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MASTERING CORRE
GUITAR CHORDS: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
FOR EVERY
PLAYER

There are some songs
that  immedia te ly
capture the heart with
their melody, emotion,
and  simplicity.  One
such track is "Corre" by
the  Latin  Grammy-
winning  duo  Jesse  &
Joy. Released as part of
their album ¿Con Quién
Se  Queda  El  Perro?,
this  powerful  ballad
has  resonated  with
millions  of  listeners
w o r l d w i d e .  F o r
guitarists,  learning  to
p l a y  " C o r r e "  i s  a

rewarding  experience
because  the  song
blends emotional depth
with  accessible  chord
structures.  Whether
you  are  a  beginner
looking  for  your  first
sing-along piece or an
intermediate  player
wanting  to  refine  your
s t r u m m i n g ,
understanding  Corre
guitar chords will open
the door to a beautiful
performance.
Th is  gu ide  covers
everything you need to
know  about  playing
"Corre"  on  the  guitar.
From  the  basic  chord
s h a p e s  a n d
p r o g r e s s i o n s  t o
strumming  patterns,
capo  placement,  and
practice  tips,  you  will
find  detailed
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explanations that allow
y o u  t o  p l a y  w i t h
confidence  and
expression.

WHY CORRE
GUITAR CHORDS
ARE PERFECT FOR
LEARNING

Before  diving  into  the
specific  chords  and
techniques, it helps to
understand  why  this
song  is  such  a  great
cho i ce  f o r  gu i t a r
players. "Corre" is built
around  a  repeating
chord progression that
is both memorable and
easy  to  manage.  The
song  stays  within  a
comfor tab le  key ,
making  it  suitable  for
singers  with  various
v o c a l  r a n g e s .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
emotional  arc  of  the
piece  allows  guitarists
to  practice  dynamic
control—playing  softly
dur ing  verses  and
bui ld ing  intensity

during  the  chorus.
Another  reason  Corre
guitar  chords  are  so
p o p u l a r  a m o n g
learners  is  that  they
introduce  essential
chord  transitions  that
appear  in  countless
other songs. Mastering
these  changes  wil l
improve  your  overall
fluency  on  the
instrument.  The  song
also  offers
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o
e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
fingerpicking,
a r p e g g i o s ,  a n d
strumming  variations,
g iv ing  you  a  wel l -
rounded  prac t i ce
session every time you
play it.

THE KEY AND
BASIC CHORD
PROGRESSION

"Corre"  is  originally
performed in the key of
C  major.  This  key  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
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common  and  guitar-
friendly keys, as it uses
open  chords  that  are
easy  to  finger.  The
p r i m a r y  c h o r d
progression  that  runs
through the verses and
chorus  is  built  around
four chords:

C major – The
tonic chord,
providing a
stable and bright
foundation.
G major – The
dominant chord,
adding tension
and forward
motion.
A minor – The
relative minor,
introducing a
touch of
melancholy.
F major – The
subdominant
chord, offering a
warm lift.

The  core  progression
is:  C  –  G  –  Am  –  F
This four-chord loop is

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
recognizable  patterns
in  popular  music.  In
"Corre,"  it  serves  as
the backbone for both
the  verses  and  the
chorus,  with  sl ight
rhythmic  variations  to
differentiate  the
sections. The simplicity
of  the  progression
a l l o w s  t h e  v o c a l
melody  and  lyrics  to
take  center  stage,
which is a hallmark of
J e s s e  &  J o y ' s
songwriting  style.

DETAILED CHORD
SHAPES AND
FINGER
PLACEMENT

To  play  Corre  guitar
chords accurately, it is
i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s e
proper  finger
positioning. Below is a
breakdown  of  each
chord  shape  used  in
the song.
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C Major
Place  your  ring  finger
on the third fret of the
fifth  string  (A  string).
Your  middle  finger
goes on the second fret
of the fourth string (D
string).  Your  index
finger  presses  the  first
f ret  o f  the  second
string (B string). Strum
from  the  fifth  string
downward,  avoiding
the  sixth  string.  This
open C chord has a full,
b r ight  sound  that
a n c h o r s  t h e
progression.

G Major
For G major, there are
several  voicings,  but
the  most  common
open  shape  involves
placing  your  middle
finger  on  the  third  fret
of the sixth string (low
E), your index finger on
the second fret of the

fifth  string  (A),  and
your  ring  finger  on  the
third  fret  of  the  first
string  (high  E).  Some
players  also  use  the
pinky on the third fret
of  the  first  string.
Strum all six strings for
a rich, resonant tone.

A Minor
A minor is  one of  the
easiest  chords  on  the
guitar .  P lace  your
middle  finger  on  the
second  f ret  o f  the
fourth  string  (D)  and
your  ring  finger  on  the
second fret of the third
string  (G).  Your  index
finger rests on the first
f ret  o f  the  second
string (B).  Strum from
the  fifth  string
downward.  This  chord
h a s  a  s a d ,
introspective  quality
that  fits  the  song's
emotional  tone.
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F Major
F  m a j o r  c a n  b e
c h a l l e n g i n g  f o r
beginners  because  it
requires a barre shape.
However,  there  is  an
easier  alternative.  For
the  simpler  version,
place your index finger
on  the  first  fret  of  the
second string (B), your
middle  finger  on  the
second fret of the third
string  (G),  and  your
ring finger on the third
fret of the fourth string
(D).  Strum  from  the
f o u r t h  s t r i n g
downward,  avoiding
the  fifth  and  sixth
strings. This voicing is
not a full F major, but it
w o r k s  w e l l  i n  t h e
context of the song. As
you progress, you can
practice  the  full  barre
version at the first fret.

USING A CAPO TO

ADJUST THE KEY

If  you  find  the  original
key of C major too high
or  too  low  for  your
voice,  you  can  use  a
capo to transpose the
song. Placing a capo on
the  first  fret  and
playing the same chord
shapes  will  raise  the
key  to  C#  major.  On
the  second  fret,  you
will  be  playing  in  D
major, and so on. This
flexibility  makes  Corre
g u i t a r  c h o r d s
adaptable  for  singers
of any vocal range. The
beauty of using a capo
is  that  you  keep  the
same  fingerings  while
changing  the  overall
pitch  of  the  song.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  a
female  vocalist  wants
to  sing  "Corre"  in  a
higher key, placing the
capo  on  the  fifth  fret
and playing  the  same
C-G-Am-F  shapes  will
produce  the  key  of  F
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major. Experiment with
different capo positions
until  you find the most
comfortable  key  for
your  voice.

STRUMMING
PATTERNS AND
RHYTHM

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered  the  chord
shapes,  the  next  step
i s  t o  d e v e l o p  a
strumming pattern that
matches the feel of the
song.  "Corre"  i s  a
ballad  with  a  steady,
flowing  rhythm.  The
original recording uses
a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
downs t rokes  and
upstrokes that create a
gentle forward motion.
F o r  t h e  v e r s e s ,  a
simple  pattern  works
best: down, down-up,
up-down-up.  Count
this as 1, 2 and, 3 and
4  a n d .  K e e p  y o u r
s t r u m m i n g  h a n d
relaxed and let the pick

g l i d e  a c r o s s  t h e
s t r ings .  Focus  on
consistency rather than
speed.  As  you  move
into  the  chorus,  you
c a n  i n c r e a s e  t h e
intensity  by  adding
more downstrokes and
strumming  slightly
harder.  The  chorus
pattern can be: down,
down,  down-up,
down-up .
A  common mistake  is
t o  s t r u m  t o o
a g g r e s s i v e l y
throughout  the  entire
song.  Remember  that
dynamics are key to a
c o m p e l l i n g
performance.  The
verses  should  feel
i n t i m a t e  a n d
restrained,  while  the
chorus  opens  up  with
more  energy.  Practice
switching  between
these dynamics as you
play through the Corre
guitar chords.
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FINGERPICKING
AND ARPEGGIO

OPTIONS

I f  you  want  to  add
more  nuance  to  your
rendition of "Corre," try
fingerpicking  the
chords  ins tead  o f
s t r u m m i n g .
Fingerpicking  allows
y o u  t o  h i g h l i g h t
individual  notes within
each chord, creating a
delicate,  expressive
s o u n d .  A  s i m p l e
arpegg io  pa t te rn
involves  plucking  the
root note of each chord
w i th  you r  thumb,
followed  by  the  third
and  fifth  strings  with
your index and middle
fingers.
For C major, you might
pluck  the  fifth  string
(A)  with  your  thumb,
then  the  third  string
(G)  with  your  index,
and the second string
(B)  with  your  middle.
Repeat this pattern for

each  chord,  adjusting
t h e  b a s s  n o t e
accord ing ly .  Th is
a p p r o a c h  w o r k s
beautiful ly  for  the
verses  and  gives  the
song  a  softer,  more
intimate character. You
c a n  s w i t c h  t o
strumming  for  the
c h o r u s  t o  c r e a t e
contrast.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

E v e r y  g u i t a r i s t
encounters  obstacles
when  learning  a  new
song. Here are some of
the  most  common
challenges players face
w i th  Cor re  gu i ta r
chords  and  strategies
to overcome them.

Transition
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ing
Between

F and C
Moving from F major to
C  m a j o r  c a n  b e
awkward,  especially  if
you are using the barre
version  of  F.  Practice
the  transition  slowly,
focusing on lifting your
fingers  cleanly  and
placing  them  in  the
new shape. If the barre
F  is  too  difficult,  use
the simplified F voicing
described earlier. With
consistent practice, the
transition  will  become
smooth.

Keeping a
Steady

Strummin
g Tempo
Ballads  like  "Corre"
requ i re  a  s teady ,
unhurried rhythm. Use
a metronome set to a
slow tempo, around 70
beats per minute, and
practice strumming the
chord changes in time.
Gradually increase the
tempo as you become
more  comfortable.
Recording yourself can
also  help  you  identify
a reas  where  your
timing  drifts.

Singing
While
Playing
For  many  players,
s i n g i n g  w h i l e
s t r u m m i n g  i s  a
challenge.  Start  by
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humming  the  melody
whi le  you  play  the
chords.  Once you feel
confident  with  the
chord changes, add the
lyrics one phrase at a
t ime.  Focus  on  the
downbeats and let the
strumming  become
automatic.  Over  time,
your brain will learn to
coordinate both tasks.

PRACTICE ROUTINE
FOR MASTERY

To  internalize  Corre
guitar chords, dedicate
a t  l e a s t  1 0  t o  1 5
minutes  each  day  to
focused practice.  Here
is a suggested routine:

Warm-up (21.
minutes):
Stretch your
fingers and play
each chord
individually,
checking that all
notes ring
clearly.
Chord2.

transitions (5
minutes):
Practice moving
between C, G,
Am, and F in
sequence. Use a
metronome and
aim for clean,
silent changes.
Strumming3.
practice (5
minutes): Apply
the verse and
chorus
strumming
patterns while
cycling through
the progression.
Full song play-4.
through (3
minutes): Play
the entire song
from start to
finish, focusing
on dynamics and
expression.

Consistency  is  more
important  than  long
practice sessions. Even
a  few  minutes  each
d a y  w i l l  y i e l d
n o t i c e a b l e
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improvement  over  the
course of a week.

ADDING PERSONAL
EXPRESSION TO
YOUR
PERFORMANCE

Once  you  have  the
basic mechanics down,
you can begin  to  add
your own interpretation
to "Corre." Experiment
with  different  chord
voicings.  For example,
you can play G major
as a four-string version
by omitting the low E
string,  which  gives  a
tighter,  more  focused
sound.  You  can  also
add  embellishments
like  hammer-ons  or
pull-offs  within  the
c h o r d s  t o  c r e a t e
melodic movement.
A n o t h e r  w a y  t o
pe rsona l i ze  you r
performance is to vary
the dynamics. Play the
first  verse  very  softly,
almost  like a  whisper.

B u i l d  i n t e n s i t y
gradually  through  the
second verse and into
the chorus. The bridge
section  of  the  song
offers an opportunity to
s t r i p  b a c k  t h e
arrangement,  playing
only  sparse  arpeggios
before returning to full
strumming for the final
chorus.
Listening to the original
recording  by  Jesse  &
Joy  is  invaluable.  Pay
attention  to  how  the
guitar  sits  in  the  mix
a n d  h o w  t h e
strumming  pattern
interacts with the vocal
phrasing.  You  do  not
need  to  copy  every
d e t a i l ,  b u t
understanding  the
original  arrangement
gives you a foundation
to build upon.

WHY THIS SONG
REMAINS A
FAVORITE
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"Corre" has endured as
a  f avo r i t e  among
guitarists because it is
both  accessible  and
emotionally  resonant.
The Corre guitar chords
are simple enough for
beginners  to  learn
quickly,  yet  the  song
offers enough depth for

advanced  players  to
e x p l o r e  s u b t l e
nuances.  The  chord
progression  is  classic
and satisfying, and the
lyrics speak to themes
o f  l ove ,  l oss ,  and
letting  go—universal
experiences that every
listener can relate to.


