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REVISITING A CLASSIC 80S COMEDY: THE SECRET OF
MY SUCCESS CAST

In  the  pantheon  of  1980s  cinema,  few  films  capture  the  era's
relentless  optimism,  corporate  ambition,  and  unmistakable
fashion quite like The Secret of My Success. Released in 1987,
this  comedy  became  a  defining  moment  for  its  lead  star  and
remains a beloved snapshot of yuppie culture. While the plot of a
wide-eyed Kansas native climbing the corporate ladder in New
York  City  is  entertaining,  the  film  truly  shines  because  of  its
ensemble.  To  understand  the  film's  enduring  charm,  one  must
examine The Secret Of My Success Cast—a group of actors
whose chemistry and performances turned a straightforward fish-
out-of-water story into a timeless classic.

The Unstoppable Lead:
Michael J. Fox as Brantley

Foster
At  the  heart  of  the  film  is  Michael  J.  Fox,  playing  the  ambitious
Brantley Foster.  By 1987, Fox was already a household name
thanks to  Family  Ties  and Back to  the Future.  However,  The
Secret of My Success allowed him to flex his comedic timing and
charm in a more mature setting—the cutthroat world of business.
Fox brings an infectious energy to the role, balancing naivety
with sharp intelligence.
What  makes Fox's  performance so memorable  is  his  physical
comedy.  Whether  he  is  juggling  two  identities—the  mailroom
clerk and the fictional executive "Carlton Whitfield"—or trying to
navigate a revolving door, Fox makes every scene feel urgent
and hilarious. The cast of The Secret Of My Success leans heavily
on Fox to carry the narrative, and he does so with the effortless
charisma  that  defined  his  peak  stardom.  Interestingly,  the  film
also  showcased  that  Fox  could  hold  his  own  in  a  romantic
comedy, paving the way for roles in later hits like Doc Hollywood.
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Helen Slater: The Love
Interest with Depth
Helen Slater  plays Christy  Wills,  the ambitious executive who
becomes  Brantley's  love  interest.  Slater  was  no  stranger  to
leading roles, having famously played Supergirl in 1984. In this
film, she trades the cape for a power suit, playing a woman who
is equally determined to succeed in a male-dominated industry.
The chemistry between Fox and Slater is palpable, providing the
emotional anchor for the film's more chaotic moments.
Slater's Christy is not a passive damsel in distress; she is smart,
skeptical,  and driven.  The casting of  Slater  added a  layer  of
credibility  to  the  film's  portrayal  of  working  women  in  the  80s.
Within The Secret Of My Success Cast, her performance stands
out because she matches Fox's energy beat for beat, creating a
dynamic  that  feels  both  competitive  and  romantic.  Her
character's arc—moving from a guarded professional to someone
willing  to  take  a  risk  on  love—is  handled  with  nuance  and
warmth.

Richard Jordan: The
Formidable Villain
No great comedy is complete without a strong antagonist, and
Richard Jordan delivers as Howard Prescott, the ruthless CEO of

Pemrose Corporation and Brantley's unsuspecting uncle. Jordan
brings a gravitas to the role that elevates the film beyond simple
slapstick. He is slick, condescending, and genuinely threatening.
His portrayal of a man who has clawed his way to the top and will
do anything to stay there is chillingly effective.
Jordan's  career  was  filled  with  distinguished  roles  in  films  like
Logan's Run and The Hunt for Red October, but his performance
in this comedy is often overlooked. He grounds the film, giving it
a  real  sense  of  stakes.  When  Brantley  finally  outwits  him,  the
victory  feels  earned.  The interaction between Fox and Jordan
forms  the  central  conflict  of  the  film,  and  their  scenes  together
are electric. The cast of The Secret Of My Success is elevated by
Jordan's ability to play a villain who is both funny and fearsome.

Margaret Whitton: The
Scene-Stealing Vera
Prescott
If  Richard  Jordan  provides  the  cold  steel  of  the  film,  Margaret
Whitton  provides  the  fire.  She  plays  Vera  Prescott,  Howard's
neglected and sexually frustrated wife. Vera is a character who
could have been a one-note joke in lesser hands, but Whitton
turns  her  into  a  comedic  force  of  nature.  Her  pursuit  of
Brantley—whom  she  believes  to  be  the  executive  Carlton
Whitfield—leads to some of the film's most awkward and hilarious
moments.
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Whitton's performance is bold, unapologetic, and wildly funny.
She embraces the absurdity of her situation without ever winking
at the audience. This commitment to the role makes the dinner
scene, the apartment seduction, and the final office confrontation
genuinely  memorable.  In  a  cast  packed  with  talent,  Whitton
consistently  manages  to  steal  every  scene  she  is  in.  She
represents the excess and desperation of the 1980s elite, and her
comedic timing is flawless.

The Supporting Gems of
The Secret Of My Success
Cast
Beyond the main quartet, The Secret Of My Success Cast is filled
with  character  actors  who  add  texture  and  humor  to  the
corporate world of Pemrose Industries.

John Pankow plays Fred Melrose, Brantley's cousin and
the bumbling, spoiled son of Howard Prescott. Pankow, who
would go on to fame as Ira Buchman in Mad About You, is
perfect as the entitled heir who is constantly humiliated.
His resentment of Brantley's success fuels several subplots.
Christopher Murney appears as Barney, the mailroom
supervisor. Barney is a small but pivotal role, representing
the blue-collar perspective in the office. His advice to
Brantley about the corporate ladder adds a touch of

wisdom to the story.
Jerry Hardin plays the hokey Art Thomas, a business
associate from Kansas. Hardin is best known to audiences
as the mysterious "Deep Throat" in The X-Files, but here he
provides a wholesome contrast to the New York sharks.

Each of these actors brings something essential. The chemistry
among The Secret Of My Success Cast ensures that even minor
characters feel fully realized. The mailroom scenes, in particular,
have a lively ensemble feel that grounds Brantley's journey in a
relatable workplace reality.

Behind the Scenes: Why
This Cast Works
Director Herbert Ross, known for Footloose and Steel Magnolias,
understood the importance of casting actors who could handle
both comedy and genuine emotion. The cast of The Secret Of My
Success was assembled with a clear vision: create a world that is
exaggerated  enough  for  comedy  but  real  enough  for  the
audience to care.
Fox  was  the  first  choice  for  the  lead,  but  securing  him required
coordinating his busy schedule with Family Ties and Back to the
Future.  The supporting cast  was chosen to complement Fox's
energy.  Slater  was  cast  because  she  could  play  a  strong,
independent woman without losing the romantic spark. Jordan
was brought in to provide dramatic weight, and Whitton was the
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wildcard who added unpredictable humor.
The script,  penned by AJ  Carothers and based on a story by
Carothers and Jim Cash, gave the actors plenty of witty dialogue
and physical  set pieces to work with.  The cast embraced the
material,  and their  enthusiasm is  visible  in  every frame.  This
behind-the-scenes synergy is what transforms a good script into
a beloved movie.

Legacy of the Film and Its
Cast
Nearly four decades later, The Secret of My Success remains a
favorite  among  fans  of  80s  cinema.  The  film's  portrayal  of
corporate ladder-climbing feels almost quaint in the modern gig
economy,  but  its  themes  of  ambition,  authenticity,  and  finding
love  remain  relevant.
For  Michael  J.  Fox,  the  film  was  another  box-office  hit  that
solidified  his  status  as  the  most  bankable  star  of  the  decade.  It
allowed him to play an adult character, signaling a transition from
teenage roles to leading man parts. Helen Slater continued to
work in film and television, eventually becoming a beloved figure
in  the  Supergirl  TV  universe.  Richard  Jordan  continued  his
distinguished stage and screen career until his untimely passing.
Margaret  Whitton  later  retired  from  acting  to  focus  on
philanthropy  and  art.
The cast of The Secret Of My Success is a time capsule of a
specific moment in Hollywood history. It represents a time when

comedies were smart, characters were quirky, and happy endings
felt  earned.  The  film's  continued  popularity  on  streaming
platforms and cable television speaks to the lasting appeal of its
cast.

Why The Cast Remains
Memorable
In  an era  of  reboots  and sequels,  The Secret  of  My Success
stands alone. There has never been a serious attempt to remake
it, largely because it is difficult to imagine anyone else inhabiting
these roles. The cast is so perfectly matched to the material that
any recasting would feel wrong.
The film works because each actor understands their  role in the
comedy machine. Fox is the engine, Slater is the heart, Jordan is
the obstacle, and Whitton is the chaos. The supporting players
provide the ballast.  Watching The Secret Of My Success Cast
interact  is  like  watching  a  perfectly  tuned  orchestra—every
instrument has its moment, but the harmony is what makes it
beautiful.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS ENSEMBLE

Ultimately, The Secret of My Success is more than just a nostalgic
relic of the 1980s. It is a masterclass in comedic casting. The
film's  enduring  appeal  rests  squarely  on  the  shoulders  of  The
Secret  Of  My Success  Cast.  From Michael  J.  Fox's  kinetic
performance to Margaret Whitton's scene-stealing antics, every
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actor  contributed to a movie that  continues to entertain new
generations. The combination of charm, wit, and talent in this
ensemble  ensures  that  the  film  remains  a  high  point  of  80s

comedies.  Whether  you  are  watching  it  for  the  first  time  or  the
fiftieth,  the  cast  never  fails  to  deliver  a  truly  satisfying,  laugh-
filled  experience.


