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UNVEILING THE
AUTHOR: WHO
WROTE THE NOVEL
PRIDE AND
PREJUDICE

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
cherished and enduring
w o r k s  o f  E n g l i s h
literature,  Pride  and
P r e j u d i c e ,  h a s
captivated  readers  for
over two centuries. Its
w i t t y  s o c i a l
c o m m e n t a r y ,
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
timeless romance have
cemented  its  place  in

the literary canon. But
for  those  new  to  this
classic,  a  fundamental
question  often  arises:
who wrote the novel
Pride And Prejudice?
The answer, of course,
is  the  brilliant  English
novelist  Jane  Austen.
However,  the  story
behind  the  novel's
creation,  its  initial
reception,  and  the
identity of its author is
far  richer  and  more
nuanced than a simple
name.  This  art ic le
delves  deep  into  the
life of Jane Austen, the
journey  of  her  most
famous novel, and the
legacy  that  continues

https://remodelicious.com/


2

2 Who Wrote The Novel Pride And
Prejudice

2025-02-15

to  enchant  millions  of
readers worldwide.

THE LIFE AND
WORLD OF JANE
AUSTEN

Early
Years and
Influence
s
Jane  Austen  was  born
on December 16, 1775,
i n  S t e v e n t o n ,
Hampshire, England, to
Reverend  George
Austen  and  his  wife
Cassandra.  She  was
the  seventh  of  eight
children and grew up in
a  c l o s e - k n i t ,
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y
stimulating  family
env i ronment .  Her
father  encouraged
reading  and  writing,
and  young  Jane  had

access to his extensive
library.  From  a  very
early  age,  she  began
writing burlesques and
short  works  for  the
amusement  of  her
family,  honing  the
sharp wit and satirical
eye  that  would  later
define her novels.
Austen's  world  was
primarily  that  of  the
rural  English  gentry
and  clergy,  a  social
s p h e r e  s h e  k n e w
intimately. This setting
would  become  the
canvas  for  nearly  all
her  major  works.  Her
e x p e r i e n c e s ,
observations,  and  the
social  dynamics  of
small  communities
prov ided  her  wi th
endless  material  for
exploring  themes  of
courtship,  marriage,
morality,  and  money.
Understanding  who
wrote  the  novel  Pride
A n d  P r e j u d i c e
n e c e s s i t a t e s
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understanding  the
world she inhabited—a
world  where  social
standing and economic
s e c u r i t y  w e r e
paramount,  especially
for  women.

A Private
Writing
Life
Unlike  many  modern
authors,  Jane  Austen's
writing life was a quiet,
private  affair.  She
wrote  in  the  family's
sitting  room,  often
amidst the chatter and
activity  of  daily  life.
She  would  draft  her
stories on small pieces
o f  p a p e r ,  e a s i l y
concealed  if  visitors
arrived,  as  writ ing
fiction  was  not
considered a proper or
prestigious  activity  for
a gentlewoman of  her

time.  This  need  for
discretion  meant  that
for  many  years,  her
authorship  remained
largely unknown to the
public.  When  asked
who  wrote  the  novel
Pride  And  Prejudice,
her  ear ly  readers
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e
anonymous  credit  on
the title page: "By the
Author  of  Sense  and
Sensibility."

THE BIRTH OF A
MASTERPIECE:
FROM FIRST
IMPRESSIONS TO
PRIDE AND
PREJUDICE

The
Original
Manuscri
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Long before it became
the  beloved  novel  we
know today,  the story
that  would  become
Pride  and  Prejudice
began its  life  under a
different  title.  In  1796,
when Jane Austen was
just 20 years old,  she
began  work  on  an
epistolary  novel  titled
First  Impressions.  She
c o m p l e t e d  t h e
manuscript  by  August
1797,  and  her  father,
ever  supportive,  took
the  proactive  step  of
writing  to  a  London
publisher,  Thomas
Cadell,  to  offer  the
m a n u s c r i p t  f o r
publication.  He  was
politely  declined  by
return  post,  and  the
manuscript  was  set
aside.
For anyone asking who
wrote  the  novel  Pride
And  Prejudice  in  its

ear l iest  form,  the
answer  is  a  young,
unpub l i shed  Jane
A u s t e n ,  w o r k i n g
diligently  in  the  quiet
o f  he r  Hampsh i re
home. The original First
I m p r e s s i o n s
manuscript  has  never
been  found,  leading
scholars  to  believe  it
m a y  h a v e  b e e n
destroyed  or  simply
lost  to  time.

Revisiting
and
Rewriting
Over  a  decade  later,
after  the  successful
publication  of  Sense
and Sensibility in 1811,
Jane  Austen  returned
to her earlier work. She
r e v i s e d  F i r s t
I m p r e s s i o n s
e x t e n s i v e l y ,
transforming it from an
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epistolary  novel  into
the  masterful  third-
person  narrative  we
k n o w  t o d a y .  S h e
renamed  it  Pride  and
Prejudice,  a  title  that
perfectly  encapsulates
the  central  themes  of
the  novel.  The  new
title,  likely  borrowed
from a phrase in Fanny
Burney's novel Cecilia,
was a stroke of genius,
immediately  drawing
the  reader's  attention
to  the  core  character
flaws  that  drive  the
plot.
This period of revision
was  crucial.  The  Jane
Austen who wrote the
n o v e l  P r i d e  A n d
Prejudice  in  its  final
f o r m  w a s  a  m o r e
m a t u r e  a n d
experienced  writer.
She  had  a  sharper
command  of  irony,  a
deeper  understanding
o f  c h a r a c t e r
development,  and  a
more  sophisticated

narrative  style.  The
transformation  of  the
spirited  but  perhaps
more  straightforward
First  Impressions  into
t h e  n u a n c e d  a n d
layered  Pr ide  and
P r e j u d i c e  i s  a
t e s tamen t  t o  he r
growth as an artist.

PUBLICATION AND
THE QUESTION OF
ANONYMITY

Entering
the Public
Eye
Pride  and  Prejudice
was  finally  published
on  January  28,  1813,
by Thomas Egerton of
Whitehall .  I t  was  a
commercial  success,
receiving  posit ive
reviews and selling out
its first edition of 1,500
copies  within  its  first
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year. A second edition
was  published  later
that year,  and a third
in  1817.  Despite  its
success, the title page
of the first edition read
simply: "By the Author
o f  S e n s e  a n d
Sensibil ity."
For the vast majority of
i t s  contemporary
readers, the answer to
the  quest ion  who
wrote  the  novel
Pride  And Prejudice
was  a  mystery.  They
k n e w  t h e y  w e r e
reading the work of "a
L a d y , "  b u t  J a n e
Austen's name was not
attached to the book in
p r i n t .  T h i s  w a s  a
common  practice  for
women  writers  of  the
era,  who  often  faced
p r e j u d i c e  a n d
skepticism about  their
i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d
creat ive  abi l i t ies.
P u b l i s h i n g
anonymously  allowed
Austen  to  rece ive

h o n e s t  c r i t i c a l
f e e d b a c k  a n d  t o
protect  her  family's
privacy.

The
Revelatio
n of
Identity
Interestingly, while the
public was kept in the
dark,  Austen's  identity
was  an  open  secret
among the aristocracy
and literary circles. Sir
Walter  Scott ,  who
admired  the  novel,
knew  she  was  the
author.  The  Prince
R e g e n t ,  a  g r e a t
admirer  of  her  works,
had his  librarian write
to  Austen  requesting
that  she  dedicate  her
next  novel  to  him.  It
was  only  after  her
death in 1817 that her
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brother  Henry  publicly
revealed her identity in
a  biographical  note
accompanying  the
p o s t h u m o u s
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f
Northanger Abbey  and
Persuasion.  From  that
point  on,  the  world
knew  definitively  who
wrote  the  novel  Pride
And Prejudice.

THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF PRIDE
AND PREJUDICE

A
Timeless
Story of
Love and
Growth
At its heart, Pride and
Prejudice is the story of
Elizabeth  Bennet,  the
second  of  five

daughters of a country
gentleman,  and  her
t u m u l t u o u s
relationship  with  the
wealthy and seemingly
arrogant Mr. Fitzwilliam
Darcy. The plot follows
E l i z a b e t h  a s  s h e
n a v i g a t e s  t h e
pressures of family, the
e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f
society,  and  her  own
prejudiced  judgments.
The novel's genius lies
not just in its romantic
plot, but in its profound
and witty  examination
o f  human  na tu re .
Elizabeth's  journey  is
one  of  self-discovery,
a s  s h e  l e a r n s  t o
recognize  her  own
blind  spots  and  the
d a n g e r s  o f  h a s t y
judgment.
Why  does  this  novel,
written over 200 years
a g o ,  c o n t i n u e  t o
resonate  so  deeply?
The  characters  feel
rea l .  E l i zabeth  i s
intelligent,  spirited,
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and  flawed.  Mr.  Darcy
is proud, awkward, and
ul t imately  deeply
honorable. The themes
of  pride,  prejudice,
social  class,  and  the
s e a r c h  f o r  a  t r u e
partnership in marriage
are  as  relevant  today
a s  t h e y  w e r e  i n
Regency  England.
Eve ry  t ime  a  new
reader asks who wrote
the  novel  Pride  And
Prejudice,  they  are
stepping  into  a  world
t h a t  f e e l s  b o t h
h i s t o r i c a l  a n d
immediate.

Literary
and
Cultural
Impact
The  influence  of  Jane
Austen's  masterpiece
is vast and profound. It

has spawned countless
film  and  television
adaptations,  from  the
beloved  1995  BBC
mini-series  starring
Colin Firth to the 2005
film  starring  Keira
K n i g h t l e y .  I t  h a s
insp i red  seque ls ,
prequels,  and  modern
retellings,  including
H e l e n  F i e l d i n g ' s
Bridget  Jones's  Diary
a n d  t h e  2 0 0 4
Bollywood  film  Bride
and  Prejudice .  The
n o v e l ' s  f a m o u s
opening  line,  "It  is  a
t ru th  un ive rsa l l y
acknowledged,  that  a
s i n g l e  m a n  i n
possession  of  a  good
fortune,  must  be  in
want of a wife," is one
of the most quoted and
parod ied  in  a l l  o f
English  l iterature.
L i te ra ry  scho la rs
continue to analyze the
n o v e l ' s  c o m p l e x
narrative structure,  its
use  of  free  indirect
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discourse (a technique
Austen pioneered), and
its  sharp social  satire.
When considering who
wrote  the  novel  Pride
And  Prejudice,  it  is
essential  to  recognize
Jane Austen not just as
a  novelist,  but  as  a
keen social critic and a
master  of  the  English
language.  She  wrote
with  a  precision  and
irony  that  few  have
ever matched.

CONCLUSION: THE
LEGACY OF JANE
AUSTEN

So,  who  wrote  the
n o v e l  P r i d e  A n d
Prejudice? The answer
i s  J a n e  A u s t e n ,  a
woman  of  remarkable
t a l e n t  a n d  q u i e t
determination.  She
wrote  a  story  that
transcends  its  time,
e x p l o r i n g  t h e
complexities  of  the
human heart with wit,
w i s d o m ,  a n d

unparalleled  charm.
She gave us Elizabeth
B e n n e t ,  o n e  o f
l i te ra tu re ' s  most
beloved  heroines,  and
M r .  D a r c y ,  t h e
archetypal  romantic
hero.  She  showed  us
that true love involves
not just attraction, but
growth,  humility,  and
the courage to change.
Jane Austen's  own life
was  relatively  short;
she died at the age of
4 1 ,  l i k e l y  f r o m
Addison's disease. She
never married, yet she
w r o t e  w i t h  s u c h
profound insight about
love and marriage. She
lived  quietly,  but  her
voice, preserved in her
six  completed  novels,
speaks  as  clearly  and
compellingly  today  as
it ever has. For anyone
who  has  ever  picked
up a copy of Pride and
Prejudice  and  fallen
under  its  spell,  the
question of who wrote
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it  leads  to  a  deeper
appreciation  of  the
br i l l iant  mind  and
gent le  hear t  tha t
b r o u g h t  s u c h  a
timeless  story  to  life.

Her legacy is not just a
single  novel,  but  a
body  o f  work  that
continues to define the
very essence of classic
English literature.


