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PICTURES OF TOP
CAT CARTOON
CHARACTERS: A
VISUAL JOURNEY
THROUGH
ANIMATION'S
MOST MEMORABLE
FELINES

From the golden age of
hand-drawn  animation
t o  t h e  d i g i t a l
masterpieces of today,
cat  characters  have
held a special place in
the hearts of audiences
worldwide.  The search
for  pictures  of  top
c a t  c a r t o o n
characters  o f ten

begins with a nostalgic
longing—a  desire  to
revisit  the  whiskered
friends who shaped our
c h i l d h o o d s  o r
introduced us to the art
of  storytelling  through
animation. These feline
figures  are  more  than
just drawings; they are
cultural  icons  whose
images  have  graced
merchandise,  inspired
fan  art,  and  become
s h o r t h a n d  f o r
personality  traits  we
recognize  in  ourselves
and  others.  In  this
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
exploration,  we  will
delve  into  the  finest
e x a m p l e s  o f  c a t
cartoon  characters,
examining what makes
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their visual designs so
enduring and why their
pictures  continue  to
c a p t i v a t e  n e w
generations.
The visual appeal of a
cartoon  cat  is  rarely
accidental.  Animators
a n d  c h a r a c t e r
d e s i g n e r s  p o u r
immense  effort  into
creating  silhouettes,
color  palettes,  and
facial  expressions that
communicate  instantly
with  the  v iewer.  A
single picture of a top
cat  cartoon  character
can convey confidence,
mischief,  elegance,  or
s h e e r  a b s u r d i t y
without  a  single  word
of dialogue. This power
of visual storytelling is
why  the  search  for
these  images  remains
so popular, whether for
personal  enjoyment,
artistic  reference,  or
academic  study  of
animation  history.

The
Undisput
ed
Champio
n: Top
Cat and
His Gang
W h e n  d i s c u s s i n g
pictures  of  top  cat
cartoon  characters,
i t  i s  imposs ib le  to
overlook the character
who literally bears the
name.  Top  Cat,  the
s m o o t h - t a l k i n g ,
scheming  yellow  alley
cat  f rom  the  1961
Hanna-Barbera  series,
is  a  masterclass  in
character  des ign.
V o i c e d  b y  t h e
legendary  Arno ld
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Stang,  Top  Cat—often
referred to  as  T.C.—is
the  undisputed  leader
of a gang of Manhattan
felines  who  live  in  a
collection of trash cans
in  the  al ley  behind
Officer  Dibble's
precinct.
Pictures  of  Top  Cat
typically  showcase  his
most  defining  visual
traits:  his  distinctive
yellow  fur,  his  ever-
present blue vest with
a  ye l low  t r im,  h i s
jaunty fedora hat, and
his  confident,  almost
swaggering  posture.
The  hat  is  a  crucial
e l e m e n t — i t
immediately  elevates
him  from  a  common
stray  to  a  character
with  aspirations,  a
touch  of  class,  and  a
hint of the con artist. In
many  iconic  images,
Top  Cat  is  depicted
with  a  sly  grin  or  a
k n o w i n g  w i n k ,
suggesting a scheme is

already brewing behind
h i s  e y e s .  T h e
animation style of  the
early  1960s  gives  his
l ines  a  clean,  bold
quality  that  translates
beautifully  into  still
images,  making  every
f rame  potent ia l ly
iconic.
B e y o n d  T o p  C a t
himself ,  the  other
members  of  his  gang
offer  a  rich  variety  of
visual  personalities.
Benny the Ball,  with
his  round,  naive  face,
b lue  bow  t i e ,  and
i n n o c e n t  e y e s ,
provides  a  perfect
visual  counterpoint  to
Top  Cat's  sharpness.
C h o o - C h o o ,  t h e
orange cat with a red
shirt and a raspy voice,
is often pictured with a
toothy grin. Brain, the
s k i n n y ,  e a s i l y
frightened  intellectual
o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  i s
instantly  recognizable
by  his  glasses  and
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nervous  expression.
Spook,  the  black  cat
with a white face, and
Fancy-Fancy ,  the
ladies'  man  with  a
pencil-thin  mustache
and  a  French  accent,
r o u n d  o u t  t h e
ensemble.  A  single
group  picture  of  the
entire  gang  is  a  time
capsule  of  early  60s
animation  aesthetics,
filled  with  distinct
shapes and colors that
work in harmony.

The
Unforgett
able Duo:
Tom and
Jerry
N o  d i s c u s s i o n  o f
pictures  of  top  cat
cartoon  characters
can  proceed  without

acknowledging Tom, of
the legendary cat-and-
m o u s e  d u o .  T o m
(whose  full  name  is
Thomas Jasper Cat, Sr.)
i s  one  of  the  most
recognizable  felines  in
the  entire  history  of
animation.  Created  by
Wil l iam  Hanna  and
Joseph  Barbera  in
1940,  Tom's  design
evolved  significantly
over the decades. Early
pictures  show a  more
realistic,  somewhat
scruffy  gray  cat  with
sharp features. As the
series  progressed,  the
a n i m a t i o n  s t y l e
softened.  Tom's  head
became  rounder,  his
eyes  larger,  and  his
express ions  more
exaggerated.
The brilliance of Tom's
character design lies in
h is  versat i l i ty .  In
pictures,  Tom  can  be
t h e  p i c t u r e  o f
calculated cunning, the
epitome  of  slapstick
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suffering,  or
surprisingly  graceful,
particularly  when  the
p l o t  i n v o l v e s  h i s
infatuation  with  the
beaut i fu l  Toodles
Galore. The visual gags
built  around  Tom  are
legendary:  his  face
flattening  into  a  frying
pan, his body stretched
like a rubber band, or
his  fur  raising  into  a
perfect  spiky  ridge
when  terrified.  These
extreme  visual  states
make pictures of  Tom
incredibly dynamic and
emotionally  resonant.
H e  i s  a  c a t  w h o
experiences  the  full
spectrum  of  comedy
and tragedy, all within
a seven-minute short.
Fur thermore ,  the
e n v i r o n m e n t s
portrayed in  Tom and
Jerry pictures are often
as  important  as  the
characters themselves.
The  perfectly  middle-
class  living  room,  the

r e f r i g e r a t o r
overflowing  with
t e m p t a t i o n ,  t h e
mousehole with its tiny
b e d  a n d
p a i n t i n g s — t h e s e
settings  add  context
and  depth  to  every
image.  Searching  for
pictures  of  top  cat
cartoon  characters
from  this  series  often
reveals the brilliant use
of  color,  from  Tom's
gray  fur  against  the
warm  tones  of  the
house  to  the  stark
white of Jerry's face.

The
Iconic
Orange
Glutton:
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Garfield
Created by Jim Davis in
1978,  Garfield  is
arguably  the  most
c o m m e r c i a l l y
successful  cat  in  the
history  of  cartooning.
Pictures of  Garfield are
i m m e d i a t e l y
identifiable  by  his
mass ive,  rounded
orange body,  his  half-
closed,  sardonic  eyes,
and  h is  s ignature
stripes.  Unlike  the
active,  scheming  Top
Cat or the perpetually
p u t - u p o n  T o m ,
Garfield's visual appeal
is  rooted  in  stat ic
laziness  and  pure,
unadulterated comfort.
He is the cat who has
achieved  a  state  of
b l i ss fu l  iner t ia ,  a
fantasy  animal  for
anyone  who  has  ever
wanted  to  do  nothing
but  eat  lasagna  and
torment a hapless dog.

Pictures  of  Garfield
often  emphasize  his
size  and  his  posture.
H e  i s  r a r e l y  s e e n
running or engaging in
strenuous  activity.
Instead, classic images
show him lying on his
back, paw on his belly,
with a look of supreme
satisfaction.  Other
memorable  pictures
feature him scowling at
h i s  o w n e r ,  J o n
Arbuckle, or glaring at
Odie,  the  dim-witted
dog.  The  contrast
between  Garfield's
massive  orange  bulk
and  Od ie ' s  lanky ,
brown-and-yellow form
creates  a  v isual ly
satisfying  dynamic.
T h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f
Garfield's design is also
a  fascinating  study.
E a r l y  s t r i p s  a n d
animations  show  a
slightly  more detailed,
p e r h a p s  m o r e
"realistic"  cat  with
thicker line work. Over
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the  years,  the  design
simplified.  The  lines
became  rounder,  the
eyes  became  larger
and  more  expressive
( t h o u g h  s t i l l
perpetually  lazy),  and
h i s  p a w  a n d  t a i l
movements  became
more  exaggerated  in
animated specials. The
color  palette—almost
exclusively  orange,
black (for the stripes),
and the occasional pink
nose—is  remarkably
consistent, making any
picture  of  Garfield
instantly  recognizable,
even in silhouette. This
c o n s i s t e n c y  i s  a
cornerstone  of  brand
identity  and  explains
why  pictures  of  top
c a t  c a r t o o n
c h a r a c t e r s  l i k e
Garfield  are  so  easy  to
recall and so beloved.

The
Feline
with a
Thousand
Faces:
Felix the
Cat
F e l i x  t h e  C a t  i s  a
pioneer. He was one of
the  first  animated
stars, and his image is
deeply woven into the
fabric  of  animation
h i s t o r y .  W h e n
searching for pictures
of  top  cat  cartoon
characters  from  the
silent  era  and  early
sound  cartoons,  Felix
stands  out  with  his
s i m p l e ,  a l m o s t
primitive  design.  A
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black  cat  with  white
eyes, a broad grin, and
a  jaunty  walk,  Felix
w a s  a  m a r v e l  o f
minimalist  character
design. His creator, Pat
Sullivan (and animator
O t t o  M e s s m e r ) ,
understood  that  a
simple  shape  could
convey  infinite
emotion.
Pictures  of  Felix  are
o f ten  sur rea l  and
whimsical .  He  was
known for  his  "bag of
tricks" – a magical bag
that  could  transform
i n t o  a n y t h i n g :  a
hammer,  a  ladder,  a
car,  or  a  spaceship.
Images of Felix pulling
improbable  objects
f r o m  h i s  b a g  a r e
a m o n g  t h e  m o s t
cherished  in  cartoon
history.  His  body  was
incredibly  malleable.
His tail could become a
question mark, his ears
could  flatten  into
wings,  and  his  entire

body could stretch into
a bridge or a boat. This
visual  elasticity  was
groundbreaking  and
inspired  countless
a n i m a t o r s  w h o
followed.
The  iconography  of
Felix is also tied to his
cultural  moment.  He
was  a  flapper,  a  jazz-
age  hipster ,  and  a
silent  film  star  rolled
into  one.  Pictures  of
Felix  often  show  him
with  a  confident,
knowing  expression,
suggesting he is in on
a  j o k e  t h a t  t h e
audience  hasn't  yet
grasped.  His  all-black
des ign  was  both  a
practical  choice  (it
s a v e d  i n k  a n d
simplified  production)
and  a  brilliant  artistic
one. The stark contrast
between Felix  and his
white eyes and mouth
creates  a  powerful
visual  focus.  Even
today,  when  viewing
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b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e
pictures  of  Felix,  the
c h a r a c t e r  f e e l s
modern,  clever,  and
endlessly  adaptable.

The
Enigmatic
Presence:
The
Cheshire
Cat
No  exp lorat ion  o f
pictures  of  top  cat
cartoon  characters
would  be  complete
without paying homage
to  the  Cheshire  Cat
from  Disney's  1951
animated classic, Alice
in Wonderland.  This is
not  a  cat  of  s imple
a l l ey  s chemes  o r
gluttonous desires. The

Chesh i r e  Ca t  i s  a
p h i l o s o p h e r ,  a
trickster,  and  a  being
o f  pu re ,  uncanny
mystery.  His  visual
design  is  one  of  the
most  striking  in  all  of
animation.
Disney  animators,  led
by Ward Kimball, gave
the  Cheshire  Cat  a
distinctive look: a pink
and  purple-striped
b o d y ,  a  w i d e ,
unsettling  grin  filled
with jagged teeth, and
glowing  yellow  eyes
t h a t  s e e m  t o  s e e
through  everything.
T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s
p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e
Cheshire  Cat  capture
h i m  i n  t h e  a c t  o f
disappearing,  leaving
only  his  grin  floating
disembodied in the air.
This  visual—a  smile
without  a  face—is  a
m a s t e r f u l  u s e  o f
negative  space  and  a
perfect  metaphor  for
the character's elusive,
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contradictory nature.
The  Cheshire  Cat's
d e s i g n  a l s o
incorporates  elements
of the bizarre and the
elegant. He has a long,
sinuous body that can
coil  and  uncoil  like  a
snake. His movements
are  fluid  and  hypnotic.
P i c t u r e s  o f  h i m
lounging  on  a  tree
branch  or  wrapping
himself  around  Alice
convey  a  sense  of
relaxed  power  and
ancient wisdom. Unlike
the  more  modern,
c o m e d y - f o c u s e d
car toon  ca ts ,  the
Cheshire  Cat  brings  a
touch  of  menace  and
profound  philosophical
depth to the pantheon.
His  images  are  less
about  jokes and more
abou t  unse t t l i ng
magic,  making  him  a
unique  and  enduring
figure  in  cartoon
history.

The
Phenome
non from
Japan:
Hello
Kitty
Hello Kitty, created by
Y u k o  S h i m i z u  f o r
S a n r i o  i n  1 9 7 4 ,
r e p r e s e n t s  a
completely  different
paradigm  of  cartoon
c a t .  S h e  i s  n o t  a
character  driven  by
plot or comedy, but by
pure aesthetic  appeal.
Hello  Kitty  is  a  global
brand, and pictures of
top  cat  car toon
characters  from  this
f r a n c h i s e  a r e
ubiquitous.  Her design
is deceptively simple: a
white,  round-headed,
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anthropomorphic  cat
with  a  small  yellow
nose, no mouth, and a
red bow on her left ear.

The lack of a mouth is
perhaps  Hello  Kitty's
most  discussed


