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YOUR ULTIMATE ANIMAL CROSSING NEW LEAF SHOP
GUIDE: UNLOCKING EVERY STORE AND ITS SECRETS

Welcome to your new life in Animal Crossing: New Leaf! As the
mayor of your own town, you'll quickly discover that shopping
isn't just a pastime—it’'s a way of life. From buying furniture to
fashion, each store plays a vital role in shaping your island
paradise. This comprehensive Animal Crossing New Leaf shop
guide will walk you through every retail location, how to unlock
upgrades, and tips to make the most of every bell you spend.
Whether you're a new mayor or a returning veteran, this guide
will help you shop like a pro.

Why a Shop Guide Matters
in Animal Crossing: New
Leaf

Animal Crossing: New Leaf is a game of progression and
personalization. Your town evolves based on your decisions, and
shops are at the heart of that evolution. Each store offers unique
items, from rare furniture sets to essential tools. Knowing when
and how to unlock the best shops will save you time, bells, and
frustration. This Animal Crossing New Leaf shop guide focuses on
the most important retail locations, including Nook’s Homes, the
Able Sisters, and more. We'll also cover special visitors like Leif
and Redd.

NOOKLING JUNCTION AND ITS UPGRADES

Tom Nook’s store is your first stop for almost everything. It starts
small, but with enough spending, it grows into a department
store. Understanding the upgrade path is crucial for any Animal
Crossing New Leaf shop guide.

Nookling Junction (Starting
Store)

This is the first shop you'll see. It sells basic tools, seeds, and a
limited selection of furniture. You can visit anytime between 8 AM
and 10 PM. To upgrade, you need to spend a total of 12,000 bells
here and wait at least 10 days since the store opened. Once
those conditions are met, the store will close for a day and
reopen as Nook ‘n” Go.

Nook ‘n’” Go

This upgrade brings a slightly larger inventory, including some
rare items and more furniture sets. The spending threshold for
the next upgrade is 25,000 bells, and you must wait at least 20
days since the first upgrade. This is a solid mid-game shop that
offers a good variety.

Nookway

Now you have a two-story store! The first floor sells tools,
wallpaper, and flooring. The second floor offers more furniture
and rare items. To unlock Nookway, spend 50,000 bells at Nook
‘n” Go and wait 30 days. This store is a major milestone in any
Animal Crossing New Leaf shop guide because it introduces
GracieGrace items later.

Nookington's

The final upgrade, Nookington's, is a department store. It
requires spending 100,000 bells at Nookway and waiting 30 days.
After that, you must also have the Fashion Check from
GracieGrace (she visits your town once you have the T&T
Emporium). Nookington’s sells everything from tools to Gracie's
exclusive furniture sets. It's open 24 hours, making it the most
convenient store in the game.

e Pro Tip: Always buy from Tom Nook’s store daily, even if
you don’t need anything. It pushes the upgrade timer and
spending totals faster.

e Item Availability: Each upgrade unlocks new furniture
series. The Modern Wood set, for example, is only available
at Nookington'’s.

THE ABLE SISTERS: FASHION AND DESIGN

Run by Sable and Mabel Able, this clothing shop is a must for any
fashion-conscious mayor. Your Animal Crossing New Leaf shop
guide wouldn’t be complete without covering how to unlock the
QR machine and special patterns.

Unlocking the Shop

Mabel will visit your town on a random day. Talk to her each time
she appears. After she visits a few times, she’ll ask to set up a
permanent shop. Say yes, and the Able Sisters will open within a
few days. The shop is open from 8 AM to 9 PM.

Services and Special
Features

The Able Sisters sell clothing, accessories, and umbrellas. But the
real treasure is the QR code machine. To unlock it, talk to Sable
every day for about 10 days. She’ll eventually share her story
and let you use the sewing machine. This allows you to import
custom designs from online or scan QR codes from other players.

e Custom Patterns: You can design your own clothes or
download designs from the internet.

e Seasonal Items: Certain clothing only appears during
holidays or events.

e Mannequins: You can purchase mannequins to display
outfits in your home.

LEIF'S GARDEN SHOP (GARDENING STORE)

Leif, the sloth, runs a gardening store that appears after you
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purchase a certain number of saplings and flowers from the
gardening section in Nook’s store. In this Animal Crossing New
Leaf shop guide, we cover how to get the best shrubs and rare
flowers.

How to Unlock Leif's Shop

Once you spend 50,000 bells at the gardening store (which
appears in Nook ‘n’ Go or later), Leif will approach you to open
his own store. It will be built near your town hall. Leif sells
saplings, flower seeds, and later, shrubs like azaleas and
hydrangeas. Shrubs are available only after you've completed
certain upgrades (like the Nature Day event).

Tips for Gardening

¢ Buy different seed types to cross-breed flowers. Hybrids
like blue roses and purple tulips are highly coveted.

e Leif’s stock rotates daily. Check back often for rare
saplings.

e Shrubs bloom in different seasons, so plan your town
landscaping accordingly.

THE MUSEUM SHOP: DONATE AND COLLECT

Blathers runs the museum, but once you’ve donated enough
items, a small shop opens inside. This shop is run by a gyroid
named Lottie. It sells museum-themed furniture, gyroids, and
artwork (after you unlock the art gallery).

Unlocking the Museum
Shop

You need to donate at least 20 items (fossils, fish, bugs, or
paintings) to Blathers. Then, the museum shop will open. It's
open the same hours as the museum (all day, but closed from 6
PM to 6 AM? Actually, the museum is open 24 hours? In New Leaf,
the museum is open from 9 AM to 11 PM? Check: Museum is open
9 AM to 9 PM? | recall it closes at 9 PM. Wait, the museum shop is
open during museum hours, which are 9 AM to 9 PM.)

ltems Available

¢ Gyroids - these collectible items make sounds and can be
placed in your house.

e Museum exhibits - you can buy miniature models of fossils
or fish.

e Artwork (after Redd’s gallery upgrade).

REDD’S ART GALLERY: RARE ART AND FORGERIES

Crazy Redd appears in your town occasionally. He sells artwork,
but some of it is fake. Once you’ve bought enough art from him
(genuine pieces donated to the museum), the museum will
upgrade and include an art gallery. This is a key part of any
Animal Crossing New Leaf shop guide for completionists.

How to Spot Fakes

Redd is known for selling forgeries. Compare the art with
real-world references. For example, the “Mona Lisa” in the game
has different eyebrows if it's fake. Use online guides to verify
each painting before buying. Only genuine pieces can be donated
to the museum.

Unlocking the Museum'’s
Art Section

After you donate at least one genuine painting to Blathers, he will
decide to expand the museum to include an art gallery. It will
take a few days to build. Once open, Redd will visit more often,
and you can complete your art collection.

KICKS: THE SHOE AND BAG SHOP

Skunk Kicks sells shoes, socks, and bags. He appears after you
spend a certain amount on clothing from the Able Sisters and
other stores. This shop is a welcome addition for those who want
complete fashion options.

Unlocking Kicks

Spend 10,000 bells at the Able Sisters and wait for Kicks to visit.
After he visits a few times, he’ll ask to open a permanent store.
It's open from 8 AM to 9 PM.

What Kicks Offers

¢ A wide variety of shoes, from sneakers to heels.
¢ Bags and socks in different colors.
e QOccasionally, rare patterns like striped socks.

THE ROOST: COFFEE AND RELAXATION

Brewster’s café, The Roost, is a hangout where you can drink
coffee and meet special characters. It is unlocked once you have
the museum upgrade (after donating 20 items? Actually, you
need to have the café built using a public works project once
you've unlocked the café PWP). Brewster appears after you talk
to him in the museum shop? Wait, in New Leaf, the café is a
public works project that becomes available after you visit a
friend’s café or after a certain point. It is not exactly a shop, but it
serves coffee and you can buy coffee to go.

How to Get The Roost

Speak to Brewster when he visits the museum shop. After
chatting, the café public works project will appear. Build it, and
you can visit anytime. You can also buy coffee beans or work a
shift as a barista.

GRACIEGRACE: LUXURY FASHION AND FURNITURE

GracieGrace is the high-end fashion store that appears once you
have Nookington’s or after you pass her fashion checks. Actually,
GracieGrace sets up a separate shop that is attached to
Nookington’s. She sells exclusive furniture sets like the Princess
series and Gracie's clothing line.

Unlocking GracieGrace

You need to pass four fashion checks from Gracie when she visits
your town. She will ask you to dress according to a theme (like
“Cute” or “Rock 'n’" Roll”). After the fourth check, she will open
her shop in Nookington’s. It is open from 9 AM to 9 PM. Her items
are expensive, but they are some of the rarest in the game.
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Getting the Best Furniture

e Save up bells - a single piece of Gracie furniture can cost
100,000 bells or more.

e Buy on rainy days? No, but check every day for new stock.

e Use the shop to complete your catalog.

» Post Office - send letters, buy stationary, and deposit
bells. You can also upgrade to the Post Office Savings Bank.

e Dream Suite - allows you to visit other players’ dream
towns, though not a traditional shop.

e Main Street - once you unlock it (by getting the T&T
Emporium?), all shops gather on Main Street for easy
access.

OTHER SHOPS AND SERVICES

TIPS FOR MAXIMIZING YOUR SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

Your Animal Crossing New Leaf shop guide should mention
smaller vendors:

 Isabelle’s Town Hall - not a shop, but you can purchase
ordinances and public works projects that affect shopping.

Here are some expert tips to help you get the most out of every
shop in Animal Crossing: New Leaf:

1. Spend Money Daily - The shop upgrades are based on
total bells spent and days passed



