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INTRODUCTION

Long  Bay  Correctional
C o m p l e x ,  o f t e n
referred  to  simply  as
Long Bay Jail, stands as
one of Australia’s most
infamous  correctional
facilities.  Located  in
the  Sydney  suburb  of
M a t r a v i l l e ,  t h i s
imposing  institution
has  housed  some  of
the  nat ion ’s  most
notorious  criminals,
white-collar  fraudsters,
and  controvers ia l
figures.  For  decades,
the phrase Long Bay
Jail  famous  inmates
has  captured  public

imagination,  evoking
images of high-security
wings,  sensational
trials,  and larger-than-
life  personalities.  This
article  takes  a  deep
dive into the history of
Long Bay, the reasons
it  has  held  so  many
notable  prisoners,  and
the  compelling  stories
of  the individuals who
served  time within  its
walls. By exploring the
l ives  of  those  who
walked its corridors, we
gain a unique lens into
Australia’s  criminal
justice system and the
societal impact of high-
profile incarceration.
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OF LONG BAY JAIL

Opened in 1914, Long
Bay  Co r rec t i ona l
Complex was originally
designed as a modern,
reform-oriented prison.
Over  the  decades,  it
evolved  into  a  multi-
p u r p o s e  f a c i l i t y
housing  maximum-
secur i ty  inmates,
remand prisoners, and
those  serving  shorter
sentences.  Its  location
on the coast of Sydney
gave it a stark, isolated
atmosphere  that  has
become  symbolic  in
Australian  crime  lore.
The  complex  includes
severa l  separa te
prisons,  including  the
Metropolitan  Remand
and  Reception  Centre
( M R R C ) ,  w h i c h
p r o c e s s e s  n e w l y
arrested  individuals,
and  the  Long  Bay
H o s p i t a l ,  w h i c h
provides  psychiatric
and medical care. This

combination  of  roles
means  that  Long  Bay
has  a lways  been  a
transient  point  for
many  of  Australia’s
most famous criminals,
often  holding  them
d u r i n g  p r e - t r i a l
detention,  psychiatric
assessment,  or  the
initial  phase  of  their
sentences.  The  jail’s
notoriety  is  not  just
d u e  t o  i t s  a g e  o r
arch i tec ture ,  but
because it  has served
as  a  gateway  to  the
correctional system for
countless  high-profile
individuals.

WHY LONG BAY
HELD FAMOUS
INMATES

Several  factors  have
m a d e  L o n g  B a y  a
magnet  fo r  high-
profile  inmates  at
L o n g  B a y
C o r r e c t i o n a l
Complex .  F i rst ,  i t
serves as  the primary
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reception prison for the
Sydney  metropolitan
area,  meaning  almost
every  person  arrested
in  the  c i ty  passes
through  i ts  intake
un i ts .  For  famous
individuals, this is often
where  they  are  first
he ld  a f ter  a r rest ,
attract ing  intense
m e d i a  s c r u t i n y .
Second,  Long  Bay
houses  specialised
units  for  psychiatric
a s s e s s m e n t  a n d
protective  custody.
Inmates  who  pose  a
h igh  r i sk ,  requ i re
mental health care, or
are  considered  high-
va lue  ta rgets  a re
frequently placed here.
Third,  the  prison’s
location  in  a  major
media  market  means
that  journalists  and
photographers  are
a l w a y s  n e a r b y ,
amplifying the fame of
those  incarcerated.
T h i s  u n i q u e

i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f
geography,  function,
a n d  s e c u r i t y  h a s
cemented  Long  Bay’s
reputation  as  a  home
to  famous  criminals
held  at  Long  Bay ,
making it a focal point
for public curiosity.

Classifica
tion and
Reception
W h e n  a  p e r s o n  i s
arrested,  they  are
typically  taken  to  the
MRRC at Long Bay for
classification.  This
process  determines
where  they  wi l l  be
housed based on their
security  risk,  health
needs, and the nature
of  their  cr ime.  For
famous  inmates,  this
o f t e n  m e a n s
segregation  from  the
general  population  to
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prevent  harassment,
v i o l e n c e ,  o r
exp lo i ta t ion .  The
classification  unit
becomes  a  temporary
h o m e  f o r  m e d i a
figures,  high-net-worth
individuals,  and  those
accused  of  notorious
crimes.  This  initial
period  is  often  the
most  publicly  visible,
as  court  appearances
and  ba i l  hear ings
generate  headlines
linking the accused to
Long Bay.

High
Security
Units
F o r  t h e  m o s t
dangerous  or  high-
profile  inmates,  Long
Bay  operates  high-
security wings that are
designed  to  restrict
m o v e m e n t  a n d

contact.  These  units
house  prisoners  who
r e q u i r e  e x t r e m e
supervision,  including
those  connected  to
o rgan i sed  c r ime ,
terrorism,  or  serial
murder.  The  intense
security  measures,
combined  with  the
prison’s  historical
mystique,  have  made
these wings the setting
for  many  true-crime
stories.  The  presence
of  notable prisoners
Long  Bay  in  these
u n i t s  h a s  b e e n  a
recurring  theme  in
Aus t ra l i an  c r ime
journalism.

PROFILES OF
NOTABLE LONG
BAY JAIL FAMOUS
INMATES

The  list  of  individuals
w h o  h a v e  b e e n
incarcerated  at  Long
Bay reads like a who’s
who  o f  Aust ra l ian
crime,  scandal,  and
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tragedy.  Each  inmate
brought  their  own
story, and their time at
the jail  added another
layer  to  its  legend.
Below are some of the
most  famous,  along
with  the  context  of
their  crimes  and their
connect ion  to  the
facil ity.

Neddy
Smith:
The Man
Who Ran
the Drugs
Arthur Stanley “Neddy”
S m i t h  w a s  o n e  o f
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  m o s t
notorious  gangsters
and  drug  traffickers.
During the 1970s and
1980s,  he  controlled
much  of  the  heroin
trade  in  Sydney  and

was  known  for  h is
violent  enforcement
methods. Smith was a
long-term  inmate  at
Long  Bay,  where  he
spent  many  years
before  his  death  in
2021.  His  time  inside
w a s  m a r k e d  b y
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s ,
attempted  escapes,
a n d  a  f a m o u s
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h
corrupt  police  officers.
Smith ’s  memoirs ,
written from his cell at
Long  Bay,  became
b e s t s e l l e r s  a n d
detailed a life of crime
that  fascinated  the
public. His presence at
the jail made it a site of
pilgrimage  for  true-
crime  enthusiasts  and
cemented his status as
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
famous  inmates  of
Long  Bay  prison.
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Lindy
Chamberl
ain: The
Dingo

Case
F e w  c a s e s  h a v e
divided  Australia  like
t h a t  o f  L i n d y
Chamberlain.  In  1980,
her  nine-week-old
d a u g h t e r  A z a r i a
disappeared  from  a
campsite at Uluru, with
Lindy claiming a dingo
had  taken  the  baby.
She  was  convicted  of
murder  in  1982  and
sentenced  to  l i f e
i m p r i s o n m e n t .
Chamberlain  was  sent
to Long Bay Women’s
Pr ison,  where  she
served  four  years
before  being  released
and  later  exonerated.

Her  time at  Long Bay
was a period of intense
public  interest,  with
s u p p o r t e r s  a n d
d e t r a c t o r s  a l i k e
following  her  ordeal.
T h e  j a i l  b e c a m e
s y m b o l i c  o f  h e r
struggle  for  justice,
and her story remains
a powerful example of
how  high-profile
inmates at Long Bay
C o r r e c t i o n a l
Complex  can become
symbols  of  broader
societal  debates.

Alan
Bond:
The Rise
and Fall
of a
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Tycoon
A l a n  B o n d  w a s  a
c e l e b r a t e d
entrepreneur  and
America’s  Cup  winner
before  h is  empire
collapsed  in  the  early
1990s.  Convicted  of
fraud for his role in the
collapse of  Bell  Group
and  other  ventures,
Bond was sentenced to
prison and served time
at  Long  Bay.  His  fall
f r o m  g r a c e  w a s
d r a m a t i c :  f r o m
international acclaim to
a  c e l l  i n  o n e  o f
Australia’s  toughest
prisons.  Bond’s  white-
collar crimes made him
a  different  kind  of
f a m o u s  i n m a t e ,
rep resen t ing  the
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f
corporate ambition and
criminality. His time at
L o n g  B a y  w a s
relatively short, but his
status  as  a  notable

prisoner  Long  Bay
highlighted  the  jail’s
role in housing not just
violent  offenders,  but
also  those  who  had
betrayed public trust.

Ivan
Milat: The
Backpack
er
Murderer
I van  Mi la t ,  one  o f
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  m o s t
notorious serial  killers,
was  housed  at  Long
Bay  during  the  early
s t a g e s  o f  h i s
imprisonment. After his
arrest  in 1994 for  the
m u r d e r  o f  s e v e n
backpackers  in  the
Belanglo  State  Forest,
Milat  was  held  at  the
MRRC  while  awaiting
trial.  He  also  spent



8

8 Long Bay Jail Famous Inmates 2026-02-14

t i m e  i n  t h e  j a i l ’ s
psychiatric  unit  for
evaluation.  Though he
w a s  u l t i m a t e l y
transferred to Goulburn
Correctional  Centre’s
SuperMax  wing,  his
initial  detention  at
Long  Bay  placed  him
among  the  famous
criminals  held  at
Long Bay.  The media
circus  surrounding  his
appearance  in  court
and  his  t ime  in  the
prison  added  to  the
jail’s  grim  reputation.
Milat’s presence was a
stark  reminder  of  the
evil  that  sometimes
passes  through  the
facility’s  gates.

Mick
Hawi: The
Bikie King
Mick  Hawi  was  the
national  president  of

t h e  C o m a n c h e r o
Motorcycle Club and a
central  figure  in  the
2009  Sydney  Airport
brawl  that  led  to  the
death of  a  rival  bikie.
He  was  convicted  of
murder and sentenced
to  life  in  prison,  with
his  time  at  Long  Bay
serving as a key period
of  his  incarceration.
Hawi was held in high-
security conditions due
to  the  r isk  of  gang
v i o l e n c e  a n d
retaliation.  His  status
as  a  famous inmate
of  Long  Bay  prison
reflected  the  ongoing
war  between  bikie
gangs  and  the  justice
s y s t e m .  H a w i ’ s
c h a r i s m a  a n d
leadership  inside  the
prison  made  him  a
figure  of  both  fear  and
fascination  among
other inmates and the
public.
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John
Ibrahim:
The King
of Kings
Cross
J o h n  I b r a h i m  i s  a
controversial  figure  in
Sydney’s nightclub and
underworld  scene.
While he never faced a
major  conviction  for
serious  violence,  he
was held at  Long Bay
on remand for various
charges related to  his
alleged involvement in

o rgan i sed  c r ime .
Ibrahim’s  flamboyant
l i f e s t y l e ,  m e d i a
appearances,  and
associates made him a
household  name.  His
time at Long Bay was
b r i e f  b u t  h i g h l y
publicised, with gossip
columns  and  news
outlets  detailing  his
experiences  inside.
I b r a h i m ’ s  s t o r y
illustrates  how  even
a l l e g a t i o n s  o f
criminality can lead to
a  spell  in  Long  Bay,
and  how  the  ja i l ’ s
connection  to  Long
Bay  Ja i l  famous
inmates  ex tends
beyond  convicted
criminals  to  those  at
the edges


