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INTRODUCTION:

THE LEGACY OF A
LEARNER'S BEST
FRIEND

the
of

For decades,
Longman

Contemporary

English Dictionary
has stood as a
cornerstone in the
world of English
language learning.
Unlike traditional
dictionaries designed
primarily for native
speakers, Longman
has carved out a

unique space by
focusing squarely on
the needs of learners.
Whether you are a
student in a classroom,
a professional polishing
your business English,
or a self-taught
enthusiast, this
dictionary offers a
bridge between
everyday speech and
the richness of
academic or literary
language. Its
reputation is built not
on archaic definitions
but on real, modern
usage drawn from
extensive corpora. In
an era where language
evolves at lightning


https://remodelicious.com/

speed, the Longman
dictionary remains a
trusted, authoritative
companion. This article
explores why this
resource continues to
be indispensable, how
it has adapted to
digital times, and what
sets it apart from other
reference works.

WHAT MAKES
LONGMAN A
DICTIONARY FOR
LEARNERS?

The primary mission of
the Longman Of
Contemporary

English Dictionary is
to make English
accessible. This s
achieved through a
carefully controlled
defining vocabulary of
around 2,000 common
words. All definitions
are written using only

explanations without
additional confusion.
This is a radical
departure from native-
speaker dictionaries,
which often rely on
complex vocabulary to
define other complex
words.

Beyond definitions,
each entry is rich with
examples taken from
real-world usage.
Longman draws from
its renowned corpus—a
massive database of
spoken and written
English from books,
newspapers,

conversations, and the
internet. These
examples are not
invented; they show
how actual native
speakers and writers
use the language in
context. This helps
learners grasp nuance,

these words, ensuring Collocations, and
that even intermediate typical sentence
learners can Structures.

understand Another learner-
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friendly feature is the
focus on frequency.
Words are often
marked with frequency
bands to indicate how
common they are.
High-frequency words
(like "get" or "do") are
given more detailed
treatment, with
multiple meanings and
grammatical patterns
clearly laid out. Less
common words are still
included but with
shorter entries. This
prioritization helps
learners focus their
efforts on the
vocabulary that will
give them the most
immediate

communicative power.

The
Defining

Vocabular
V:
Simplicity
Without
Sacrifice

The decision to restrict
defining vocabulary to
about 2,000 words is a
masterstroke of
pedagogical design.
For instance, the word
"vulnerable" might be
defined in a native-
speaker dictionary as
"exposed to the
possibility of being
attacked or harmed,
either physically or
emotionally."

Longman, however,
might define it as
"someone who is
vulnerable is easy to
hurt or damage
emotionally or



physically." The second
version uses simpler
words but conveys the
same meaning
accurately. This
approach does not
dumb down the
content; rather, it
makes the scientific
and precise nature of
language learning
more approachable.
Learners can build

confidence by
understanding
definitions without

constant recourse to a
second dictionary.

A CLOSER LOOK AT
FEATURES AND
EDITIONS

The Longman Of
Contemporary

English Dictionary
has evolved through
multiple editions, each
reflecting changes in
language and learning
technology. The latest
print edition (the 6th
edition, published in

2014) contains over
230,000 words,
phrases, and
meanings, with more
than 165,000 corpus-
based examples. It also
includes:

* Pronunciation:
Both British and
American
pronunciations in
IPA format. Audio
versions are
available in
digital formats.

e Grammar
notes: Clear,
boxed
explanations of
common
grammatical
patterns, such as
verb
complementation
, countability,
and prepositions.

e Collocations:
Special sections
showing which
words naturally
go together (e.qg.,
"heavy rain,"

4 Longman Of Contemporary English 2023-02-13
Dictionary



Longman Of Contemporary English
Dictionary 5

"strong coffee").

e Word origins:
Brief etymologies
that help
memory
retention.

e Thesaurus
boxes:
Synonyms and
antonyms for
common words,
helping learners
expand their
vocabulary.

e Language
notes: Cultural
and usage notes
about topics like
politeness,
idioms, and
regional
differences.

Digital versions have
gone even further. The
Longman Dictionary
app and online
platform integrate
audio pronunciation,
handwriting

recognition, and even a
grammar guide. Many
users now prefer the

digital version because
it allows instant look-
up, bookmarking, and
Cross-
referencing—features
that traditional paper
cannot match.

Why
Corpus-
Based
Examples
Matter

The core of Longman's
authority lies in its
corpus-based

approach. A corpus is a
collection of real texts,
and Longman's corpus
contains millions of
words. Every example
sentence in the
dictionary is drawn
from this corpus, which
means learners see
authentic language



rather than made-up
sentences that might
be grammatically
correct but unnatural.
For instance, instead of
seeing "He grasped the
stick" as an example of

"grasp," a learner
might see "She
grasped his arm

firmly." Such examples
teach not only the
word but its typical
grammatical context.

This is crucial for
developing natural
fluency.
COMPARING

LONGMAN WITH
OTHER LEARNER

Each has strengths, but
the Longman Of
Contemporary
English Dictionary
stands out for several
reasons:

e Defining
vocabulary
discipline:
Longman uses a
strict 2000-word
defining
vocabulary, while
Oxford uses
about 3000
words. This
makes Longman
definitions
slightly simpler.

* Frequency

DICTIONARIES information:
Longman's
The market for learner frequency bands
dictionaries includes are more
several major names: detailed, with
Oxford Advanced spoken and
Learner's Dictionary, written
Cambridge Advanced frequency
Learner's Dictionary, separately
Collins COBUILD, and marked.
Merriam-Webster's e Examples:
Learner's Dictionary. Longman's
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example academic English,
sentences are making it a favorite
often cited as among university
more naturaland students and
conversational IELTS/TOEFL
because they are candidates.

drawn from
spoken as well as
written sources.
COBUILD also
uses corpus
examples, but
Longman's are
generally more
learner-friendly.
e Pronunciation:
Longman
provides two full
IPA transcriptions
(British and
American) for
every word,
which is not
universal among
competitors.

In terms of
comprehensiveness,
Longman includes
more idiomatic phrases
and phrasal verbs than
most rivals. It also has
excellent coverage of

Print vs.
Digital:
Which Is
Better for
Learners?

The Longman Of
Contemporary

English Dictionary is
available in both
formats, and each has
advantages. Print
remains excellent for
focused study without
distractions. Flipping
pages can aid memory
through spatial recall.
However, digital
versions offer
interactivity: you can



tap a word to hear its
pronunciation, see it
used in more example
sentences, or check
collocations instantly.
Digital also allows you
to search by phrase,
which is helpful for
looking up idioms. For
serious learners, using
both in parallel is ideal:
print for deep reading
and digital for quick
reference.

HOW TO USE THE
LONGMAN
DICTIONARY
EFFECTIVELY

Owning the dictionary

meanings; note
the most
frequent one
first.

. Study the

examples.
Underline the
word in context
and try to create
your own similar
sentences.

. Check

collocations.
Longman lists
common
combinations
(e.g., "make a
mistake" vs. "do
a mistake" which
is wrong).

is only half the battle. . Use the
thesaurus
To get the most out of
. boxes. When
it, learners should o .
. writing, find
adopt active .
. alternatives to
strategies:
overused words
1. Read the full like "good" or
entry, not just "important."
the top . Practice
definition. Many pronunciation.
words have Listen to the
several audio models
8 Longman Of Contemporary English 2023-02-13

Dictionary



Longman Of Contemporary English

Dictionary 9
and repeat preparing for
aloud. Pay standardized tests like
attention to [ELTS, TOEFL, or

stress patterns.
6. Explore the
grammar
notes. These
clarify tricky
areas like
prepositions,
countable vs.
uncountable
nouns, and verb
patterns.

Teachers also find
Longman invaluable for
lesson preparation. The
dictionary's clear
layout and example
sentences make it easy
to design vocabulary
exercises or to check
the accuracy of usage
in student writing.

THE ROLE OF
LONGMAN IN
ENGLISH
PROFICIENCY
EXAMS

Many learners

Cambridge exams rely
on the Longman Of
Contemporary

English Dictionary.
Its focus on frequency
and real-world usage
aligns with what these
exams test:
communicative

competence rather
than obscure
knowledge. The

dictionary's coverage

of idiomatic
expressions and
phrasal verbs s

particularly helpful for
the speaking and
writing sections, where
natural collocation is
rewarded.
Furthermore, the clear
distinction between
formal and informal
usage helps learners
avoid overly casual
language in academic
contexts.

Moreover, Longman
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publishes exam-
specific editions, such
as the Longman
Dictionary of
Contemporary English
for Exams, which
includes additional
practice activities and
vocabulary lists
tailored to specific
tests. This integration
with exam preparation
makes it more than
just a reference tool—it
becomes a study
resource.

INNOVATIONS AND
ADAPTATIONS IN
THE DIGITAL AGE

The eBook and app
versions of the
Longman of
Contemporary
English Dictionary
have introduced
several cutting-edge
features:

phrase, including
within example
sentences.
Hyperlinked
cross-
references:
Click on any
word in a
definition to
jump to its own
entry.
Interactive
exercises: Some
digital editions
include multiple-
choice quizzes
and gap-fill
activities.

Audio
recordings:
Both British and
American English
pronunciations
are available for
every headword.
Personal word
lists: Users can
create custom

lists for self-
 Full-text testing.
search: Look up o
any word or These digital
enhancements have
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kept the Longman
dictionary relevant
even as online
dictionaries like Google
or WordReference
become popular.
Unlike those free tools,
Longman offers
curated, expert-
reviewed content with
pedagogical depth. For
serious learners, the
investment in
Longman's digital
access is well worth it.

CRITIQUES AND
LIMITATIONS

No dictionary is
perfect. Some users
note that the 2000-
word defining
vocabulary can
occasionally lead to
imprecise  definitions
for very abstract
terms. For example,
philosophical or
scientific concepts may
require more nuance.
However, Longman
compensates with
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additional usage notes
and cross-references.
Another limitation is
that the print edition

becomes outdated
quickly—language
changes, and new
words like "selfie" or
"ghosting" appear. The
6th edition is now

nearly a decade old, so
some neologisms may
be missing. Users are
advised to supplement
with online updates or

the latest digital
version.

Additionally, some
learners from

advanced levels may
find the
straightforward

definitions too
simplistic for their

needs. However,
Longman also
publishes an
"Advanced" edition?
Actually, the "Of
Contemporary English"
version is already

advanced for learners.



There is also a
"Longman Advanced
American Dictionary"
which is similar but
focused on American
English. For the most
advanced learners, a
native-speaker

dictionary like the
Shorter Oxford may be
preferable for depth,
but for 90% of
everyday needs,
Longman is sufficient.

CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS TOOL
FOR MODERN
LEARNERS

The Longman Of
Contemporary

English Dictionary
remains a gold
standard in the field of
English language
teaching. Its learner-
centric philosophy,
backed by robust
corpus data and a
disciplined defining
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vocabulary, empowers
millions of people
worldwide to achieve
fluency. Whether used
in print, online, or
through a mobile app,
this dictionary provides
not just definitions but
a window into how
English is actually
spoken and written. It
bridges the gap
between knowing
grammar rules and
using language
naturally. For anyone
serious about
mastering
English—whether as a
second language or for
academic success—the
Longman dictionary is
not merely a reference;
it is a teacher, a guide,
and a constant
companion on the
journey to proficiency.
Invest in it, use it
actively, and watch
your command of
English grow.
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