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INTRODUCTION:
WHY A
MAINTENANCE
SCHEDULE
MATTERS FOR
YOUR 2008 CHEVY
SILVERADO

T h e  2 0 0 8  C h e v y
S i l v e r a d o  i s  a
workhorse  that  has
earned  its  reputation
for  durabi l i ty  and
dependability on roads
and  job  sites  across
N o r t h  A m e r i c a .
Whether  you  own  the
powerful  6.0L  V8,  the

efficient 4.3L V6, or the
legendary  Duramax
diesel,  this  truck  was
built  to last.  However,
even  the  toughest
mach ines  requ i re
regular care to perform
at their best. Following
a  s t r u c t u r e d
M a i n t e n a n c e
Schedule  For  2008
Chevy  Silverado  is
n o t  j u s t  a
recommendation—it  is
essential for preserving
e n g i n e  h e a l t h ,
ensuring  safety,  and
p r o t e c t i n g  y o u r
investment.  Without
routine  upkeep,  minor
issues  can  escalate
into  costly  repairs,
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leaving  you  stranded
or  facing  a  hefty  bill.
This  guide  provides  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
roadmap to keep your
Si lverado  running
smoothly  for  years  to
come,  drawing  from
the  manufacturer's
g u i d e l i n e s  a n d
seasoned  mechanic
insights.
T h i n k  o f  y o u r
maintenance  schedule
as a preventive health
plan.  Just  as  regular
checkups catch health
p r o b l e m s  e a r l y ,
s c h e d u l e d
maintenance  identifies
wear and tear before it
leads to breakdowns. A
w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d
Silverado also delivers
better  fuel  economy,
reduced emissions, and
higher resale value. By
sticking to a consistent
schedule,  you  can
avoid the frustration of
unexpected  failures
and extend the life of

your truck well beyond
200,000  miles.  Let's
break down the exact
services  your  2008
Silverado  needs  and
when to perform them.

UNDERSTANDING
THE 2008 CHEVY
SILVERADO
MAINTENANCE
INTERVALS

Chevrolet provides two
separate  maintenance
schedules for the 2008
Si lverado:  one  for
n o r m a l  d r i v i n g
c o n d i t i o n s  a n d
another  for  severe
driving  conditions.
Understanding  which
category  applies  to
your  usage  is  critical
because  it  directly
affects  how  frequently
you  should  service
your  truck.
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Normal
Driving
Condition

s
Most owners fall under
n o r m a l  d r i v i n g
condi t ions  i f  they
pr imari ly  dr ive  on
highways  and  paved
roads,  avoid  extreme
temperatures,  do  not
t o w  h e a v y  l o a d s
f r e q u e n t l y ,  a n d
perform  mostly  long-
distance  trips.  Under
these  condi t ions ,
Chevy  recommends
following the standard
maintenance  intervals
outlined in the owner's
manual.

Severe

Driving
Condition
s
If  you frequently drive
on  dusty  roads,  tow
trailers,  haul  heavy
c a r g o ,  i d l e  f o r
extended  periods,
drive  in  stop-and-go
traffic,  or  operate  in
extreme  hot  or  cold
w e a t h e r ,  y o u r
Silverado  experiences
s e v e r e  d r i v i n g
conditions. In this case,
you  should  follow  the
s e v e r e  s e r v i c e
s c h e d u l e ,  w h i c h
typically requires more
frequent  oil  changes,
fluid  checks,  and
c o m p o n e n t
replacements.  Many
owners  underestimate
the  severity  of  their
driving,  so  when  in
doubt, err on the side
of  caution  and  follow
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the severe schedule.

ESSENTIAL
MAINTENANCE
SCHEDULE FOR
2008 CHEVY
SILVERADO:
MONTH-BY-MONTH
GUIDE

Below  is  a  detailed
breakdown of  the key
maintenance  tasks  for
y o u r  2 0 0 8  C h e v y
Silverado, organized by
mileage intervals.  This
schedule applies to all
engine  options  unless
otherwise noted.

Every
3,000 to
5,000
Miles (or

3 to 6
Months)
This  interval  is  the
foundation  of  your
truck's  maintenance
routine.  Regardless  of
your driving conditions,
these checks keep your
S i l ve rado  i n  sa fe
operating condition.

Engine Oil and
Filter Change:
For the 2008
Silverado, use
SAE 5W-30
conventional or
synthetic blend
oil. Severe
service requires
changes at 3,000
miles, while
normal service
allows up to
5,000 miles.
Always replace
the oil filter with
a high-quality
unit like ACDelco.
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Tire Pressure
Check: Inspect
all four tires,
including the
spare, for proper
inflation as
specified on the
door jamb
sticker. Incorrect
pressure affects
fuel economy
and handling.
Fluid Level
Inspection:
Check engine
coolant, brake
fluid, power
steering fluid,
windshield
washer fluid, and
automatic
transmission
fluid (with the
engine running
and warm). Top
off as needed.
Visual
Underhood
Inspection:
Look for leaks,
cracks in belts,
loose hoses, and

worn wiring.
Catching a small
coolant leak
early prevents
overheating.

Every
7,500
Miles (or
12
Months)
At  this  interval,  you
should perform all  the
3,000-mile  tasks  plus
the following:

Tire Rotation:
Rotate tires to
ensure even
tread wear. The
recommended
pattern for the
2008 Silverado is
cross-rotation
(left front to right
rear, etc.). This
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extends tire life
and maintains
even traction.
Brake
Inspection:
Check brake
pads, rotors, and
calipers for wear.
Look at the brake
lines for cracks
or leaks. If you
hear squealing or
feel pulsation,
service brakes
immediately.
Air Filter
Check: Inspect
the engine air
filter and cabin
air filter (if
equipped).
Replace a dirty
or clogged filter
to maintain
airflow and fuel
efficiency.
Battery and
Cables: Clean
battery terminals
and check for
corrosion. Test
battery voltage

with a
multimeter (12.6
volts or higher is
good). Tighten
cable
connections.

Every
15,000
Miles (or
24
Months)
This milestone marks a
m o r e  t h o r o u g h
inspect ion  of  your
S i lverado's  major
systems.

Engine Air
Filter
Replacement:
Replace the
engine air filter
regardless of
appearance. A
clean filter
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improves
horsepower and
gas mileage,
especially on the
5.3L and 6.0L V8
engines.
PCV Valve
Inspection:
Check the
Positive
Crankcase
Ventilation (PCV)
valve for
clogging.
Replace if
necessary to
prevent oil leaks
and sludge
buildup.
Fuel Filter
Replacement:
For gasoline
engines, replace
the fuel filter to
protect injectors
from debris. The
2008 Silverado
fuel filter is
located along the
frame rail near
the fuel tank.
Exhaust

System Check:
Inspect the
muffler, catalytic
converter, and
exhaust pipes for
rust, holes, or
loose hangers. A
leaking exhaust
can be
dangerous.
Suspension
and Steering:
Check tie rod
ends, ball joints,
and sway bar
links for play.
Listen for clunks
over bumps.

MAJOR SERVICE
INTERVALS AT
30,000, 60,000,
AND 90,000 MILES

30,000
Miles
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(Major
Service)
At  this  point,  perform
all previous tasks plus
the  following  critical
services:

Automatic
Transmission
Fluid and Filter
Change: For the
4L60E or 4L80E
transmission,
drain and replace
the fluid and
filter. Use
Dexron-VI fluid.
Severe service
recommends this
every 15,000
miles.
Transfer Case
Fluid Change
(4WD models):
Replace the
transfer case
fluid with the
specified
automatic

transmission
fluid or gear oil
(check your
manual).
Front and Rear
Differential
Fluid Change:
Replace gear oil
in both
differentials. For
the G80 locking
rear differential,
use a limited-slip
additive if
specified.
Coolant System
Service: Drain
and refill the
engine coolant
with Dex-Cool (or
equivalent
universal
coolant). Replace
the thermostat if
original.
Spark Plug
Replacement
(for V6 and V8
engines): The
2008 Silverado
uses iridium-
tipped spark
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plugs. Replace
them every
30,000 miles
under severe
conditions or
100,000 miles for
normal
conditions.
Check the gap on
new plugs.
Brake Fluid
Flush: Replace
brake fluid to
prevent moisture
absorption and
internal
corrosion.

60,000
Miles
(Extende
d
Service)
Repeating the 30,000-
m i l e  s e r v i c e  i s

essential,  along  with
these  additions:

Timing Belt or
Chain
Inspection: The
2008 Silverado
uses a timing
chain (on V8s) or
belt (on V6). For
belt engines,
replace at 60,000
miles. For chain
engines, inspect
for stretch or
wear.
Drive Belt
Replacement:
Replace the
serpentine belt
even if it looks
okay. A snapped
belt can cause
overheating and
electrical failure.
Coolant Hoses
and Heater
Hoses: Replace
rubber hoses to
prevent sudden
bursts. This is
cheap insurance
against engine
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overheating.
Fuel Injector
Cleaning:
Professional fuel
injector cleaning
or additives can
restore lost
performance and
fuel economy.

90,000
Miles and
Beyond
After  90,000  miles,
your  Silverado  needs
meticulous  attention:

All 60,000-mile
services
repeated
Oxygen Sensor
Replacement:
The upstream O2
sensors can
degrade,
affecting air-fuel
mixture and
triggering Check

Engine lights.
Replace if fuel
economy drops.
Water Pump
Inspection:
Check for
weeping or play
in the water
pump bearing.
Replace
proactively if
high mileage.
Steering Rack
and Power
Steering
System: Flush
power steering
fluid and inspect
rack for leaks.
Wheel Bearings
and Seals:
Listen for
humming or
grinding noises.
Replace bearings
as needed.

SEASONAL
MAINTENANCE
TIPS FOR YOUR
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2008 CHEVY
SILVERADO

A d a p t i n g  y o u r
M a i n t e n a n c e
Schedule  For  2008
Chevy  Silverado  to
the  seasons  helps
prevent  weather -
related  fai lures.

Winter
Preparati
on
(October-
Novembe
r)

Test battery with
a load tester;
replace if weak
(batteries over 3
years old are at
risk).
Check antifreeze

concentration
with a
refractometer
(should be 50/50
mix for -34°F
protection).
Install winter
wiper blades and
fill washer fluid
with -20°F rated
fluid.
Inspect tire tread
depth and
consider
dedicated winter
tires for snow
regions.
Lubricate door
seals and lock
cylinders to
prevent freezing.

Summer
Preparati
on (April-
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May)
Check air
conditioning
performance;
recharge if
necessary
(R134a system).
Inspect coolant
hoses for bulging
or soft spots that
may burst in
heat.
Clean radiator
and condenser
fins of bugs and
debris using
compressed air.
Test the cooling
fan operation
(clutch fan or
electric fans) to
avoid
overheating.
Check tire
pressure more
frequently as
heat increases
pressure.

COMMON 2008
CHEVY SILVERADO
MAINTENANCE
PITFALLS TO
AVOID

Even  exper ienced
owners make mistakes
t h a t  c a n  s h o r t e n
engine life. Avoid these
common errors:

Neglecting the
Owner's
Manual: Your
manual contains
specific torque
specs, fluid
types, and
service
procedures.
Never assume
generic
instructions
apply.
Using Wrong
Fluids: The 2008
Silverado
requires specific
fluids. For
example, using
non-Dexron
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transmission
fluid can damage
seals and cause
slipping. Always
verify
compatibility.
Skipping
Severe Service
Intervals: If you
tow or idle
frequently and
ignore severe
intervals, you will
experience
premature
transmission
failure and
engine sludge
buildup.
Delaying Spark
Plug
Replacement:
Worn plugs
cause misfires,
which can
damage catalytic
converters and
oxygen sensors.
The cost of
replacement is

far less than a
new exhaust
system.
Ignoring
Warning
Lights: A Check
Engine light or
ABS light is your
truck's way of
asking for help.
Diagnose and fix
the underlying
issue promptly
instead of
ignoring it.

COST-EFFECTIVE
DIY MAINTENANCE
VS. PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Many  maintenance
tasks  on  the  2008
S i l v e r a d o  a r e
straightforward  and
can be done at  home
with  basic  tools.  Oil
changes,  air  filter
replacements,  battery
cleaning, and fluid top-
offs


