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INTRODUCTION:
THE POWER OF
THE UNSPOKEN
VOICE

For  centur ies,  the
dramatic  monologue
has  stood  as  one  of
literature's most potent
and revealing forms. It
is a poem or speech in
which a single speaker
addresses  a  s i lent
l i s t e n e r ,  o f t e n
unwittingly  exposing
t h e i r  d e e p e s t
motivations,  flaws,  and
sec re t s .  Un l i ke  a
standard  soliloquy,
which  is  delivered  in
isolation,  the dramatic

monologue  implies  a
listener—a  confidant,
an accuser, a lover, or
a  r i v a l — w h o s e
p resence  shapes
everything the speaker
says.  From  Robert
Browning's chilling "My
Last  Duchess"  to  T.S.
Eliot's  haunting  "The
Love Song of  J.  Alfred
Prufrock,"  this  form
allows  writers  to  peel
back  the  layers  of
human  consciousness
with surgical precision.
I f  y o u  h a v e  e v e r
wondered  how  to
write  a  dramatic
mono logue  t h a t
captivates readers and
reveals  character  with
stunning intensity, you
are in the right place.

https://remodelicious.com/


2

2 How To Write A Dramatic
Monologue

2025-02-27

This guide will walk you
through every essential
element,  from crafting
a  compelling  speaker
and choosing the right
dramatic  situation  to
mastering subtext and
voice. Whether you are
a poet, a playwright, a
novelist,  or  a  student
of  creative  writing,
understanding  this
form will  deepen your
a b i l i t y  t o  c r e a t e
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
characters  who  speak
d i rec t l y  f rom  the
heart—or  from  the
shadows.

WHAT IS A
DRAMATIC
MONOLOGUE?
DEFINING THE
FORM

Before  diving  into  the
mechanics  of  how to
write  a  dramatic
monologue ,  i t  i s
crucial  to  understand
what distinguishes this
form from other types

o f  m o n o l o g u e  o r
soliloquy.  A  dramatic
monologue is a type of
poem  or  speech  in
w h i c h  a  s i n g l e
character  speaks  to  a
s i l e n t  o r  i m p l i e d
listener.  The  speaker
r e v e a l s  t h e i r
personality,  emotions,
and  motivations  not
t h r o u g h  d i r e c t
exposition, but through
what  they  say—and
w h a t  t h e y  l e a v e
unsaid.
T h e  t e r m  w a s
popularized  by  the
Victorian  poet  Robert
Browning,  though  the
form itself has ancient
r o o t s .  K e y
characteristics include:

A single
speaker who
dominates the
entire piece.
A silent or
implied listener
whose presence
influences the
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speaker's words.
A specific
dramatic
occasion or
setting that
triggers the
speech.
A revelation of
character—the
speaker often
exposes more
than they intend,
revealing
contradictions,
biases, or hidden
truths.

Understanding  these
foundational  elements
is  the  first  step  in
learning how to write
a  d r a m a t i c
monologue  that feels
a u t h e n t i c  a n d
emotionally resonant.

THE CORE
ELEMENTS OF A
SUCCESSFUL
DRAMATIC
MONOLOGUE

To  write  a  compelling

dramatic  monologue,
you  must  master  four
essential  components.
Each  one  contributes
to  the  tension  and
depth  that  make  this
form so powerful.

1. The
Speaker:
Who Is
This
Person?
Your  speaker  is  the
h e a r t  o f  t h e
monologue. They must
be  a  fu l ly  real ized
c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  a
d i s t i n c t  v o i c e ,  a
specific  history,  and  a
c o m p e l l i n g
psychological  state.
C o n s i d e r  t h e i r
background,  their
social  status,  their
education  level,  their
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emotional state at the
moment  of  speaking,
and  their  relationship
to  the  listener.  The
more  specific  you  are,
the  more  believable
t h e  c h a r a c t e r
becomes.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a
dramatic  monologue
spoken by a jilted lover
w i l l  s o u n d  v e r y
different  from  one
spoken by a hardened
criminal or a delusional
m o n a r c h .  T h e
speaker's  vocabulary,
rhy thm,  and  tone
should reflect who they
are.  When  learning
h o w  t o  w r i t e  a
d r a m a t i c
monologue,  begin  by
w r i t i n g  a  b r i e f
character sketch, even
if  it  never  appears  in
the final piece.

2. The
Listener:
The Silent
Influence
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
defining  features  of  a
dramatic monologue is
the  p resence  o f  a
listener.  This  listener
rarely speaks, but their
presence  shapes  the
entire  speech.  The
speaker may be trying
to  persuade,  confess,
threaten,  justify,  or
seduce  the  listener.
The listener may be a
specific  person,  a
group,  or  even  an
absent  figure  whose
presence  is  implied.
Cons ider  how  the
speaker  adjusts  their
language  and  tone
based on the listener.
Are  they  t ry ing  to
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impress?  To  defend
t h e m s e l v e s ?  T o
conceal  something?
The  dynamic  between
speaker  and  listener
c reates  d ramat i c
tension.  In  mastering
h o w  t o  w r i t e  a
d r a m a t i c
monologue, you must
treat the listener as an
active  force,  even  in
their silence.

3. The
Occasion:
Why
Now?
E v e r y  d r a m a t i c
monologue arises from
a  specific  moment  or
event .  Th is  i s  the
trigger  that  sets  the
speech  in  mot ion.
Perhaps  the  speaker
has  just  discovered  a
betrayal. Perhaps they

are about to commit a
crime.  Perhaps  they
are  standing  before  a
judge or  a  lover  or  a
ghost from their past.
The occasion gives the
monologue  urgency
and stakes.  Without  a
c l e a r  r e a s o n  f o r
s p e a k i n g ,  t h e
m o n o l o g u e  r i s k s
feeling  aimless.  When
considering  how  to
write  a  dramatic
mono logue ,  a s k
yourself:  Why  is  this
character  speaking
r ight  now,  a t  th i s
particular  moment?
What  has  changed?
What  is  at  risk?

4. The
Revelatio
n: The
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Hidden
Truth
The  most  powerful
dramatic  monologues
reveal  something  the
speaker  does  no t
intend to reveal. This is
t h e  e l e m e n t  o f
dramatic  irony  that
makes  the  form  so
compelling. The reader
o r  a u d i e n c e
understands  more
about the speaker than
t h e  s p e a k e r
understands  about
t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e
s p e a k e r  m a y  b e
justifying a terrible act
while  unconsciously
exposing  their  guilt.
T h e y  m a y  b e
professing  love  while
r e v e a l i n g
possessiveness.
This layer of subtext is
w h a t  e l e v a t e s  a
monologue from mere
speech  to  art.  When

studying how to write
a  d r a m a t i c
monologue,  focus  on
what  your  speaker  is
trying  to  hide—even
from  themselves.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
WRITE A
DRAMATIC
MONOLOGUE

N o w  t h a t  y o u
understand  the  core
elements, let us move
into  the  pract ica l
process of writing. This
step-by-step  approach
will  help  you  build  a
monologue  from  the
ground  up.

Step 1:
Choose
Your
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Speaker
and Their

World
Begin  by  selecting  a
c h a r a c t e r  w h o
fascinates  you.  This
could  be  a  historical
figure,  a  fictional
character, or someone
entirely  invented.
Consider  what  makes
t h e m  c o m p l e x ,
cont rad ic to ry ,  o r
emotionally charged. A
character  with  inner
conflict  is  ideal  for  a
dramatic  monologue
because  the  tension
between what they feel
and  what  they  say
creates  d ramat i c
energy.
Ask yourself:

What does this
character want
more than
anything?

What are they
afraid of?
What secret are
they carrying?
What is their
relationship to
power?

The  more  you  know
about  your  speaker,
the easier it will be to
find  their  voice.  This  is
a  foundational  step in
h o w  t o  w r i t e  a
dramatic monologue
that feels authentic.

Step 2:
Define
the
Dramatic
Situation
Once  you  have  your
speaker, decide on the
situation  that  prompts
their  speech.  This
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should be a moment of
high emotional stakes.
The speaker may be on
the  verge  of  a  l i fe-
changing  decision,
c o n f r o n t i n g  a n
adversary, or revealing
a long-held secret.
Examples  of  dramatic
situations:

A king
addressing his
court just before
a coup
A woman
speaking to her
dead husband's
portrait
A scientist
explaining a
catastrophic
experiment to a
colleague
A prisoner
speaking to a
guard on the
night of an
escape

The  situation  gives
y o u r  m o n o l o g u e
d i r e c t i o n  a n d

momentum. Without it,
the  speech  will  lack
focus. This is a critical
part  of  understanding
h o w  t o  w r i t e  a
d r a m a t i c
monologue .

Step 3:
Establish
the
Listener's
Presence
E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e
l i s tener  does  no t
speak, you must make
their presence felt. Use
d i r e c t  a d d r e s s ,
rhetorical  questions,
and implied responses
to create the illusion of
a  t w o - w a y
conversat ion.  The
speaker should react to
the listener's imagined
or real reactions.
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For example:
"You look at me as if I
were  a  monster.  But
tell  me,  what  would
you have done in  my
place?"
This  technique  makes
t h e  m o n o l o g u e
dynamic  and prevents
it  from  feeling  like  a
static  speech.  It  is  an
essential  skill  in  how
to write  a  dramatic
mono logue  t h a t
engages  readers.

Step 4:
Write the
First
Draft in
the

Speaker's
Voice
Now, let  your speaker
ta lk .  Do  not  worry
about perfection at this
s t a g e .  F o c u s  o n
capturing  their  voice,
their rhythm, and their
emotional  state.  Write
freely,  allowing  them
t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r
thoughts  and feelings.
Pay  attention  to  their
vocabulary,  sentence
structure,  and  unique
way  o f  see ing  the
world.
I f  your  speaker  i s
arrogant,  let  their
language be grandiose.
If  they  are  desperate,
let  their  sentences be
f r a g m e n t e d  a n d
urgent .  The  vo ice
should  reflect  the
character's psychology.
This  is  the  heart  of
learning how to write
a  d r a m a t i c
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monologue .

Step 5:
Layer in
Subtext
and Irony
Once you have a draft,
go  back  and  look  for
opportunities  to  add
subtext.  What  is  your
speaker  not  saying?
W h e r e  d o  t h e y
contradict themselves?
Where  do  they  reveal
more than they intend?
Subtext is what makes
a dramatic monologue
powerful.  A  character
w h o  s a y s  " I  a m
completely calm" while
their  language  grows
increasingly  frantic  is
far  more  interesting
than  one  who  simply
states  their  emotions.
Mastering subtext is a
key  part  of  how  to

write  a  dramatic
mono logue  t h a t
resonates.

Step 6:
Revise for
Rhythm
and
Economy
Dramatic  monologues
are compressed forms.
Every line should serve
a  purpose.  Revise  for
clarity,  rhythm,  and
impac t .  Read  the
monologue  aloud  to
hear  how  it  sounds.
Does the language flow
naturally?  Does  the
tension  build  at  the
right  pace?  Are  there
any  moments  where
the  speech  drags?
Cut anything that does
not serve the character
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o r  t h e  d r a m a t i c
situation. Precision is a
hallmark  of  effective
monologue  writing.
This  final  step  ensures
tha t  you r  how  to
write  a  dramatic
monologue  effort
results  in  a  polished,
powerful piece.

TECHNIQUES FOR
CREATING A
COMPELLING
VOICE

Voice is everything in a
dramatic  monologue.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
techniques to help you
develop  a  distinctive
a n d  m e m o r a b l e
speaker.

Use
Specific
Diction

and
Syntax
The words a character
chooses  reveal  their
background, education,
and emotional state. A
q u e e n  w i l l  s p e a k
differently  than  a
beggar.  A  soldier  will
use  different
metaphors than a poet.
Be deliberate with your
word choices.

Employ
Repetitio
n for
Emphasis
Repetition can create a
hypnotic  effect,  reveal
obsession,  or  build
tension.  A  character
who repeats  a  phrase
like  "I  am  not  guilty"
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m a y  b e  t r y i n g  t o
convince  themselves
a s  m u c h  a s  t h e i r
l istener.

Vary
Sentence
Length
for
Emotional
Effect
S h o r t ,  c l i p p e d
sentences  can  convey
anxiety or anger. Long,
flowing  sentences  can
suggest  reflection  or
deceit.  Use  sentence
structure  as  a  tool  to
mirror  your  speaker's
emotional state.

Include
Interrupti
ons and
Hesitatio
ns
Dashes,  ellipses,  and
p a u s e s  m a k e  t h e
monologue  feel  more
n a t u r a l  a n d
spontaneous. They also
reveal  the  speaker's
u n c e r t a i n t y  o r
d i s c o m f o r t .  T h i s
technique is invaluable
when learning how to
write  a  dramatic
monologue  that feels
real.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID

Even  exper ienced
writers  can  fall  into
traps  when  writ ing
dramatic  monologues.
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H e r e  a r e  s o m e
common mistakes and
how to avoid them.

Making
the
Speaker
Too Self-
Aware
In  real  l i fe,  people
rarely understand their
o w n  m o t i v a t i o n s
completely.  If  your
s p e a k e r  i s  t o o
articulate  about  their
own  flaws,  the
monologue  will  feel
artificial. Let the reader
see  the  contradictions
t h a t  t h e  s p e a k e r
cannot  see.

Neglectin
g the
Listener
A  monologue  that
ignores  the  listener
becomes  a  soliloquy.
A l w a y s  k e e p  t h e
listener's  presence  in
mind .  What  i s  the
listener doing? How are
they  reacting?  The
speaker's words should
be  shaped  by  t he
implied  responses  of
their  audience.

Overloadi
ng with
Expositio
n
Dramatic  monologues
are  not  the  place  for
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lengthy  backstory.
Reveal  information
through  implication
a n d  s u b t e x t ,  n o t
t h r o u g h  d i r e c t
explanation. Trust your
r e a d e r  t o  p i e c e
together  the  story.

Writing in
a Generic
Voice
Each  speaker  must
have  a  unique  voice.
Avoid  generic,  literary

language  that  could
belong to anyone. The
vo ice  shou ld  fee l
specific  to  that
character's personality,
history,  and emotional
state.

EXAMPLES OF
POWERFUL
DRAMATIC
MONOLOGUES

S t u d y i n g  g r e a t
examples is one of the
best ways to learn how
to write  a  dramatic
monologue.  Here are
a few masterpieces


