Michael Jordan Career Scoring Average 1

Michael Jordan Career Scoring

Average

Downloaded from
Michael Jordan Career remodelicious.com by
Scoring Average Jakob & Ayers

THE UNMATCHED BRILLIANCE OF
MICHAEL JORDAN'S CAREER
SCORING AVERAGE

When the conversation turns to
basketball greatness, one name rises
above all others with an almost mythical
presence. Michael Jordan is not merely
remembered as a champion; he is
revered as the purest scoring force the
game has ever witnessed. For fans,
analysts, and aspiring players, the
Michael Jordan career scoring
average of 30.12 points per game
stands as a towering monument of
offensive excellence. This figure is not
just a statistic; it is a testament to
relentless consistency, competitive fire,
and an artistry that redefined what a
scorer could be. To understand the
magnitude of this number, we must go
beyond the surface and explore the
seasons, the obstacles, and the legacy
that make this average the gold
standard in NBA history.

In the modern era of advanced analytics
and pace-and-space offenses, many
have challenged Jordan's records. Yet,
his career scoring average remains a
fortress that few have even approached.
Let us delve into the layers of this
extraordinary achievement and discover
why it continues to captivate basketball
enthusiasts around the globe.

THE DEFINITIVE NUMBER: 30.12
POINTS PER GAME

Michael Jordan finished his NBA regular
season career with a total of 32,292
points scored over 1,072 games. When
you perform the calculation, the result is
a stunning Michael Jordan career
scoring average of 30.12 points per
game. This is the highest career scoring
average in the history of the National
Basketball Association. No player who
has played a significant number of
games has ever averaged more. This
number puts Jordan in a class of his own,
separating him from legends like Wilt
Chamberlain (who averaged 30.07 per
game over a shorter career span) and
modern superstars like LeBron James,
Kevin Durant, and Kobe Bryant.

It is crucial to note that this average is
maintained over a 15-season
professional career, including two
separate retirements. For a player to
sustain such a high level of output for
that many games, through injuries,
defensive schemes, and changing team
dynamics, is nothing short of miraculous.

Why 30.12
Matters More
Than Raw Totals

While total points are often used to
measure longevity and consistency, the
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Michael Jordan career scoring
average measures peak performance
and sustained dominance. Jordan did not
simply play for a long time; he
dominated every single night he stepped
on the floor. This average reflects a
player who was the focal point of every
opposing defense, yet still found ways to
score efficiently and relentlessly. In an
era where hand-checking was legal and
physical contact was the norm, Jordan's
average becomes even more impressive.
It was not achieved in a gimmicky
offense; it was earned through mid-
range mastery, footwork, and an
unbreakable will to win.

SEASON-BY-SEASON
BREAKDOWN OF SCORING
DOMINANCE

The Michael Jordan career scoring
average is not the result of one or two
outlier seasons. It is a consistent pattern
of brilliance. Let us examine the arc of
his scoring journey across his 15 NBA
seasons.

* Rookie Season (1984-85): 28.2
PPG. From the very beginning,
Jordan announced his arrival. As a
rookie, he averaged over 28
points, a feat that immediately
signaled a new era.

e Second Season (1985-86): 22.7
PPG (injury-shortened). A broken
foot limited him to just 18 games.
This is the only season where his
average dipped below 25 points.

e Third Season (1986-87): 37.1
PPG. This was the explosion.
Jordan averaged 37.1 points, the
highest single-season average of
his career and one of the highest
in NBA history.

e 1987-88 Season: 35.0 PPG. He
followed up with 35 points per

game, winning his first MVP and
Defensive Player of the Year in the
same season.

* 1988-89 Season: 32.5 PPG. Even
as he evolved as a playmaker
(averaging 8 assists), his scoring
remained elite.

* 1989-90 Season: 33.6 PPG. This
was the season where the Bulls
began to truly contend.

¢ First Three-Peat Era (1990-91
to 1992-93): 31.5, 30.1, and 32.6
PPG. Jordan won three consecutive
championships and three
consecutive Finals MVPs. His
average never dropped below 30
during these title runs.

e First Retirement & Return
(1994-95): 26.9 PPG. After
returning from a stint in baseball,
Jordan played 17 games at the end
of the season. This is the only
other season where he averaged
under 30 points.

e Second Three-Peat Era
(1995-96 to 1997-98): 30.4,
29.6, and 28.7 PPG. Note that even
in his "older" seasons (age 34), he
still averaged 28.7 points per
game while winning his sixth title.

e Washington Wizards Return
(2001-02 & 2002-03): 22.9 and
20.0 PPG. These seasons, while
remarkable for a 40-year-old
player, did lower his overall career
average slightly. Yet, they also
prove that even at the very end of
his career, he was still a starting-
caliber scorer in the NBA.

When you look at this sequence, the
pattern is clear: for ten full seasons
(excluding his rookie injury, the
abbreviated return, and his Wizards
years), Michael Jordan scored at a rate
that was almost always above 30 points
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per game.

The Impact of
Jordan's
Retirements on
the Average

One of the most fascinating aspects of
the Michael Jordan career scoring
average is how it was affected by his
time away from the game. Had Jordan
played an additional 50 or 60 games in
his prime, his average might have
remained closer to 31 points.
Conversely, his two returns from
retirement happened at ages when his
athletic prime had passed.

His first retirement in 1993 removed the
prime years of his age 31, 32, and 33
seasons. While he may have continued
scoring, it is unlikely he would have
matched his peak averages. The second
return, with the Washington Wizards,
added seasons where his average was
22.9 and 20.0. Without those two
seasons, his career scoring average
would be significantly higher.

HOW DOES IT COMPARE TO
OTHER NBA LEGENDS?

To truly appreciate the Michael Jordan
career scoring average, we must
place it in context against other scoring
titans of the game.

Wilt Chamberlain

(30.07 PPG)

Wilt Chamberlain is the only other player
who comes close to Jordan's average.
However, Wilt's average is calculated
over 1,045 games. For most of his
career, he was over 40 points per game.
However, his average dropped
significantly in his later seasons when he
adopted a more defensive and passing-
oriented role. Jordan's average,
conversely, remained remarkably high
because he was a pure scorer until the
very end.

Elgin Baylor
(27.36 PPG)

Baylor was a phenomenal scorer for his
era, but Jordan's average is nearly 3
points higher over a longer period.

Kevin Durant
(27.3 PPG and
rising)

Kevin Durant is often compared to
Jordan as a pure scorer. Durant is an
incredible talent, but to catch Jordan, he
would need to average over 30 points for

several more seasons while maintaining
health and longevity. It is a difficult task.

LeBron James
(27.1 PPG)

LeBron is the NBA's all-time leading
scorer, but his career average is 27.1
points per game. While LeBron has



incredible longevity, his style is based on
passing and facilitating as much as
scoring. Jordan's dedication to scoring is
unmatched.

Kobe Bryant
(25.0 PPG)

Kobe is often considered the closest heir
to Jordan's scoring legacy. However, his
career average is lower because of his
early bench role and his later seasons
after his Achilles injury. Jordan's
consistency from day one was superior.

THE EFFICIENCY BEHIND THE
AVERAGE

The Michael Jordan career scoring
average is even more impressive when
you consider his efficiency. Jordan shot
49.7% from the field for his entire
career. For a guard who took a high
volume of difficult mid-range shots, this
is exceptional. He was not a three-point
shooter, but he was a master of the two-
point jumper, the post-up fadeaway, and
finishing at the rim.

Free Throw
Excellence

Jordan averaged 8.2 free throw attempts
per game and shot 83.5% from the line.
This consistent ability to get to the stripe
and convert was a major factor in
maintaining his high average. In an era
where fouls were called differently,
Jordan's ability to draw contact was
legendary.

Volume and
Consistency

Jordan took an average of 22.9 field goal
attempts per game. That is a high
volume, but he was willing to take those
shots because he knew he could make
them. He never forced bad shots in a
way that hurt his team. Instead, his
scoring was a weapon that opened up
the floor for his teammates.

WHAT MADE MICHAEL JORDAN
SUCH AN UNSTOPPABLE
SCORER?

To sustain a Michael Jordan career
scoring average of 30.1 points, a
player needs more than just talent. They
need an unbreakable mentality and a
skillset that cannot be defended.

* Footwork: Jordan had arguably
the best footwork in NBA history.
His triple-threat stance was a
nightmare for defenders. He could
attack, shoot, or pass with equal
threat.

e Mid-Range Game: In an era
before three-point domination, the
mid-range was the king of scoring
zones. Jordan perfected the pull-up
jumper, the turnaround, and the
fadeaway. These shots were
almost unguardable.

e Competitive Drive: Jordan's will
to score was fueled by a
pathological need to win. He never
took a night off. If he sensed a
defender was weak, he attacked
them relentlessly until they broke.

e Physical Toughness: Jordan
played through injuries, including
the "Flu Game" in the 1997 Finals.
He never used physical pain as an
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excuse to lower his output. This
toughness allowed him to maintain
his average even when he was not
at 100% health.

» Basketball 1Q: Jordan understood
how to read defenses. He knew
when to pick his spots, when to let
the game come to him, and when
to take over. This intelligence was
the glue that held his scoring
repertoire together.

The Defensive
Attention Factor

It is easy to look at Jordan's average and
think, "He just shot a lot." But consider
the defensive schemes designed
specifically to stop him. The Detroit
Pistons created the "Jordan Rules" which
involved double and triple teaming him
every time he touched the ball. Despite
being physically assaulted and trapped,
Jordan still averaged over 30 points
against them. This ability to score
through the toughest defenses is what
separates him from almost every other

player.

THE LEGACY OF THE 30 POINT
AVERAGE

The Michael Jordan career scoring
average of 30.1 points per game is
more than a record; it is a symbol of an
era. It represents a time when basketball
was about individual brilliance within a
team concept. Jordan did not chase
stats; he chased championships. Yet, his
stats followed him because his greatness
was impossible to ignore.

This average is a constant source of
argument in "Greatest of All Time"
debates. Fans point to this number as
the ultimate proof of Jordan's scoring
superiority. It is a benchmark that every
new scoring star is measured against.
When a player like Luka Doncic or Joel
Embiid averages 30 or 32 points for a
single season, the immediate question
is: "Can he do it for 15 years?" That is
the weight of Jordan's legacy. He didn't
just have a great season; he had an
entire career of great seasons.

Furthermore, this
Jordan's place as

average solidifies



