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THE ENDURING ALLURE OF THE
SECRET TO MY SUCCESS
SOUNDTRACK

There  are  certain  moments  in  cinema
where the music doesn’t just accompany
the visuals—it defines them. For anyone
who  grew  up  in  the  late  1980s,  the
Secret To My Success Soundtrack is
one  of  those  rare  collections  that
instantly transports you back to a world
of  shoulder  pads,  corporate  ambition,

and infectious optimism. More than just
a backdrop to Michael J. Fox’s whirlwind
rise  from mailroom clerk  to  executive,
this  soundtrack  has  become  a  time
capsule  of  a  decade  defined  by  its
unique  blend  of  rock  energy  and  pop
sensibility.  The  music  captures  the
determination,  the  romance,  and  the
sheer, unapologetic drive that defined an
era.  Even decades later,  the power of
t h e  S e c r e t  T o  M y  S u c c e s s
Soundtrack  remains  undiminished,
offering a masterclass in how a carefully
curated collection of songs can elevate a
film from entertaining to iconic.
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The story of this soundtrack is inherently
tied  to  the  film's  narrative.  The  movie
follows  Brantley  Foster,  a  young,
ambitious college graduate who moves
to New York City with a dream. He faces
rejection,  navigates  office  politics,  and
ultimately  finds  his  footing  through  a
combination  of  wit,  hard  work,  and  a
little  bit  of  luck.  The music needed to
reflect  that  journey—the  struggle,  the
triumph,  and the sheer  exhilaration  of
chasing  a  dream.  The  result  was  a
soundtrack  that  fe l t  less  l ike  a
compilation  and  more  like  an  integral
character in the story itself. It perfectly
underscored the film’s central themes of
upward mobility, self-invention, and the
relentless pursuit of success.

THE SIGNATURE TRACK: NIGHT
RANGER AND THE POWER OF
SYNTH-ROCK

No  discussion  of  this  soundtrack  is
complete  without  a  deep dive  into  its
most  famous  track.  The  movie’s  title
theme,  “The  Secret  of  My  Success,”
performed by Night Ranger, is more than
just a song; it is an anthem. Written by
the band’s Jack Blades and David Foster,
the  track  perfectly  encapsulates  the
film’s  core  message.  The  driving
bassline,  the soaring synthesizers,  and
the  unmistakable  80s  rock  guitar  riff
create a sound that is both triumphant
and nostalgic.  The lyrics,  “I  believe in
working hard / And I believe in playing
hard,” became a mantra for a generation
of  young  professionals.  The  song’s
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placement  in  the  film,  most  notably
during  the  exhi larating  opening
sequence  and  the  climactic  moments,
solidifies  its  status  as  one  of  the
definitive  movie  theme  songs  of  the
decade.
What  makes  the  N igh t  Ranger
contribution so effective is its sincerity. It
doesn't try to be ironic or overly clever.
It simply leans into the feeling of victory.
The chorus is an explosion of energy that
mirrors Brantley’s own emotional arc. In
the  context  of  the  Secret  To  My
Success Soundtrack, this song serves
as the emotional anchor, reminding the
audience that while the path to success
is fraught with obstacles, the reward is
worth the fight. It is a textbook example
of how a song can become inseparable
from the  film  it  represents,  to  the  point

where hearing it today instantly conjures
images  of  Michael  J .  Fox  dodging
secretaries and outsmarting executives.

The Musical
Genius of David
Foster
A  key  figure  behind  the  scenes,  David
Foster’s influence on the Secret To My
Success  Soundtrack  cannot  be
overstated.  A  legendary  producer  and
songwriter,  Foster  brought  a  level  of
polish  and  radio-friendly  appeal  to
several tracks. His work on the score and
his contributions to songs like “Don’t Be
Afraid of the Dark” (performed by Robert
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Tepper) helped bridge the gap between
the rock-oriented tracks  and the more
emotional, ballad-driven moments of the
film.  Foster’s  signature  style—clean,
melodic,  and  emotionally  resonant—is
woven  throughout  the  fabric  of  the
soundtrack,  ensuring  that  even  the
softer moments carry a sense of weight
and purpose.
Foster’s ability to craft songs that appeal
to a wide audience is part of what makes
the  soundtrack  so  accessible.  He
understood  that  the  film  needed  music
tha t  cou ld  insp i re ,  up l i f t ,  and
occasionally  break  your  heart.  His
production  is  crisp  and  cinematic,
making each track feel larger than life.
When you listen to the Secret To My
Success Soundtrack, you are hearing
the work of a master arranger who knew

exactly  how  to  create  a  cohesive
auditory experience that complemented
the  fast-paced,  colorful  visuals  of  the
film.

A TRACK-BY-TRACK JOURNEY
THROUGH THE ALBUM

While  the  Night  Ranger  song  is  the
undisputed  headliner,  the  rest  of  the
album is a remarkably strong collection
of mid-80s pop and rock. Let’s explore
some of the key tracks that contribute to
the soundtrack’s enduring legacy.

The Secret of My Success
(Night Ranger): The flagship
track. It is the sound of ambition
set to music. Its driving rhythm
and catchy chorus make it an
essential workout or motivation
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playlist staple.
Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark
(Robert Tepper): A power ballad
that delves into the vulnerability
behind ambition. This song plays
during the more introspective
moments of the film, reminding us
that the pursuit of success often
comes with fear and uncertainty.
It’s a beautifully produced track
that showcases Tepper’s raspy,
emotional vocal delivery.
Everlasting Love (David Foster
& Jimi Jamison): This duet is
pure, unadulterated 80s soft rock.
It is the sound of the romantic
subplot. The harmonies are lush,
the production is smooth, and it
provides a perfect counterbalance
to the high-energy rock tracks. It

represents the heart of the film,
the personal connection that
makes the professional victory
meaningful.
Two Hearts (Marilyn Martin): A
catchy, synth-driven pop song that
feels like a breath of fresh air. It
captures the playful, youthful
energy of the film’s first act, where
the world is full of possibility.
Young Hearts (Rodney
Saulsberry): A soulful, upbeat
track that speaks directly to the
theme of youthful ambition. It’s a
song about holding onto your
dreams as the world tries to tell
you no. The energy is infectious
and perfectly suited for a montage
sequence.
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This diversity is key to the success of the
album. It  isn't  a one-note collection of
rock anthems. It moves seamlessly from
high-energy  rock  to  tender  ballads,
mirroring the emotional ups and downs
of  the  film’s  narrative.  Each  song  feels
purposeful,  contributing  to  the  overall
story rather  than just  being a random
col lect ion  o f  popu lar  h i ts .  The
arrangement  of  tracks  on  the  album
creates a listening experience that is as
compelling as the movie itself.

THE CULTURAL CONTEXT OF THE
1980S MUSIC SCENE

To truly appreciate the Secret To My
Success  Soundtrack ,  one  must
understand  the  musical  landscape  of
1987.  This  was  a  period  of  transition.
The raw, gritty sounds of early 80s new

wave  were  giving  way  to  a  more
p o l i s h e d ,  c o m m e r c i a l  s o u n d .
Synthesizers were everywhere, and the
power  ballad  was  at  its  peak.  The
soundtrack  exists  perfectly  within  this
context. It is a product of its time, but it
is also a high-water mark for the genre.
It represents the sound of optimism and
excess,  two  defining  characteristics  of
the  late  80s.
This  was  also  a  t ime  when  movie
soundtracks  were  monumenta l
commercial  forces.  Think  of  Top  Gun,
Foot loose ,  and  Di r ty  Danc ing .
Soundtracks  were not  just  promotional
tools;  they  were  massive  artistic  and
financial products in their own right. The
Secret  To  My  Success  Soundtrack
was  part  of  this  golden  era.  It  was
designed to be listened to outside the
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theater, to fuel workouts, road trips, and
daydreams.  The  producers  understood
they were creating a product that had to
function  as  a  stand-alone  album,  and
they succeeded admirably.  It  holds  its
own against the other great soundtracks
of  the  era,  offering  a  cohesive  and
satisfying  listening  experience  that
doesn't  require  the  movie  to  be
enjoyable.

LYRICAL THEMES OF AMBITION
AND SELF-BELIEF

One of the most striking aspects of the
lyrics throughout this soundtrack is their
unflinching  focus  on  ambition.  Every
song  seems to  be  about  climbing  the
ladder, proving yourself, or holding onto
a  dream.  Lines  about  working  hard,
playing hard,  and never  giving up are

repeated throughout. While some might
view  this  as  simple  commercial  pop,
there  is  a  genuine earnestness  to  the
songwrit ing.  The  Secret  To  My
Success Soundtrack takes its audience
seriously.  It  assumes  that  the  listener
has big dreams and is willing to fight for
them.
This thematic focus is what makes the
soundtrack  so  motivational.  It’s  music
that makes you want to take action. It
speaks to the inner drive that exists in
anyone who has ever wanted more out
of  life.  The  lyrics  avoid  cynicism  and
instead  embrace  a  kind  of  hopeful
determination. In a world that often feels
complicated  and  discouraging,  the
directness  of  these  songs  can  be
incredibly  refreshing.  They  remind  us
that believing in yourself is not naive; it
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is essential. This directness is a core part
of  the soundtrack's identity and a key
reason  why  it  has  aged  so  well  for
anyone in need of a motivational boost.

THE VISUAL CONNECTION: HOW
MUSIC ELEVATED THE FILM’S
SCENES

Great  filmmaking  is  about  synergy,  and
t h e  S e c r e t  T o  M y  S u c c e s s
Soundtrack  demonstrates  this
perfectly.  Consider  the  opening
sequence. As the title appears on screen
against the iconic silhouette of the New
York  skyline,  the  Night  Ranger  song
kicks  in.  It  instantly  establishes  the
tempo and tone of the entire movie. We
know immediately, just from the music,
that this is going to be a fast, fun, and
triumphant  ride.  This  is  the  power  of

effective  scoring  and  soundtrack
placement.
The  music  is  also  used  brilliantly  to
underscore  the  transformation  of  the
protagonist.  In  the early  scenes,  when
Brantley is struggling, the music is more
subdued,  even  melancholic.  As  he
begins  to  find his  footing,  the  energy  of
the  soundtrack  builds  alongside  his
confidence.  The  moment  he  finally
secures  his  success,  the  music  swells,
giving the audience the emotional payoff
they’ve been waiting for. The soundtrack
doesn't  just  tell  you  what  to  feel;  it
makes  you  feel  it  viscerally.  This
masterful  integration  of  music  and
narrative  is  what  separates  a  good
soundtrack  from  a  great  one.  The
Secret To My Success Soundtrack is
not  background  noise;  it  is  an  active



Secret To My Success Soundtrack 9

9

participant in the storytelling.

LEGACY AND WHY IT STILL
MATTERS TODAY

In the age of streaming, where millions
of  songs  are  available  at  our  fingertips,
the curated soundtrack has taken on a
new meaning. We now actively seek out
music  that  can  provide  a  specific  mood
or energy. The Secret To My Success
Soundtrack has found a second life in
this environment. It is a perfect playlist
for  anyone  who  needs  a  shot  of  80s
nostalgia or a boost of productivity. The
songs  are  timeless  in  their  appeal
because  they  tap  into  universal
emotions: the desire to achieve, the fear
of failure, and the joy of victory.
Furthermore, the soundtrack serves as a
perfect  entry  point  for  younger

generations discovering the music of the
80s.  It  is  accessible,  polished,  and
bursting with energy. It offers a snapshot
of a unique period in music history when
production was lush, melodies were king,
and rock was still the dominant force on
the radio. The legacy of this soundtrack
is not just that it was popular when the
movie came out; it is that it continues to
be  discovered  and  enjoyed  by  new
audiences.  It  is  a  testament  to  the
quality  of  the  songwriting  and  the
production that these songs still  sound
fresh and exciting decades later.
For fans of Michael J. Fox, the music is
also a way to reconnect with one of his
most iconic performances. It provides a
sonic  backdrop  to  a  character  who  is
determined,  charming,  and relentlessly
optimistic.  The  soundtrack  and  Fox’s
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performance  are  intertwined,  each
enhancing  the  other.  To  listen  to  the
album is  to  revisit  that  character  and
that  version  of  the  American  Dream,
even if just for a moment.

WHY COLLECTORS STILL SEEK
OUT THE PHYSICAL ALBUM

I n  an  era  dominated  by  d ig i ta l
downloads,  there  is  a  surprising
renaissance  for  physical  media.  Vinyl
records,  in  particular,  have  seen  a
massive resurgence. The Secret To My
Success  Soundtrack  is  a  prized
possession  for  many  collectors.  The

album cover, featuring Michael J. Fox in
his signature 80s power suit,  is iconic.
Holding the vinyl, with its larger artwork,
adds a tactile dimension to the listening
experience that digital cannot replicate.
The  warmth  of  the  analog  sound,
especially  on  a  well-mastered  vinyl
pressing, brings a new depth to tracks
like  "Everlasting  Love"  and  "Don’t  Be
Afraid of the Dark."
Collectors also appreciate the album as
a  historical  artifact.  It  represents  the
p e a k  o f  t h e  8 0 s  s o u n d t r a c k
phenomenon.  It  is  a  snapshot  of  a
particular moment in


