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KILLING STALKING:
A DEEP DIVE INTO
THE
PSYCHOLOGICAL
HORROR MANHWA

Killing  Stalking  is  a
name  that  resonates
deep ly  w i th in  the
webtoon  and  manhwa
community ,  o f ten
spa rk ing  i n tense
debate and fascination.
Originally  penned  by
K o o g i ,  t h i s
psychological  thriller
and  hor ro r  ser ies
b e c a m e  a  g l o b a l
p h e n o m e n o n ,
captivating  readers
with its dark narrative,
complex  characters,
and  controvers ia l

themes.  Unlike  typical
romance  or  thril ler
webtoons,  Kill ing
Sta lk ing  pushes
boundaries,  exploring
the  toxic  and  abusive
relationship  between
i t s  t w o  m a i n
characters. This article
p r o v i d e s  a
comprehensive,  SEO-
optimized  analysis  of
the  manhwa,  delving
into its plot,  character
dynamics,  themes,
cultural  impact,  and
the  controversies  that
continue to surround it.
Whether  you  are  a
long-t ime  fan  or  a
curious newcomer, this
guide  wil l  help  you
unde r s tand  wha t
m a k e s  K i l l i n g
Stalking a unique and
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g
piece of storytelling.
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The Plot
of Killing
Stalking:
A
Synopsis
At  its  core,  Killing
Stalking  follows  the
story  of  Yoon  Bum,  a
shy,  socially  anxious
y o u n g  m a n  w h o
becomes  obsessed
with his former military
senior,  Oh  Sangwoo.
After being discharged
from the military, Yoon
B u m ’ s  o b s e s s i o n
escalates into stalking,
a n d  h e  f o l l o w s
Sangwoo  home  one
n i g h t .  W h a t  h e
d i s c o v e r s  i s  a
nightmare: Sangwoo is
a  sadistic  serial  killer
who  holds  his  victims
c a p t i v e  i n  h i s

basement.
Instead of being killed,
Yoon  Bum  is  taken
prisoner  by  Sangwoo,
and  the  story  unfolds
a s  a  t w i s t e d ,
Stockholm-syndrome-
tinged  relationship
develops  between
captor  and  captive.
The narrative oscillates
between  moments  of
brutal  violence  and
unsettling  tenderness,
keeping  readers  on
edge.  The  manhwa
spans  four  seasons,
with  each  arc  peeling
b a c k  l a y e r s  o f
psychological  trauma,
past  abuse,  and  the
blurred  lines  between
love  and  control.  The
story ends in a manner
t h a t  r e m a i n s
controversial and open
to  interpretat ion,
further  cementing
Killing Stalking  as  a
work  that  defies  easy
categorization.
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Character
Analysis:
The
Broken
and the
Brutal
The  characters  in
Killing  Stalking  are
not  designed  to  be
l i k e d ;  t h e y  a r e
d e s i g n e d  t o  b e
understood.  Koogi
crafts  deeply  flawed
indiv iduals  whose
act ions  stem  from
profound psychological
damage.

YOON BUM: THE
VICTIM WITH A
DARK PAST

Y o o n  B u m  i s  a
p r o t a g o n i s t  w h o

evokes  both  pity  and
frustration.  He  suffers
f r o m  s e v e r e
depression,  anxiety,
a n d  s u i c i d a l
tendencies, rooted in a
childhood  of  abuse
from  his  uncle.  His
obsessive  love  for  Oh
Sangwoo is born from a
desperate  need  for
affection  and
validation.  Throughout
the series, Yoon Bum is
both  a  victim and,  at
t imes,  a  compl ic i t
participant in the cycle
o f  v i o l e n c e .  H i s
character  arc  raises
u n c o m f o r t a b l e
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
trauma  bonding  and
the human capacity to
rat ional ize  abuse.
Readers  often  debate
whether Yoon Bum is a
sympathetic figure or a
representation of deep-
seated  psychological
illness.
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OH SANGWOO: THE
CHARISMATIC

MONSTER

O h  S a n g w o o  i s
arguably  one  of  the
m o s t  c h i l l i n g
antagonists in webtoon
h i s t o r y .  H e  i s
handsome,  intelligent,
a n d  o u t w a r d l y
c h a r m i n g ,  w h i c h
makes  his  sadist ic
tendencies all the more
horrifying.  Sangwoo’s
backstory  reveals  a
traumatic  childhood
w i t h  a n  a b u s i v e
mother,  which  shaped
h i s  v i o l e n t
p s y c h o p a t h y .  H e
exhibits classic traits of
a  sociopath:  lack  of
empathy, manipulative
behavior,  and  a  need
for  control.  Yet,  Koogi
occasionally  hints  at
vulnerability,  making
Sangwoo  a  complex
villain. His relationship
with Yoon Bum is built
on  a  foundation  of

power  and  fear,  with
moments  of  care  that
a r e  u l t i m a t e l y
overshadowed  by
cruelty.

Thematic
Explorati
on: Love,
Abuse,
and
Psycholo
gical
Horror
Killing Stalking is not
a  love  story,  despite
what  some  readers
might  argue.  It  is  a
horror  story  that  uses
the  framework  of  a
relationship to explore
darker  aspects  o f



Killing Stalking 5

5

human nature. The key
themes include:

Stockholm
Syndrome and
Trauma
Bonding: Yoon
Bum’s
attachment to
Sangwoo evolves
from fear to
dependence,
mirroring real-life
psychological
phenomena. The
manhwa does
not romanticize
this but rather
lays bare the
confusion and
pain of such
bonds.
Cycle of Abuse:
Both characters
were abused as
children.
Sangwoo
becomes the
abuser while
Yoon Bum
remains the
victim,
perpetuating a

cycle that is
difficult to break.
The narrative
highlights how
abuse shapes
behavior and
perpetuates
violence.
Identity and
Self-Worth:
Yoon Bum’s
sense of self is
entirely tied to
Sangwoo’s
approval. His
journey (or lack
thereof) toward
self-worth is
heartbreaking
and serves as a
critique of
codependent
relationships.
Moral
Ambiguity: The
story refuses to
offer clear heroes
or villains. Even
Sangwoo is
shown with
moments of
humanity,
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making the
reader
uncomfortable
with their own
empathy.

Art Style
and
Storytelli
ng
Techniqu
es
Koogi’s  art  in  Killing
S t a l k i n g  i s  a
masterclass  in  mood
and  atmosphere.  The
use of stark black-and-
white  panels  (with
occas iona l  co lo r )
enhances  the  grim
tone.  The  character
designs  are  realistic
b u t  e x p r e s s i v e ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n

c o n v e y i n g  t h e
psychological states of
Y o o n  B u m  a n d
Sangwoo. Close-ups of
eyes, trembling hands,
and  shadowed  faces
a d d  t o  t h e
claustrophobic tension.
Storytelling-wise, Koogi
employs  unreliable
narration,  especially
through  Yoon  Bum’s
p e r s p e c t i v e .
Flashbacks are used to
reveal  past  traumas,
and  the  pac ing  i s
deliberate,  allowing
ho r ro r  t o  s immer
before  erupting  into
violence.  The dialogue
is sparse but impactful,
with  s i lence  often
speaking  louder  than
words.  The  ending,  in
p a r t i c u l a r ,  u s e s
ambiguity  to  leave  a
lasting  impression,
encouraging readers to
d r a w  t h e i r  o w n
conclusions.
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Controver
sy and
Reception
: Why
Killing
Stalking
Divides
Readers
Killing Stalking is one
of  the most  polarizing
m a n h w a  e v e r
p u b l i s h e d .  I t s
controversial  depiction
of  abuse  and  the  fine
line it  treads between
horror  and  romance
has  sparked  heated
discussions  online.

CRITICISMS:
ROMANTICIZING
ABUSE?
Many critics argue that
t h e  m a n h w a
glamorizes  domestic
violence  and  toxic
relat ionships.  The
i n t i m a t e  s c e n e s
between  Yoon  Bum
and Sangwoo, coupled
w i t h  S a n g w o o ’ s
occasional  tenderness,
can  be  misinterpreted
as  romantic.  This  has
led  to  concerns  that
y o u n g e r  o r
impressionable readers
m i g h t  s e e  t h e
r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s
a s p i r a t i o n a l .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
graphic  violence  and
sexual  content  have
been  cr i t ic ized  as
gratuitous,  though
defenders  argue  it
serves  the  hor ror
narrative.
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DEFENSES: A
HORROR STORY,

NOT A LOVE STORY

Proponents  of  Killing
Stalking  contend that
the series is explicitly a
psychological  horror,
not  a  romance.  They
point  to  the  author’s
n o t e s  a n d  t h e
narrat ive’s  t ragic
trajectory to argue that
the  story  condemns
abuse,  not  glorifies  it.
Yoon  Bum  never  finds
happiness;  his  l i fe
descends  further  into
trauma. The manhwa is
a cautionary tale about
obsession  and  the
illusion  of  love.  Many
readers  appreciate  its
r a w  d e p i c t i o n  o f
mental illness and the
complexity  of  victim
psychology.
D e s p i t e  t h e
controversy,  Killing
Stalking  remains
h i g h l y  p o p u l a r ,
particularly  within  the

B o y s  L o v e  ( B L )
community,  though  it
is  often  classified  as  a
" d a r k  B L "  o r
"psychological  thriller"
r a t h e r  t h a n  a
traditional romance. Its
success  has  led  to
official  translations,
merchandise,  and  a
dedicated fanbase that
c r e a t e s  f a n  a r t ,
fanfiction, and in-depth
analyses.

Cultural
Impact
and
Legacy of
Killing
Stalking
Released  on  Lezhin
C o m i c s  i n  2 0 1 6 ,
Ki l l ing  Stalk ing
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qu ick ly  became  a
breakout hit, especially
among  international
a u d i e n c e s .  I t
contr ibuted  to  the
global  rise  of  Korean
w e b t o o n s  a n d
demonstrated  that
manhwa  could  handle
m a t u r e ,
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y
complex  themes.  It
also  influenced  the
d a r k  r o m a n c e
s u b g e n r e  w i t h i n
webcomics,  inspiring
o the r  se r i e s  tha t
e x p l o r e  t a b o o
relationships.
The manhwa has been
analyzed  in  academic
contexts, with scholars
e x a m i n i n g  i t s
representat ion  of
trauma,  masculinity,
and  the  portrayal  of
mental  i l lness.  I ts
fanbase  includes  both
critics  and  fans  who
engage  in  extensive
discourse, making it  a
cultural touchstone for

discussions  about  the
ethics of fiction.
Furthermore,  Killing
Stalking  has  sparked
debate  about  content
warn ings  and  age
restrictions on webtoon
platforms.  Its  explicit
content  led  to  stricter
guidelines  for  mature
content on Lezhin and
other sites. The series
also  highlighted  the
demand  f o r  more
diverse  storytelling  in
webtoons,  including
works  that  challenge
c o n v e n t i o n a l
narratives.

Why
Read
Killing
Stalking?
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A
Balanced
Perspecti

ve
If  you are  considering
r e a d i n g  K i l l i n g
Stalking it is essential
to approach it with the
right expectations. This
i s  not  a  fee l -good
story; it is a harrowing
exploration  of  human
darkness.  Here  are
some  key  points  to
consider:

Mature1.
Content
Warning: The
series includes
graphic violence,
sexual assault,
and
psychological
abuse. It is
intended for
mature

audiences (18+).
Reader2.
Discretion: If
you are sensitive
to themes of
abuse, self-harm,
or suicide, this
manhwa may be
triggering. Many
readers find it
emotionally
draining.
Artistic Merit:3.
Regardless of
personal feelings
about the
content, Killing
Stalking is a
well-crafted
piece of horror.
Koogi’s
storytelling and
art are
compelling and
evocative.
Interpretation4.
Matters: The
series rewards
close reading
and analysis. It is
a work that
invites discussion
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about the nature
of evil, trauma,
and the human
condition.
Not for5.
Everyone: Some
readers find the
content too
disturbing or
problematic. It is
perfectly valid to
decide that this
story is not for
you.

Conclusio
n: The
Unforgett
able
Impact of
Killing

Stalking
Ki l l ing  Stalk ing
remains  one  of  the
most  talked-about
webtoons in the digital
age.  Its  unflinching
l o o k  a t  a b u s e ,
o b s e s s i o n ,  a n d
psychological  horror
sets  i t  apar t  f rom
mainstream fare. While
i ts  controversy  i s
unlikely  to  fade,  the
series  has  earned  a
place in the annals of
webcomic  history  for
its  ambition,  artistry,
and ability  to  provoke
deep  emotional  and
intellectual  responses.
For  those  willing  to
e x p l o r e  i t s  d a r k
corr idors,  Kil l ing
Stalking  offers a story
that is as unforgettable
as  i t  is  unsett l ing.
Ultimately, it serves as
a powerful reminder of
the line between fiction
and  reality,  and  the
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responsibility  of  both
creators and readers to
engage  with  difficult
content  thoughtfully.
Whether  you  love  it,
hate it,  or find yourself
caught  somewhere  in
between ,  Ki l l ing

Stalking  demands  to
be taken seriously as a
work of art that reflects
the complexities of the
human psyche. It  is  a
journey into the abyss
— and one that,  once
taken,  is  not  easily
forgotten.


