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UNLEASHING YOUR INNER ARTIST: A COMPLETE
GUIDE ON HOW TO DRAW ALADDIN CHARACTERS

There is something timeless about the world of Agrabah. The
magic, the adventure, and the unforgettable personalities have
captivated audiences for decades. Whether you are a seasoned
illustrator  or  a  beginner  picking  up  a  pencil  for  the  first  time,
learning how to draw Aladdin characters is a rewarding creative
journey. The iconic designs from Disney's animated classic offer a
perfect  blend  of  human  emotion,  exaggerated  features,  and
fantastical  elements.  This  guide  will  walk  you  through  the
essential techniques and approaches for sketching these beloved
figures, from the "diamond in the rough" himself to the powerful
Genie.  By  the  end,  you  will  have  the  confidence  to  bring  the
entire  cast  of  Agrabah  to  life  on  your  own  paper.

Why Focus on Drawing

Aladdin Characters?
Before we dive into the specific steps for each character, it helps
to understand why these designs are so excellent for practice.
The  characters  from  this  film  are  not  just  drawings;  they  are
studies in personality. Aladdin's scrappy posture, Jasmine's regal
elegance,  and  Genie's  fluid,  ever-changing  form  each  present
unique artistic challenges. Mastering these drawings will improve
your  ability  to  capture  movement,  emotion,  and  distinct
silhouettes. Furthermore, because these characters are so well-
known,  you  can  easily  find  reference  material  to  study.  This
makes the process of learning how to draw Aladdin characters
both accessible and deeply satisfying.

THE CORE FOUNDATION: BASIC SHAPES AND
PROPORTIONS

Every complex drawing begins with simple shapes. If you attempt
to  draw  the  finished  product  immediately,  you  risk  losing
proportion. To master how to draw Aladdin characters, you must
first learn to break them down into circles, ovals, and rectangles.
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Understanding the Disney
Head Structure
The  classic  Disney  head  is  built  on  a  unique  framework.  It
generally consists of a circle for the upper cranium and a smaller,
inverted triangle or oval for the chin. For Aladdin, the jaw is softer
and more angular. For Jasmine, the jaw is narrower and more
pointed. When practicing how to draw Aladdin characters, always
start with a light circle. Then, draw a vertical line down the center
and horizontal  lines for  the eyes and mouth.  This  "crosshair"
ensures that the facial features remain aligned as you build up
the details.

The Importance of the "S"
Curve
Disney animation relies heavily on fluid lines. The most common
of these is the "S" curve. You will see this in Aladdin's posture,
Genie's smoke trail,  and Jasmine's hair.  When you sketch the
body,  avoid  stiff,  straight  lines.  Instead,  use  sweeping,  curved
lines to suggest movement. This principle is the secret sauce to
creating dynamic, living drawings rather than static, lifeless ones.

STEP-BY-STEP: HOW TO DRAW ALADDIN CHARACTERS

(THE MAIN CAST)

Now,  let  us  get  to  the  practical  work.  Below  are  structured
approaches for drawing the main characters. Remember to use a
light  hand  with  your  pencil  at  first  so  you  can  easily  erase  and
adjust.

Drawing Aladdin: The
Street Rat with a Heart of
Gold
Aladdin is often depicted in his "street rat" attire, which includes
a vest, baggy pants, and a fez (in earlier scenes) or his iconic
prince outfit. Here is how to capture him.

Start with the Head: Draw a circle. Add a slightly pointed
chin below it. His nose is a simple curved line, not too large.
His eyes are large and expressive, with thick eyebrows that
often slant inward to show his mischievous nature.
Build the Torso: From the neck, draw a trapezoid shape
for the chest. He is lean, so keep the waist narrow. Add a
small triangle for the vest opening.
Arms and Hands: Aladdin's arms are often relaxed or
raised in a gesture. Use simple cylinders to block them in.
His hands are fairly small compared to his head.
Legs and Pants: His baggy pants are a key feature. Draw
them as wide, balloon-like shapes that taper sharply at the
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ankles, where they are gathered.
Facial Details: Add a small mouth that often holds a
confident smirk. His hair is a dark, messy mop of spikes.
Focus on the jagged silhouette.

When  learning  how  to  draw  Aladdin  characters,  pay  special
attention  to  the  eyes.  Aladdin's  eyes  are  wide  and  open,
reflecting his optimism and cleverness. The contrast between his
dark, messy hair and his light skin also helps him stand out on
the page.

Drawing Princess Jasmine:
Elegance and Strength
Jasmine is more challenging due to her flowing hair and intricate
clothing, but she is beautiful to draw. She represents a graceful
balance of strength and femininity.

The Facial Structure: Jasmine has a distinct, slender
face. Start with a circle, then draw a long, sharp chin. Her
jawline is very defined. Her eyes are slightly larger and
more almond-shaped than Aladdin's.
The Hair: This is the most critical part. Jasmine's hair is a
thick, black curtain. Do not draw every strand. Instead,
focus on the overall shape: a thick volume that falls over
one shoulder and cascades down her back. Use smooth,
flowing "S" curves.
The Outfit: She wears a turquoise off-shoulder top and a

pink sash. Her pants are wide and silky. Draw the pants as
two large, triangular shapes extending from her hips. They
gather at the shins before widening again near her feet,
which are adorned with golden slippers.
Accessories: She wears a gold headpiece with a single
jewel. A simple arc on top of her head, with a small circle
for the jewel, is usually sufficient. Do not forget the gold
earrings.

The key to successfully drawing Aladdin characters like Jasmine is
patience. Her hair can be intimidating, but if you treat it as a
single large shape with a few distinct "chunks" of hair breaking
away, it becomes much easier.

Drawing the Genie: The
Master of Fluid Shapes
Genie is the most complex of the group because he has no fixed
form. He is a shape-shifter. However, for a standard portrait, we
focus on his "human" form.

The Head: Genie has a massive head. Draw a very large
circle. His chin is wide and square, not pointed like the
human characters.
The Ears and Nose: His ears are small and round, often
with a golden earring. His nose is broad and bulbous. His
eyes are wide and expressive, often taking up a large
portion of his face.
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The Body: Genie's torso is thick and powerful, but it
typically tapers into a wispy tail of blue smoke. Do not draw
solid legs. Instead, let the bottom of his body fade into a
swirling cloud.
The Arms: His arms are huge and muscular. Draw them
using thick cylinders. His hands are massive, with four
distinct fingers.
The Tail: The smoke tail is crucial. Use a series of
overlapping "S" curves and puffy, cloud-like shapes to
create the illusion of magical smoke.

When studying how to draw Aladdin characters, Genie teaches
you looseness. You must be willing to draw outside the lines. Add
a golden cuff on his wrist and a small ponytail on top of his head
to complete the look.

Drawing Jafar: The
Villainous Silhouette
Jafar is a study in sharp angles and darkness. He is the opposite
of Genie's roundness.

The Face: Jafar has a long, narrow face. His nose is sharp
and hooked. His eyebrows are thick and angled sharply
downward, creating a constant scowl.
The Beard: A thin, pointed goatee extends from his chin. It
is a sharp triangle.
The Eyes: His eyes are half-lidded, making him look

sneaky and calculating. The pupils are often small.
The Body: He is tall and thin. Draw him with a long,
rectangular torso. He wears a dark, high-collared robe.
Cobra Staff: His staff is an essential prop. It is a long,
straight line with a cobra head at the top. The cobra's hood
is wide and flat.

Jafar is a great character for practicing villainous expressions.
When you learn how to draw Aladdin characters, do not skip the
antagonists. They provide the necessary contrast to the heroes.

MASTERING THE SUPPORTING CAST

No guide on how to draw Aladdin characters is complete without
the sidekicks. Abu and Iago add humor and charm through their
animalistic features.

Abu: The Monkey with a
Thieving Heart
Abu is essentially a small monkey with large, expressive eyes.
Start with a small oval for the head and a smaller oval for the
snout. His ears are large and round. His body is tiny, and his tail
is long and curled. He wears a small brown vest and a red fez
with a gold tassel.  Focus on his mischievous eyes,  which are
often wide open with excitement or guilt.
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Iago: The Parrot with a Big
Mouth
Iago is a red and blue parrot. His body is an oval, and his head is
a circle. He has a large, curved yellow beak. This beak is key to
his personality; it is almost as big as his head. Draw his eyes with
heavy, angry eyelids. His wings are often raised in anger. He has
a large tail feather that sticks straight up. When you draw Iago,
focus on the aggressive posture of the beak and head.

ESSENTIAL TIPS FOR IMPROVING YOUR DRAWING
SKILLS

As you practice learning how to draw Aladdin characters, keep
these universal drawing principles in mind:

Use Reference Images: Do not try to draw from memory1.
alone. Keep a screenshot of the character open or print a
picture. Study the shapes before you start.
Practice Gesture Drawing: Spend 30 seconds drawing2.
the pose of the character. Do not worry about details. Just
capture the "line of action" (the S curve).
Focus on Negative Space: Look at the space *around*3.
the character. For example, the space between Jasmine's
arm and her waist is a specific shape. Drawing that shape
helps you draw the arm correctly.
Vary Your Line Weight: Do not press the same way for4.
every line. Use thin, light lines for details (like the eye

lashes) and thick, dark lines for the outer silhouette.
Be Patient: Your first attempt will not look perfect. That is5.
normal. Professional animators draw hundreds of sketches
for every one that looks good.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

When tackling how to draw Aladdin characters, beginners often
make the same errors. Being aware of them will save you time.

Making Eyes Too Big: While Disney eyes are large, there
is a limit. If the eyes are too big, the character looks alien
rather than expressive.
Forgetting the Hair Volume: Aladdin has thick hair, and
Jasmine has a massive mane. If you draw their heads with
tight, thin hair, they will look bald. Push the boundaries of
the hair shape outward.
Stiff Posture: The biggest giveaway of a beginner drawing
is stiffness. If the character looks like a cardboard cutout,
you missed the "S" curve. Tilt the shoulders slightly, curve
the spine, and shift the weight onto one leg.
Ignoring the Hands: Hands are hard, but Genie's large
hands and Jasmine's delicate hands define their characters.
Do not hide them behind the back.

ADDING MAGIC: SHADING AND COLOR

Once your pencil sketch is complete, you may want to add color.
Aladdin  characters  have  distinct  color  palettes.  Aladdin  uses
warm browns, purples, and golds. Jasmine uses turquoise, pink,
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and gold. Genie is bright blue. Jafar is dark red, black, and gold. When  shading,  remember  that  the  light  source  determines
where the shadows fall.


