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UNVEILING THE WORLD OF
LEGENDS OF CHIMA: THE
ANIMATED SERIES

In  the  landscape  of  ear ly  2010s
children's animation, one series carved a
unique  niche  with  its  blend  of  tribal
mythology,  elemental  magic,  and
anthropomorphic  adventure.  Legends
of Chima The Animated Series  is  a
captivating journey into a world where
animals walk, talk, and wage war over a
mystical  energy  source  known as  Chi.
Produced  by  the  Lego  Group  and
animated  by  M2Film  and  The  Monk
Studio,  the  series  aired  on  Cartoon
Network  from 2013 to  2014,  spanning
three seasons and a total of 41 episodes.
While  it  may  not  have  achieved  the
lasting mainstream recognition of some
of its contemporaries, the show remains
a  deeply  engaging  piece  of  fantasy
storytelling that deserves a closer look.

THE CORE PREMISE: WHAT IS THE
LEGENDS OF CHIMA ANIMATED
SERIES?

At its heart, the Legends of Chima The
Animated  Series  is  a  story  about
balance,  greed,  and  redemption.  The
narrative unfolds on the mystical land of
Chima, a lush, vibrant world divided into
various  tribes—each  represented  by  a
different  animal.  These  tribes  fly,  swim,
or run across the landscape, but they all

share one common need: the power of
Chi.  Chi  is  a  magical,  l i fe-giving
substance  that  flows  from  the  sacred
Mount  Cavora .  When  p roper l y
harnessed,  Chi  allows  the  animals  to
walk  on  two  legs,  bui ld  complex
machines, and even fly using specialized
vehicles.
The  central  conflict  ignites  when  one
tribe, the Crocodiles, led by the cunning
Cragger,  decides  to  hoard  the  Chi  for
themselves.  This  act  of  greed disrupts
the ancient peace, plunging Chima into a
full-scale  war.  The  series  primarily
follows Laval, a young, headstrong Lion
prince, as he tries to restore peace and
understanding  between  the  warring
factions. The story is not merely a simple
good-versus-evil  narrative;  it  explores
the grey areas of leadership, the pain of
loss, and the difficulty of forgiveness.

The Life Force of
Chima:
Understanding
Chi
Contrary to a simple fuel source, Chi in
this universe is a sentient-like energy. It
possesses the ability to grant immense
physical  power  and  speed,  but  it  also
corrupts  those  who  use  it  with  selfish
intent.  When an animal consumes Chi,
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they  enter  a  state  known as  "Chi-fu,"
where their eyes glow brightly and their
physical  attributes  are  heightened.
However,  consuming too much Chi,  or
using  it  aggressively,  leads  to  a  dark
transformation  known  as  the  "Chi-
pocalypse,"  turning  the  user  into  a
mindless,  savage beast.  This mechanic
serves  as  a  powerful  metaphor  for
addiction and the dangers of unchecked
ambition, giving the Legends of Chima
The  Animated  Series  a  surprising
depth  for  a  children's  program.

THE TRIBES OF CHIMA: A
DIVERSE CAST OF CHARACTERS

One of the most compelling aspects of
the show is its extensive roster of tribes,
each  with  distinct  cultures,  aesthetics,
and vehicles. The diversity ensures that
viewers can find a character or tribe they
identify with, making the world feel vast
and lived-in.

The Lion Tribe
(The Lions)
The  Lions  are  portrayed  as  the  noble
guardians of Chima and the keepers of
the "Code of Chima," an ancient system
of  laws  that  promotes  fairness  and
respect.  The  protagonist,  Laval,  is  a
member of this tribe. He is impulsive but
compassionate, often driven by his heart
rather  than  his  head.  His  father,
Lagravis, is the wise elder king who tries
to  maintain  peace  through  diplomacy.
The Lions represent order,  justice, and
the status quo. Their vehicles are usually
gold  and  orange,  reflecting  their  regal
status.

The Crocodile
Tribe (The Crocs)
Led by Cragger and his sister Crominus,
the  Crocodi les  are  the  pr imary
antagonists  of  the  first  season.  Cragger
is  not  evil  by nature;  his  descent  into
villainy is triggered by the tragic loss of
his  parents,  whom  he  believes  were
killed by the Lions. This backstory makes
him  a  tragic  figure  rather  than  a
cartoonish  villain.  The  Crocs  are  fierce,
militaristic,  and  resourceful.  They
represent raw emotion, revenge, and the
breaking of tradition. Their vehicles are
rugged  and  swamp-ready,  painted  in
dark greens and browns.

The Wolf Tribe
(The Wolves)
The Wolves are the master hunters of
Chima. Led by Wilhurt, they are stealthy,
cunning, and often act as mercenaries or
scouts. They ride swift  motorbikes and
snowmobiles,  making  them  highly
mobile.  The  Wolves  are  neither  fully
good nor fully evil; they often follow the
strongest leader or the most promising
opportunity. Their culture values cunning
and survival above all else.

The Eagle Tribe
(The Eagles)
The Eagles,  led by Eris,  are the aerial
guardians  of  Chima.  They  are  noble,
swift, and value freedom above all else.
Eris is one of Laval's closest friends and
often  acts  as  the  voice  of  reason
between  the  hot-headed  Lions  and
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Crocodiles.  The  Eagles  reside  in  the
floating city of Spire Isle, a breathtaking
location  that  showcases  the  show's
creative  world-building.  Their  vehicles
are sleek aircraft and gliders.

Other Notable
Tribes

Rhinos: The brute force of Chima,
known for their strength and
loyalty. They serve primarily as
guards and heavy infantry.
Beavers: The engineers and
builders. They are industrious,
practical, and often caught in the
middle of larger conflicts.
Ravens: The scavengers and
spies. They are opportunistic and
love treasure.
Gorillas: The wise sages of the
jungle. They are peaceful,
intelligent, and protect the ancient
secrets of the jungle.
Bears: The polar tribe living in the
frozen north. They are tough,
independent, and territorial.
Wolves (Ice Hunters): A distinct
sub-tribe of Wolves adapted to
arctic life, riding snow vehicles and
hunting mammoths.

PLOT EVOLUTION: FROM CIVIL
WAR TO COSMIC THREATS

One of the strengths of the Legends of
Chima The Animated Series is how its
plot  evolves  across  its  three  seasons,
expanding the scope of the conflict from
a tribal spat to a cosmic struggle.

Season 1: The
Chi War
The inaugural season focuses on the war
between the Lions and the Crocodiles.
Laval  tries  to  stop  the  fighting  before  it
escalates,  but  he  discovers  that  the
history  he  was  taught  may  not  be
entirely accurate. The season ends with
a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l
misunderstanding,  showing  that
communication  and  empathy  can
overcome even deep-seated hatred. The
season  finale,  "The  Great  Story,"  sees
the origin of Chima revealed through a
shared storytelling session between the
warring  tribes,  a  beautifully  done
narrative  device  that  promotes  unity.

Season 2:
Legend of the
Fire Chi
With the civil war resolved, a new threat
emerges:  a  mysterious  adventurer
named Sir  Fangar awakens an ancient
evil  known  as  the  Ice  Hunters.  This
season  introduces  the  concept  of  the
"Fire Chi," a rare and volatile form of Chi
that is the only thing that can stop the
Ice Hunter's frozen tyranny. The setting
shifts from the lush jungles of Chima to
the frozen tundra of the Outlands. This
season raises the stakes and forces the
previously warring tribes to unite against
a  common  enemy.  Laval's  character
matures significantly as he learns to lead
not just with his heart, but with strategic
thinking.
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Season 3: Quest
for the Golden
Chi
The third and final season shifts towards
a  more  mythological  adventure.  Laval
and his friends are sent to a mysterious
realm known as  the  "Outlands"  where
they  discover  the  existence  of  the
"Golden Chi." This Chi is said to possess
incredible power that can reshape reality
itself.  The  season  explores  the  conflict
between  order  and  chaos,  introducing
the character of "The Great Storyteller,"
a cosmic being who oversees the fate of
Chima.  This  season  wraps  up  the
character  arcs,  giving  each  major
character  a  satisfying  emotional
conclusion.  The  finale  emphasizes  that
true power lies not in the Chi itself, but
in  the  bonds  o f  f r i endsh ip  and
community.

THEMES AND LESSONS IN THE
SHOW

While it is a children's show, Legends of
Chima The Animated Series  tackles
several  mature  themes with  surprising
sophistication.

Environmental
Balance
The  central  resource,  Chi,  is  a  direct
allegory for natural resources like water
or oil. The show explores what happens
when one group tries to monopolize a
s h a r e d  r e s o u r c e .  T h e
consequences—environmental  decay,
war, and suffering—are starkly depicted.

This  provides  a  valuable  lesson  about
sustainability  and  sharing  for  young
viewers.

Forgiveness and
Redemption
Cragger's arc is a powerful exploration of
how  grief  can  corrupt  a  person.  The
show does not let him off easy; he has to
earn the trust of the Lions through acts
of  genuine  sacrifice.  This  teaches  that
while  mistakes  have  consequences,
redemption is always possible if one is
willing  to  change.  The  relationship
between  Laval  and  Cragger  is  the
e m o t i o n a l  c o r e  o f  t h e  s e r i e s ,
demonstrating that even the deepest of
enmities can be reconciled.

Leadership and
Responsibility
Laval  is  reluctant  to  become king.  He
believes  that  his  impulsiveness  makes
him unfit for the throne. Throughout the
series,  he  learns  that  being  a  good
leader  is  not  about  being perfect,  but
about listening, learning, and putting the
needs of  others  before  your  own ego.
This is a mature depiction of leadership
that  resonates  with  both  children  and
adults.

PRODUCTION, ANIMATION, AND
LEGACY

The animation quality of the Legends of
Chima  The  Animated  Series  was
notable  for  its  time.  The  character
models  are  clean,  expressive,  and
faithful to the Lego aesthetic. The battle
sequences  are  fluid,  and  the  vehicle
designs  are  imaginative—a  treat  for
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Lego  enthusiasts.  The  music  score,
composed by Anthony Lledo and Peter-
John  Vettese,  is  epic  and  cinematic,
giving  the  show  a  grand,  fantasy-film
feel.
However,  the  series  was  primarily
designed to support the toy line of the
same  name.  This  commercial  intent
sometimes leads to disjointed plotlines
where  certain  episodes  feel  l ike
extended commercials  for  new vehicle
sets. Despite this, the writers managed
to  weave the  toy  requirements  into  a
coherent story. The voice cast, featuring
actors  like  Scott  Shantz  (Laval),  David
Attar  (Cragger),  and  Christian  Potenza
(Crominus), delivers solid performances
that bring the characters to life.
Unfortunately,  the  series  was  not
renewed for a fourth season. The Lego
theme was eventually phased out, and
the show faded from the public eye. It
did  not  achieve  the  long-term cultural
impact of other Lego media like Bionicle
or  Lego  Ninjago:  Masters  of  Spinjitzu.
However, among its fanbase, the series
is remembered fondly for its ambitious
storytelling and unique world.

Why You Should
Watch It
If  you  are  looking  for  a  show  that
combines epic  fantasy,  deep lore,  and
genuinely touching character moments,
Legends  of  Chima  The  Animated
Series  is  a hidden gem. It  avoids the
trap of  being "just  a  toy commercial."
The animal tribes are not just aesthetic
choices;  they  inform  the  culture,
architecture,  and politics  of  the  world.

The  dialogue  is  snappy,  the  humor  is
light  without  being  annoying,  and  the
emotional stakes are real.
For parents watching with their children,
the  series  offers  a  safe  yet  engaging
narrative that promotes positive values
without  being  preachy.  For  older
viewers,  the  show's  exploration  of
political unrest, resource inequality, and
generat ional  trauma  provides  a
surprising depth that rewards attention.
It  is  a  show  that  understands  its
audience,  respecting  their  intelligence
while delivering the action and spectacle
that kids crave.

FINAL THOUGHTS ON LEGENDS
OF CHIMA THE ANIMATED SERIES

In conclusion, Legends of Chima The
Animated Series deserves recognition
as a creative and heartfelt entry in the
world of animated fantasy television. It
successfully created a rich universe with
complex  characters,  compell ing
conflicts,  and  a  unique  visual  style.  The
narrative  arc,  spanning  from a  simple
civil war to a cosmic battle for the soul of
reality, showcases ambitious storytelling
that few children's shows attempt. While
it may not have reached the legendary
status  of  some of  its  peers,  for  those
who take the time to explore the animal
kingdoms of Chima, the journey is well
worth  i t .  The  ser ies  stands  as  a
testament  to  the  idea  that  even
properties  built  around  toys  can  tell
powerful, original stories if the creators
care about the world and the characters
enough. Whether you are a long-time fan
revisiting old memories or a newcomer
curious  about  this  colorful  world,  the
adventures of  Laval,  Cragger,  and Eris
are ready to welcome you.


