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MASTERING THE
IRS ENROLLED
AGENT EXAM:
YOUR ULTIMATE
STUDY GUIDE

The path to becoming
an Enrolled Agent
(EA) is a challenging
yet deeply rewarding
journey. As the highest
credential the IRS
awards, the EA
designation allows you
to represent taxpayers
before the IRS on any

matter, including
audits, collections, and
appeals. However,

before you can add
those three coveted

letters after your
name, you must
conquer the IRS

Enrolled Agent Exam
Study Guide—or
rather, the exam itself.
This article is designed
to be your
comprehensive
roadmap, offering
detailed strategies, key
insights into the exam
structure, and a
curated IRS Enrolled
Agent Exam Study
Guide to help you pass
with confidence.

Whether you are a tax
professional looking to
expand your practice,
a recent accounting
graduate, or a
seasoned bookkeeper
seeking the ultimate


https://remodelicious.com/

validation of your skills,
this guide will break
down everything you
need to know. We will
cover the exam'’s three

rigorous parts,
effective study
methods,
recommended
resources, and
practical test-taking

tips to ensure you are
fully prepared. Let's
begin your journey
toward becoming a
federally authorized
tax practitioner.

UNDERSTANDING
THE ENROLLED
AGENT EXAM
STRUCTURE

Before diving into
study strategies, it is
crucial to understand
what you are up
against. The IRS
Enrolled Agent
Exam, officially known
as the Special
Enrollment

Examination (SEE), is a

comprehensive test
administered by
Prometric. It consists of
three separate parts,
each focusing on a
distinct area of tax
practice.

Part 1:
Individual
S

This section covers the
taxation of individuals.
You will encounter
questions on gross
income, adjustments,
deductions, credits,
and the Alternative
Minimum Tax (AMT).
Major topics include
filing statuses,
dependency

exemptions, capital
gains and losses, rental
income, and retirement
plan distributions. This
is often the most
intuitive part for many
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test-takers because it
deals with personal tax
scenarios.

Part 2:
Businesse
S

Part 2 is broader and
more complex. It
covers taxation of
business entities,
including sole
proprietorships,

partnerships, C
corporations, and S
corporations. You will
need to master
concepts like business
expenses, depreciation
(MACRS), Section 179
deductions, inventory
methods, and entity-
specific tax
calculations. Pay
special attention to
partnership basis
calculations and
corporate liquidations.

Part 3:
Represen
tation,
Practice,
and
Procedur
es

This part is unique to
the EA exam. It tests
your knowledge of the
ethical and procedural
rules governing
practice before the IRS.
Topics include Circular
230 (the governing
ethics code), the
Taxpayer Bill of Rights,
statute of limitations,
collection procedures
(liens and levies),
offers in compromise,
and the appeals



process. This section is
heavy on memorization
and requires a deep
understanding of IRS
procedures.

Each part is timed at
3.5 hours and contains
100 multiple-choice
guestions. You must
score 70% or higher to
pass each part. You
can take the parts in
any order, and you are
not required to pass all
three on the same day.
This flexibility allows
you to focus on one
section at a time.

CREATING YOUR
PERSONALIZED IRS
ENROLLED AGENT
EXAM STUDY
GUIDE

A generic study plan
will not suffice for an
exam of this caliber.
You need a
personalized IRS
Enrolled Agent Exam
Study Guide tailored

to your learning style,
schedule, and
strengths and
weaknesses. Here is
how to build one from
scratch.

Step 1:
Assess
Your
Current
Knowledg
e

Take a diagnostic test
for each part of the
exam before you start
studying. Many review
providers offer free
sample tests. This will
help you identify which
areas require the most
attention. For example,
if you already work
extensively with
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individual tax returns,
you might spend less
time on Part 1 and
more on Part 3, which
covers ethics and
procedures.

Step 2:
Set a
Realistic
Timeline

The average candidate
spends between 100
and 150 hours studying
per part. If you study
10 hours per week, you
will need roughly 10 to
15 weeks per part. Plan
your exam dates
accordingly. Many
candidates successfully
pass all three parts
within 6 to 12 months.
Be honest with yourself
about your availability
and stick to a
consistent schedule.

Step 3:
Gather
High-
Quality
Study
Materials

Investing in a
reputable review
course is essential.
Here are the most
popular and effective
resources used in a
comprehensive IRS
Enrolled Agent Exam
Study Guide:

e Gleim EA
Review: Known
for its extensive
test bank and
detailed
explanations.
Gleim offers
multiple-choice



questions that
closely mimic the
actual exam.
This is widely
considered the
gold standard for
EA preparation.
PassKey EA
Review: A more
affordable option
that focuses on
teaching
concepts rather
than just drilling
questions.
PassKey is
excellent for
candidates who
prefer to
understand the
"why" behind the
answers.

Fast Forward
Academy:
Offers an
interactive
platform with
adaptive learning
technology. It
tracks your
progress and
adjusts your

study plan based
on your
performance.
Official IRS
Publications:
Do not rely solely
on review
courses.
Download the
relevant IRS
publications
(specifically
Publication 17 for
individuals and
Publication 334
for businesses)
to cross-
reference
complex topics.
This is especially
important for
understanding
nuances that
review courses
may gloss over.
Circular 230:
Print a physical
copy. You will
reference it
constantly when
studying for Part
3.

Irs Enrolled Agent Exam Study 2025-06-20

Guide



Irs Enrolled Agent Exam Study Guide 7

Step 4.

Develop
a Study
Routine

Consistency beats
cramming every time.
Dedicate specific
blocks of time each
day to studying. For
example, study 90
minutes every morning
before work or 2 hours
every evening. Use a
technique called
"active recall": after
reading a section, close
the book and write
down everything you
remember. Then,
check your accuracy.
This method is far

more effective than
passive reading or
highlighting.

Step 5:
Focus on
Weak
Areas

As you take practice
exams, pay close
attention to the
guestions you get
wrong. Do not just read
the correct
answer—understand
why your answer was
wrong and why the
correct answer is right.
Create a "missed
questions" notebook
and review it weekly.
This targeted approach
is a cornerstone of any
effective IRS Enrolled
Agent Exam Study
Guide.

DETAILED STUDY
STRATEGIES FOR




EACH PART

While the general
study principles apply
to all three parts, each
section has unique
challenges that require
specific strategies.

Strategie
s for Part
1:
Individual
S

Start with the basics of
gross income and
exclusions

(Scholarships, gifts, life
insurance proceeds).
Then move to
adjustments (IRA
contributions, student
loan interest) and
itemized deductions
(medical, state and
local taxes, mortgage

interest). Pay special
attention to the
interaction between
credits and deductions.
A deduction reduces
your taxable income,
while a credit reduces
your tax liability dollar-
for-dollar. Master the
difference between
refundable and non-
refundable credits. Use
mnemonics to
remember filing
statuses and qualifying
rules for dependents.
For example, the "six
tests for a qualifying
child" can be
memorized using the
acronym "R.E.S.T.J.E."
(Relationship,
Residency, Support,
Age, Joint Return, and
Citizenship).

Strategie
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s for Part

Businesse

S

Part 2 is more rule-
based and less
intuitive. Create a
cheat sheet for
depreciation methods
(Straight-line, Declining
balance, MACRS).
Understand the
difference between
Section 179 and bonus
depreciation. Practice
calculating partnership
basis

adjustments—this is a
heavily tested topic.
For corporations, focus
on dividend received
deductions and built-in
gains tax for S
corporations. Do not
forget about inventory
valuation methods

(FIFO, LIFO, Weighted
Average) and the
UNICAP rules. Draw
flowcharts to visualize
the flow of income
through different entity

types.

Strategie
s for Part
3:
Represen
tation,
Practice,
and
Procedur
es

This part requires
memorization and
understanding of



procedural rules. Read
Circular 230 multiple
times. Focus on the
rules of practice: who
can represent clients,
what constitutes
disreputable conduct,
and the sanctions for
violating the rules. For
collection procedures,
create a timeline: from
a 30-day letter to a 90-
day letter, to a Notice
of Intent to Levy, and
finally to a levy.
Understand the
difference between
liens (security
interests) and levies
(actual seizures). For
offers in compromise,
memorize the three
grounds for
acceptance: Doubt as
to Liability, Doubt as to

Collectibility, and
Effective Tax
Administration. Use

flashcards for this part,
as there is a significant
amount of terminology
to remember.

10

THE ROLE OF
PRACTICE EXAMS
IN YOUR STUDY
GUIDE

No IRS Enrolled
Agent Exam Study
Guide is complete
without a heavy
emphasis on practice
exams. These serve
multiple critical
purposes:

e Familiarity
with the
format: The
Prometric
interface can be
intimidating.
Practice tests
help you get
used to the
timing,
navigation, and
question style.
Identification
of weak areas:
As mentioned
earlier, practice
exams reveal the
specific topics
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where you need
more review.
Time
management:
You have 3.5
hours for 100
questions, which
amounts to
about 2 minutes
per question.
Practice pacing
yourself so you
don't run out of
time on test day.
Building
stamina: Sitting
for a 3.5-hour
exam is
exhausting.
Taking full-length
practice exams
builds the mental
endurance you
need.

After each practice
exam, spend at least
twice as long reviewing
your answers as you
spent taking the test.
This is where the real
learning happens. Aim
to take at least 5 to 10

11

full-length practice
exams per part before
sitting for the real test.

TEST DAY
PREPARATION AND
TIPS

Arriving at the test
center prepared goes
beyond knowing the
material. Follow these
practical tips to ensure
a smooth testing
experience:

1. Confirm your
appointment:
Double-check the
date, time, and
location.
Prometric test
centers are often
located in
business parks.

. Bring required
identification:
You need a valid,
government-
issued photo ID
(passport or
driver's license).
Your name must
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match exactly
what you used to
register.

. Arrive early:

Arrive at least 30
minutes before
your exam. This
allows time for
check-in
procedures,
including
biometric
scanning and
storing your
personal items.

. What to bring:

Bring your ID and
your scheduling
confirmation. Do
not bring your
phone,
smartwatch,
notes, or
calculator. The
Prometric center
provides a basic
calculator and
scratch paper.

. Manage

anxiety: Take
deep breaths
before starting. If

you encounter a
difficult question,
flag it and move
on. You can
return to it later.
Remember, you
only need 70% to
pass. You do not
need to answer
every question
correctly.

6. Pace yourself:
Check the timer
regularly. If you
are stuck on a
question, make
your best guess
and move on. Do
not spend more
than 3 minutes
on any single
question.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
USING AN IRS
ENROLLED AGENT
EXAM STUDY
GUIDE

Many candidates
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undermine their efforts
by making avoidable
mistakes. Here are the
most common pitfalls
and how to avoid
them:

e Relying only on
one source:
While a review
course is
essential, it
should not be
your only
resource. Cross-
reference with
IRS publications
and take practice
tests from
multiple
providers if
possible.

e Ignoring Part 3
until the end:
Many candidates
focus heavily on
Parts 1 and 2,
treating Part 3 as
an afterthought.
Do not make this
mistake. Part 3
has a high failure
rate because it

13

covers unfamiliar
procedural rules.
Start studying for
it early.

Not simulating
real exam
conditions: If
you practice in a
quiet room with
no time limits,
you are not
preparing
effectively.
Always set a
timer and
eliminate all
distractions when
taking practice
tests.
Neglecting the
Code of
Federal
Regulations
(CFR): The exam
tests specific
sections of the
tax code and
regulations.
While you don't
need to
memorize every
code section
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number, you
should be
familiar with key
sections (e.g.,
280A for home
office
deductions, 1245

for depreciation
recapture).

e Overconfidence
: Passing the EA
exam requires
dedicated effort
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