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THE ENIGMA OF
THE HILLS HAVE
EYES 3: THE
BEGINNING

The remote, irradiated
deserts of New Mexico
have spawned some of
the  most  terrifying
narratives  in  modern
horror  cinema.  Among
t h e  p a n t h e o n  o f
s u r v i v a l  h o r r o r
franchises,  The  Hills
Have Eyes stands as a
brutal  and  unflinching
e x a m i n a t i o n  o f
humanity pushed to its
limits.  For  years,  fans
of  the  ser ies  have
whispered  about  a

project  shrouded  in
m y s t e r y  a n d
speculation:  The Hills
Have  Eyes  3  The
Beginning.  While  the
franchise has seen two
distinct  film
cycles—the  original
1977  Wes  C raven
classic  and  its  1985
sequel,  followed  by
Alexandre  Aja's  bone-
crushing 2006 remake
and  its  2007  follow-
up—the idea of a third
installment  carrying
the  sub t i t l e  "The
Beginning"  suggests  a
narrative prequel. This
concept,  whether  real
or  a  persistent  rumor,
opens  a  fascinating
d o o r  i n t o  t h e
mytho logy  o f  t he
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mutant  clans.  What
would  it  mean  to  go
back to the very start?
How did the radiation-
scarred  cannibals
come to dominate the
fo rgo t ten  a tomic
testing  zones?  Let  us
explore the legacy, the
lore,  and  the  chilling
potential  of  what  The
Hills  Have  Eyes  3
The Beginning  could
truly represent.

THE FRACTURED
LINEAGE OF A
HORROR CLASSIC

To  understand  the
allure  of  The  Hills
Have  Eyes  3  The
Beginning,  one  must
first  appreciate  the
convoluted  history  of
the  franchise.  The
original  1977  film,
directed  by  horror
maestro  Wes  Craven,
introduced  audiences
to  the  Carter  family
a n d  t h e  s a v a g e ,
deformed  Jupiter  clan.

I t  was  a  raw,  l ow-
budget  masterpiece
that  tapped  into  the
primal  fear  of  being
hunted .  The  1985
sequel, The Hills Have
Eyes Part II, attempted
to  continue  the  story
but  was  c r i t i ca l ly
panned  for  its  use  of
excessive  flashbacks
and  a  less  coherent
narrative.
Decades  later,  the
franchise  was  reborn.
Alexandre  Aja's  2006
remake  took  the  core
concept and injected it
with a visceral, modern
brutality. It was leaner,
meaner,  and  visually
s t u n n i n g  i n  i t s
grotesque realism. This
version  spawned  its
own  sequel,  The  Hills
Have  Eyes  2  (2007),
which shifted the focus
to a group of National
G u a r d  t r a i n e e s
encounter ing  the
mutants. However, it is
in  the  gap  between
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these  narratives  that
f a n s  h a v e  l o n g
speculated  about  a
missing  piece.  The
phrase The Hills Have
E y e s  3  T h e
B e g i n n i n g  h a s
surfaced  in  onl ine
forums and fan circles,
often associated with a
proposed  prequel  that
would  delve  into  the
origin  of  the mutation
itself.  While  no  official
theatrical release bears
this  exact  title,  the
concept persists as one
of  the  great  "what  if"
s t o r i e s  i n  h o r r o r
history.

The
Prequel
Concept:
Why "The

Beginning
" Matters
A  prequel  carries  a
un ique  bu rden  i n
s to ry te l l i ng .  The
aud ience  a l ready
k n o w s  t h e  d a r k
destination;  the  thrill
lies  in  the  journey.  A
film  titled  The  Hills
Have  Eyes  3  The
Beginning  would  be
tasked  with  exploring
the  genesis  of  the
J u p i t e r  c l a n .  T h e
e s t a b l i s h e d  l o r e
suggests  that  the
fami ly  was  once  a
group  o f  o rd inary
miners  or  locals  who
w e r e  h o r r i b l y
disfigured and mentally
degraded  by  decades
of exposure to open-air
atomic  testing  in  the
1 9 5 0 s  a n d  6 0 s .  A
prequel  could  show
this  transformation  in
real-time.  We  could
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witness the descent of
a normal,  hardworking
family into the savage,
flesh-eating  monsters
of  the  desert.  This
narrative  would  be
deeply  tragic,  playing
more  like  a  slow-burn
psychological  horror
than  a  simple  slasher
film.  It  would  ask  the
a u d i e n c e  t o
sympathize  with  the
victims of  government
neg l igence  wh i l e
simultaneously  fearing
the monsters they are
destined to become.

WHAT A THIRD
INSTALLMENT
COULD EXPLORE:
NARRATIVE
POSSIBILITIES

I f  we  imagine  The
Hills  Have  Eyes  3
The  Beginning  as  a
completed  film,  what
stories  would  it  tell?
T h e  n a r r a t i v e
landscape is  rich  with
potential.  Here  are

several  key  areas  a
prequel could explore:

The
Government
Conspiracy: The
backbone of the
mutant lore is
the U.S.
government's
secret atomic
testing. A
prequel could
follow a scientist
or a military
officer tasked
with cleaning up
the test sites.
Instead of a
cleanup, they
discover the
horrifying
mutations
occurring in the
remote canyons.
The film could be
a tense thriller
about covering
up a crime
against
humanity.
The Original
Family: We
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could meet the
Jupiter family
before the
mutations. A film
following a
patriarch like
"Papa Jupiter" as
a struggling
miner in the
1940s, trying to
feed his family in
a desolate
landscape. The
horror would
stem from
watching him
change, his mind
snapping under
the influence of
the radiation and
the isolation of
the desert.
The First
Encounter: How
did the mutants
first become a
threat? A prequel
could focus on a
group of
travelers,
scientists, or
even law

enforcement
officers who
ventured into the
forbidden zone
and never came
back. This would
be a classic
survival horror
structure, but
with the added
weight of
knowing these
events are the
"origin" of the
legend.
The Role of the
Mines: The
mutants live in a
labyrinth of
abandoned
mines and
tunnels. A
prequel could
explore the
history of these
mines. Were they
natural? Were
they part of the
atomic testing
infrastructure?
The
claustrophobic
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setting of the
tunnels would
provide a
terrifyingly
intimate
environment for
the horror to
unfold.

The Tone:
From
Revenge
to
Tragedy
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling reasons for
a  prequel  l ike  The
Hills  Have  Eyes  3
The Beginning is the
shift in emotional tone.
The  2006  remake  is
primarily  a  film  about
v e n g e a n c e  a n d
survival.  The audience
roo t s  f o r  Doug  to

rescue his wife and kill
t he  mutan ts .  I n  a
prequel,  the  moral
lines would be blurred.
The  mutants  wouldn't
be  v i l l a i n s  i n  t he
traditional  sense;  they
would  be  v ic t ims.
Se e ing  t he  wo r l d
through the eyes of a
child  growing  up  in  a
fallout  zone,  slowly
becoming  something
less  than  human ,
wou ld  be  a  hear t -
wrenching  experience.
The  horror  would  not
come  from  the  jump
scares  but  from  the
slow, tragic unraveling
of  humani ty .  Th is
would  e levate  the
franchise  from  simple
exploitation  horror  to
genuine  science  fiction
tragedy,  a  move  that
would satisfy long-time
fans while attracting a
n e w  a u d i e n c e
interested  in  deeper
thematic  content.
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THE LEGACY AND
THE UNFULFILLED
PROMISE

Why does the idea of
The Hills Have Eyes
3  The  Beginning
continue to resonate in
the horror community?
I t  s p e a k s  t o  a
fundamental desire for
completeness.  The
2006  remake  and  its
2007  sequel  left  the
world  feel ing  both
e x p a n s i v e  a n d
incomplete. The sequel
was  widely  criticized,
and  the  f ranch ise
seemed  to  die  on  a
whimper rather than a
bang.  A  prequel  offers
a  c h a n c e  f o r
redemption—a  way  to
return  to  the  source
a n d  d o  i t  r i g h t .
Fur thermore ,  the
horror genre has seen
a  r e s u r g e n c e  i n
"elevated  horror"  and
lore-heavy  franchises
like Hereditary and The

Conjuring  Universe.
There is an appetite for
mythology.  Fans  want
to  know  the  "why"
behind the terror. The
Hills  Have  Eyes  3
T h e  B e g i n n i n g
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
fulfillment  of  that
cur ios i ty.  I t  is  the
Rosetta  Stone  that
wou ld  decode  the
madness of the desert.
Moreover,  the  tit le
itself  carries  a  specific
marketing weight. "The
Beginning"  implies
finality. It suggests that
this is the last piece of
t h e  p u z z l e .  F o r  a
franchise that has been
rebooted,  sequelized,
and rebooted again, a
definitive  origin  story
w o u l d  s e r v e  a s  a
capstone.  It  would
al low  the  series  to
stand  as  a  complete
t r i l ogy  (Remake ,
Sequel,  Prequel).  This
structural  neatness  is
appealing to collectors,
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completists,  and  fans
w h o  a p p r e c i a t e
narrative  architecture.
It  turns  a  chaotic  film
h i s t o r y  i n t o  a
deliberate,  planned
story.

The
Unseen
Cinemati
c
Challenge
Of course, making The
Hills  Have  Eyes  3
The  Beginning  a
reality  would  present
significant  challenges.
The  primary  issue  is
t h e  a u d i e n c e ' s
sympathy.  Horror  films
rely  on  the  audience
feeling  little  remorse
for the monsters being
ki l led.  I f  a  prequel
humanizes  the  Jupiter

clan too much, it might
d e t r a c t  f r o m  t h e
savage  thril l  of  the
original. The film would
need to strike a perfect
balance—making  the
t r a g e d y  f e l t ,  b u t
ensuring  the  final
mutation  is  so  horrific
that  the  audience
understands  why  the
later  films  treat  these
creatures as pure evil.
The makeup and visual
effects  would  also  be
under intense scrutiny.
The  mutants  need  to
look  l i ke  they  are
evolving,  not  ful ly
formed.  The  ear ly
stages  of  mutation
might  be  subtle—a
strange  birthmark,  a
h u n c h e d  b a c k ,  a
nervous  twitch—that
slowly  builds  into  full-
blown  disfigurement.
This requires masterful
prosthetic  work  and a
director  with  a  keen
e y e  f o r  g r a d u a l ,
atmospheric horror.
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THE CULTURAL
IMPACT OF A
PHANTOM FILM

It  is  fascinating  that
The Hills Have Eyes
3 The Beginning has
had  a  cultural  impact
despite  not  officially
e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e
mainstream  canon.  It
has  become a  talking
p o i n t  i n  h o r r o r
podcasts,  YouTube
e s s a y s ,  a n d  f a n
c o n v e n t i o n s .  I t
represents  the  "lost
chapter"  of  a  beloved
brutal  series.  This
phantom film serves as
a  Rorschach  test  for
horror fans. For some,
i t  i s  a  m i s s e d
opportunity—a  sign  of
a  studio  that  didn't
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
potential of the IP. For
o t h e r s ,  i t  i s  a
safeguard,  a  film  that
never  happened  and
therefore  never  had
the chance to ruin the

m y s t e r y .  T h e
ambiguity  is  itself  a
form  of  horror.  The
unknown origin of  the
monsters  i s  o f ten
s c a r i e r  t h a n  t h e
e x p l a n a t i o n .  B y
remaining  a  rumor,
The Hills Have Eyes
3  The  Beginning
exists  in  a  perfect,
uncanny  valley—close
enough to reality to be
tantalizing, but distant
enough to remain pure
imagination.

How It
Connects
to
Modern
Horror



10

10 The Hills Have Eyes 3 The
Beginning

2025-01-29

Trends
T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a
prequel  explaining  a
monster's  origin  is  a
dominant  t rend  in
modern  horror.  Films
like  Orphan:  First  Kill
and Pearl  have shown
that  audiences  are
h u n g r y  f o r  t h e
backstory  of  iconic
vi l lains.  The  Hills
Have  Eyes  3  The
Beginning  fits
perfect ly  into  this
paradigm. It  would be
a period  piece,  set  in
the  mid-20th  century,
a  t i m e  o f  a t o m i c
anxiety  and  Cold  War
paranoia.  The  visual
a e s t h e t i c
alone—vintage  cars,
1950s  fashion,  and
retro-futuristic  military
technology—would  be
a feast for the eyes. It
would  contrast  the
ster i le,  opt imist ic
American Dream of the

1950s  with  the  grim
r e a l i t y  o f  t h e
radioactive  wasteland.
This  juxtaposition  is  a
powerful tool for social
commentary.  The  film
would  crit icize  the
neg l igence  o f  the
m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l
complex, a theme that
r e m a i n s  d e e p l y
relevant today. In this
way,  The Hills  Have
E y e s  3  T h e
Beginning  would  not
just  be a horror  film;  it
would  be  a  historical
horror  drama,  using
the  past  to  comment
on the present.

THE FAN
WISHLIST: WHAT
THE COMMUNITY
WANTS

If  we  were  to  survey
fans of the franchise on
what  they  demand
from a title called The
Hills  Have  Eyes  3
The  Beg inn ing ,
several  consistent
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themes  emerge:

Return to the1.
Dessert: Fans
want the gritty,
sun-scorched,
claustrophobic
landscape of the
original. No
urban settings,
no labs. The
desert is a
character in
itself.
Papa Jupiter's2.
Backstory: The
mutant patriarch
is a terrifying
icon. His origin
story, including
how he met the
"witch" of the
family and how
he took control of
the mines, is
highly desired.
Practical3.
Effects: The CGI
in the 2007
sequel was
heavily criticized.
A new prequel
would need to

rely heavily on
practical
makeup,
animatronics,
and stunt work to
recapture the
visceral feel of
the 2006 film.
Slow-Burn4.
Pacing: Rather
than jumping
straight into the
carnage, fans
want a film that
builds tension.
They want to see
the family
become
paranoid, the
food run out, and
the radiation
slowly poison
their minds.
No Heroes: One5.
of the most
appealing
aspects of The
Hills Have Eyes
3 The
Beginning is the
potential lack of
a traditional
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hero. The
protagonist could
be the Jupiter
family itself, or
perhaps a
morally
ambiguous
government
agent. The story
would not be
about rescue, but
about the birth of

a legend.

CONCLUSION: THE
HORROR OF THE
UNSEEN

In  the end,  The Hills
Have  Eyes  3  The
Beginning  remains  a
tantalizing phantasm in
the landscape of horror
cinema.  It  represents
the


