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THE BUMBLING
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In  the  vast  and  often
dramatic  universe  of
comic  books,  where
caped crusaders battle
cosmic  threats  and
mutants  fight  for
equality, there exists a
special corner reserved

for pure, unadulterated
c o m e d y .  F e w
characters have carved
out  a  more endearing
and  hilarious  niche
than  the  titular  idiot-
savant  of  Groo  The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
Mark  Evanier.  First
hitting  the  stands  in
1982, this debut issue
introduced a world that
was  simultaneously  a
loving parody of sword-
and-sorcery  epics  and
a  brilliantly  original
comedic  masterpiece.
For over four decades,
Groo  has  stumbled,
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b u m b l e d ,  a n d
a c c i d e n t a l l y
slaughtered  his  way
into  the  hear ts  o f
readers,  remaining  a
testament to the power
of simple, clever humor
and impeccable artistic
storytelling.
Understanding  the
impact  of  this  first
i s s u e  r e q u i r e s
appreciating  not  just
the  character  himself,
b u t  t h e  u n i q u e
chemistry  between  its
t w o  l e g e n d a r y
c r e a t o r s .  S e r g i o
Aragonés,  famed  for
his  madcap,  wordless
marginal  drawings  in
Mad Magazine, brought
an unparalleled energy
and expressiveness  to
t h e  p a g e .  M a r k
Evanier,  a  seasoned
writer  with  a  deep
knowledge  of  comic
history and a sharp wit,
provided  the  perfect
narrative  framework
for  Aragonés’s  visual

gags.  Together,  they
created  a  character
who  is,  paradoxically,
both a force of nature
a n d  a  c o m p l e t e
buffoon.  The  magic  of
Groo  The  Wanderer
1  B y  S e r g i o
A r a g o n e s  M a r k
Evanier  lies  in  this
perfect symbiosis.  The
art  tells  half  the joke,
often through intricate
background  gags  and
character  reactions,
w h i l e  t h e  s c r i p t
delivers the other half
th rough  deadpan
d i a l o g u e  a n d
situational absurdity.

From Mad
Magazine
to a
World of
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Chaos:
The
Genesis

of Groo
Before the first issue of
his  own  series,  Groo
had  already  made  a
name  for  himself.  He
began  as  a  recurring
character in the pages
o f  C e r e b u s  t h e
Aardvark ,  another
independent  comic
t h a t  w a s  i t s e l f  a
satirical  masterpiece.
Aragonés  and  Evanier
had been collaborating
on  Groo  stories  for  a
few  years,  initially  as
shor t  p ieces .  The
character’s  popularity
grew so quickly that a
solo  series  was  the
only logical  next step.
Pacific  Comics,  a
p i o n e e r i n g

independent publisher,
took a chance on this
unusual book, and the
gamble  paid  off
immensely.  Groo The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
Mark Evanier was not
just a comic; it  was a
d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t
independent  comics
c o u l d  b e  j u s t  a s
professional,  funny,
and  commerc ia l ly
viable as anything the
big  two  publ ishers
were  putting  out.
T h e  p r e m i s e  i s
deceptively  simple.
Groo is a barbarian of
immense strength and
incredible stupidity. He
wanders  the  land,
ostensibly  seeking
adventure, but his true
t a l e n t  l i e s  i n
i n a d v e r t e n t l y
destroying  everything
h e  t o u c h e s .  H e
believes himself  to be
a  heroic  bringer  of
justice and a gourmet
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of  fine  dining  (often
scraping the mold off a
week-old  cheese  rind
and  dec lar ing  i t  a
feast). In reality, he is a
w a l k i n g ,  t a l k i n g
catastrophe. Towns he
visits  are  reduced  to
rubble .  Armies  he
“helps” are decimated.
Kings who hire him find
their  thrones  toppled
and  their  treasuries
looted (often by Groo’s
own  innocent,  clumsy
actions).  This  central
joke—that  the  hero  is
his  own  worst  enemy
and  the  source  o f
e v e r y o n e  e l s e ’ s
misery—is  the  engine
that  drives  the  entire
series.  In  Groo  The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
Mark  Evanier,  this
formula  is  established
with perfect clarity and
comedic timing.

THE SUPPORTING

CAST: MORE THAN
JUST FOILS

While  Groo  dominates
every  panel  he  is  in,
the  world  of  the  first
issue is populated by a
memorable  cast  of
characters  that  help
define  his  comedic
universe.  His  faithful
ye t  i l l - f a ted  dog ,
Rufferto,  is  a  constant
companion,  often  the
only  character  who
seems  to  sense  the
impending  doom Groo
brings.  Rufferto’s
express i ve  eyes ,
masterfully  drawn  by
Aragonés,  provide  a
silent,  heartbreaking
counterpoint  to Groo’s
oblivious  cheer.  Then
there are the villagers,
the merchants, and the
s o l d i e r s — o r d i n a r y
people  trying  to  live
their  lives  in  a  world
w h e r e  a  w a l k i n g
disaster in a loincloth is
likely  to  show  up  at



Groo The Wanderer 1 By Sergio Aragones Mark
Evanier 5

5

any  moment.  Their
reac t i ons—rang ing
from  wide-eyed  terror
t o  w e a r y
resignation—are  a
h u g e  p a r t  o f  t h e
humor.
A  p a r t i c u l a r l y
important  figure
introduced early  on is
the  Sage,  a  wise  old
man  who  constantly
tr ies  to  warn  Groo
about his folly, only to
be  ignored  or,  more
often,  accidentally
in jured.  The  Sage
represents the voice of
reason in a world that
h a s  n o n e .  H i s
e x a s p e r a t e d
monologues,  rendered
lovingly by Evanier, are
some  of  the  funniest
moments in any comic
book.  The  interplay
b e t w e e n  G r o o ’ s
cheerful idiocy and the
Sage’s  f rust rated
wisdom  is  a  comedic
goldmine  that  is  fully
operational  in  Groo

The Wanderer  1  By
Sergio  Aragones
Mark  Evanier.  The
issue  masterfully  sets
up  the  dynamics  that
would define the series
for years to come.

The Art of
Chaos:
Deconstr
ucting
Aragonés'
s Visual
Genius
To  discuss  Groo  The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
Mark Evanier without
a  deep  bow  to  the
artwork is to miss half
the experience. Sergio
Aragonés is one of the
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most  fluid  and
expressive  cartoonists
in  the  history  of  the
medium.  His  l ine  is
deceptively simple, yet
capable  of  conveying
an  immense  range  of
emotion  and  action.
G r o o  h i m s e l f  i s  a
caricature of barbarian
t r o p e s :  a  h u g e ,
muscular  frame,  a
shock  of  wild  hair,  a
permanent  grin  that
suggests either genius
or  profound  mental
absence  (usually  the
latter).  But Aragonés’s
genius  lies  in  motion.
He  cho reog raphs
chaos.  A  single  page
can  contain  a  dozen
s m a l l ,  h i l a r i o u s
vignettes:  a  chicken
being launched into  a
tree, a soldier tripping
over his own spear,  a
building  collapsing  in
the  background  while
Groo, oblivious, shakes
hands  with  the  local
mayor.

The panel  layouts  are
dynamic  and  often
b r e a k  t h e  g r i d .
Aragonés  uses  the
space on the page to
emphasize the scale of
disaster.  When  Groo
swings  his  sword,  the
panel might expand to
show the entire line of
trees  being  felled,  or
the  l ine  of  soldiers
being  sent  flying  like
bowling pins. The letter
placement,  the  sound
effects  (often  invented
o n  t h e  s p o t  b y
Aragonés),  and  the
character  acting  all
c o m b i n e  i n t o  a
symphony  of  visual
humor.  Reading  this
issue is like watching a
classic  cartoon—the
gags  are  perfectly
timed,  the  movement
is  fluid,  and  the
p u n c h l i n e s  a r e
d e l i v e r e d  w i t h
impeccable  visual
clarity.  The  digital  or
print  reproduction  of
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Groo  The  Wanderer
1  B y  S e r g i o
A r a g o n e s  M a r k
Evanier allows readers
to see the painstaking
linework and the loving
detail  Aragonés  put
into every stone, every
t r e e ,  a n d  e v e r y
bewildered  face.

MARK EVANIER'S
SCRIPT: THE
STRAIGHT MAN TO
THE VISUAL GAG

While Aragonés’s art is
the  flashy  star,  Mark
Evanier’s  script  is  the
rock-solid  foundation.
Evanier’s  writing  is
sharp ,  w i t ty ,  and
deceptively  complex.
H e  w r i t e s  G r o o ’ s
d i a l o g u e  i n  a
grandiose,  pseudo-
h e r o i c  t o n e  t h a t
contrasts perfectly with
the  idiotic  content  of
his  speech.  “I,  Groo,
will bring order to this
l a n d ! ”  h e  m i g h t

declare,  just  before
causing  a  landslide.
This  juxtaposition  is  a
core part of the humor.
Evanier  also excels  at
pac ing .  He  knows
exactly  when to  let  a
si lent  panel  do  the
work  and  when  to
deliver  a  rapid-fire
exchange  of  dialogue.
T h e  s u p p o r t i n g
characters  are  given
thei r  own  d ist inct
voices. The Sage uses
elaborate  vocabulary
a n d  l o n g - w i n d e d
sentences. The villains
(such as they are) tend
to be over-the-top and
b l u s t e r i n g .  T h e
common folk speak in
a plain, desperate tone
t h a t  g r o u n d s  t h e
absurdity. In Groo The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
Mark  Evanier,  the
script  provides  the
necessary  context  for
the visual  mayhem. It
gives  the  reader  a
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narrative to hold onto,
a series of events that,
while  absurd,  have  a
logical progression. It is
this  combination  of
tight,  clever  writing
and wild,  unrestrained
art  that  elevates  the
book from a simple gag
comic  to  a  genuinely
brilliant work of satire.

Why Groo
The
Wanderer
#1 Still
Resonate
s Today
In an age of grimdark
reboots  and  complex
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
universes,  Groo  The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones

Mark Evanier remains
a  refreshing  oasis  of
pure,  joyful  silliness.
The humor is timeless
because it is universal.
We all  know someone
who  means  well  but
causes  chaos.  We  all
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
frustration of trying to
explain  something
simple to a person who
just doesn’t get it. Groo
i s  a  parody  o f  the
typical barbarian hero,
but he is also a mirror
he ld  up  to  human
stubbornness and folly.
He is a character who
never learns, and that
is the joke. Every issue,
every story, follows the
same  basic  pattern:
Groo  arrives,  chaos
ensues,  Groo  leaves,
and the world is left in
ruins. And yet, it never
gets old.
T h e  c r e a t o r s ’
commitment  to  the
character’s  integrity is
a  key  reason  for  its
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longevity.  Groo  never
gets smarter. He never
l e a r n s  f r o m  h i s
mistakes.  This  refusal
t o  e v o l v e  i s  t h e
character's  greatest
strength. It makes him
a  reliable  source  of
humor.  Readers  know
exactly  what  they are
getting, and they love
it.  Furthermore,  the
comic is a masterclass
in  efficient  storytelling.
In  a  single  24-page
issue,  Aragonés  and
Evanier  can  introduce
a  new  town,  a  new
problem, a dozen new
supporting  characters,
a n d  a  c o m p l e t e
comedic  arc  with  a
satisfying (and usually
disastrous) conclusion.

A LEGACY OF
INDEPENDENT
COMIC EXCELLENCE

The publication history
o f  G r o o  T h e
W a n d e r e r  1  B y

Sergio  Aragones
Mark  Evanier  also
tells a story about the
rise  of  independent
comics  in  the  1980s.
Pacific Comics was one
of  the  first  successful
i n d e p e n d e n t
publishers,  and  Groo
was  one  of  its  flagship
titles.  The  success  of
this  series  paved  the
way for  other creator-
owned  works  and
proved that there was
a  hungry  market  for
comics  that  didn't
feature  traditional
superheroes.  The  fact
that  a  comedy  book
a b o u t  a  s t u p i d
barbarian could run for
over  100  issues  with
the  first  series,
followed  by  multiple
miniseries  and  one-
shots from Dark Horse
Comics  and  o ther
p u b l i s h e r s ,  i s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  i t s
enduring popularity.
The  availability  of  the
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i ssue  in  co l lected
editions,  such  as  The
Groo  Chronicles  or
G r o o :  T h e  M o s t
Intelligent and Learned
Scholar  of  the  Art  of
Barbarianism,  ensures
that  new  generations
can discover the magic
o f  G r o o  T h e
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
M a r k  E v a n i e r .
Reading  the  original
issue is a time capsule
back to  a  simpler  era
o f  comics ,  but  i t s
humor is anything but
dated.  The  jokes  land
just  as  hard  today  as
they did in 1982.  The
art is still a joy to pore
over,  with new details
revealing  themselves
on  every  reread.

The Core

Appeal:
More
Than Just
Slapstick
While  slapstick  is  the
p r i m a r y  m o d e  o f
comedy  in  Groo  The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
Mark  Evanier,  the
book  is  deceptively
clever.  It  frequently
sat i r izes  pol i t ics ,
religion,  and  the  very
nature  of  heroism.
Groo’s  inabi l i ty  to
understand  concepts
like  taxes,  diplomacy,
or  simple  cause  and
effect  leads  to
situations  that  are,  in
t h e i r  o w n  w a y ,  a
commentary  on  the
absurdity  of  human
institutions. The Sage’s
frustrated  lectures
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often  contain  nuggets
of  genuine  wisdom,
l o s t  o n  G r o o  b u t
appreciated  by  the
reader.  The  creators
a l s o  p l a y  w i t h
language, using Groo’s
malapropisms  and
simple-minded logic as
a  constant  source  of
humor.  “I  will  teach
them  the  meaning  of
fear!”  he  might  say,
before a butterfly lands
on his nose.
T h e  i s s u e  a l s o
showcases  a  genuine
warmth.  Rufferto’s
loyalty,  the  villagers'
resilience,  and  even
Groo’s  own  simple
happiness  in  his  work
(which  he  believes  is
good) give the book a
heart  that  prevents  it
from  feeling  mean-
spirited.  You  don't
laugh  at  Groo;  you
l a u g h  w i t h  h i m ,
b e c a u s e  h e  i s  s o
fundamentally  happy
and  unaware  of  his

own shortcomings. This
is  a  difficult  line  to
walk,  and  Aragonés
and  Evan ie r  do  i t
perfectly.  Groo  The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
M a r k  E v a n i e r
introduces a character
who is  so  pure  in  his
idiocy that he becomes
a  k ind  o f  comedic
saint.

Conclusio
n: The
Timeless
Joy of a
Wanderer
In the end, Groo The
W a n d e r e r  1  B y
Sergio  Aragones
Mark Evanier is more
than just a comic book;
it  is  a  masterclass  in
comedic  collaboration.
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