
A Rose For Emily Quiz Answers 1

A Rose For Emily
Quiz Answers

A Rose For
Emily Quiz
Answers

Downloaded
from

remodelicious.com
by Gretchen &

Phillips

UNDERSTANDING
WILLIAM
FAULKNER’S
MASTERPIECE
THROUGH A ROSE
FOR EMILY QUIZ
QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS

Will iam  Faulkner’s
short story “A Rose for
Emily” remains one of
the  most  studied  and
analyzed  works  in
American  literature.
First published in 1930,
this  Gothic tale set  in
the  fictional  town  of
Jefferson,  Mississippi,
continues  to  captivate

r e a d e r s  w i t h  i t s
complex  narrative
structure,  haunting
t h e m e s ,  a n d
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
p r o t a g o n i s t .  F o r
students,  educators,
and literary enthusiasts
alike, engaging with A
Rose For Emily quiz
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers  offers  a
p o w e r f u l  w a y  t o
d e e p e n
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
u n c o v e r  h i d d e n
meanings,  and  test
one’s  grasp  of  the
story’s  many  layers.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
preparing for an exam,
leading  a  classroom
discussion,  or  simply
revisiting this classic, a
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well-crafted  set  of
q u e s t i o n s  c a n
illuminate  details  you
m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e
overlook.  This  article
provides  a  thorough
exploration of the story
through  carefu l ly
d e s i g n e d  q u i z
questions,  detailed
answers, and insightful
analysis that will enrich
y o u r  r e a d i n g
experience.

THE STORY AT A
GLANCE: SETTING
THE STAGE FOR
YOUR QUIZ

Before  div ing  into
specific  A  Rose  For
Emily quiz questions
and  answers ,  it  is
helpful  to  recall  the
essential  elements  of
the narrative. Faulkner
tells  the  story  in  five
sections,  moving  back
and  forth  in  time  to
reveal  the  l i fe  and
d e a t h  o f  E m i l y
Gr ierson,  the  last

surviving member of a
o n c e - p r o m i n e n t
Southern  family.  The
townspeople serve as a
collective  narrator,
p i ec i ng  t oge the r
fragments  of  gossip,
observa t ion ,  and
memory.  Key  events
include Emily’s  refusal
t o  pay  t axes ,  he r
relationship  with  the
Northern  day  laborer
Homer  Barron,  her
purchase  of  arsenic,
and  the  shock ing
discovery  made  after
her  funeral.  Because
the  story  employs  a
non-linear timeline and
rich symbolism, careful
reading  is  essential.
Quizzing  yourself  with
targeted  questions
h e l p s  c l a r i f y  t h e
sequence  of  events
and the motivations of
characters.

SECTION ONE:
BASIC
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COMPREHENSION
QUESTIONS

The most foundational
A  Rose  For  Emily
quiz  questions  and
answers focus on plot,
character, and setting.
T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s
ensure  you  have  a
solid  understanding  of
what actually happens
in  the  story,  which  is
critical  before  moving
into interpretation.

Question
1: Who is
the
narrator
of “A
Rose for

Emily”?
Answer:  The  narrator
i s  a n  u n n a m e d
c o l l e c t i v e  v o i c e
rep resen t ing  the
t o w n s p e o p l e  o f
Jefferson.  This  first-
person  plural  narrator
uses  “we”  and  “our”
throughout  the  story,
giving  readers  the
perspective  of  the
community rather than
any  single  individual.
T h e  u s e  o f  t h i s
collective  narrator  is
significant  because  it
shows how gossip and
public  opinion  shape
our  understanding  of
Emily’s  l i fe.  When
working  through  A
Rose For Emily quiz
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers,  recognizing
the  narrator’s  identity
i s  c r u c i a l  f o r
interpreting  bias  and
reliability.
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Question
2: Why
does
Colonel
Sartoris
remit
Emily’s
taxes?
Answer:  Co lone l
Sartoris,  the  former
mayor  of  Jefferson,
remits Emily’s taxes as
a  favor  to  her  father
after  his  death.  He
fabricates a story that
Mr. Grierson had once
loaned  money  to  the
town,  and  the  tax
remission  serves  as
repayment.  In  reality,
this act is a gesture of

noblesse oblige—a way
for  the  old  Southern
gentry to take care of
the i r  own  wi thout
caus ing  Emi ly  the
embarrassment  of
accepting charity. This
d e t a i l  a p p e a r s
frequently  in  A  Rose
F o r  E m i l y  q u i z
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers  because  it
establishes  the  town’s
paternalistic  attitude
toward Emily from the
very beginning.

Question
3: What
does
Emily buy
from the



A Rose For Emily Quiz Answers 5

5

druggist,
and why
does she
refuse to
state its

purpose?
Answer:  Emily  buys
arsen ic ,  a  dead ly
po i son .  When  the
druggist asks what she
intends  to  use  it  for,
she refuses to answer,
and the transaction is
completed  with  only
her  name recorded in
the  reg i s t r y .  The
arsenic comes in a box
labeled “For rats.” This
moment is  one of  the
most  ominous  in  the
story and is a staple of
A  Rose  For  Emily
quiz  questions  and
answers .  Readers

later realize that Emily
intended  the  poison
not for rodents but for
Homer Barron, making
this  a  key  piece  of
foreshadowing.

SECTION TWO:
CHARACTER
ANALYSIS
QUESTIONS

Moving  beyond  basic
plot  points,  effective  A
Rose For Emily quiz
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers  exp lo re
character  motivation,
development,  and
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
Understanding  Emily
Gr ierson  requires
u n p a c k i n g  h e r
psychology  and  the
societal  forces  that
shaped  her.

Question
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4: How
does
Emily’s
father
influence
her life
and her
later

actions?
Answer: Emily’s father
is a domineering figure
who drives away all of
her  suitors,  believing
that  no  man  is  good
enough for a Grierson.
H e  k e e p s  E m i l y
i s o l a t e d  a n d
dependent,  and  after
his death, she refuses

to  acknowledge  it  for
three days, insisting he
is  s t i l l  a l ive .  Th is
refusal  to  accept  loss
becomes  a  pattern  in
E m i l y ’ s  l i f e .  H e r
father’s  influence  is
centra l  to  many  A
Rose For Emily quiz
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers  because  it
explains her inability to
f o r m  h e a l t h y
relationships  and  her
desperate need to hold
onto  people,  even  in
death.  The  father’s
portrait, which remains
in the house, serves as
a constant reminder of
his control.

Question
5:
Describe
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the
relationsh
ip
between
Emily and
Homer

Barron.
A n s w e r :  H o m e r
Barron  is  a  Northern
day laborer who comes
to Jefferson to pave the
s i d e w a l k s .  H e  i s
outgoing, popular, and
the  opposite  of  the
reserved  Emily.  The
townspeople  initially
believe they will marry,
but rumors spread that
Homer  prefers  men
and  that  he  has  no
intention  of  settling
down.  Despite  this,

Emily  is  seen  riding
with  him  in  a  yellow-
wheeled  buggy  on
Sunday  afternoons.
Their  relationship  is
marked  by  tension
between Emily’s desire
for companionship and
Homer’s  apparent
reluctance  to  commit.
In A Rose For Emily
quiz  questions  and
a n s w e r s ,  t h i s
relationship  is  often
examined  to  highlight
Emily’s  desperation
a n d  h e r  u l t i m a t e
solution to the problem
of  abandonment:  she
murders  Homer  to
keep him permanently.

Question
6: What
role does
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Tobe,
Emily’s
servant,
play in

the story?
Answer :  T o b e  i s
E m i l y ’ s  B l a c k
m a n s e r v a n t  w h o
hand les  a l l  o f  her
interactions  with  the
outside  world.  He  is
silent, loyal, and highly
p r o t e c t i v e  o f  h i s
mistress.  He does  the
shopping,  tends  the
house,  and  admits
visitors.  After  Emily’s
death, Tobe opens the
f ront  door  fo r  the
townspeople,  then
walks  out  the  back
door and is never seen
again. Tobe’s character
is  often included in  A
Rose For Emily quiz

q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers  because  he
represents the unseen
labor  that  sustains
Emily’s  life  and  also
serves as a gatekeeper
to  her  secrets.  His
departure  at  the  end
signals the final closing
o f  t h e  G r i e r s o n
chapter.

SECTION THREE:
SYMBOLISM AND
THEME QUESTIONS

Truly comprehensive A
Rose For Emily quiz
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers must address
t h e  s t o r y ’ s  r i c h
symbolic  landscape
and its  major  themes.
Faulkner  uses  objects,
settings, and events to
c o n v e y  d e e p e r
meanings  about  the
Old  South,  time,  and
human nature.
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Question
7: What
does
Emily’s
house
symbolize

?
Answer: Emily’s house
is  a  symbol  o f  the
decaying  Old  South.
Once  a  grand,  white,
pillared  mansion  on  a
prominent street, it has
fallen  into  disrepair
and is now an eyesore
surrounded by modern
industrial  buildings.
The  house  represents
the stubborn refusal of
the  old  aristocracy  to
adapt  to  change.  It  is
a l s o  a  p h y s i c a l

manifestation of  Emily
h e r s e l f — i m p o s i n g ,
m y s t e r i o u s ,  a n d
deteriorating.  Many  A
Rose For Emily quiz
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers  explore  the
house as an extended
metapho r  f o r  t he
Gr ierson  fami ly ’s
d e c l i n e  a n d  t h e
broader  societal  shifts
happening in the post-
Civil War South.

Question
8: What
is the
significan
ce of the
strand of
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gray hair
found on
the

pillow?
Answer: The strand of
gray hair found on the
indented pillow next to
H o m e r  B a r r o n ’ s
skeleton is one of the
most disturbing details
in the story. It indicates
that Emily slept beside
the corpse of her dead
lover,  likely  for  many
years after his murder.
The gray hair suggests
that Emily was an older
w o m a n  w h e n  s h e
committed  this  act,
which adds a layer of
tragedy  and  pathos.
T h i s  i m a g e  i s
unforgettable  and
appears  in  a lmost
every  discussion  of  A
Rose For Emily quiz

q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers .  It  forces
readers to confront the
depths  o f  Emi ly ’ s
lonel iness  and  her
pathological  need  for
companionship,  even
in  death.

Question
9: What
does the
title “A
Rose for
Emily”
mean?
Answer:  The  title  is
rich  with  interpretive
poss ib i l i t y  and  i s
perhaps  the  most
frequently  debated
element in A Rose For
Emily quiz questions
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and answers.  A  rose
i s  t r ad i t i ona l l y  a
symbol of love, tribute,
and  remembrance.
S ince  Emi ly  never
receives a rose in the
story, the title may be
Fau lkner ’s  g i f t  to
h e r — a  s y m b o l i c
offering  from  the
author  to  his  tragic
c h a r a c t e r .
Alternatively,  the  rose
could  represent  the
pity  the  townspeople
feel for Emily, or even
the  hidden  beauty
beneath her  hardened
exterior.  Some  critics
also suggest the rose is
a  nod  to  the  rose-
colored  room  where
Homer’s  body  l ies,
preserved like a dried
flower.  The  title
remains  intentionally
ambiguous,  inviting
readers  to  form  their
own interpretations.

SECTION FOUR:

NARRATIVE
STRUCTURE AND
TECHNIQUE
QUESTIONS

Faulkner’s  narrative
choices are a hallmark
of his style.  Advanced
A  Rose  For  Emily
quiz  questions  and
answers examine how
the  story  is  told,  not
just what is told.

Question
10: Why
does
Faulkner
tell the
story out
of
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chronolog
ical

order?
Answer:  Faulkner’s
non-linear  structure
s e r v e s  s e v e r a l
purposes.  F i rst ,  i t
m i r r o r s  t h e  w a y
memory works—events
are  recal led  not  in
s e q u e n c e  b u t  b y
a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d
emotional  significance.
Second ,  i t  bu i l d s
suspense and mystery.
The  story  opens  with
Emily’s funeral and the
discovery of her secret,
then  loops  back  to
e x p l a i n  h o w  s h e
arrived  at  that  point.
This  structure  keeps
readers  engaged  and
forces  them  to  piece
together  the  narrative
puzzle. In A Rose For
Emily quiz questions
and  answers ,  this

technique  is  often
p r a i s e d  f o r  i t s
effectiveness  in
c reat ing  a  Goth ic
atmosphere  of  decay
and  revelation.  The
fragmented  timeline
also  reflects  the
fragmented  state  of
Emily’s psyche and the
crumbling world of the
Old South.

Question
11: What
is the
effect of
using the
first-
person
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plural
“we” as
the

narrator?
Answer:  The  first-
person  plural  narrator
creates  a  sense  of
community and shared
experience.  The  town
speaks  as  one  voice,
which means we never
get  Emily’s  private
thoughts  or  feelings.
S h e  r e m a i n s  a n
enigma, observed from
the  ou t s ide .  Th i s
n a r r a t i v e  c h o i c e
distances readers from
Emily,  making  her
more  mysterious  and
t r a g i c .  I t  a l s o
i m p l i c a t e s  t h e
townspeople—and  by
e x t e n s i o n ,  t h e
reader—in  the  gossip
and  judgment  that

define  Emily’s  public
identity. Many A Rose
F o r  E m i l y  q u i z
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers focus on this
n a r r a t i v e  v o i c e
because it  shapes the
e n t i r e  r e a d i n g
experience  and  raises
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
empathy and collective
responsibility.

SECTION FIVE:
ADVANCED
INTERPRETATION
AND CRITICAL
THINKING
QUESTIONS

For those who want to
go  even  deeper,  the
following A Rose For
Emily quiz questions
a n d  a n s w e r s
encourage  crit ical
analysis  and  personal
reflection.
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Question
12: How
does the
story
comment
on the
transition
from the
Old South
to the
New

South?
Answer:  “A  Rose  for
Emi ly”  is ,  in  many
ways,  a  story  about

change and resistance
to  change.  The  Old
South  is  represented
by  Emily’s  father,  the
Grierson name, and the
aristocratic  code  of
honor. The New South
is  represented  by
modernization:  the
paved  sidewalks,  the
ma i l  se rv i ce ,  t he
industrial  buildings
encroaching on Emily’s
street. Emily herself is
a relic of the old order,
and her refusal to pay
taxes, her denial of her
father’s death, and her
m u r d e r  o f  H o m e r
Barron  are  all  acts  of
rebellion  against  time
and  progress.  In  A
Rose For Emily quiz
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers, this theme is
o f ten  exp lored  to
understand  Faulkner’s
critique  of  both  the
romanticized  past  and
the impersonal  future.
The story suggests that
clinging  too  tightly  to
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the  past  can  lead  to
madness and isolation.

Question
13: Is
Emily a
villain, a
victim, or
somethin
g in
between?
Answer: This is one of
the  most  debated

q u e s t i o n s  i n  a n y
collection  of  A  Rose
F o r  E m i l y  q u i z
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
answers .  On  one
hand, Emily is clearly a
m u r d e r e r  w h o
p o i s o n e d  H o m e r
Barron  and  kept  his
corpse in her bed. On
the other hand, she is
a  p r o d u c t  o f  h e r
environment—raised
by a controlling father,
a b a n d o n e d  b y
potential  suitors,  and
left alone in a changing
world  that  no  longer
has  a  place  for  her.
She is also a victim of
the town’s gossip and
pity. Most readers and
critics agree that Emily


