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INTRODUCTION:
REVIVING A
CLASSIC IN HOME
HEATING

F o r  d e c a d e s ,
homeowners  seeking
reliable  and  efficient
warmth have turned to
wood-burning  stoves.
A m o n g  t h e  m a n y
brands that have come
and gone, few hold the
same  nostalgic  and
practical appeal as the
Warnock  Hersey
wood  stove.  Known
for its robust cast iron
cons t ruc t i on  and
timeless  design,  this
stove is more than just

a heating appliance; it
is  a  piece  of  heating
h is to ry .  In  an  e ra
where  sustainability
a n d  e n e r g y
independence  are
increasingly  valued,
the  Warnock  Hersey
stove is experiencing a
resurgence in interest.
Whether  you  are  a
l o n g - t i m e  o w n e r
restor ing  a  fami ly
hei r loom  or  a  new
enthusiast  considering
a  v i n t a g e  s t o v e ,
understanding  the
unique qualities of this
model is essential. This
article  explores  the
history,  features,
benefits,  and  practical
considerations  of  the
Warnock  Hersey  wood
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stove,  providing  a
comprehensive  guide
for  anyone  interested
in  this  classic  heating
solution.
The  Warnock  Hersey
name  is  synonymous
with  durability  and
c r a f t s m a n s h i p .
O r i g i n a l l y
manufactured  by  a
company  that  later
became  part  of  the
larger heating industry
landscape ,  these
stoves  were  built  to
last  a  l ifetime.  In  a
market  flooded  with
disposable  modern
appliances, the appeal
of a heavy-gauge steel
or cast iron stove that
can withstand decades
of use is undeniable. A
w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d
Warnock Hersey stove
offers not only superior
heat output but also a
unique  aesthetic  that
complements  both
rus t i c  cab ins  and
contemporary  homes.

This  article  will  guide
you through everything
you  need  to  know,
f r o m  i d e n t i f y i n g
different  models  to
mastering  the  art  of
b u r n i n g  w o o d
efficiently  in  this
classic  stove.

THE HISTORY AND
LEGACY OF
WARNOCK HERSEY

To  apprec iate  the
Warnock  Hersey
wood stove, one must
first  understand  its
origins.  The  company
b e g a n  a s  a
metalworking  and
foundry  operation,
eventually  pivoting  to
produce  some  of  the
m o s t  r e s p e c t e d
heating  appliances  of
the  mid-20th  century.
These  stoves  were
designed during a time
when  heating  with
wood  was  not  just  a
lifestyle  choice  but  a
primary  necessity  for



Warnock Hersey Wood Stove 3

3

many rural households.
This heritage is evident
i n  t h e  r o b u s t
cons t ruc t i on  and
p r a c t i c a l  d e s i g n
features found in every
W a r n o c k  H e r s e y
model.

From
Foundry
to
Fireside
Warnock Hersey stoves
were engineered in an
era  before  stringent
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
regulations,  which
o f t e n  l e a d s  t o
misconceptions  about
their  efficiency.  While
early  models  were
simple  open  fireboxes,
l a t e r  d e s i g n s
incorporated  baffles
a n d  s e c o n d a r y
combustion zones that

m a d e  t h e m
surprisingly  effective.
Many vintage Warnock
H e r s e y  s t o v e s ,
part icular ly  those
made in the 1970s and
1980s,  are  s t i l l  in
operation  today—a
testament  to  their
bui ld  qual i ty .  The
company  eventually
ceased production, but
the  stoves  remain
highly sought after by
c o l l e c t o r s  a n d
homeowners who value
longevity over novelty.
Owning  a  Warnock
Hersey  stove  means
owning  a  p iece  o f
A m e r i c a n
manufacturing  history
that  cont inues  to
provide tangible value.

Identifyin
g
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Authentic
Warnock
Hersey

Models
For  those  looking  to
purchase a used stove,
k n o w i n g  h o w  t o
identify  an  authentic
Warnock  Hersey
wood stove is crucial.
Look for a cast iron or
heavy steel  body with
clean,  simple  lines.
C o m m o n  m o d e l s
include  the  "Mohawk"
and "Dutchwest" lines,
though variations exist.
The  most  re l iab le
identifier  is  a  metal
nameplate,  usually
located on the back or
inside the firebox door,
bearing  the  Warnock
Hersey  name.  Stoves
without this plate may
be  knockoffs  or  later

rebranded  models.
Checking  for  cracks,
warped  doors,  and
missing  firebricks  is
a l s o  p a r t  o f  t h e
evaluation  process.  A
s tove  in  o r ig ina l ,
unmodified condition is
generally  preferable,
t h o u g h  m a n y  a r e
upgraded with modern
gaskets  and  g lass
doors  for  improved
efficiency.

KEY FEATURES OF
THE WARNOCK
HERSEY WOOD
STOVE

W h a t  s e t s  t h e
Warnock  Hersey
wood  stove  apart
f r o m  i t s
contemporaries?  The
a n s w e r  l i e s  i n  a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
materials, engineering,
and design philosophy.
These stoves were built
with  a  focus  on  heat
r a d i a t i o n  a n d
durability,  rather  than



Warnock Hersey Wood Stove 5

5

the  complex  catalytic
combustors  found  in
many  modern  stoves.
This simplicity is both a
s t r e n g t h  a n d  a
cons iderat ion  for
potential  owners.

Cast Iron
vs. Steel
Construct
ion
Many Warnock Hersey
models  feature  heavy
cast  iron  components,
particularly  the  door
frames,  firebox  liners,
and  top  plates.  Cast
iron  is  excellent  at
radiating  heat  evenly
and  retaining  warmth
long  after  the  fire  has
d ied  down .  O ther
models  utilize  heavy-
gauge  steel,  which
heats  up  faster  but
c o o l s  d o w n  m o r e

quickly. Both materials
have  their  advocates,
b u t  t h e  c a s t  i r o n
variants  are  generally
c o n s i d e r e d  m o r e
desirable  for  their
classic  look  and  heat-
holding  capacity.  The
t h i c k  w a l l s  o f  a
Warnock Hersey stove
also  contribute  to  a
longer  burn  time,  as
the mass of the stove
ac ts  as  a  the rma l
battery, releasing heat
over several hours.

Simple
Air
Control
and Burn
Managem
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ent
Unlike  modern  stoves
with complex air wash
sys tems  and  dua l
combustion  controls,
most  Warnock  Hersey
s t o v e s  f e a t u r e  a
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
primary air intake. This
simplicity makes them
easy  to  operate  but
requires  the  user  to
understand  basic  fire
management. A typical
setup  includes  a  spin
draft  control  on  the
d o o r  o r  a  s l i d i n g
adjuster  on  the  ash
pan. By mastering this
single control, you can
achieve anything from
a  slow,  smoldering
overnight  burn  to  a
roaring,  high-heat  fire
for quick warmth. The
key  is  to  learn  how
your  specific  stove
model  responds to air
adjustments,  as  each
u n i t  h a s  i t s  o w n

personality.

Thermal
Mass and
Heat
Retention
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
celebrated  qualities  of
a  Warnock  Hersey
wood  stove  i s  i ts
thermal  mass.  The
combination  of  heavy
cast  iron  and  firebrick
l i n i n g  c r e a t e s  a
massive  heat  sink.
Once  the  s tove  i s
heated  to  operating
t e m p e r a t u r e ,  i t
continues  to  radiate
warmth for hours after
the  fire  has  burned
down.  This  feature  is
particularly valuable in
well-insulated  homes,
where a single loading
of  wood  can  provide
comfor tab le  heat
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through the night. The
thermal  mass  also
helps  to  moderate
t e m p e r a t u r e
fluctuations,
preventing  the  rapid
heating  and  cooling
cycles  common  with
th in -wa l led  s tee l
stoves.

BENEFITS OF
OWNING A
WARNOCK HERSEY
WOOD STOVE

Beyond  the  nostalgic
appea l ,  there  are
practical  reasons  to
consider  a  Warnock
Hersey  stove  for  your
home  heating  needs.
From  cost  savings  to
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
benefits,  this  classic
appliance  offers
distinct  advantages
that  modern  stoves
sometimes  overlook.

Energy
Independ
ence and
Cost
Savings
With  rising  fuel  costs,
heating  with  wood
offers a degree of price
stability.  A  Warnock
Hersey  wood  stove
allows you to heat your
primary  living  space
using  a  renewable
r e s o u r c e .  F o r
homeowners  w i th
access to free or low-
cost  firewood,  the
s a v i n g s  c a n  b e
substant ial  over  a
heating  season.  Even
when  factoring  in  the
cost  of  purchasing
seasoned wood, a cord
of wood often provides
more  BTUs  per  dollar
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than  natural  gas  or
electricity  in  many
regions.  The  durable
cons t ruc t i on  o f  a
Warnock Hersey stove
also  means  you  are
unl ike ly  to  need  a
replacement  anytime
soon ,  mak ing  i t  a
s o u n d  l o n g - t e r m
investment.

Reliability
in Power
Outages
One  of  the  greatest
benefits  of  any  wood
s t o v e  i s  i t s
independence from the
grid. A Warnock Hersey
stove  requ i res  no
electricity  to  operate.
The  draft  is  natural,
and  the  controls  are
entirely  mechanical.
T h i s  m a k e s  i t  a n
invaluable  resource
during winter storms or

grid  failures.  While
many  modern  pellet
stoves and heat pumps
become useless during
a  power  outage,  a
wood  stove  continues
to  keep  your  home
warm  and  safe.  For
those  living  in  rural
a r e a s  p r o n e  t o
b l a c k o u t s ,  t h e
reliability of a cast iron
Warnock Hersey stove
is a serious advantage.

Unique
Aesthetic
and
Atmosph
ere
There is  no substitute
for the ambiance of a
real  wood  fire.  The
Warnock  Hersey
wood  stove  with  its
classic  design  adds
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character  and  warmth
to any room. The soft
glow of flames through
a glass door (on later
models)  or  the simple
sight  of  the  glowing
cast  iron  creates  a
cozy  atmosphere  that
central heating cannot
r e p l i c a t e .  M a n y
homeowners  find  that
a wood stove becomes
the focal point of their
l i v i n g  s p a c e ,
encouraging  family
gatherings  and  quiet
evenings at home. This
intangible  value  is  as
important  as  the  BTU
output.

COMPARING
WARNOCK HERSEY
TO MODERN WOOD
STOVES

When  considering  a
Warnock  Hersey
wood  stove ,  i t  i s
helpful  to  understand
h o w  i t  s t a c k s  u p
against  modern  EPA-
certified  stoves.  Both

have their merits, and
t h e  b e s t  c h o i c e
d e p e n d s  o n  y o u r
priorit ies.

Efficiency
and
Emissions
Modern  wood  stoves
are designed with strict
E P A  e m i s s i o n s
standards  in  mind.
They  utilize  advanced
c o m b u s t i o n
technology,  such  as
catalytic  converters  or
secondary burn tubes,
to  ach ieve  h igher
efficiency  and  lower
particulate  output.  A
typical Warnock Hersey
s t o v e  f r o m  t h e
pre-1988  era  will  not
match  these  efficiency
numbers.  However,
this  does  not  mean a
Warnock Hersey stove
is  inefficient.  With
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p r o p e r
operat ion—burn ing
only  seasoned  wood
and  manag ing  a i r
intake correctly—these
stoves  can  achieve
respectable  efficiency.
For  homeowners  in
non-attainment  areas
w i th  s t r i c t  wood -
b u r n i n g  r u l e s ,  a
modern stove may be
the only legal option. In
many  rura l  areas,
h o w e v e r ,  a  w e l l -
maintained  vintage
Warnock Hersey stove
is perfectly acceptable.

Durability
and
Repairabi
lity
I n  t e r m s  o f  r a w
d u r a b i l i t y ,  t h e
Warnock  Hersey
wood  stove  often

surpasses  modern
budget  stoves.  A  new
stove  with  thin  steel
w a l l s  a n d  c h e a p
firebrick  may  only  last
1 0 - 1 5  y e a r s  w i t h
regular use. A Warnock
Hersey stove, built with
thick cast iron or heavy
steel, can last 50 years
or  more.  Repairability
is  another area where
vintage designs  shine.
Parts  such  as  door
gaskets, door handles,
and firebricks are often
generic  and  easy  to
source. Modern stoves
with  proprietary  parts
can  be  difficult  and
expensive  to  repair.
F o r  t h e  D I Y
homeowner, a Warnock
Hersey stove is a joy to
maintain.

INSTALLATION,
MAINTENANCE,
AND SAFETY

Proper installation and
ma in tenance  a re
critical for the safe and
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efficient  operation  of
any  wood  stove.  The
Warnock  Hersey
wood  stove  i s  no
exception. Adhering to
best  practices  wil l
ensure you enjoy years
of trouble-free heating.

Clearance
s and
Floor
Protectio
n
B e c a u s e  m a n y
Warnock Hersey stoves
predate modern safety
s t a n d a r d s ,  i t  i s
essential  to  fol low
current  c learance
requirements.  The
stove should be placed
on  a  non-combustible
h e a r t h  p a d  t h a t
extends  at  least  18
inches  in  front  of  the

loading  door  and  12
inches  to  the  sides.
C l e a r a n c e s  t o
combust ible  wal ls
should  be  at  least  36
inches, though this can
b e  r e d u c e d  w i t h
approved heat shields.
Always  consult  your
local  building  codes
and  consider  hiring  a
certified  professional
for  installation.  A safe
ins ta l l a t i on  i s  an
investment  in  your
family's  well-being.

Chimney
and Flue
Considera
tions
The  flue  system  is  as
important as the stove
itse l f .  A  Warnock
Hersey  wood  stove
typically  requires  a  6-
inch flue,  though some
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larger  models  may
need an 8-inch. Use a
stainless steel or class
A chimney pipe that is
properly  insulated.  A
common  issue  with
older  stoves  is  that
they  run  best  with  a
strong  draft.  If  your
chimney is  too  tall  or
too  short,  you  may
e x p e r i e n c e  p o o r
p e r f o r m a n c e .  A
chimney  sweep  can
help you evaluate your
setup. Annual cleaning
of  the  chimney  and
stovep ipe  i s  non-
negotiable for safety.

Routine
Maintena
nce Tips
Keeping your Warnock
Hersey  stove  in  top
c o n d i t i o n  i s
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .
Rep lace  the  doo r

gasket if it shows signs
of  wear  to  ensure  a
t igh t  sea l .  Check
firebricks  for  cracks
and  replace  them  if
they  are  crumbling.
Lubricate  the  door
h i n g e s  a n d  d r a f t
controls  with  high-
temperature  grease.
Most importantly, burn
o n l y  s e a s o n e d
h a r d w o o d  w i t h  a
moisture content below
20%.  Wet  wood  not
only  reduces  heat
output but also creates
creosote  buildup  that
can  lead  to  chimney
fires. With regular care,
your  Warnock  Hersey
stove  will  serve  your
family for generations.

CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS HEATING
SOLUTION

The Warnock Hersey
w o o d  s t o v e
represents  a  golden
e r a  o f  h e a t i n g
appliance  design.  Its
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durable  construction,
simple  operation,  and
unmatched  thermal
m a s s  m a k e  i t  a
compelling  choice  for
a n y o n e  s e e k i n g

reliable,  off-grid  heat.
While it may not have
t h e  u l t r a - h i g h
efficiency  of  the  latest
EPA  models,


