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THE ULTIMATE
COMPANION: WHY
THE THOMAS )
GLOVER POCKET
REF BELONGS IN
YOUR TOOLKIT

In an age where we
carry supercomputers
in our pockets, there is
something profoundly
satisfying about having
a physical reference
book that never needs
a battery, never loses
signal, and can be
flipped open in a split
second. For over three
decades, the Thomas
) Glover Pocket Ref

has been that trusted
resource for engineers,
contractors,

mechanics,

electricians, students,
and even backyard
hobbyists. This
compact, dense little
book packs an
astonishing amount of
technical and practical
information into a form
factor that truly fits in
a pocket. Whether you
are sizing a wire,
converting units,
calculating a beam
load, or simply trying
to recall the melting
point of lead, the
Thomas J Glover
Pocket Ref is the
reference tool that has
earned a legendary


https://remodelicious.com/

reputation for reliability
and accessibility.

Created by Thomas J.
Glover, a former Army
officer and engineer
with a deep
appreciation for
practical knowledge,
the Pocket Ref was first
published in 1989.
Glover saw a need for
a single, portable
volume that could
replace the dozens of
manuals, charts, and
tables that
professionals carried
around. The result was
a book that quickly
became a staple on
construction sites, in
workshops, in
laboratories, and in the
glove compartments of
trucks worldwide.
Today, the Thomas )
Glover Pocket Ref
remains a bestselling
reference qguide,
having sold millions of
copies and earning a
loyal following that

spans generations of
tradespeople and
technical professionals.

THE GENESIS OF A
REFERENCE
CLASSIC

Thomas J. Glover was
not a traditional
publisher or a career
writer. He was a man
with a deep practical
bent, someone who
had served as a
military  officer and
later worked in
engineering and
construction. He
understood the
frustration of having to
hunt through multiple
sources to find a
simple conversion
factor or a standard
specification. The
concept behind the
Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref was
elegantly simple:
gather the most useful,
most frequently
needed technical data
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from hundreds of
sources and condense
it into one tiny, durable
book that could survive
the rigors of daily use
on a job site.

The first edition was a
modest success, but
word of mouth among
professionals drove its
popularity. Glover
meticulously curated
the content, focusing
on accuracy and
relevance. He
consulted with experts
in various trades to
ensure that the tables,
formulas, and
reference data were
correct and useful. The
Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref quickly
evolved from a niche
product into an
indispensable tool for
anyone who worked
with numbers,
measurements, or
technical

specifications. Its
success lies not just in

its content, but in its
design: small enough
to carry everywhere,
yet comprehensive
enough to solve real-
world problems.

WHAT MAKES THE
POCKET REF SO
VALUABLE?

If you have never held
a copy of the Thomas
) Glover Pocket Ref,
you might wonder what
makes it so special.
The answer is found in
its content density and
practical organization.
The book contains
literally thousands of
reference items, all
arranged in a logical,
easy-to-navigate

format. Unlike a
smartphone, which
requires scrolling,
unlocking, app-
switching, and a
reliable internet
connection, the Pocket
Ref  offers instant,

tactile access to



information. There is
no lag, no distraction,
and no risk of a dead
battery.

Compreh
ensive
Coverage
ACross
Discipline
S

One of the most
remarkable features of
the Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref is the
sheer breadth of its
coverage. It includes
detailed information
on:

e Mathematics
and Algebra:
Formulas,
conversion
factors,

constants,
trigonometric
tables, and
geometric
formulas.
Physics and
Mechanics:
Strength of
materials, weight
and density
tables, friction
coefficients, and
mechanical
properties of
common
substances.
Electrical
Engineering:
Wire gauges,
ampacity charts,
voltage drop
calculations,
resistor color
codes, motor
specifications,
and electrical
formulas.
Carpentry and
Construction:
Lumber sizes,
plywood
specifications,
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fastener
strength,
concrete mix
ratios, and
framing details.
Plumbing and
HVAC: Pipe
sizes, flow rates,
pressure loss
tables, thread
standards, and
refrigerant
properties.
Machining and
Metalworking:
Drill sizes,
tapping and
threading data,
metal hardness
scales, and
cutting speeds.
e Chemistry and
Science:
Periodic table,
melting and
boiling points,
chemical
properties, and
laboratory
reference data.

¢ General

Reference:

Time zones,
world currencies,
measurement
units, paper
sizes, and even
first aid
information.

This wide-ranging
scope means that a
single copy of the
Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref can serve
multiple needs across
different projects and
professions. An
electrician might use it
to verify wire ampacity
in the morning, and a
carpenter might
consult the same book
for rafter lengths in the
afternoon. This
versatility is a key
reason why the book
has remained popular
for so long.

Accuracy



You Can

Depend

On

In  technical fields,
accuracy is not a
luxury; it is a necessity.
A mistake in a
conversion factor or a
table lookup can lead
to costly errors, safety
hazards, or structural
failure. Thomas .
Glover was acutely
aware of this
responsibility. He
sourced his data from
authoritative standards
organizations,
engineering
handbooks, and
industry specifications.
Every edition of the
Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref has been
carefully revised and
updated to reflect
current standards. The
book is known for its

reliability, and many
professionals trust it
implicitly for critical
Iculations and
specifications.

WHO SHOULD
OWN A POCKET
REF?

The Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref is not just
for engineers and
contractors, although
they remain its core
audience. Its practical
nature makes it useful
for a much wider range
of people:

e Students:
Engineering,
physics,
chemistry, and
vocational
students find the
Pocket Ref
invaluable for
studying, lab
work, and project
calculations. It
condenses a
semester's worth

6 Thomas | Glover Pocket Ref 2025-09-23



Thomas ] Glover Pocket Ref 7

of reference
tables into a
single, portable
volume.

DIY Enthusiasts
and
Homeowners:
Anyone who
works on their
own home, car,
or workshop will
find answers to
countless
questions. From
choosing the
right nail size to
mixing concrete
or sizing a
garden hose, the
Thomas )
Glover Pocket
Ref provides
quick, clear
guidance.
Teachers and
Instructors:
Having a reliable
reference at
hand helps
educators
answer student
questions and

verify data
during lessons or
lab sessions.

e Outdoor and
Survival
Enthusiasts:
The book
includes sections
on knots, first
aid, weather
signs, and basic
survival
information. Its
compact size
makes it easy to
packina
backpack or
emergency kit.

e Office
Professionals:
Even desk
workers find uses
for the Pocket
Ref, such as
converting units,
calculating
areas, or
understanding
technical
specifications in
reports.

The common thread



among all these users
is a need for quick,
reliable, and portable
access to factual
information. The
Thomas )] Glover
Pocket Ref delivers
that in a way that no
digital device can fully
replicate.

POCKET REF VS.
THE DIGITAL
WORLD

It is fair to ask: in the
age of smartphones
and tablets, why would
anyone need a printed
reference book? The
answer lies in
understanding the
different contexts in
which people work and
learn. Digital devices
offer incredible power,
but they also have
limitations:

1. Battery
Dependency: A
dead battery
renders a

3.

smartphone
useless. The
Thomas )
Glover Pocket
Ref never needs
charging and
works in any
environment,
from remote
construction
sites to
backcountry
trails.

. Durability:

Smartphones are
fragile and
expensive.
Dropping a
phone on a
concrete floor or
getting it wet can
be disastrous.
The Pocket Ref is
designed to be
tough, with a
durable cover
and binding that
can withstand
rough handling.
Distraction-
Free: A phone is
a portal to email,
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social media,
news, and
games. When
you need to
focus on a
calculation or a
specification, the
Pocket Ref offers
no distractions. It
is purely a tool
for the task at
hand.

. Speed of
Access: Flipping
to a specific
table in the
Thomas )
Glover Pocket
Ref can be faster
than navigating
through apps
and menus,
especially for
experienced
users who know
the layout of the
book.

. Reliability in
Remote Areas:
Cell service and
internet access
are not

guaranteed
everywhere. The
Pocket Ref works
equally well in a
basement, a
desert, or a
mountaintop.

Of course, the Pocket
Ref s not a
replacement for all
digital tools. It is a
complement. Many
professionals carry
both a smartphone and
a Pocket Ref, using
each for its strengths.
The Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref serves as
a reliable backup and a
primary tool for quick
lookups, while digital
devices handle
complex calculations,
simulations, and
communications. This
hybrid approach
maximizes  efficiency
and ensures that you
are never left without
the information you
need.



PRACTICAL
EXAMPLES OF THE
POCKET REF IN
ACTION

To appreciate the real-
world value of the
Thomas )] Glover
Pocket Ref, consider a
few common scenarios
where it proves
indispensable:

e Scenario 1: The
Electrician. An
electrician is
wiring a new
workshop and
needs to
determine the
correct wire
gauge for a 50-
amp circuit
running 200 feet.
Instead of pulling
outa
smartphone and
searching for an
online calculator,
she flips to the
electrical section
of her Pocket
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Ref. The
ampacity table
and voltage drop
chart give her
the answer in
seconds. She can
also verify
conduit fill
requirements
and check torque
specifications for
lug connections.
Scenario 2: The
Carpenter. A
carpenter is
framing a roof
and needs to
calculate the
length of rafters
for a given pitch
and span. The
Pocket Ref
includes rafter
tables that
provide the exact
lengths and
angles. He can
also look up
birdsmouth cuts,
ridge board
dimensions, and
fastener
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schedules, all
from the same
book.

Scenario 3: The
Machinist. A
machinist is
setting up a lathe
to thread a steel
rod. He needs to
know the correct
drill size for a
3/8-16 tap. The
Thomas )
Glover Pocket
Ref provides drill
and tap charts
that give him the
precise decimal
equivalent and
recommended
drill size. He can
also check
cutting speeds
for the material
he is using.
Scenario 4: The
Student. An
engineering
student is
working on a
thermodynamics
problem late at
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night in the
library. She
needs the
specific heat of
aluminum and
the conversion
factor between
joules and BTUs.
Her Pocket Ref
provides both
values instantly,
without the need
to open a laptop
or search
through a
textbook.
Scenario 5: The
Homeowner. A
homeowner is
repairing a deck
and needs to
know how many
screws to buy. By
measuring the
deck area and
consulting the
fastener spacing
table in the
Pocket Ref, she
can calculate the
exact quantity
needed, saving a



trip back to the
hardware store.

These examples
highlight how the
Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref integrates
seamlessly into real
work flows. It is not a
book that sits on a
shelf; it is a tool that
gets used daily, often
multiple times a day,
by people who value
their time and the
accuracy of their work.

HOW THE POCKET
REF HAS EVOLVED

Since its first
publication in 1989,
the Thomas ) Glover
Pocket Ref has
undergone several
revisions and updates.
Each new edition
incorporates feedback
from users and reflects
changes in industry
standards, materials,
and technology. The
core concept has

12

remained unchanged,
but the content has
been  refined and
expanded. Later
editions have added
sections on topics such
as green building,
renewable energy, and
updated electrical
codes.

The book has also seen
improvements in its
physical design. The
paper is thin but
opaque, allowing for a
high density of
information without
making the book too
thick. The binding is
designed to lay flat
when open, which is
essential for hands-free
use. The print is small
but legible, and the use
of tables, charts, and
diagrams makes the
information easy to
scan. These thoughtful
design choices reflect
the practical mindset
of Thomas J. Glover
and his commitment to
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creating a truly useful Even after Glover's
reference tool. passing, the legacy of
the Thomas J Glover
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