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KELLEY BLUE TRAVEL TRAILER GUIDE: YOUR COMPLETE RESOURCE FOR SMART RV
BUYING AND SELLING

For decades, Kelley Blue Book has been the go-to authority for pricing new and used cars, trucks,
and SUVs. But when it comes to recreational vehicles—specifically travel trailers—many buyers and
sellers wonder: does Kelley Blue Book cover RVs? The answer is yes, but the process is a bit different
from valuing a car. This comprehensive Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide will walk you through
everything you need to know about using Kelley Blue Book to price, buy, and sell travel trailers with
confidence. Whether you are a first-time RV shopper or a seasoned road warrior, understanding how
to leverage this powerful valuation tool can save you thousands of dollars and prevent costly
mistakes.

What Is the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer
Guide?

The Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide is not a single printed book; rather, it is the collection of
resources provided by Kelley Blue Book (KBB) within its RV section on kbb.com. For years, KBB
offered dedicated RV and travel trailer pricing via a partnership with the National Automobile
Dealers Association (NADA). In 2016, Kelley Blue Book acquired NADA Guides, consolidating the
two major vehicle valuation authorities. Today, when you visit the Kelley Blue Book website, the
travel trailer valuation tool reflects NADA's deep data on recreational vehicles. This means the
Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide is essentially the combined expertise of both KBB and NADA—giving
you a robust, trusted baseline for determining fair market value.

Using this guide, you can look up a travel trailer by manufacturer, model, year, and options to see its
suggested retail price, trade-in value, and loan value. It covers everything from lightweight pop-ups
and teardrop campers to massive fifth-wheel toy haulers. The data is updated regularly,
incorporating current market trends, auction results, and dealer sales. For anyone involved in buying
or selling a travel trailer, this guide is indispensable.

Why Use Kelley Blue Book for Travel
Trailers?

Unlike a typical car, a travel trailer depreciates in a unique pattern. Some models hold value
surprisingly well because of brand reputation, build quality, or popularity among full-time RVers.
Others drop like a rock due to poor construction or model recalls. Without an authoritative source
like the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide, you would be relying on random Craigslist listings, dealer
markups, or biased opinions. Here is why relying on KBB for your travel trailer search makes sense:

* Objective baseline: KBB values are derived from thousands of data points, not from a single
seller’s hope.

e Standardized condition ratings: Like cars, travel trailers are rated from “Outstanding” to
“Rough.” This helps you adjust the price based on real wear and tear.

e Loan value guidance: Many lenders use KBB/NADA values to determine how much they will
finance. Knowing the loan value helps you set realistic expectations.

» Trade-in leverage: If you are trading in a travel trailer at a dealership, having a printed KBB
value in hand gives you a strong negotiating position.

In short, the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide removes guesswork and introduces data-driven
confidence into what can be an emotional and expensive transaction.

How to Use the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer
Guide

Using the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide is straightforward if you follow these steps. The process is
similar to valuing a car, but with a few important nuances specific to RVs.

STEP 1: FIND THE EXACT MODEL INFORMATION

Before visiting the KBB website, locate the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) of the travel trailer.
For newer units, the VIN is typically found on a metal plate on the tongue (the A-frame) or on a
sticker inside an access door. Write down the manufacturer (e.g., Forest River, Jayco, Airstream,
Winnebago), the model name or number, the year, and the floor plan (such as bunkhouse, rear


https://remodelicious.com/

kitchen, or front living). If you do not have the VIN, you can often find trailers by selecting the brand
and model series on the KBB site.

STEP 2: GO TO THE KELLEY BLUE Book RV PAGE

Navigate to kbb.com and look for the “RVs & Boats” section in the top menu. Click on “Travel
Trailers” (or the specific type you have). The Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide interface will prompt
you to enter the make, year, and model. Follow the on-screen instructions.

STEP 3: ADD OPTIONS AND ACCESSORIES

One of the biggest differences between car values and travel trailer values is the importance of
options. Travel trailers often come with or without air conditioning, awnings, solar panels, backup
cameras, upgraded appliances, slide-outs, and more. The Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide allows you
to check boxes for the exact equipment your trailer has. Be honest—every option can raise or lower
the value by hundreds of dollars.

STEP 4: SELECT THE CONDITION

Choose a condition that matches the real state of the trailer:

¢ Outstanding: Like new, no defects, full service records, all systems working.

Excellent: Very clean, minor normal wear, all functions operational.

Good: Average condition, normal wear, perhaps a stain or small dent but no major issues.
Fair: Needs some repairs, visible wear, older tires maybe, but still usable.

Rough: Significant damage, missing parts, or heavy wear.

STEP 5: GET YOUR VALUES

Once you submit, the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide will show several numbers: Suggested Retail
Value (what a dealer might ask), Trade-In Value (what a dealer is likely to offer), and Loan Value
(the maximum a bank might lend). Use these numbers as a starting point, not an absolute price.
Market conditions vary by region, season, and demand.

Factors That Affect Travel Trailer Value

Understanding what drives a travel trailer’s price will help you interpret the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer
Guide outputs more intelligently. Here are the primary factors:

e Brand reputation: Airstream, for example, holds value exceptionally well due to its
aluminum construction and cult following. Lesser-known brands may depreciate faster.

e Age and model year: The biggest depreciation hit typically occurs in the first three years.
After that, values stabilize somewhat if maintenance is good.

e Condition: Water damage is the single biggest value killer. A travel trailer with even minor

roof leaks can see its value drop by 30% or more.

* Mileage (or usage): While travel trailers don’'t have an odometer in the same way cars do,
the number of total miles towed can indicate wear on tires, bearings, and suspension. Hours of
generator use may also be relevant for some models.

» Slide-outs: More slide-outs generally increase value, but they also add complexity and
potential repair costs. A trailer with three slide-outs will typically be valued higher than a
similar non-slide model.

e Weight and towability: Lightweight trailers that can be pulled by a half-ton truck have
higher demand among first-time buyers, which can boost resale value.

When you use the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide, take note of how each factor affects the final
number. If your trailer has a cracked windshield or torn upholstery, adjust the condition rating
accordingly—and be realistic about what “Good” means.

Using the Guide When Buying a Used
Travel Trailer

As a buyer, the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide is your shield against overpaying. Here is how to put
it into action:

1. Research before you look: Before visiting any listing, look up the make and model on KBB
to establish a target price. Print out or save the value summary.

2. Inspect thoroughly: When you view the trailer, note its actual condition versus how it was
advertised. Check for soft spots in the floor, stains on walls, and the operation of every system
(fridge, furnace, water heater, stove).

3. Negotiate based on data: If the seller is asking $18,000 but KBB suggests a retail value of
$15,500 in “Good” condition, you have concrete data to support your offer. Do not be afraid to
show the seller the KBB printout.

4. Factor in repairs: Use KBB’s “Fair” or “Rough” values to account for anything that needs
fixing. For example, if the air conditioner does not work, subtract the cost of a replacement
(roughly $800-$1,200 installed) from your offer.

5. Check loan value: If you are financing, the lender will likely use KBB loan value. If the seller’s
price exceeds that loan value, you may need a larger down payment.

Using the Guide When Selling a Travel
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Trailer

Sellers can also benefit greatly from the Kelley Blue Travel Trailer Guide. Here are tips to maximize
your selling price:

 Price realistically: Look up your trailer on KBB and set your asking price at or slightly above
the suggested retail value. Be honest about condition—inflating the condition rating will only
lead to disappointed buyers.

e Clean and repair: A trailer in “Excellent” condition can fetch $2,000-$4,000 more than the
same unit in “Good” condition. Spend time deep cleaning, fixing minor leaks, and replacing
worn tires.

 Document upgrades: If you added solar panels, a new awning, or a lithium battery, keep
receipts. While KBB does not always fully account for aftermarket upgrades, a well-
documented list can justify a higher asking price.

e Show the KBB value to buyers: When a potential buyer questions your price, pull up the
KBB report and show them the suggested retail range. This builds trust and speeds up the
sale.

Common Mistakes to Avoid with the Kelley
Blue Travel Trailer Guide

Even though the guide is powerful, many users make errors that skew their expectations. Avoid
these pitfalls:

e Using the wrong vehicle type: Some users accidentally select “Travel Trailer” for a fifth-
wheel or pop-up camper. Make sure you are in the correct category.
* Ignoring regional market differences: The KBB national average may not reflect local



