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INTRODUCING ODD
TODD AND EVEN
STEVEN: A FUN
WAY TO LEARN
NUMBERS

Every parent,  teacher,
and  caregiver  knows
t h a t  t e a c h i n g
fundamental  math
concepts  to  young
children  can  be  both
d e l i g h t f u l  a n d
challenging.  Among
the  earliest  building
b locks  o f  number
sense is  the ability  to
distinguish  between
o d d  a n d  e v e n
n u m b e r s .  W h i l e
w o r k s h e e t s  a n d

flashcards  can  be
effective,  nothing
captures  a  chi ld ’s
imagination quite like a
s t o r y  a b o u t  t w o
charming ,  qu i rky
characters.  Enter  Odd
T o d d  a n d  E v e n
Steven  —  a  beloved
pair of friends who turn
a  simple  math  lesson
into  an  unforgettable
adventure.  In  th is
article,  we’ll  explore
who  these  characters
are,  why  they  are  so
effective for early math
education,  how  you
can  use  them  in  the
classroom or at home,
a n d  e v e n  a  f e w
creative twists to keep
the learning fresh.
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WHO ARE ODD
TODD AND EVEN

STEVEN?

Odd Todd  and  Even
Steven  are  fictional
characters  often  used
in  elementary  schools
t o  h e l p  c h i l d r e n
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
concept  of  odd  and
e v e n  n u m b e r s .
Typically,  Odd Todd is
depicted  as  a  quirky,
s l i gh t l y  l ops ided
character  who  loves
numbers  that  cannot
be divided equally into
two groups. He always
e n d s  u p  w i t h  a
" l e f t o v e r "  o r  a
"partnerless"  item.
Even  Steven,  on  the
other hand, is balanced
and symmetrical. He is
per fect ly  content
b e c a u s e  a l l  h i s
numbers  can  be  split
into  two  equal  pairs.
This  personification  of
m a t h e m a t i c a l
propert ies  makes

abstract ideas tangible
and  memorable  for
young  learners.

The Story
Behind
the
Character
s
Though  the  exact
origin of Odd Todd and
Even Steven is unclear,
these  characters  have
appeared  in  countless
c l a s s r o o m s ,
educational books, and
online resources. Some
teachers  dress  up  as
the  characters,  using
props like odd socks or
mismatched gloves for
O d d  T o d d ,  a n d
perfectly  paired  items
for  Even  Steven.  The
narrative  usually  goes
something  like  this:
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Todd  and  Steven  are
best  friends  who  love
to collect things. Todd
always  has  an  odd
number of items, while
Steven always  has  an
even  number.  Their
a d v e n t u r e s  h e l p
children see patterns in
numbers  all  around
them.

WHY ODD TODD
AND EVEN STEVEN
WORK SO WELL
FOR TEACHING
MATH

Children  are  naturally
drawn  to  stories  and
characters. By linking a
dry  mathemat ica l
c o n c e p t  t o  a
m e m o r a b l e
personality,  you  tap
into a child’s emotional
a n d  i m a g i n a t i v e
learning  pathways.
H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
reasons  why  the  Odd
Todd and Even Steven
a p p r o a c h  i s  s o
effective:

Visual and
Kinesthetic
Learning: When
children
physically sort
objects into pairs
or groups, they
experience the
difference
between odd and
even. Using
characters gives
them a mental
hook to
remember the
rules.
Relatable
Conflict: Odd
Todd’s leftover
item creates a
small problem —
he’s always
missing a
partner. Even
Steven is always
perfectly paired.
This narrative
tension makes
children want to
"help" the
characters,
thereby
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engaging more
deeply with the
lesson.
Memorable
Mnemonics:
The names
themselves are
clues: "Odd
Todd" has a
double "d" which
is odd, while
"Even Steven"
has a
symmetrical ring.
Children quickly
learn to
associate the
names with the
properties.
Encourages
Prediction:
Once a child
knows whether a
number is odd or
even, they can
predict outcomes
in patterns,
addition, and
even simple
multiplication.
The characters
provide a friendly

framework for
these
predictions.

HOW TO USE ODD
TODD AND EVEN
STEVEN IN THE
CLASSROOM OR AT
HOME

1.
Interactiv
e
Storytime
Read a  short  story  or
create your own about
the two characters. For
example,  you  might
say,  "One  day,  Odd
Todd  found  5  apples.
He tried to share them
equal ly  wi th  Even
Steven, but one apple
was left  over.  Steven,
on the other hand, had
6  apples  and  could
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share them perfectly."
As you read,  use real
objects like toy apples
or blocks to let children
count along.

2. Sorting
Games
Provide  a  basket  of
m i x e d  o b j e c t s  —
buttons, coins, or small
toys.  Ask  children  to
sort the quantities into
"Odd Todd's  pile"  and
"Even  Steven's  pile."
Use two boxes labeled
with  the  characters'
f a c e s .  F o r  o l d e r
children,  you  can  use
number cards and ask
them  to  place  each
card  into  the  correct
pile.

3. Dress-

Up and
Role Play
One child can dress as
O d d  T o d d  w i t h
mismatched  shoes  or
gloves.  Another  can
dress  as  Even  Steven
with perfectly matched
items. Then, give each
child  a set  of  number
cards. Todd must hold
up  numbers  that  are
odd,  whi le  Steven
h o l d s  u p  e v e n
numbers. This physical
activity  reinforces  the
concept in a fun, active
way.

4. Art and
Craft
Projects
Have  children  draw
O d d  T o d d  w i t h  a
"lopsided"  appearance
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(maybe one ear bigger
than  the  other)  and
Even  S teven  w i th
perfect  symmetry.
Then,  around  each
character,  they  can
draw or  paste  objects
i n  t h e  c o r r e c t
quantities:  for  Todd,
d r a w  3  s t a r s ;  f o r
Steven,  draw  4  stars.
This  reinforces  the
concept while allowing
creativity.

5. Song
and
Chant
Create a simple chant:
"Odd Todd has one left
out,  Even  Steven  is
paired  about!"  or  set
t h e  c o n c e p t  t o  a
familiar tune like "Row,
Row,  Row Your  Boat."
Repetition  through
music  helps  cement
learning.

EXTENDING THE
CONCEPT: BEYOND
BASIC ODD AND
EVEN

Once  children  have
mastered  the  basic
idea,  Odd  Todd  and
Even Steven can help
with  more  advanced
topics:

Addition and
Subtraction
Patterns:
Explain that
when you add
two even
numbers, you
always get an
even number —
that’s just like
Steven adding to
Steven. When
you add two odd
numbers, you
get an even
number (Todd +
Todd = Steven).
Adding an odd
and an even
gives an odd
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number (Todd +
Steven = Todd).
These rules
become
memorable when
tied to the
characters.
Multiplication:
An odd number
multiplied by an
odd number is
odd (Todd ×
Todd = Todd).
Any even
number
multiplied by any
number is even
(Steven ×
anything =
Steven). Children
can quickly
check their
answers by
thinking about
the characters.
Division and
Remainders:
When dividing, a
remainder
indicates an odd
outcome — Odd
Todd’s leftover.

This connection
helps students
understand
remainders not
as scary abstract
numbers, but as
friendly leftovers.

REAL-WORLD
CONNECTIONS:
WHERE DO WE SEE
ODD AND EVEN?

T o  d e e p e n
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,
encourage  children  to
find  odd  and  even
numbers in their  daily
lives.  Here  are  some
practical examples:

House numbers:
Often, houses on
one side of the
street are even,
and on the other
side are odd.
Number of shoes:
A pair is two
(even), but a
single shoe is
one (odd).
Days of the
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month: Some
dates are odd,
some even. Ask
your child if their
birthday is odd or
even.
Sports jerseys:
Many players
wear odd or even
numbers; you
can discuss
patterns.
Cooking: Recipes
often call for an
even number of
eggs or an odd
number of
cookies — which
one would Odd
Todd prefer?

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

Some children struggle
to grasp the concept of
o d d  a n d  e v e n ,
especially if they have
difficulty  with  one-to-
one  correspondence.

Here  are  a  few  tips:

Start with
concrete
objects: Always
begin with
physical items
that children can
touch and move.
Do not jump to
abstract number
symbols too
quickly.
Use pairing
language:
Emphasize the
word "pair." "Can
you put these
counters into
pairs? If there is
one counter left
without a
partner, that
number is odd."
Focus on the
last digit rule:
For larger
numbers, teach
children to look
only at the last
digit. If it ends in
1, 3, 5, 7, or 9,
it's odd (Odd
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Todd). If it ends
in 0, 2, 4, 6, or 8,
it's even (Even
Steven).
Repetition with
variety: Use
different
materials,
games, and
stories so the
concept is
reinforced in
multiple ways.

CREATIVE
VARIATIONS: NEW
CHARACTERS AND
STORIES

Once  your  chi ld  or
s t u d e n t s  a r e
comfortable  with  the
original  duo,  you  can
invent  new characters
to  explore  related
math  ideas:

Prime Patty
and Composite
Carl: Introduce
prime and
composite
numbers with

similar
personalities.
Factor Fiona: A
character who
loves to break
numbers into
smaller groups.
Multiple
Megan: Helps
with skip
counting and
multiples.

This  approach  shows
children that math is a
world  full  of  friendly
characters,  each  with
their own special rules.
T h e  s t o r y - b a s e d
m e t h o d  b u i l d s  a
positive  emotional
c o n n e c t i o n  t o
mathematics,  which
c a n  r e d u c e  m a t h
anxiety later in life.

TIPS FOR PARENTS
AND TEACHERS:
MAKING THE MOST
OF ODD TODD AND
EVEN STEVEN

Be1.
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enthusiastic:
Children pick up
on your energy.
If you treat Odd
Todd and Even
Steven like old
friends, they will
too.
Use their2.
names
frequently: “Is
this number an
Odd Todd
number or an
Even Steven
number?”
becomes a
simple question
that reinforces
the concept each
time.
Create a3.
classroom or
home display:
A poster with
both characters
and examples of
their numbers
can serve as a
quick reference.
Encourage4.
children to

create their
own stories:
When they
invent new
adventures for
Todd and Steven,
they internalize
the math
concepts even
more deeply.
Connect to5.
other subjects:
In art, talk about
symmetry (Even
Steven loves
symmetry). In
nature, count
petals — many
flowers have an
odd number of
petals. This
cross-curricular
approach
enriches
learning.

CONCLUSION

Odd Todd and Even
Steven are more than
just  catchy  names  —
they  are  powerfu l
teaching  tools  that
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t r a n s f o r m  a
f u n d a m e n t a l
mathematical  concept
into  a  memorable,
relatable  experience.
By  personifying  odd
and  even  numbers,
educators and parents
can help children build
a strong number sense
that  will  serve  as  the
foundation  for  more
complex  math  skills.
W h e t h e r  y o u  u s e
storytelling,  hands-on
activities,  art  projects,

or  songs,  these  two
lovable  characters
make  learning  math
fun,  engaging,  and
lasting.  So  the  next
time you need to teach
o d d  a n d  e v e n
numbers,  invite  Odd
Todd and Even Steven
into your classroom or
home.  They’ll  bring
balance and a little bit
of whimsy to the world
of numbers — and your
young  learners  will
thank  you  for  it.


