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INTRODUCTION: A
LANDMARK FILM
IN AMERICAN
CINEMA

Few  films  from  the
1 9 7 0 s  c a r r y  t h e
emot iona l  depth ,
authent ic i ty ,  and
cultural  resonance  of
Alice  Doesn  T  Live
H e r e  A n y m o r e .
Directed  by  a  young
Martin  Scorsese  and
anchored by a tour-de-
force  performance
from Ellen Burstyn, this
1974  classic  tells  the
s t o r y  o f  a  w o m a n
rebuilding her life after
losing  her  husband.

The  film  transcends  its
s imple  premise  to
become  a  profound
m e d i t a t i o n  o n
resilience, identity, and
t h e  s e a r c h  f o r
i n d e p e n d e n c e .
Decades  a f te r  i t s
release,  Alice  Doesn
T Live Here Anymore
continues  to  captivate
audiences with its raw
honesty,  memorable
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
timeless  themes.  It
stands  as  a  pivotal
w o r k  n o t  o n l y  i n
Scorsese's  career  but
also in the evolution of
American  c inema,
offering  a  deeply
human  portrait  of  a
woman  determined  to
reclaim her life on her
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own terms.

THE ORIGINS AND
CREATION OF THE
FILM

The  journey  of  Alice
Doesn  T  Live  Here
Anymore  began  with
screenwriter  Robert
Getchell, who crafted a
screenplay centered on
a  woman's  journey  of
self-discovery  after
w i d o w h o o d .  T h e
p r o j e c t  f o u n d  a
champion  in  E l len
Burstyn,  who  was  the
film's  star  and  also
played a crucial role in
s e l e c t i n g  M a r t i n
Scorsese as director. At
the time, Scorsese was
known primarily for his
gritty,  male-driven
films like Mean Streets.
Burstyn recognized his
ability  to  capture  raw
emotion  and  urban
r e a l i s m ,  a n d  s h e
advocated  for  him  to
helm this very different
kind  of  story.  Their

collaboration proved to
be inspired, resulting in
a  film  that  blended
Scorsese's  stylistic
energy  with  a  deeply
empathetic  female
perspec t i ve .  The
production  of  Alice
Doesn  T  Live  Here
Anymore was marked
by  creative  synergy,
w i th  Bu r s tyn  and
Scorsese  work ing
closely  to  shape  the
n a r r a t i v e  a n d
performances.  The film
was shot on location in
Arizona and California,
lending it an authentic
sense of the American
Southwest  and  the
transient  l ife  of  its
protagonist.

PLOT OVERVIEW: A
JOURNEY OF
TRANSFORMATION

The  story  of  Alice
Doesn  T  Live  Here
Anymore  begins  in
Socorro,  New  Mexico,
where  A l ice  Hyatt



Alice Doesn T Live Here Anymore 3

3

(Ellen Burstyn)  lives a
seemingly ordinary life
as  a  housewife  and
mother  to  her  young
son,  Tommy  (Alfred
Lutter). Her marriage is
s t ra ined,  and  she
dreams of returning to
her childhood home in
Monterey,  California,
w h e r e  s h e  o n c e
aspired to be a singer.
The  sudden  death  of
her husband in a truck
accident  shatters  her
world, leaving her with
little  money  and  few
options.  Determined
not  to  let  grief  define
her,  Alice  decides  to
p u r s u e  h e r  l o n g -
abandoned dream. She
packs up her car with
Tommy and sets out on
a road trip across the
Southwest,  hoping  to
restart  her  singing
career.  This  journey
becomes the emotional
and  narrative  core  of
Alice  Doesn  T  Live
Here Anymore. Along

t h e  w a y ,  A l i c e
encounters a series of
setbacks,  dead-end
jobs,  and relationships
that  test  her  resolve.
S h e  w o r k s  a s  a
waitress,  faces  the
harsh  realities  of  the
working  world,  and
n a v i g a t e s  t h e
complexities  of  single
mothe rhood .  He r
resilience  is  tested
time  and  again,  but
she refuses to give up.
The  film  follows  her
through  triumphs  and
h e a r t b r e a k s ,
cu lminat ing  in  an
unexpected but deeply
satisfying  conclusion
t h a t  e m p h a s i z e s
personal  growth  over
romantic fantasy.

UNFORGETTABLE
CHARACTERS AND
STELLAR
PERFORMANCES
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Ellen
Burstyn
as Alice

Hyatt
At  the  heart  of  Alice
Doesn  T  Live  Here
Anymore  i s  E l len
Bu r s tyn ' s  Osca r -
winning  performance.
B u r s t y n  b r i n g s  a
remarkable  blend  of
vulnerability,  strength,
h u m o r ,  a n d
determination  to  the
r o l e .  A l i c e  i s  n o
sa in t—she  makes
mistakes,  loses  her
t e m p e r ,  a n d
sometimes  puts  her
own  needs  ahead  of
her  son's.  But  she  is
also  fiercely  loving,
resilient,  and  capable
of  profound  growth.
Burstyn's  portrayal
makes Alice one of the

most authentic female
characters  in  1970s
c i n e m a .  H e r
performance  earned
h e r  t h e  A c a d e m y
Award for Best Actress,
a  w e l l - d e s e r v e d
r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t
cemented her status as
one of the great actors
of her generation.

Diane
Ladd as
Flo
Diane Ladd delivers  a
s c e n e - s t e a l i n g
performance as  Flo,  a
tough-talking,  no-
nonsense waitress who
becomes Alice's  friend
and  confidante.  Flo  is
brash,  funny,  and
fiercely  loyal.  Ladd's
portrayal  earned  her
an  Academy  Award
nomination  for  Best
Supporting  Actress.
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Her  character  brings
warmth  and  comic
relief  to  the  film,  while
also serving as a mirror
for Alice's own journey.
The  dynamic  between
Alice and Flo is one of
the highlights of Alice
Doesn  T  Live  Here
Anymore,  offering  a
powerful  example  of
female friendship  in  a
world  that  often  pits
women  against  each
other.

Kris
Kristoffer
son as
David
Kris  Kristofferson  plays
David, a charming but
e m o t i o n a l l y
complicated  rancher
who  becomes  a  love
interest  for  A l ice.
Kristofferson  brings  a

gent le,  mascul ine
presence  to  the  role,
but  the  film  wisely
avoids  painting  David
as  a  perfect  savior.
I n s t e a d ,  t h e i r
relationship is nuanced
and  realistic,  adding
depth to Alice's journey
without  undermining
her  independence.

Jodie
Foster as
Audrey
A  young  Jodie  Foster
makes  a  memorable
appearance as Audrey,
a  p recoc ious  and
sharp-tongued girl who
befr iends  Tommy.
Foster's  natural  talent
is  already  evident  in
this early role, and her
scenes add a layer of
youthful energy to the
film.  Her  presence  in
Alice  Doesn  T  Live
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Here  Anymore  is  a
delightful  touch  of
early brilliance from an
actor who would go on
to become one of the
most  respected  figures
in Hollywood.

Alfred
Lutter as
Tommy
Alfred  Lutter  plays
Tommy,  Alice's  young
son, with a mix of sass
and  vulnerabi l i ty.
Tommy is not a typical
child  character—he
talks  back,  challenges
h i s  m o t h e r ,  a n d
somet imes  seems
older  than  his  years.
But  he  also  genuinely
loves  and  needs  his
mother.  The  evolving
relationship  between
Alice and Tommy forms
a n o t h e r  c r u c i a l
emotional layer of the

film,  exploring  the
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
rewards  o f  s ing le
parenthood.

THEMES THAT
RESONATE
ACROSS
GENERATIONS

Alice  Doesn  T  Live
Here Anymore is rich
w i th  themes  tha t
continue  to  speak  to
modern audiences. The
most prominent theme
i s  f e m a l e
independence and self-
d iscovery.  A l ice 's
journey  is  not  about
finding  a  man  to
complete  her;  i t  is
about  finding  herself.
She  learns  that  her
worth is not defined by
her marital status, her
job,  or  her  ability  to
conform  to  societal
expectations.  Another
key theme is resilience
in the face of adversity.
Alice  faces  financial
hardship,  loneliness,
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and  the  cons tan t
pressure  to  give  up,
but  she  keeps  going.
The  film  also  explores
the  complexities  of
single  motherhood,
show ing  bo th  the
struggles and the joys.
Additionally,  Alice
Doesn  T  Live  Here
Anymore  offers  a
sha rp  c r i t i que  o f
tradit ional  gender
roles,  contrast ing
Al ice's  longing  for
f reedom  w i th  the
l i m i t e d  o p t i o n s
available to women in
the  1970s.  The  film
remains relevant today
because these themes
o f  a g e n c y ,
perseverance, and the
search for authenticity
are universal.

SCORSESE'S
DIRECTION: A
DIFFERENT KIND
OF MASTERPIECE

For  Martin  Scorsese,
Alice  Doesn  T  Live

Here Anymore was a
departure  from  the
testosterone-fueled
crime  dramas  he  was
becoming  known  for.
Yet it showcases many
of  the  d i rec to r ia l
trademarks that would
define  his  career:
d y n a m i c  c a m e r a
m o v e m e n t s ,
naturalistic  dialogue,
the  use  of  popular
music ,  and  a  deep
empathy  for  flawed,
striving  characters.
Scorsese  br ings  a
sense  of  urgency  and
spontaneity to the film,
part icular ly  in  the
scenes set in the diner
and  on  the  road.  He
a l s o  d r a w s  o u t
r e m a r k a b l e
performances from his
c a s t ,  a n d  h i s
collaboration with Ellen
Burstyn  results  in  a
deeply layered portrait
o f  a  w o m a n  i n
transition.  The  film's
balance  of  humor,
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heartache, and hope is
a  t e s t a m e n t  t o
Scorsese's  versatility
as  a  filmmaker.  While
Alice  Doesn  T  Live
Here  Anymore  may
not  be  as  flashy  as
s o m e  o f  h i s  l a t e r
works,  it  remains  one
of his most emotionally
resonant films.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
LASTING LEGACY

Upon  its  release  in
1974,  Alice  Doesn T
Live  Here  Anymore
received  widespread
critical  acclaim. Critics
praised the screenplay,
d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
performances,  with
Ellen  Burstyn  earning
the Academy Award for
Best  Actress.  The  film
was also nominated for
B e s t  S u p p o r t i n g
Actress  (Diane  Ladd),
B e s t  O r i g i n a l
Screenplay,  and  Best

C i n e m a t o g r a p h y .
Audiences  connected
deeply  with the story,
a n d  i t  b e c a m e  a
commercial  success.
Over  the  years,  the
film has  maintained  its
reputation as a classic
of  1970s  American
cinema. It is frequently
studied  in  film  courses
and  celebrated  for  its
realistic portrayal  of  a
woman's inner life. The
film  also  spawned  a
popular television spin-
off  series  titled  Alice,
which ran from 1976 to
1985 and starred Linda
Lavin  as  a  waitress.
While  the  series  took
on  a  lighter  tone,  it
kept  the  spirit  of  the
film  alive  for  a
mainstream  audience.
Today, Alice Doesn T
Live Here Anymore is
r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a
groundbreaking  work
that paved the way for
m o r e  n u a n c e d
portrayals of women in
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film.

THE FILM'S PLACE
IN FEMINIST
CINEMA

Alice  Doesn  T  Live
H e r e  A n y m o r e
arrived  at  a  pivotal
m o m e n t  i n  t h e
women's  liberation
movement ,  and  i t
resonated  deeply  with
audiences  who  were
hungry  for  stor ies
about  women  taking
control  of  their  lives.
Unlike many films of its
era, Alice is not defined
b y  a  r o m a n t i c
relationship or tragedy.
Her  journey  is  about
personal  agency,  and
the  film  respects  her
enough to let her make
mistakes  and  learn
from them. It does not
offer easy answers or a
fairy-tale  ending,  but
ra the r  a  sense  o f
earned  hope.  The  film
is  often  included  in
discussions of feminist

cinema because of  its
refusal  to  reduce  its
p r o t a g o n i s t  t o  a
stereotype.  Alice  is
a l l o w e d  t o  b e
ambitious,  frustrated,
loving,  and  flawed.  In
th i s  sense ,  Al ice
Doesn  T  Live  Here
Anymore  remains  a
b e n c h m a r k  f o r
c h a r a c t e r - d r i v e n
storytelling that places
women's  experiences
at  the  center  of  the
narrative.

THE MUSIC THAT
DEFINES AN ERA

Music plays a vital role
in Alice Doesn T Live
H e r e  A n y m o r e ,
reflecting  the
protagonist's  dreams
and  emotions.  The
soundtrack  features  a
range  of  songs  that
capture the spirit of the
1970s,  including  the
title  track  performed
by  Hannah  Dean  and
t h e  i c o n i c  u s e  o f
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Motown classics.  Ellen
Burstyn's  own  singing
voice  is  used  in  key
scenes  where  Alice
performs  in  c lubs,
adding  authenticity  to
h e r  c h a r a c t e r ' s
aspirations.  The music
in  the  film  is  not  just
background noise—it is
i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e
s t o r y t e l l i n g ,
highlighting  Alice's
longing,  her  moments
o f  j o y ,  a n d  h e r
de te rmina t ion  to
reclaim her voice, both
l i t e r a l l y  a n d
metaphorically.

WHY "ALICE
DOESN'T LIVE
HERE ANYMORE"
ENDURES

The enduring appeal of
Alice  Doesn  T  Live
Here Anymore lies in
its humanity. It is a film
about  a  woman  who
refuses to be defeated
by  circumstance.  It  is
funny,  sad,  uplifting,

and  utterly  real.  The
performances  have
aged  beautifully,  and
Scorsese's  direction
remains  fresh  and
engaging.  The  film
speaks to anyone who
has  ever  had  to  start
over,  who  has  ever
dreamed  of  a  different
life,  or  who  has  ever
needed to find strength
they did not know they
had.  The  title  itself
echoes  a  sense  o f
c h a n g e  a n d
transformation—Alice
no longer  lives  in  the
past  or  in  a  state  of
complacency.  She  is
moving  forward,  even
w h e n  t h e  r o a d  i s
u n c e r t a i n .  T h a t
message is as powerful
today  as  i t  was  in
1974.

CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS STORY
OF REINVENTION

M o r e  t h a n  f o u r
decades  a f te r  i t s



Alice Doesn T Live Here Anymore 11

11

release,  Alice  Doesn
T Live Here Anymore
s t a n d s  a s  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
American cinema. It is
a  film  that  combines
the  grit  of  the  1970s
with a timeless story of
r e s i l i e n c e ,  s e l f -
discovery,  and  the
cou rage  t o  beg in
again.  Through  Ellen
Burstyn's unforgettable
performance,  Martin
Scorsese's  sensitive
d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  a
screenplay  full  of  wit
and  wisdom,  the  film
remains  a  touchstone
for  anyone  seeking  a
story about the human

spirit. For new viewers,
it  offers  a  window  into
a transformative era in
filmmaking.  For
returning viewers, it is
like  meeting  an  old
f r i e n d — o n e  w h o
reminds you that  it  is
n e v e r  t o o  l a t e  t o
change  your  l i f e .
U l t imate ly ,  Al ice
Doesn  T  Live  Here
A n y m o r e  i s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
enduring  power  of
cinema  to  reflect,
challenge,  and  inspire
us.  It  is  a  film  that
continues  to  live  on,
even  as  Alice  moves
fo rwa rd  i n to  new
horizons.


