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INTRODUCTION

For any soldier in the
United States Army,
the Army Service
Uniform (ASU)
represents more than
just a set of clothing. It
is a symbol of pride,

discipline, and
professionalism.
Whether you are

preparing for a formal
ceremony, a promotion
board, or a daily
garrison assignment,
knowing how to
properly assemble and
wear the ASU s
essential. A correct
Army Asu Uniform

Setup Guide ensures
that every detail, from
the placement of
badges to the
alignment of ribbons,
meets the strict
standards outlined in
Army Regulation
670-1. This guide will
walk you through each
step of the process,
providing clear
instructions  and
practical tips to help
you achieve a sharp,
regulation-ready
appearance.

UNDERSTANDING
THE ARMY
SERVICE UNIFORM

The Army Service
Uniform is the standard
dress uniform worn by


https://remodelicious.com/

soldiers in both formal
and professional
settings. It replaced
the older Army Green
Class A uniform and is
designed to present a
clean, modern, and
unified look. The ASU
comes in two primary
variants: the standard
ASU for enlisted
personnel and the ASU
for officers. While the
overall structure is
similar, subtle
differences in insignia,
braid, and accessories
distinguish the two. A
thorough Army Asu
Uniform Setup Guide
must account for these
differences to ensure
accuracy.

Key
Compone

nts of the
ASU

Before diving into the
setup process, it is
important to familiarize
yourself with the key
components that make
up the ASU. These
include the coat,
trousers or skirt, white
or khaki shirt, neck tab
or tie, headgear,
footwear, and all
associated insignia and
accessories. Each
component must be
properly fitted,
pressed, and aligned to
meet Army standards.

e Coat: The ASU
coat is a four-
button jacket
worn over the
shirt. It features
shoulder loops,
sleeves with
braid for officers,
and pockets for
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badges and
ribbons.
Trousers or
Skirt: Trousers
are worn by all
soldiers, while
skirts are
authorized for
female soldiers.
Both must be
hemmed to the
correct length.
Shirt: A long-
sleeved white or
khaki shirt is
worn under the
coat. The collar
must be clean
and properly
starched.

Neck Tab or
Tie: Enlisted
personnel wear a
neck tab, while
officers wear a
tie. Both must be
secured neatly.
Headgear: The
service cap or
beret is worn
depending on the
occasion and unit

policy.

* Footwear: Black
leather oxford
shoes or pumps
are required,
polished to a
high shine.

STEP-BY-STEP
SETUP OF THE ASU
COAT

The coat is the
centerpiece of the ASU
and requires the most
attention to detail.
Proper setup ensures
that all insignia,
ribbons, and badges
are positioned
correctly. Use this
Army Asu Uniform
Setup Guide as a
checklist to avoid
common errors.

1.
Position




the

and

Name@atcoratio
e and ns

Unit Crest

The nameplate is worn
on the right side of the
coat, centered above
the right pocket flap.
The bottom of the
nameplate should align
with the top edge of
the pocket flap. On the
left side, the unit crest
(DUI) is worn centered
above the left pocket
flap. Ensure both are
parallel to the ground
and free of tarnish.

2. Attach
Ribbons

Ribbons are worn on
the left side of the
coat, above the pocket.
They should be aligned
in rows, with the
highest precedence
ribbon in the top row,
leftmost position. Use a
ribbon rack to keep
them straight and
evenly spaced. The
bottom row should rest
approximately 1/8 inch
above the top of the
pocket flap. For
soldiers with multiple
awards, ensure the
rack fits neatly without
overlapping the
pocket.
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3. Apply

Badges

and

Insignia

Badges are worn on
both sides of the coat.
On the left side, place
the combat badge (if
authorized) above the
ribbons. On the right
side, wear
marksmanship badges
and other specialty
badges. Each badge
must be positioned
precisely according to
regulation, typically
centered above the
pocket or between the
shoulder and pocket.
Use a measuring guide
or template to avoid
misalignment.

4. Secure
the
Shoulder
Loops
and
Sleeves

Shoulder loops should
lie flat and even. For
officers, gold or black
braid is worn on the
sleeves, positioned a
specific distance from
the cuff. Ensure the
braid is not twisted or
bunched. Enlisted
soldiers do not wear
sleeve braid but must
ensure that all rank
insignia on the sleeves
is correctly positioned
and facing forward.




TTING UP THE
asu TRousEROC kgE

AND SKIRT

The lower half of the
uniform must match
the coat in fit and
cleanliness. Trousers
should be pressed with
a sharp crease down
the front of each leqg.
The length should
break slightly over the
top of the shoe. For
skirts, the hemline
should fall at or just
below the knee. Both
trousers and skirts are
worn with a black belt
that has a brass buckle
for enlisted personnel
and a gold buckle for
officers.

Footwear
and

Black leather oxford
shoes are the standard
for the ASU. They must
be polished to a mirror
shine, with no scuffs or
dirt. Socks should be
black and calf-length,
made of a material
that stays up without
sagging. For female
soldiers wearing
pumps, the heel height
should be between 1/2
inch and 3 inches, and
the shoes should be
free of decorative
elements.

HEADGEAR AND
ACCESSORIES

Headgear is a critical
part of the uniform and
must be worn correctly
at all times. The
service cap features a
visor and a band, with
a distinctive insignia
plate on the front. The
beret is worn pulled to
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MESTAKESLTOne flash
and stiffener positioned
over the left eye. Both
options require careful
shaping to achieve the
proper look.

Neck Tab
and Tie

Enlisted soldiers wear a
black neck tab that
fastens at the collar.
The tab must be
centered and snug,
with no gaps. Officers
wear a four-in-hand tie,
tied in a Windsor or
half-Windsor knot. The
tie should reach the
middle of the belt
buckle and be free of
wrinkles. Both options
require a clean,
pressed shirt collar
that sits flat against
the neck.

COMMON

AVOID
Even experienced
soldiers sometimes

make errors when
setting up their ASU.
By following this Army
Asu Uniform Setup
Guide, you can avoid
the most frequent
pitfalls. Here are some
of the most common
mistakes and how to
correct them:

e Misaligned
Ribbons:
Ribbons that are
crooked or
unevenly spaced
are easily
noticeable.
Always use a
ribbon rack and
double-check
alignment before
sewing or
pinning.

e Incorrect
Badge
Placement:
Badges worn too



high or too low
on the pocket
can throw off the
entire uniform.
Use a measuring
guide or ask a
supervisor to

verify placement.

Wrinkled or
Dirty Uniform:
The ASU must be
pressed and
spotless. Inspect
the uniform
under good
lighting before
wearing it.
Wrong Sizing:
A coat that is too
tight or too loose
looks
unprofessional.
Ensure your
uniform is
properly tailored
to your
measurements.
Missing or
Incorrect
Insignia: Always
double-check
that you are

wearing the
correct rank,
branch, and unit
insignia for your
current
assignment.

e Unpolished
Shoes: Shoes
that are not
shined to a high
gloss detract
from the overall
appearance.
Spend time on
proper shoe care.

MAINTAINING
YOUR ASU FOR
LONG-TERM WEAR

Proper maintenance
extends the life of your
ASU and ensures it
always looks its best.
Store the uniform on a
sturdy hanger in a
garment bag to protect
it from dust and
wrinkles. Spot clean
any stains immediately
and have the uniform
dry cleaned regularly
to preserve the fabric.

Army Asu Uniform Setup Guide 2025-01-27



Army Asu Uniform Setup Guide 9

Inspect all insignia and
badges periodically for
tarnish or damage, and
replace them as
needed. A well-
maintained ASU not
only looks better but
also helps you feel
more confident during
inspections and
ceremonies.

Seasonal
Considera
tions

The ASU is worn year-
round, but seasonal
changes can affect how
you set it up. In
warmer months,
consider wearing the
short-sleeve shirt
option (where
authorized) and keep
the coat unbuttoned
when indoors. In colder
weather, the ASU can
be worn with a black

pullover sweater or a
black all-weather coat.
Always check local
policy for seasonal
uniform changes to
stay compliant.

WHY A PROPER
SETUP MATTERS

Wearing the ASU
correctly is about more
than following
regulations. It reflects
your commitment to
the Army's values and
your respect for the
uniform. A properly set
up ASU commands
respect from peers,
superiors, and the
public. It also
demonstrates attention
to detail, a quality that
is highly valued in
military service.
Whether you are a new
recruit or a seasoned
leader, taking the time
to master the Army
Asu Uniform Setup
Guide is an
investment in your




professional image.

Board
and
Ceremon

y
Readines

S

Promotion boards,
award ceremonies, and
formal events all
require the ASU. A
flawless setup can
make a strong
impression on board
members and senior
leaders. Conversely, a
sloppy uniform can
undermine your
credibility. By following
the steps outlined in
this quide, you will be
prepared for any
occasion that calls for

10

the ASU.
CONCLUSION

Setting up the Army
Service Uniform
correctly is a skill that
every soldier must
master. From the
precise placement of
ribbons and badges to
the fit of the coat and
trousers, every detail
matters. This
comprehensive Army
Asu Uniform Setup
Guide has provided
you with the
knowledge and steps
needed to assemble
your uniform with
confidence. Remember
to always consult the
latest version of Army
Regulation 670-1 for
official guidance, and
do not hesitate to seek
help from your unit's
uniform expert or
supply sergeant. With
practice and attention
to detail, you can wear
your ASU with pride,
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knowing that it meets of the United States
the highest standards Army.
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