
When Is Pride And Prejudice Set 1

When Is Pride And Prejudice Set

When Is Pride And Prejudice Set
Downloaded from remodelicious.com by

Hinton & Jair

INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING QUESTION OF TIME
IN AUSTEN'S MASTERPIECE

For over two centuries, readers have fallen in love with the wit,
romance, and social commentary of Jane Austen's most beloved
novel. Yet one of the most common questions asked by students,
book club members, and casual readers alike is: when is Pride
and Prejudice set? The answer is more nuanced than a simple
date on a calendar. Understanding the precise historical context
of the novel enriches every reading of Elizabeth Bennet's journey
from prejudice to love. While the book was published in 1813, its
story unfolds during the twilight years of the 18th century and
the dawn of the Regency era. To fully appreciate the manners,
social constraints, and economic realities that drive the plot, we
must  examine  the  specific  time  period  that  shapes  every
character's  choices  and  dilemmas.

DEFINING THE EXACT TIME PERIOD: THE REGENCY
ERA

When literary scholars and historians address the question of
when is Pride and Prejudice set,  they generally place the

novel's events between 1795 and 1800. This places the story
squarely within the Regency era, a period of British history that
formally began in 1811 when King George III was deemed unfit to
rule and his son, the future King George IV, was appointed Prince
Regent.  However,  the  cultural  period  known  as  the  Regency
extends backwards to the 1790s, when the social  and artistic
sensibilities that would define the early 19th century first began
to emerge.
Jane  Austen  began  writing  the  novel  originally  titled  First
Impressions in 1796, when she was just twenty years old. She
completed the initial draft between 1796 and 1797, only to set it
aside for over a decade before revising and publishing it as Pride
and Prejudice  in 1813. The internal evidence within the novel
strongly supports a setting in the late 1790s. The mention of
militia regiments being stationed in Meryton, the references to
the  French  Revolution's  aftermath,  and  the  specific  details  of
transportation and social customs all point to this narrow window
of time.

Internal Clues That Reveal
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the Setting
The  novel  contains  several  subtle  but  telling  clues  that  help
readers determine when is Pride and Prejudice set. One of
the most significant indicators is the presence of the militia in the
Hertfordshire countryside. During the 1790s, Britain was at war
with revolutionary France, and militia regiments were commonly
quartered in rural towns as a defensive measure. The arrival of
officers  in  Meryton,  including  the  dashing  Mr.  Wickham,  reflects
this historical reality. By 1802, the Treaty of Amiens brought a
brief  pause  in  hostilities,  and  by  1813  when  the  novel  was
published, the militia system had changed considerably.
Another clue lies in the characters' modes of travel. Mr. Bennet's
estate at Longbourn is described as being twenty-four miles from
London, a journey that takes several hours by carriage on roads
that  were  often  muddy  and  difficult.  The  limited  transportation
options  underscore  the  relative  isolation  of  country  gentry
families and the importance of  every social  visit.  The lack of
railways is particularly telling, as the first public railway would not
open until 1825, well after the novel's setting.

THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE OF THE LATE
1790S

Understanding  when  is  Pride  and  Prejudice  set  requires
examining the rigid social hierarchy that governed English life in
the late 18th century.  The novel's  central  conflict  — Mr.  Darcy's
initial  reluctance  to  marry  beneath  his  social  station  and

Elizabeth's pride in her own gentility — only makes sense within
the context of the 1790s. During this period, the landed gentry
occupied a distinct position in society, below the aristocracy but
above  the  rising  merchant  class.  Marriage  was  not  merely  a
romantic  union  but  a  financial  and  social  contract  that  could
elevate  or  diminish  a  family's  standing  for  generations.
The economic realities of the era are woven throughout the plot.
Mr.  Collins's  living as  a  clergyman,  worth about  two hundred
pounds  per  year,  places  him in  modest  comfort.  Mr.  Darcy's
annual income of ten thousand pounds places him among the
wealthiest  landowners  in  England.  These  specific  figures  were
carefully chosen by Austen to convey precise social positions to
her contemporary readers,  who understood exactly what such
incomes meant in terms of lifestyle, expectations, and marriage
prospects.

The Legal Context of
Entailment
The legal practice of entailment, which drives so much of the
plot, was a common feature of English property law in the 18th
and early 19th centuries. The entail at Longbourn, which forces
the Bennet estate to pass to Mr. Collins because the family has
no  male  heir,  reflects  actual  legal  practices  of  the  time.  The
question  of  when  is  Pride  and  Prejudice  set  becomes
particularly  relevant  here because entailments  were gradually
being reformed and challenged in the early 19th century. The
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strict settlement that keeps the Bennet sisters from inheriting
their  father's  estate  was  a  realistic  but  increasingly  criticized
aspect of property law during the 1790s.
Women in this era had extremely limited legal  and economic
rights. Upon marriage, a woman's property legally became her
husband's,  and unmarried women were largely  dependent  on
their  male  relatives  for  support.  Jane  Austen  herself  never
married  and  relied  on  her  father  and  brothers  for  financial
assistance. These real-world conditions explain why Mrs. Bennet
is  so  desperate  to  see  her  daughters  married,  and  why
Elizabeth's  eventual  marriage  to  Darcy  represents  not  just
romantic fulfillment but financial security for her entire family.

FASHION, MANNERS, AND DAILY LIFE IN THE 1790S

When readers ask when is Pride and Prejudice set, they often
want to visualize the world of the characters.  The late 1790s
marked a transition in fashion from the elaborate styles of the
18th century to the simpler, classical lines of the Regency period.
Women  wore  high-waisted  muslin  gowns  inspired  by  ancient
Greek and Roman styles, with soft fabrics that draped naturally
rather than the stiff brocades of earlier decades. Hair was worn in
natural curls rather than the towering powdered wigs that had
been fashionable in the 1770s and 1780s.
Men's fashion had also evolved. Mr. Darcy and Mr. Bingley would
have worn tailcoats, waistcoats, cravats, and breeches or tight-
fitting  pantaloons.  The  detailed  descriptions  of  clothing  in
Austen's novels — though less extensive than in some Victorian
fiction  —  reflect  the  specific  styles  of  the  1790s.  The  famous

image of Mr. Darcy in a wet shirt, which has become iconic in
modern  adaptations,  reflects  the  more  natural  and  less  formal
style  that  was  emerging  at  the  end  of  the  18th  century.

Daily Routines and Social
Customs
The daily life depicted in the novel provides further evidence for
when is Pride and Prejudice set. The Bennet family's routine
of morning visits,  afternoon calls,  and evening entertainments
was typical for country gentry families in the late 18th century.
The  importance  of  letter-writing  as  a  primary  means  of
communication, the custom of calling cards, and the elaborate
etiquette  governing  social  interactions  all  reflect  the  specific
manners of this period. Balls were major social events that could
determine a young person's  marriage prospects  for  an entire
season.
Breakfast was typically served around nine or ten in the morning,
with dinner occurring in the early afternoon, around three or four
o'clock. The evening meal was a lighter supper served later. The
famous  scene  at  Netherfield,  where  Elizabeth  walks  three  miles
through muddy fields to visit her ill sister, scandalizes the Bingley
sisters precisely because such physical exertion was considered
unladylike for  a  woman of  gentility.  This  casual  disregard for
social  expectations  reveals  Elizabeth's  independent  character
while also illuminating the strict standards of feminine behavior in
the 1790s.
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HISTORICAL EVENTS THAT FRAME THE NOVEL

The broader historical context helps solidify the answer to when
is  Pride  and  Prejudice  set.  The  French  Revolution,  which
began in 1789, was still fresh in the minds of Austen's characters.
The ensuing Napoleonic Wars would continue until 1815, but the
period  of  the  novel's  setting  coincides  with  the  height  of
revolutionary  fervor  and  fear  in  Britain.  The  presence  of  the
militia  in  Meryton  reflects  the  national  anxiety  about  potential
French invasion, a fear that was particularly acute in the southern
counties of England where the novel takes place.
The American Revolution had concluded only about a decade
before the novel's events, and Britain was still adjusting to the
loss of its American colonies. The industrial revolution was in its
early stages, though its effects are largely absent from the rural
world of Pride and Prejudice. Austen deliberately chose to set her
novel away from the rapidly industrializing cities, in a pastoral
landscape where traditional  social  structures remained largely
intact.

The Political Climate of the
1790s
Understanding when is Pride and Prejudice set also requires
recognizing  the  conservative  political  climate  of  the  1790s.
Following  the  French  Revolution,  British  society  became
increasingly  wary  of  social  change  and  radical  ideas.  The

government  under  Prime  Minister  William  Pitt  the  Younger
suppressed dissent and viewed any suggestion of reform with
suspicion. This political context explains why characters like Mr.
Darcy  represent  the  established  order,  while  Elizabeth's
independent  thinking  and  willingness  to  challenge  authority
reflect  the  revolutionary  spirit  that  was  beginning  to  transform
Western  society.
The  novel  contains  subtle  political  commentary  beneath  its
romantic  surface.  Mr.  Collins's  obsequious  admiration  for  his
patroness, Lady Catherine de Bourgh, satirizes the deference to
rank and privilege that characterized late 18th-century British
society. Elizabeth's refusal to be intimidated by Lady Catherine's
wealth  and  status  represents  a  quiet  challenge  to  the  social
hierarchy that was increasingly being questioned at the end of
the 18th century.

WHY THE SETTING MATTERS FOR MODERN READERS

The question of when is Pride and Prejudice set is not merely
an  academic  exercise.  Understanding  the  historical  context
transforms  how readers  interpret  the  characters'  actions  and
motivations. When we recognize that Elizabeth Bennet lives in a
world where women had almost no economic independence, her
rejection  of  Mr.  Collins's  proposal  becomes  even  more
courageous. When we understand that marriage was often the
only path to security for women of her class, her insistence on
marrying for  love rather  than convenience becomes a radical
statement.
Modern readers who ask when is Pride and Prejudice set
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often discover that the novel's themes are surprisingly timeless.
The tension between individual desire and social expectation, the
conflict  between  pride  and  self-awareness,  the  journey  from
prejudice  to  understanding  —  these  are  universal  human
experiences that transcend any particular historical moment. Yet
the  specific  setting  of  the  late  1790s  gives  these  themes  a
particular  urgency  and  poignancy.
The world of Pride and Prejudice is one on the cusp of modernity.
The 18th century was drawing to a close, and with it the old
certainties about class, gender, and social order were beginning
to crumble. The 19th century would bring electoral reform, the
abolition of slavery in the British Empire, the rise of the middle
class, and the early stirrings of the women's rights movement.
Elizabeth  Bennet,  with  her  sharp  wit  and  independent  spirit,
embodies  the  changing  attitudes  that  would  define  the  century
ahead.

CONCLUSION: A SPECIFIC TIME WITH UNIVERSAL

APPEAL

So when is Pride and Prejudice set? The novel unfolds in the
late 1790s, during the early years of the Regency era, a period of
transition between the structured formality of the 18th century
and the dynamic changes of the 19th. This specific setting, with
its distinctive social customs, economic realities, and historical
context, provides the perfect backdrop for Austen's exploration of
love, class, and personal growth. The world of the Bennet family,
with  its  entailments  and  militia  officers,  its  country  dances  and
carefully orchestrated social calls, remains vivid and compelling
more than two centuries later. Understanding the precise time
period of the novel enriches every reading, revealing the depth of
Austen's social commentary and the remarkable modernity of her
vision. The enduring appeal of  Pride and Prejudice  lies not in
escaping to a romanticized past, but in recognizing the timeless
human desires and dilemmas that play out within a very specific
historical moment.


