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UNLOCKING THE MAGIC: YOUR
TOMARTS DISNEYANA GUIDE TO
PIN TRADING

For millions of visitors who step through
the  gates  of  Disney  parks  around  the
world,  the  experience  is  about  much
more  than  rides  and  character  meet-
and-greets. It is about immersing oneself
in a world of storytelling, nostalgia, and
community. Among the many cherished
traditions  that  have  blossomed  within
the  Disney  ecosystem,  few  are  as
enduring or as beloved as the art of pin
trading.  Whether  you  are  a  first-time
visitor looking at a lanyard full of shiny
enamel or a seasoned collector with a
binder full of rare treasures, the need for
a  re l i ab le ,  au tho r i ta t i ve ,  and
comprehensive  resource  is  paramount.
This is where the Tomarts Disneyana
Guide To Pin Trading  steps into the
spotlight.  For  decades,  this  publication
has served as the bible for enthusiasts,
offering  a  structured  approach  to  a
hobby  tha t  can  o therw ise  fee l
overwhelming.  In  this  guide,  we  will
explore  the  depths  of  this  resource,
uncover the history of  the hobby,  and
provide  you  with  the  knowledge  you
need to trade with confidence and joy.

THE GENESIS OF A COLLECTING
PHENOMENON

To  truly  understand  the  value  of  the

Tomarts  Disneyana  Guide  To  Pin
Trading,  one  must  first  appreciate  the
history of the hobby itself. Pin trading as
we  know  it  today  officially  launched  in
October  1999  during  the  Millennium
Celebration at  Walt  Disney World.  The
goal  was  simple:  to  encourage  guest
interaction  with  Cast  Members  and  to
foster  a  sense  of  community  among
vis i tors .  What  began  as  a  smal l
promotional  activity  exploded  into  a
global  phenomenon.  Within  months,
thousands of guests were trading pins,
and a secondary market was born.
As  t he  hobby  g rew ,  so  d i d  t he
complexity.  Scrappers,  fakes,  and
reissues  began  to  flood  the  market.
Collectors  needed  a  way  to  identify
genuine  pins,  understand  their  value,
and  track  their  collections.  Enter  the
Tomarts  Disneyana  trade  paperbacks.
Originally focused on general Disneyana
collecting, the team recognized a gap in
the market for a dedicated pin trading
guide.  The  first  edition  of  the  Tomarts
guide was a response to a community
crying out for organization. It provided a
checklist,  a pricing guide, and a visual
resource that allowed collectors to sleep
sound ly ,  know ing  they  had  an
authoritative source in their corner.

Why the Tomarts
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Guide Remains
the Gold

Standard
In  an  age  of  digital  apps  and  online
forums, one might wonder why a printed
guide  still  holds  so  much  weight.  The
answer lies in its rigorous research and
curation.  The  Tomarts  Disneyana
Guide To Pin Trading is not simply a
list  of  pins;  it  is  a  carefully  vetted
catalog.  The editorial  team behind the
guide  works  tirelessly  to  confirm  the
authenticity of  each pin listed, provide
accurate  market  prices  based  on  real
sales  data,  and  offer  high-resolution
images that help collectors spot fakes.
Unlike  a  forum  post  that  might  be
forgotten  or  updated  sporadically,  the
Tomarts  guide  offers  a  static,  reliable
snapshot of the market at the time of its
publication.  For  a  beginner,  this  is
invaluable.  For  a  veteran,  i t  is  a
necessary tool for appraising a collection
or preparing for an insurance valuation.

NAVIGATING THE TOMARTS
DISNEYANA GUIDE TO PIN
TRADING

When  you  first  open  a  copy  of  the
Tomarts  Disneyana  Guide  To  Pin
Trading ,  t he  sheer  vo lume  o f
information  can  be  intimidating.
However,  once  you  understand  its
structure,  you  will  find  it  to  be  an
intuitive and user-friendly resource. The
guide  is  typically  organized  by  series,
park, and character. This logical layout
allows you to quickly locate a specific pin
or browse through similar items to plan
your next trading goal.

Understanding
the Value and
Pricing System
One of the most critical sections of the
guide is the pricing key. The Tomarts
Disneyana Guide To Pin Trading uses
a  standardized  system to  indicate  the
rarity  and  value  of  each  pin.  You  will
typically  see  designations  such  as  OE
(Open Edition), LE (Limited Edition), and
LR  (Limited  Release).  Understanding
these terms is fundamental to becoming
a savvy trader. An Open Edition pin is
produced  in  large  quantities  and  is
usually  available at  park stores for  an
extended period. A Limited Edition pin is
produced  in  a  specific,  numbered
quantity, making it more desirable and
often more valuable. The guide provides
a  current  market  value  for  each  pin,
which is adjusted in each edition based
on  recent  sales  and  trends  in  the
secondary market.  This  pricing data is
your best defense against overpaying for
a pin or undervaluing one in your own
collection.

Using the Guide
to Spot Fakes
and Scrappers
Perhaps the most  practical  use of  the
Tomarts  Disneyana  Guide  To  Pin
Trading is its role in authentication. The
unfortunate reality of pin trading is that
counterfeit pins, known as scrappers, are
rampant.  These  are  unofficial  pins  that
copy the design of genuine Disney pins
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but  are  made  with  lower  qual i ty
materials  and  craftsmanship.  The
Tomarts  guide  provides  detailed  notes
on  known  scrappers,  including  specific
differences  in  color,  texture,  and  metal
finish.  By  comparing  a  questionable  pin
to the high-resolution image in the guide
and reading the expert notes, you can
avoid falling victim to a bad trade. The
guide will often highlight inconsistencies
in  the  enamel  fill,  the  sharpness  of  the
edges, or the weight of the pin itself. For
a beginner, this section alone can save
you  a  significant  amount  of  money  and
disappointment.

BUILDING A COLLECTION WITH
THE TOMARTS METHODOLOGY

Collecting  Disney  pins  can  quickly
become an expensive hobby if  you do
not  have  a  strategy.  The  Tomarts
Disneyana  Guide  To  Pin  Trading
encourages  a  disciplined  approach.
Rather than simply buying every pin you
see, the guide helps you identify themes
and  series  that  resonate  with  you
personally.  Are  you  a  fan  of  classic
attractions like the Haunted Mansion or
Pirates of the Caribbean? Do you collect
only Tinker Bell pins? Are you focused on
completing a specific mystery set?

Starting Your
First Trading
Session
Before you step into the park, the guide
advises preparing your trading lanyard
or backpack. According to the Tomarts
Disneyana Guide To Pin Trading, you
should  carry  a  mix  of  pins.  You  want
some "traders" – pins you are willing to
part with – and some "keepers" – pins

that are the core of  your collection.  A
common mistake is  bringing only your
most  valuable  pins  onto  the  trading
floor.  This  can  lead  to  anxiety  and  poor
trading  decisions.  Instead,  the  guide
suggests  bringing  a  variety  of  open
ed i t ion  p ins  that  you  acqu i red
specifically for trading. This way, you can
engage in the social  aspect  of  trading
without  risking  your  most  prized
possessions.  When  you  see  a  Cast
Member with a pin you want, you can
confidently  offer  a  trader  without  a
second  thought.

The Etiquette of
the Trade
Pin trading is governed by an unwritten
code  of  conduct,  and  the  Tomarts
Disneyana  Guide  To  Pin  Trading
dedicates significant space to explaining
proper  etiquette.  First  and  foremost,
a lways  be  pol i te .  The  trade  is  a
conversation, not a transaction. Look at
the Cast Member's lanyard or pin board
and identify a pin you like. Point to it and
ask, "Would you like to trade?" They will
usually flip over the lanyard to show you
the available  options.  You should then
present a pin from your own collection.
The Cast Member has the right to refuse
a trade, just as you do. Never pressure
someone to accept a trade. The guide
also emphasizes the importance of not
touching the pins on a Cast  Member's
lanyard.  Let  them remove  the  pin  for
you. This protects the pins from damage
and  respects  the  Cast  Member's
personal  space.

ADVANCED STRATEGIES FOR THE
SEASONED COLLECTOR

For those who have moved beyond the
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basics, the Tomarts Disneyana Guide
To  Pin  Trading  offers  deep  dives  into
advanced  collecting  strategies.  This  is
where  the  hobby  transitions  from  a
casual pastime to a serious pursuit. The
guide  covers  topics  such  as  flipping
strategies,  trading  on  the  secondary
market,  and  attending  pin  trading
events.

Understanding
the Secondary
Market
While trading in the parks is the heart of
the hobby, the secondary market (eBay,
Facebook  groups,  and  dedicated  pin
trading sites)  is  where  the  real  action
happens  for  rare  items.  The  Tomarts
Disneyana  Guide  To  Pin  Trading
provides  insights  into  how to  navigate
these platforms safely. It advises on how
to  read  seller  reviews,  how  to  spot
misleading  photographs,  and  how  to
understand shipping costs. Crucially, the
guide  reminds  readers  that  the  prices
listed in the guide are a benchmark, not
a fixed price. The actual selling price can
vary based on the condition of the pin,
the seller's reputation, and the current
demand.  The  guide  encourages
patience.  If  you  wait  and  watch  the
market,  you  can  often  find  the  pin  you
want  at  a  price  that  reflects  its  true
value.

Attending Pin
Trading Events
Disney hosts several  major pin trading
events throughout the year, such as the

Walt  Disney  World  Pin  Event  and
Disneyland's  Pin  Celebration.  The
Tomarts  Disneyana  Guide  To  Pin
Trading  is  an essential  companion for
these events. The guide often includes
exclusive event previews,  maps of  the
trading  floor,  and  lists  of  exclusive  pins
that  wi l l  be  released.  Seasoned
collectors  use  the  guide  to  plan  their
attack.  They  identify  which  limited
edition pins are being released and plan
their arrival time accordingly. The guide
also  helps  traders  identify  the  most
popular  trading  tables  and  the  best
strategies  for  negotiating  with  other
collectors.  At  these  events,  the  guide
becomes  a  social  tool  as  well.  It  is
common  to  see  collectors  flipping
through their Tomarts guide to show a
potential  trade partner  exactly  what  a
pin looks like and what it is worth.

PRESERVING YOUR COLLECTION
FOR THE FUTURE

A  collection  is  only  as  good  as  its
condition.  The  Tomarts  Disneyana
Guide To Pin Trading  offers extensive
advice on pin storage and preservation.
Disney  pins  are  made  of  enamel  and
metal, and they are surprisingly delicate.
Scratches,  dents,  and  fading  can
significantly  reduce  a  pin's  value.  The
guide recommends storing pins in a cool,
dry place away from direct sunlight. UV
light can cause the enamel colors to fade
over time.

Choosing the
Right Storage
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Solutions
The  guide  discusses  various  storage
options,  from  simple  binder  pages  to
professional  display  cases.  Many
collectors use pin trading binders with
soft  fabric  pages.  These  binders  allow
you to flip through your collection easily
and transport it safely to trading events.
The Tomarts Disneyana Guide To Pin
Trading  warns  against  using  cheap
storage solutions, such as loose plastic
bags  or  cardboard  boxes.  These  can
scratch the pins or cause the metal to
tarnish. Investing in high-quality storage
is an investment in the longevity of your
collection.  The  guide  also  suggests
keeping  a  digital  inventory  alongside
your  physical  guide.  By  photographing
each page of your binder and cataloging
the pins in a spreadsheet, you create a
backup that can be used for insurance
purposes  or  for  sharing  with  other
collectors  online.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS

COMPANION FOR A TIMELESS
HOBBY

The world of Disney pin trading is vast,
colorful, and endlessly rewarding. It is a
hobby  that  connects  people  across
generations and continents, all united by
a love for the magic of Disney. Whether
you are just starting your journey or you
have  a  binder  ful l  of  rare  l imited
editions,  the  Tomarts  Disneyana
Guide  To  Pin  Trading  remains  an
indispensable  tool.  It  offers  clarity  in  a
confusing  market,  validation  for  your
collection, and inspiration for your next
hunt.  In  a  world  that  is  increasingly
digital,  there  is  something  profoundly
satisfying  about  holding  a  physical
guide,  flipping  its  pages,  and  planning
your  next  adventure.  So,  before  your
next trip to the park, pick up a copy of
the Tomarts guide. Study it, learn from
it,  and  then  go  out  and  trade  with
confidence.  The  magic  is  in  the  trade,
and the Tomarts guide ensures you are
always on the winning side of the deal.


