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THE LOST
CHRONICLE:
UNRAVELING THE
MYSTERY OF THE
ACTS OF SOLOMON

A m o n g  t h e  m a n y
tantalizing  references
in  the  Hebrew  Bible,
f e w  s p a r k  t h e
i m a g i n a t i o n  o f
h i s t o r i a n s  a n d
theologians  quite  like
the  mention  of  a  lost
text known as The Of
T h e  A c t s  O f
Solomon. This phrase,
drawn  from  the  First
Book of Kings, points to
a  source  document
that once detailed the

life, wisdom, and reign
of one of Israel's most
legendary  kings.  Yet,
unlike  the  canonical
books  that  have been
p r e s e r v e d  f o r
millennia,  this  ancient
chronicle has vanished,
leaving  behind  only  a
trai l  of  clues  and  a
profound  sense  of
curiosity.  What  was
this  text?  Why  was  it
created?  And  what
might it have revealed
about  the  man  who
built the Temple, spoke
in proverbs, and whose
wisdom was renowned
f r o m  E g y p t  t o
Tarshish?
To  understand  the
significance  of  The  Of
T h e  A c t s  O f
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Solomon,  one  must
first  place  it  within  the
broader  context  of
ancient  Near  Eastern
historiography.  The
kingdoms of Israel and
J u d a h ,  l i k e  t h e i r
neighbors,  maintained
royal annals and court
r e c o r d s .  T h e s e
documents  served not
only  as  administrative
l o g s  b u t  a l s o  a s
v e h i c l e s  f o r
legitimizing  rulers,
celebrating  national
achievements,  and
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e
collective memory of a
people.  The  biblical
authors, working under
divine  inspiration,
frequently  drew  upon
such sources, weaving
them  into  the  larger
theological  narrative
that  forms  the  Old
T e s t a m e n t .  T h e
mention of The Of The
Acts Of Solomon is a
direct window into this
editor ia l  process,

reveal ing  that  the
sacred text we possess
today  rests  upon  a
foundation  of  earlier,
now-lost  writings.

BIBLICAL
REFERENCES AND
CONTEXT

The  p r imary ,  and
indeed  only,  explicit
reference  to  The  Of
The Acts Of Solomon
appears  in  1  Kings
11:41 .  In  the  New
International  Version,
the verse reads: "As for
the  other  events  of
Solomon's reign—all he
did and the wisdom he
displayed—are  they
not written in the book
o f  t h e  a n n a l s  o f
S o l o m o n ? "  T h e
phrasing in the original
H e b r e w ,  o f t e n
translated as "the book
o f  t h e  a c t s  o f
Solomon,"  points  to  a
formal  record.  This
brief citation serves as
a  concluding  formula
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for  Solomon's  reign,
much  l i ke  s im i la r
formulas used for other
kings  of  Israel  and
Judah. It suggests that
the  bibl ical  wr i ter
assumed his  audience
could  consult  th is
external  source  for  a
more detailed account
of the king's life.
The  function  of  this
reference is significant.
I t  impl ies  that  the
biblical  narrative  is
selective. The author of
K i n g s  w a s  n o t
attempting to write an
exhaustive  biography
but  a  theo log i ca l
history. The focus is on
Solomon's  covenant
relationship  with  God,
his  wisdom  as  a  gift
from  the  divine,  his
construction  of  the
T e m p l e ,  a n d
ultimately,  his  failure
and  the  consequent
d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e
k ingdom.  Fo r  the
"other  events,"  the

mundane  details  of
po l i t i cs ,  bu i ld ing
projects,  and  daily
administration,  the
reader was directed to
The Of The Acts Of
Solomon.  This  lost
work,  therefore,  likely
contained  the  kind  of
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t
modern  histor ians
crave: dates, names of
officials, descriptions of
diplomatic  exchanges,
a n d  a c c o u n t s  o f
economic  activity.

What the
Acts of
Solomon
Might
Have
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Containe
d
Based  on  the  context
of  1  K ings  and  the
parallel  account  in  2
Chronicles,  scholars
have proposed several
categories  of  content
that The Of The Acts
Of  Solomon  might
have  included.  These
educated guesses help
reconstruct  a  fuller
picture  of  Solomon's
court  and  kingdom.

Administrative
Organization:
The Bible
provides a list of
Solomon's twelve
district officers (1
Kings 4:7-19),
but a fuller
record would
have detailed
their
responsibilities,
tax collection

methods, and
the logistics of
supplying the
royal household.
The lost book
likely contained a
comprehensive
administrative
map of the
kingdom.
Building
Projects: While
the Temple and
the royal palace
are described in
detail, Solomon
engaged in
numerous other
construction
efforts, including
the building of
cities like Hazor,
Megiddo, and
Gezer (1 Kings
9:15). The Of
The Acts Of
Solomon almost
certainly
contained
architectural
plans, labor
records, and
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accounts of the
materials used
for these vast
public works.
Diplomatic
Relations: The
famous visit of
the Queen of
Sheba is a
highlight, but it
was not an
isolated event.
Solomon's
international
trade networks,
his marriage
alliances, and his
treaties with
neighboring
powers would
have been
meticulously
recorded. This
lost text could
have shed light
on his
correspondence
with Hiram of
Tyre and the
complex
geopolitics of the
10th century

BCE.
Economic
Activity:
Solomon's wealth
was legendary.
The scope of his
mining
operations, his
fleet of ships at
Ezion-Geber, his
chariot and horse
trading
network—these
economic
engines were the
foundation of his
power. The
annals likely
contained trade
ledgers,
inventories of
gold and silver,
and records of
commercial
agreements.
Wisdom
Literature: The
Bible explicitly
states that
Solomon spoke
three thousand
proverbs and his
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songs numbered
a thousand and
five (1 Kings
4:32). While the
Book of Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, and
the Song of
Songs are
attributed to him,
The Of The
Acts Of
Solomon may
have contained
an even larger
corpus of his
sayings and
compositions,
possibly
including legal
judgments
beyond the
famous story of
the two mothers.

THEOLOGICAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE LOST TEXT

The  disappearance  of
The Of The Acts Of
S o l o m o n  r a i s e s
important  questions
a b o u t  d i v i n e

providence  and  the
nature  o f  b ib l i ca l
canon. Why would God
allow a source that was
clearly  used  by  the
biblical  authors  to  be
lost? The answer lies in
understanding  the
purpose  of  Scripture.
The  B ib le  i s  no t  a
comprehensive  history
book  but  a  revelation
of  God's  redemptive
p lan .  The  de ta i l s
p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e
canonical  text  are
precisely those needed
for spiritual instruction
and the demonstration
of  God's  covenant
faithfulness.
The mention of this lost
source  actually  serves
t o  b o l s t e r  t h e
c red ib i l i t y  o f  the
biblical  narrative.  It
s i g n a l s  t h a t  t h e
authors  were  careful
historians who worked
with  reliable  primary
sources. They were not
creating  fiction  but
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compiling  a  history
based  on  ex is t ing
records.  The  fact  that
they could point to The
O f  T h e  A c t s  O f
S o l o m o n  a s  a
verification  of  their
account  gave  their
original readers a way
to  check  their  claims.
In this  sense,  the lost
text functions as a kind
of  historical  footnote,
authenticating  the
biblical  story  even  in
its absence.

Comparis
on with
Other
Ancient
Annals
The concept of a royal
chronicle is not unique
to  Israel.  Throughout
the ancient Near East,

empires  maintained
detailed  records  of
t h e i r  k i n g s '
achievements.  The
Assyrian  Annals,  the
Babylonian  Chronicles,
and the Egyptian King
Lists all  served similar
purposes. The Of The
Acts  Of  Solomon
would have had much
in common with these
works. Like the annals
of Assyrian kings such
as Tiglath-Pileser III,  it
would  have  been  a
year-by-year  account
of  military  campaigns,
building  projects,  and
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
changes.  However,
unlike  the  boastful,
self-glorifying  tone  of
Assyrian  records,  the
Solomon  annals,  as
filtered  through  the
biblical  lens,  would
h a v e  a l s o
acknowledged  the
king's  human  failings
a n d  u l t i m a t e
accountability to God.
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This  d ist inct ion  is
crucial.  Purely  secular
annals celebrate power
for  its  own  sake.  The
biblical use of The Of
The Acts Of Solomon
subordinates  royal
achievement  to  divine
evaluation. The king is
not the ultimate hero;
God is. This theological
framework  transforms
the very nature of the
histor ica l  record.
W h e r e  a  p a g a n
chronicle  might  boast
of building a temple to
a  god,  the  bibl ical
narrative  emphasizes
that  the  Temple  was
built  for  the  glory  of
Yahweh,  and  that
Solomon's wisdom was
a gift from above, not a
natural endowment.

MODERN
SCHOLARLY
PERSPECTIVES

Contemporary scholars
approach The Of The
Acts  Of  Solomon

from  several  angles.
Historical  critics  seek
to  reconstruct  the
o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e ,
separating it  from the
later editorial layers of
the biblical  text.  They
analyze  l inguist ic
features,  narrative
style,  and  thematic
concerns  to  identify
what might have come
from the  royal  annals
versus what was added
by the Deuteronomistic
historian. This process,
k n o w n  a s  s o u r c e
criticism,  attempts  to
peel back the layers of
the  biblical  onion  to
r e v e a l  t h e  c o r e
historical  material.
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l
discoveries  have  also
shaped the discussion.
While no copy of  The
O f  T h e  A c t s  O f
Solomon  has  ever
b e e n  f o u n d ,
excavations  at  sites
like  Megiddo,  Hazor,
a n d  G e z e r  h a v e
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confirmed  the
existence of the kind of
m o n u m e n t a l
architecture  attributed
to  Solomon.  Inscribed
seals  and  bullae  from
the  period  mention
officials  with  names
similar to those in the
biblical  text.  These
findings  do  not  prove
the  existence  of  the
lost book, but they do
demonstrate  that  the
world described in the
bibl ical  account  is
historically  plausible.
The  administrative
apparatus  that  would
have produced such a
chronicle  certainly
existed.

The
Quest for
the

Historical
Solomon
The loss of The Of The
Acts  Of  Solomon  is
particularly  felt  by
those  seeking  the
historical  Solomon
behind  the  biblical
portrait.  The canonical
account  presents  a
figure  of  almost
superhuman  wisdom
and wealth, yet also a
man  who  succumbed
to idolatry and political
fo l ly .  Without  the
annalistic  source,  it  is
difficult  to  verify  the
s c a l e  o f  h i s
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .
S o m e  m i n i m a l i s t
scholars  argue  that
Solomon  was  a  much
smaller, more localized
ruler  than  the  Bible
d e s c r i b e s ,  w h i l e
maximalists accept the
general outlines of the
biblical  account.  The
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missing chronicle could
have  settled  many  of
t h e s e  d e b a t e s ,
providing  the  kind  of
dry,  factual  data  that
historians prize.
D e s p i t e  t h e
uncertainty,  the  very
e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e
reference  to  The  Of
The Acts Of Solomon
is  significant.  It
suggests  that  the
b i b l i c a l  a u t h o r s
believed Solomon was
a  king  of  sufficient
importance to  warrant
a formal royal history.
This  belief,  embedded
in  the  tex t  i t se l f ,
provides  a  powerful
a rgument  f o r  t he
historical reality of the
Solomonic  monarchy.
The  annals  may  be
lost,  but  the  memory
they  preserved  has
proven  more  durable
than  the  papyrus  or
parchment  on  which
they  were  written.

LEGACY AND
INFLUENCE

Even  in  its  absence,
The Of The Acts Of
Solomon  has  exerted
a  profound  influence
on Western culture and
religious  thought.  The
very idea of a lost book
of  wisdom  and  deeds
has  cap tu red  the
imagination of  writers,
artists, and theologians
for  centuries.  It  has
inspired  apocryphal
works,  such  as  the
"Wisdom of  Solomon,"
which is included in the
Catholic  and Orthodox
canons but not  in the
H e b r e w  B i b l e  o r
P r o t e s t a n t  O l d
Testament.  This  later
text,  written  centuries
after  Solomon's  time,
was  an  attempt  to  fill
the gap left by the lost
source,  offering
reflections  on  wisdom,
righteousness, and the
nature of God.



The Of The Acts Of Solomon 11

11

I n  l i t e ra tu re ,  the
concept of a lost record
of  Solomon's  acts  has
been  a  fertile  ground
for  fiction.  Novelists
have  imagined  what
secrets  the  annals
might have contained,
from magical  formulas
to  hidden  histories  of
the  Queen  of  Sheba.
T h e s e  c r e a t i v e
e x p l o r a t i o n s
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e
enduring power of the
unknown.  The  silence
of The Of The Acts Of
So lomon  s p e a k s
volumes, inviting each
generation  to  wonder
about the full scope of
the wise king's reign.

Lessons
for Today
The  story  of  The  Of
The Acts Of Solomon
holds valuable lessons
for modern readers.  It
reminds us that history

is  always  partial  and
that  the  records  we
possess are the result
of intentional selection.
The  biblical  writers
chose to preserve what
w a s  s p i r i t u a l l y
significant,  leaving
ordinary  historical
deta i ls  to  the  lost
annals.  This  should
caution  us  against
d e m a n d i n g  t h a t
Scripture answer every
quest ion  we  have
about  the  past.  The
Bible is not a textbook
of  ancient  history,
though  it  contains
reliable history. It  is a
testimony  to  God's
work in the world, and
like any testimony, it is
selective.
Fur thermore ,  the
existence  of  this  lost
source  encourages
h u m i l i t y  i n  o u r
historical  judgments.
We do not have all the
information.  The  full
account  of  Solomon's
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re ign ,  w i th  a l l  i t s
political  complexity
and  human  drama,  is
beyond our reach. We
see  through  a  glass
darkly.  This  should
t e m p e r  b o t h  o u r
skepticism  and  our
credulity, prompting us
to approach the biblical
text with reverence for
what it does reveal and
patience  for  what  it
does not.

CONCLUSION

The Of The Acts Of
Solomon remains one
of  the  most  intriguing
l o s t  t e x t s  o f  t h e
a n c i e n t  w o r l d .
Ment ioned  a lmost
incidental ly  in  the
biblical  narrative,  it
points to a rich literary
tradition  that  once
flourished in the courts
of Jerusalem. While we
may never recover its
contents,  its  legacy
endures  through  the
canonical  books  that

d r e w  u p o n  i t  a n d
through  the  questions
it continues to provoke.
The silence of the lost
annals is not a void but
an invitation—a call to
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
mysterious  interplay
b e t w e e n  d i v i n e
revelation  and  human
history. What we know
of Solomon is sufficient
f o r  f a i t h  a n d
instruction,  but  the
whisper  of  those  lost
pages reminds us that
there is always more to
learn, more to wonder,
and more to admire in
the  grand  story  of
God's people. The acts
o f  So lomon ,  bo th
r e c o r d e d  a n d
unrecorded,  point
beyond  themselves  to
the greater wisdom of
the  One  who  granted
Solomon his  gifts  and
who  alone  holds  the
fu l l  account  o f  a l l
human  history  in  His
hands.


