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INTRODUCTION: A
MODERN CLASSIC
IN CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE

When parents,
teachers, and young
readers seek out
engaging chapter
books that combine
humor, real-world
lessons, and relatable
characters, Lunch
Money by Andrew
Clements frequently
appears near the top of
the list. This clever
novel follows sixth-

grader Greg Kenton, a
boy with an
entrepreneurial spirit
who turns a school
comic book project into
a full-blown business
venture—only to clash
with the principal and a
talented classmate
along the way. One of
the most common
questions educators
ask is about the Lunch
Money Andrew
Clements reading
level, since matching
the right book to a
child's ability is crucial
for building confidence
and a love of reading.
In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore


https://remodelicious.com/

the book's readability,
its place in the
curriculum, and why it
remains a favorite for
students in upper
elementary and middle
school.

WHO IS ANDREW
CLEMENTS?

Before diving into the
specifics of Lunch
Money Andrew
Clements reading
level, it helps to
understand the author
behind the story.

Andrew Clements
(1949-2019) was a
beloved American

author known for his
school-centered novels
that explore themes of
creativity, individuality,
and the dynamics of
childhood. His breakout
book, Frindle, became
a modern classic, and
he followed it with
numerous other titles
such as The School
Story, The Report

Card, and Lost and
Found. Clements had
a gift for writing stories
that felt authentic to
kids while also
appealing to adults
who read alongside
them. His books are
frequently used in
classrooms for read-
alouds, literature
circles, and
independent reading
assignments.

WHAT IS LUNCH
MONEY ABOUT?

Lunch Money tells the
story of Greg Kenton, a
boy who has always
been fascinated with
making money. From
lemonade stands to
selling candy, Greg is
constantly looking for
his next big idea. When
his school introduces a
policy that limits what
students can sell, Greg
adapts by creating
homemade comic
books. He invests his
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savings, hires an artist
(his talented but quiet
neighbor Maura Shaw),
and begins selling his
comics during lunch.
The venture becomes
wildly popular, but it
also attracts the
attention of the
principal, who believes
the comics violate
school rules. What
follows is a thoughtful
exploration of
entrepreneurship, free
expression,
compromise, and the
value of teamwork.

The book is set in a
typical American
elementary school, and
its characters face
conflicts  that  are
entirely believable and
relatable. Greg is not a
villain; he is a
determined kid
learning important
lessons about
business, friendship,
and respect for
authority. Maura,

meanwhile, grows from
a shy artist into a
confident collaborator.
Their partnership forms
the emotional heart of
the story.

UNDERSTANDING
THE LUNCH MONEY
ANDREW
CLEMENTS
READING LEVEL

When searching for the
Lunch Money
Andrew Clements
reading level, you will
encounter several
different metrics.
Educational publishers
and school systems
use various systems to
classify books, so it is
helpful to know the
most common ones.

Guided
Reading



Level
(GRL)

Most educators place
Lunch Money at a
Guided Reading Level
of R. This means the
book is appropriate for
students reading at a
fourth- to fifth-grade
level, though the
content appeals to a
broader age range. A
Level R book features
more complex
sentences, a larger
vocabulary, and
multiple subplots
compared to lower-
level texts. Readers at
this stage are expected
to handle abstract
ideas, infer meaning
from context, and
follow character
development across
several chapters.

Lexile
Measure

The Lexile measure
for Lunch Money is
approximately 830L.
Lexile scores range
from below OL for early
readers to above
1600L for advanced
texts. A score of 830L
is typical for late
elementary or early
middle school
students. Books in this
range are considered
appropriate for most
fourth to sixth graders,
though individual
reading abilities vary
widely. The 830L score
indicates that the text
includes some
challenging vocabulary

and sentence
structures but remains
accessible to

motivated readers in
the target age group.
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Grade
Level

Equivalen
t (GLE)

Using the Grade Level
Equivalent system,
Lunch Money is often
listed as a 4.5,
meaning it is roughly
on par with a student
reading at the fifth
month of fourth grade.
This is a wuseful
benchmark for
classroom teachers
who need to match
books with students'
tested reading levels,
but it should not be the
only factor considered.
Interest level and
maturity also play
important roles.

Develop
mental
Reading
Assessme
nt (DRA)

Under the DRA system,
Lunch Money scores
approximately a 40.
DRA scores range from
1 to 80, with 40
corresponding roughly
to a fourth-grade
reading ability.
Students at this level
are expected to read
longer chapter books
with more complex
plots and character
development. The DRA

evaluates
comprehension,
fluency, and  text

complexity.



Interest
Level vs.
Reading
Level

It is important to
distinguish between

reading level and
interest level. The
Lunch Money
Andrew Clements
reading level

suggests it is
appropriate for
students in grades 4-6,
but the content is
engaging for children
as young as third
grade (if they are
strong readers) and as
old as seventh or
eighth grade (if they
enjoy lighter,
character-driven
stories). Many middle
school students still
enjoy Andrew

Clements' books
because of their
relatable school
settings and humorous
conflicts. Teachers
often include the book
in grades 4-6
classroom libraries.

WHY READING
LEVEL MATTERS
FOR PARENTS AND

TEACHERS
Understanding the
Lunch Money

Andrew Clements
reading level is not
about limiting what a
child can read; it is
about  finding the
sweet spot where the
child is challenged
without being
frustrated. A book that
is too easy may bore a
young reader, while
one that is too difficult
can discourage them.
Lunch Money sits in a
comfortable middle
zone: the vocabulary
and sentence structure
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are complex enough to
stretch developing
readers, but the story
moves quickly and the
humor keeps them
engaged. For reluctant
readers, the short
chapters and frequent
dialogue provide
natural stopping points
that make the book
feel manageable.

Teachers also use
reading level data to
plan instruction. A book
like Lunch Money can
be used for small-
group guided reading
lessons, whole-class
read-alouds, or
independent reading
assignments. Its
themes of
entrepreneurship,
creativity, and conflict
resolution lend
themselves to
classroom discussions
and cross-curricular
projects in social
studies, art, and
language arts.

THEMATIC DEPTH:
MORE THAN JUST A
BUSINESS STORY

While the Lunch
Money Andrew
Clements reading
level makes it
accessible to upper
elementary students,
the themes are
surprisingly rich. Greg's
journey is not just
about making money;
it is about learning to
collaborate, respect
rules, and find ethical
ways to pursue one's
passions. The book
raises questions that
young readers can
grapple with:

e |s it fairfora
school to restrict
what students
can sell or
Create?

e How do you
balance following
rules with
pursuing your
own ideas?



¢ What makes a
successful
partnership?

e How do you
handle criticism
and setbacks?

These questions give
the book enduring
value in classrooms.
Teachers can pair
Lunch Money with
lessons on financial
literacy, persuasive
writing, or even art and
design. The comic book
element also opens the
door for students to
create their own
comics, blending
reading, writing, and
visual art into one
engaging unit.

COMPARING
LUNCH MONEY TO
OTHER ANDREW
CLEMENTS BOOKS

If your child or student
enjoys Lunch Money,
they will likely enjoy
other titles by Andrew

Clements. Here is how

the reading levels

compare:
Guided

Title Lexile Reading E G.’adf t

Level Eduivalen

Frindle 830L R 4.5

The

School 860L R 4.8

Story

The

Report 850L R 4.7

Card

Lost

and 820L R 4.5

Found

Lunch

Money 830L R 4.5

As you can see, the

Lunch Money

Andrew Clements
reading level is very
consistent with his
other popular works.
This makes Clements
an excellent author for
readers who find a
book they love and
want to explore similar
titles without jumping
to a drastically harder
or easier level.

VOCABULARY AND
LANGUAGE
FEATURES

One reason the Lunch
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Money Andrew straightforward, with
Clements reading an occasional

level sits at 830L is
the vocabulary.
Clements uses words
that are slightly
advanced for a typical
fourth grader but are
taught naturally
through context. For
example, Greg's
entrepreneurial
activities introduce
words  like  "profit,"
"invest," "inventory,"
and "negotiate." Young
readers absorb these
terms within an
engaging story, which
is far more effective
than a vocabulary list.
The dialogue is snappy
and realistic, and the
narration stays close to
Greg's perspective,
making the language
feel authentic.

Sentence length varies,
but Clements avoids
overly complex
structures. Most
sentences are

compound or complex
sentence to challenge
readers. Paragraphs
are generally short,
which helps maintain
pacing and keeps
younger readers from
feeling overwhelmed.

HOW TO USE
LUNCH MONEY IN
THE CLASSROOM
OR AT HOME

Whether you are a
teacher planning a unit
or a parent looking for
a book to read with
your child, here are
some practical tips for
using Lunch Money
effectively:

For
Teachers

¢ Read-Aloud:
The book works
wonderfully as a



classroom read-
aloud. The
chapters are
short enough to
fitinto a 15-20
minute session,
and the frequent
cliffhangers keep
students asking
for more.
Literature
Circles: Because
the reading level
is accessible to a
range of
students, Lunch
Money is a
strong choice for
small-group
literature circles.
Assign roles such
as "Discussion
Director,"
"Vocabulary
Enricher," and
"Connector" to
deepen
engagement.
Cross-
Curricular
Projects: Have
students create
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their own comic
books, design a
business plan, or
debate the ethics
of selling
products at
school. These
activities connect
to standards in
writing, art,
math, and social
studies.
Thematic
Units: Pair
Lunch Money
with other books
about
entrepreneurship
, such as The
Lemonade War
by Jacqueline
Davies, for a
broader unit on
business and
economics.

For
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Parents

Read Together:
Even if your child
can read the
book
independently,
reading together
allows you to
discuss the
themes and
vocabulary. Ask
open-ended
questions like,
"What would you
have done if you
were Greg?" or
"Do you think the
principal was
being fair?"
Encourage
Spin-Off
Activities: After
finishing the
book, help your
child start a
small business or
creative project.
It could be as
simple as a
lemonade stand,
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a homemade
comic, or a bake
sale. The real-
world application
reinforces the
lessons in the
book.

Use the
Reading Level
as a Guide, Not
a Rule:
Remember that
the Lunch
Money Andrew
Clements
reading level is
a quideline. If
your child is
interested in the
story, they may
be able to handle
it even if their
tested reading
level is slightly
lower.
Conversely, a
strong reader in
third grade might
enjoy the book
as an
independent
read.



