagonist  to
reluctant  savior  is  one  of  the  most
memorable arcs in Scooby-Doo history.
For anyone revisiting the show, paying
close  attention  to  every  text  message
and shadowy figure will only deepen the
appreciation for the mastermind known
only as Mr. E. The truth, as he would say,
is  out  there  –  but  first,  it  will  make  you
laugh, cry, and think.


