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INTRODUCTION TO
MCC CODES IN THE
US MARINE CORPS

The term Mcc Codes
List Usmc often arises
in the context of
government travel,
procurement, and
financial management
within the United
States Marine Corps
(USMC). MCC stands
for Merchant
Category Codes,
which are four-digit
numbers assigned to
businesses to classify
the type of goods or
services they provide.
For the USMC, these
codes are essential for
tracking purchases,

managing travel
expenses, and
ensuring compliance
with Department of
Defense (DoD)
regulations.
Understanding the Mcc
Codes List Usmc is
crucial for Marine
Corps personnel,
finance officers, and
vendors who interact
with the USMC
payment systems. This
article provides a
comprehensive
overview of MCC codes
as they apply to the
USMC, their
significance, common
categories, and how to
obtain the official list.

WHAT ARE
MERCHANT



https://remodelicious.com/

(MCCS)?

Merchant Category
Codes are standardized
numbers used by
credit card networks
(Visa, Mastercard,
American Express,
etc.) to categorize
merchant types. For
example, a restaurant
might have MCC 5812,
while an airline has
MCC 4511. In the
context of the Mcc
Codes List Usmc,
these codes help the
USMC monitor
spending patterns,
detect fraud, and
enforce spending
policies. The USMC
uses these codes
primarily with the
Government Travel
Charge Card (GTCC)
and the Marine Corps
Purchase Card
program. Each MCC
corresponds to a
specific category of

expense, CATBGORY CODES

automated rules to
block or flag
transactions that
violate regulations.

How MCC
Codes
Are Used
in the
USMC

The USMC relies on
MCC codes for several
critical functions:

e Expense
Monitoring:
Finance officers
can review
spending by
category to
ensure funds are
used
appropriately.

e Policy
Enforcement:

2 Mcc Codes List Usmc

2024-03-31



Mcc Codes List Usmc 3

Certain MCCs
(e.g., casinos,
liquor stores)
may be blocked
entirely on
government
cards.

* Fraud
Detection:
Unusual
transactions in
specific MCCs
can trigger
alerts.

* Budgeting &
Reporting: MCC
codes help in
generating
reports for audits
and
reconciliation.

IMPORTANCE OF
THE MCC CODES
LIST FOR THE
USMC

The Mcc Codes List
Usmc is a vital
reference tool. Without
a clear list, cardholders
and approving officials

may inadvertently
authorize unauthorized
purchases. Moreover,
the USMC must adhere
to the Joint Travel
Regulations (JTR) and
the Federal Travel
Regulation (FTR),
which dictate allowable
expenses. For instance,
travel-related MCCs
like hotels (MCC 7011)
or car rentals (MCC
7512) are generally
allowed, while
entertainment or
gambling MCCs are
prohibited. A current,
comprehensive list
ensures that all parties
understand the
classification of
merchants they
interact with.

Common
MCC



. Computer Stores
Categorle (5732).
e Food & Dining:
S Restaurants
(5812), Fast Food
(5814), Grocery
Relevar]tStores (5411).
e Government

tO th e Services:

Government
U S M C Offices (9399),
Post Offices
While a full list would (9399).
be extensive, here are * Professional
key categories often Services:
found in the Mcc Accounting
Codes List Usmc: (8931), Legal
Services (8111),
e Travel & Consulting
Transportation: (7399).
Airlines (4511), e Vehicle
Hotels (7011), Maintenance:
Car Rentals Gas Stations
(7512), Taxis (5541), Auto
(4121), Repair (7538).
Passenger » Restricted
Railways (4112). Categories:
* Office Supplies Gambling (7995),
& Equipment: Adult
Stationery Stores Entertainment
(5942), Office (5967), Liquor
Furniture (5712), Stores (5921).

4 Mcc Codes List Usmc 2024-03-31



Mcc Codes List Usmc 5

HOW TO OBTAIN
THE OFFICIAL MCC
CODES LIST FOR
USMC

The official Mcc Codes
List Usmc is typically
maintained by the
Defense Travel
Management Office
(DTMO) and the Marine
Corps Financial
Management
Directorate.
Cardholders and
approving officials can
access it through the
following channels:

1. DTMO Website:
The Defense
Travel
Management
Office publishes
an up-to-date list
of MCC codes for
all military
branches,
including the
USMC.

2. Marine Corps
Internal

Systems: The
Standard
Accounting and
Reporting
System (SARS) or
the Marine Corps
Total Force
System (MCTFS)
may contain
embedded MCC
references.

3. Bank Partners:
USMC travel card
providers (e.g.,
US Bank) often
provide a
downloadable
copy of the MCC
list specific to
government
cards.

4. Local Finance
Offices: Each
Marine Corps
installation has a
disbursing or
finance office
that can supply
printed or digital
copies.

It is important to note
that the list may be



updated periodically as
new merchant
categories emerge.
Always verify you are
using the current
version to avoid
compliance issues.

CHALLENGES IN
INTERPRETING THE
MCC CODES LIST

One common challenge
with the Mcc Codes
List Usmc is that a
single merchant may
be assigned multiple
MCCs depending on
the transaction. For
example, a big-box
retailer like Walmart
can appear under MCC
5411 (Grocery) if
buying food, or 5942
(Stationery) if buying
office supplies.
Cardholders must be
vigilant about how the
transaction is
processed.

Additionally, some
MCCs are ambiguous,
such as 7399

(Miscellaneous
Business Services). The
USMC encourages
personnel to use
merchant codes that
most accurately reflect
the purchase purpose.

Best
Practices
for Using
MCC
Codes in
the USMC

To ensure smooth
processing and
compliance, follow
these best practices:

e Verify the MCC
at the Point of
Sale: If possible,
ask the merchant
how the
transaction will
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be coded.

e Use the Correct
Card Program:
Travel cards
should only be
used for travel-
related MCCs;
purchase cards
for supplies and
equipment.

e Document Split
Transactions: If
a single receipt
covers multiple
categories (e.g.,
conference
registration
includes meals),
note the
breakdown.

e Stay Updated:
Regularly review
updates from
DTMO regarding
changes to the
Mcc Codes List
Usmc.

toward more
automated and data-
driven financial
management, MCC
codes will become
even more integral.
Machine learning
algorithms can analyze
MCC data to predict
spending trends,
identify anomalies, and
streamline
reconciliations.
Additionally, the
adoption of electronic
purchase orders and
virtual cards may lead
to more granular MCC
categories. The Mcc
Codes List Usmc will
likely expand to
include new service-
based categories as
the nature of
government
procurement evolves.

CONCLUSION

FUTURE OF MCC
CODES IN THE
USMC

As the USMC moves

Understanding the Mcc
Codes List Usmc is
essential for anyone
involved in USMC



financial  operations,
from cardholders to
auditors. These codes
provide a standardized
way to classify
merchant transactions,
enabling cost control,
policy compliance, and
fraud prevention. By
familiarizing yourself
with the most common
MCC categories,
knowing where to
access the official list,
and applying best

practices, you can
contribute to more
efficient and
transparent spending
within the Marine
Corps. Whether you
are a new Marine
receiving your first
GTCC or a seasoned
finance officer, keeping
the Mcc Codes List
Usmc handy will
support your mission
readiness and fiscal
responsibility.
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