Wicked Defying Gravity Sheet Music 1

Wicked Defying Gravity Sheet

Music

Downloaded from
Wicked Defying Gravity remodelicious.com by
Sheet Music Bria & Kael

INTRODUCTION: THE LASTING
MAGIC OF A THEATRICAL
ANTHEM

Few moments in musical theatre have
captured the collective imagination quite
like Elphaba’s soaring declaration in
Wicked. “Defying Gravity” is not only the
climax of the first act but also a cultural
phenomenon that transcends the stage.

For musicians, singers, and theatre
enthusiasts, owning a copy of the
Wicked Defying Gravity sheet music
is a gateway to performing this iconic
piece. Whether you are a pianist
accompanying a vocalist, a singer
preparing for an audition, or a hobbyist
who wants to play the melody at home,
the sheet music for “Defying Gravity”
offers a rich, emotional journey. In this
article, we will explore everything you
need to know about this sheet music: its


https://remodelicious.com/

origins, available arrangements,
difficulty levels, where to find authentic
editions, and tips for mastering the
piece. Let’s dive into the world of this
beloved song and discover how its
written score can help you bring
Elphaba’s defiance to life.

THE SONG THAT DEFINED A
GENERATION

Composed by Stephen Schwartz,
“Defying Gravity” serves as the
emotional and musical peak of Wicked.
The song occurs when Elphaba, after
being misunderstood and betrayed,
decides to embrace her true power and
reject societal expectations. The lyrics,
coupled with Schwartz’'s sweeping
melody, create a powerful anthem of
self-empowerment. The music builds

from a contemplative verse into a
triumphant, belted chorus that demands
both vocal prowess and emotional depth.
The orchestration, with its iconic key
changes and dramatic strings, has made
it a favourite for piano and vocal
renditions worldwide.

Because of its complexity and beauty,
the Wicked Defying Gravity sheet
music is a sought-after resource. It
allows performers to dissect the song’s
structure, practice difficult passages,
and ultimately deliver a performance
that does justice to the original. But not
all sheet music is created equal.
Different editions cater to different skill
levels and performance contexts.

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENT
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MUSIC

When searching for the Wicked
Defying Gravity sheet music, you will
encounter several arrangements. Each
serves a unigue purpose, from
professional stage use to home practice.
Here are the most common types:

Piano/Vocal
Arrangement
(Standard

ARRANGEE%H"’E |06 H—T SHEET

This is the most popular version for
singers and accompanists. It includes
the full vocal line with lyrics, a piano
accompaniment that reduces the
orchestral score, and chord symbols for
guitarists or additional harmony. The
standard edition is typically written in
the original key of D-flat major (with a
modulation to E major for the final
chorus). It is suitable for advanced
intermediate players due to its wide
leaps, syncopated rhythms, and
demanding fingerings.



Easy Piano
Arrangement

For beginners or younger students,
simplified versions are available. These
Wicked Defying Gravity sheet music
arrangements often transpose the piece
to a more accessible key (such as C
major) and simplify the accompaniment
to single notes or basic chords. While
easier to play, they may lose some of
the dramatic tension. However, they are
excellent for building confidence and
learning the iconic melody.

Orchestral and
Band
Arrangements

For school orchestras, pit bands, or
community theatre groups, full
instrumental scores can be purchased or
rented. These include parts for strings,
winds, brass, percussion, and piano. The
sheet music for these arrangements is
considerably more complex and requires
a full ensemble. Individual
instrumentalists often look for parts like
“Violin I” or “Flute” from the show’s
score.
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Vocal Solo
Editions with
Transpositions

Singers often need the sheet music in a
key that suits their voice. While the
original is written for a high belting
range (up to an E5 or F5), many
publishers offer transposed versions.
Some editions provide multiple keys
within the same book. For example, a
lower key (like C major or B-flat major)
can help mezzo-sopranos or altos
perform the piece more comfortably.
Always check the vocal range before
purchasing.

WHERE TO FIND LEGITIMATE
WICKED DEFYING GRAVITY SHEET
MUSIC

With the popularity of Wicked, many
websites offer unauthorised or poor-
quality transcriptions. To ensure
accuracy and legality, it is best to
purchase from reputable sources. Here
are recommended platforms:

e Musicnotes.com - Offers official
digital sheet music with instant
download. They provide different
arrangements (piano/vocal, easy
piano, and vocal solo) and allow
transposition with their digital
notation software.

e Sheetmusicplus.com - A major
retailer for all sheet music,
including the Wicked Defying



Gravity sheet music in various
editions. Look for the Hal Leonard
or Alfred Music publications, which
are the official publishers.

Hal Leonard Online - The
exclusive publisher of the Wicked
vocal selections. Their official
book, “Wicked: Vocal Selections”,
contains the full sheet music for
“Defying Gravity” along with other
songs from the musical.

Amazon - For physical copies of
the songbook or individual sheet
music folios. Be sure to check the
product details to confirm it is the
official edition.

When purchasing, look for publications
by Stephen Schwartz and Hal
Leonard. Avoid free PDF downloads

from obscure sites, as they often contain
errors and infringe copyright.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL AND SKILLS
REQUIRED

The Wicked Defying Gravity sheet
music is generally considered advanced
for piano players. Here is a breakdown of
the challenges you might face:

e Piano Accompaniment: The
piano part includes fast arpeggios,
large chord stretches, syncopated
rhythms, and rapid key changes.
The final section (from “So if you
care to find me” to the end)
requires a strong left hand for
rolling bass notes and a right hand
that can handle octave melodies.

e Vocal Line: The singer must
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navigate a wide range, from a low
G3 to a high E5 (or F5 in the final
belt). The song demands breath
control, dynamic contrast, and the
ability to sustain long, powerful
notes.

e Reading Ability: Intermediate to
advanced sight-reading is
recommended. The key signatures
(D-flat and E major) have many
accidentals, and the tempo shifts
between freer rubato sections and
a driving 4/4 time.

For those new to piano or singing,
starting with a simplified arrangement or
a vocal line without complex
accompaniment can be more achievable.
Gradually, you can work up to the full
score.

TIPS FOR LEARNING AND
PERFORMING “DEFYING
GRAVITY”

Mastering Wicked Defying Gravity
sheet music is a rewarding but
demanding process. Here are some
practical tips to help you succeed:

Break the Song
into Sections

The song can be divided into the verse,
pre-chorus, chorus (first key), interlude,
modulation, and final chorus. Practice
each section slowly, paying close
attention to the rhythm and dynamics.
Use a metronome to keep steady time,
especially during the driving eighth-note



patterns in the piano.

Focus on the
Emotional Arc

This song is about defiance and
liberation. Even while practicing
technical aspects, think about the story.
Where does Elphaba start timid? Where
does she feel the surge of power? Mark
your sheet music with dynamic markings
(forte, piano, crescendos) and breathe
where the character would breathe. For
pianists, the accompanimental texture
should swell at emotional peaks.

Master the Key
Changes

The shift from D-flat major to E major (a
half-step higher) is iconic. In the sheet
music, the modulation occurs after the
line “And nobody in all of Oz". Practice
this transition slowly. For singers, the
new key is often where the belt becomes
brighter. Pianists should ensure a
smooth pivot on the V7 chord of the new
key.

Use Practice

8 Wicked Defying Gravity Sheet Music

2023-05-17



Wicked Defying Gravity Sheet Music 9

Tools

Record yourself or use apps like
Appcompanist or SingTrue to check pitch
accuracy. You can also find backing
tracks online that match the official
tempo. However, always learn the song
with the sheet music first to develop
independence.

Work with a
Teacher or
Coach

If possible, take lessons from a voice
coach or piano teacher who has
experience with musical theatre. They

can guide you on breath support,
avoiding vocal strain, and achieving the
correct style. For piano, a teacher can
help with fingering for the wide
arpeggios and chord voicings.

INTERPRETATION AND
EXPRESSION: MAKING THE MUSIC
YOUR OWN

While the Wicked Defying Gravity
sheet music provides all the notes and
rhythms, interpretation is what
transforms a performance from
mechanical to magical. Consider the
following elements:

e Tempo Rubato: In the verses,
you can stretch slightly for
emotional effect, especially on
words like “limitless” or



“untamed”. But maintain strict
rhythm in the driving choruses.
Dynamics: The song builds from a
gentle, almost weary tone in the
verse to a thundering, full-voiced
climax. Use the dynamic markings
as a guide, but don't be afraid to
exaggerate contrast for drama.
Phrasing: Follow the natural
speech rhythms of the lyrics. For
example, “I'm through with playing
by the rules” can be declamatory,
while “something has changed
within me” is more introspective.
Pedal (for pianists): Use the
sustain pedal sparingly to avoid
blurring the harmonies. In the fast
arpeggios of the chorus, half-
pedaling can help create a legato
effect without over-blurring.
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Remember that even Idina Menzel's
iconic recording is just one
interpretation. Do not feel constrained to
copy it exactly. The sheet music is a
blueprint, but you are the architect of
emotion. Sing with your own voice, play
with your own touch, and let the music
speak.

CONCLUSION: UNLEASH YOUR
INNER ELPHABA

The Wicked Defying Gravity sheet
music is more than just notes on a
page. It is an invitation to explore one of
the most powerful moments in modern
musical theatre. Whether you are a
pianist, a singer, or both, engaging with
this score allows you to connect with
themes of self-acceptance, courage, and
defiance. By choosing the right
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arrangement for your skill level,
practicing diligently, and interpreting the
music with passion, you can recreate
that spine-tingling moment of flight. So
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take a deep breath, place the sheet
music on your stand, and let
gravity—defy itself. The magic of Wicked
awaits.



