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There  are  some  songs  that  transcend
mere melody and become a vehicle for
personal  transformation.  "Change  My
Heart,  Oh  God"  is  one  such  piece—a
simple yet profound worship chorus that
has  been  sung  in  churches,  small
groups,  and  private  devotions  for
decades. Its lyrics, though brief, carry a
weight  that  resonates  with  anyone
seeking spiritual renewal. In this article,
we will explore the meaning behind the
Lyrics  Change  My  Heart  Oh  God,

examine their biblical foundations, look
at popular renditions,  and discuss how
these simple words can lead to a life-
altering shift in perspective.

THE ORIGIN OF THE SONG

"Change My Heart, Oh God" was written
by Eddie  Espinosa in  the early  1980s.
Espinosa,  a  worship  leader  and
songwriter  from California,  penned the
song  during  a  period  of  personal
introspection.  The  chorus  is  taken
directly  from a prayer recorded in the
book of Ezekiel: "I will  give you a new
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heart  and  put  a  new  spirit  in  you"
(Ezekiel 36:26). Espinosa’s genius was to
condense  this  powerful  scriptural
promise into a singable, repeatable plea.
The  original  melody  is  simple  yet
haunting, allowing the listener to focus
entirely  on  the  request:  a  change  of
heart.
The song gained widespread popularity
after being recorded by the Maranatha!
Music group and later by artists like Don
Moen.  Its  timelessness  l ies  in  its
vulnerability—every  person,  regardless
of background, knows the need for an
inner transformation. When we sing the
Lyrics Change My Heart Oh God, we
are  not  just  mouthing  words;  we  are
participating in a centuries-old tradition
of  asking God to  reshape our  desires,
motivations, and affections.

BREAKING DOWN THE LYRICS

The song consists  of  a  simple  chorus,
often followed by a quiet repetition. The
core lines are:

"Change my heart, oh God, make
it ever true."
"Change my heart, oh God, may I
be like You."
"You are the Potter, I am the clay."
"Mold me and make me, this is
what I pray."

Each phrase carries deep theological and
personal  significance.  Let’s  examine
them  one  by  one.
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"Change my
heart, oh God,
make it ever

true."
This line acknowledges that the human
heart  is  prone  to  deceit,  as  Jeremiah
17:9  famously  states:  "The  heart  is
deceitful  above  all  things  and  beyond
cure." To ask God to make our hearts
"ever true" is to seek a deep alignment
with His truth. It is a plea for integrity,
for a single-minded devotion that does
no t  wave r .  The  word  "eve r "  i s
significant—it  implies  a  permanent

transformation,  not  a  temporary  fix.

"Change my
heart, oh God,
may I be like
You."
Here, the goal of transformation is made
explicit:  to  reflect  the  character  of  God.
This echoes the biblical call to "be holy,
because I am holy" (1 Peter 1:16). The
Lyrics Change My Heart Oh God do
not  ask  for  external  prosperity  or
comfort; they ask for internal renovation
into the image of the Creator. This is the
highest  aspiration  of  the  Christian
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life—conformity  to  Christ.

"You are the
Potter, I am the
clay."
This  metaphor  is  drawn  directly  from
Isaiah  64:8  and  Jeremiah  18:1-6.  The
Potter  represents  God’s  sovereign
authority and creative power, while the
clay  represents  human  surrender.  The
image is one of trust: the clay does not
resist the potter’s hands, even when the
shaping hurts. Singing this line is an act
of yielding—allowing God to press, push,
and reshape us according to His design.

"Mold me and
make me, this is
what I pray."
The final  line is  a  personal  petition.  It  is
active,  not  passive.  The  singer  is  not
simply  waiting  for  change;  they  are
inviting it through prayer. "Mold me and
make  me"  suggests  a  continuous
process—a  lifelong  formation  that
requires both divine action and human
cooperation. This is the essence of the
spiritual discipline of surrender.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION: THE
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HEART IN SCRIPTURE

The request in the Lyrics Change My
Heart  Oh God  is  rooted in  a  biblical
understanding of the heart as the center
of human will, emotion, and thought. The
Old Testament Hebrew word lev and the
New Testament Greek word kardia both
refer  to  the  core  of  a  person’s  being.
Scripture  teaches  that  transformation
must  begin  here,  not  just  in  external
behavior.
Ezekiel 36:26-27 is the key passage: "I
will give you a new heart and put a new
spirit in you; I will remove from you your
heart of stone and give you a heart of
flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and
move you to follow my decrees and be
careful to keep my laws." This promise
undergirds  the  entire  song.  Change  is

not something we achieve on our own; it
is  a  gift  from God.  Yet,  as  the  lyrics
imply, we must ask for it.
Psalm  51:10  also  echoes  this  theme:
"Create in me a pure heart, O God, and
renew  a  steadfast  spirit  within  me."
David’s  prayer  after  his  sin  with
Bathsheba  shows  that  even  the  most
broken heart can be restored. The song
invites believers into that same posture
of repentance and hope.

POPULAR RENDITIONS AND
THEIR IMPACT

While the song has been performed by
many  artists,  a  few  notable  versions
have  brought  the  Lyrics  Change My
Heart Oh God to a wider audience.
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Don Moen’s
Version
Don  Moen’s  rendition  from  the  early
1990s is arguably the most famous. His
gentle  piano  arrangement  and  sincere
vocal delivery made the song a staple in
contemporary  worship  services  around
the world. Moen has said that this song
is a personal favorite because it captures
the essence of the Christian’s daily need.
His  version  is  often  used  during
moments of prayer and altar calls.

Eddie Espinosa’s

Original
Espinosa’s original recording is more raw
and  acoustic,  yet  equally  powerful.
Listening to it helps one appreciate the
simplicity  of  the  melody  and  the
sincerity of the plea. Many churches still
u se  h i s  cho rd  p rog ress i on  f o r
congregational  singing.

Modern Covers
and
Arrangements
In recent years, artists like Tori Kelly and
Hillsong have occasionally included the
song  in  medleys  or  worship  sets.  Its
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e n d u r i n g  a p p e a l  l i e s  i n  i t s
adaptability—it can be sung acapella in a
tiny prayer meeting or with a full band in
a  large  auditorium.  The  message
remains  unchanged:  we  need  a  new
heart.

HOW THE LYRICS FACILITATE
PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION

Songs have a unique ability to bypass
our  intellectual  defenses  and  speak
directly to the heart. When we sing the
Lyrics Change My Heart Oh God, we
are engaging in what the ancient church
called lex orandi, lex credendi—the rule
of prayer establishes the rule of belief. In
other words, what we sing shapes what
we believe and how we live.
Repetition  is  a  key  element  here.  By
repeating the phrase "change my heart"

several  times,  the  song reinforces  the
idea that  transformation is  not  a  one-
time event but an ongoing process. The
act of singing it becomes a prayer itself.
Over  time,  the  lyrics  can  alter  the
singer's  inner  landscape,  making them
more aware of areas where they resist
change.
Furthermore, the song encourages self-
examination.  Before  singing,  one must
acknowledge that a change is needed.
This  requires  humility—the  admission
that  our  natural  heart  is  not  in  full
alignment with God. The lyrics provide a
safe space to confess that need without
shame,  because  the  songs  ends  with
trust in the Potter.

USING THE SONG IN WORSHIP
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AND PERSONAL DEVOTION

Whether in a corporate setting or alone,
the  song  can  be  a  powerful  tool  for
worship. Here are some practical ways to
incorporate  the  Lyrics  Change  My
Heart  Oh  God  into  your  spiritual  life:

As a prayer of surrender:
Before reading Scripture or during
a time of silence, sing the song
slowly, phrase by phrase, treating
each line as a personal petition to
God.
As a preparation for
communion: The song’s focus on
a pure heart makes it an excellent
meditation before partaking of the
Lord’s Supper.
During times of repentance: If
you are struggling with a specific

sin or attitude, singing this song
can help you refocus on the need
for inner change rather than just
behavioral modification.
As a lullaby or bedtime prayer:
The gentle melody and simple
words make it suitable for calming
the mind before sleep, asking God
to work in your heart even as you
rest.

For worship leaders, the song can be led
with  minimal  instrumentation  to  allow
the  congregation  to  meditate  on  the
words. It also pairs well with other songs
about  surrender,  such  as  "Heart  of
Worship"  or  "Open  the  Eyes  of  My
Heart."
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COMMON QUESTIONS AND
MISCONCEPTIONS

Is it just a song
about feelings?
No.  While  the  song  is  emotional,  its
foundation is  scriptural.  The "heart"  in
the  lyrics  refers  to  the  entire  inner
person—will,  mind,  and  emotions.
Singing it is an act of the will  to align
with God’s purposes.

Does God need

to be asked to
change our
hearts?
Scripture shows that  God is  always at
work to transform His people (Philippians
2:13).  Yet  He  desires  our  partnership.
Asking God to change our heart  is  an
exp ress i on  o f  coope ra t i on .  I t
acknowledges  that  we  cannot  change
ourselves  and  invites  God  to  do  what
only He can.
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Can the song
help people who

are not religious?
Even outside of a Christian context, the
lyrics  speak  to  a  universal  human
longing  for  renewal  and  growth.  The
metaphor of a potter and clay is found in
many cultures. The song can serve as a
starting  point  for  conversations  about
spiritual transformation.

CONCLUSION

The Lyrics Change My Heart Oh God
are more than just a worship song; they
are a timeless prayer that captures the
deepest need of the human soul—to be
transformed into something more true,
more  loving,  more  like  the  Creator.
Whether  sung  in  a  cathedra l  or
whispered in a car, these words have the
power to reshape our inner lives. They
remind us that change is possible, that
surrender is  the path to freedom, and
that  the  Potter’s  hands  are  always  at
work,  even  when  we  cannot  see.  The
next time you sing this song, let it  be
more  than  a  performance—let  it  be  a
sincere invitation for God to do what only
He can do: change your heart.


