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INTRODUCTION: THE QUIET REVOLUTION IN CHRISTIAN MUSIC

In a world that often equates worship with loud amplification, energetic bands, and elaborate stage
productions, there exists a deeply moving counterpoint—one born from the quiet hills of Burgundy,
France. For decades, the Worship Feast Taize Songbook Songs From The Taize Community
has offered a radically different approach to prayer and praise. These simple, repetitive chants have
crossed denominational boundaries, language barriers, and generational divides, creating a unique
space for contemplation and unity. This article explores the origins, structure, and transformative
power of this remarkable musical tradition, and why it continues to resonate with millions around the
globe.

THE TAIZÉ COMMUNITY: A BRIEF HISTORY

To understand the music, one must first understand the community from which it springs. The Taizé
Community was founded in 1940 by Brother Roger (Roger Schutz), a Protestant Swiss who felt called
to create a place of reconciliation and peace during the turmoil of World War II. He settled in the
small village of Taizé, in the Burgundy region of France, and began sheltering refugees, including
Jews fleeing the Nazis.
After the war, the community grew. Men from various Protestant and Catholic backgrounds joined
Brother Roger, committing to a life of celibacy, material sharing, and prayer. Today, the Taize
community  is composed of over one hundred brothers from around the world, representing a
powerful ecumenical witness. Their daily rhythm of prayer—three times a day—is the heartbeat of
their life. It is from this well of contemplative prayer that the songs from the taize community
first emerged.

THE UNIQUE MUSICAL LANGUAGE OF TAIZÉ

What  makes  the Worship Feast Taize Songbook Songs From The Taize Community  so
distinctive is its musical and theological DNA. These are not hymns in the traditional sense. They
are, more accurately, ostinato chants—short, simple melodies repeated over and over, often with
a single phrase of scripture or a simple prayer. This repetition is not monotonous; it is meditative. It
allows the singer to move beyond the intellect and into the heart.

Simplicity as a Spiritual Discipline
The  melodies  are  intentionally  easy  to  learn.  There  are  no  complex  time  signatures  or  difficult
intervals. Most songs consist of just a few bars of music. This simplicity is a deliberate act of
hospitality. It means that anyone—a professional musician or someone who has never sung in a
choir—can  participate  fully  from  the  very  first  moment.  The  Taize  songbook  is  designed  to  be
accessible,  not  impressive.

The Role of Repetition
The repetition in Taizé singing is much like the repetition in meditation or contemplative prayer. As
you sing the same phrase ten, twenty, or thirty times, the words begin to sink from your head into
your heart. Distractions fade, and a deep stillness can emerge. This is why the Worship Feast
movement has embraced these songs so warmly. They are not meant to be "performed" but to be
prayed.

Multilingual and Multidenominational
Nature
One of the most beautiful aspects of the songs from the taize community is their use of multiple
languages. A single chant might begin in Latin,  move to English, then to French, and then to
German. This reflects the community's deep commitment to unity. When a congregation sings "Ubi
Caritas" in Latin,  followed by "Where Charity and Love Prevail"  in English,  they are physically
experiencing the universality of the Church. The Worship Feast Taize Songbook captures this
beautifully, offering lyrics in their original languages alongside translations.

EXPLORING THE WORSHIP FEAST TAIZE SONGBOOK

For those looking to bring this style of prayer into their own church, small  group, or personal
devotional life, the Worship Feast Taize Songbook Songs From The Taize Community is an
indispensable resource. This songbook typically compiles the most beloved and frequently used
chants from the community's extensive repertoire.
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What You Will Find Inside
A typical edition of the Taize songbook includes:

Complete choral arrangements: Versions for SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) voices.
Instrumental parts: Simple parts for flute, violin, guitar, or keyboard.
Guitar chords and lead sheets: Making it easy for contemporary worship bands to adapt
the songs.
Scripture references: Every chant is rooted in a specific passage of the Bible.
Guidelines for leading prayer: Helpful advice on how to create an atmosphere of silence
and contemplation.

The Worship Feast editions are particularly well-regarded because they bridge the gap between
traditional Taizé prayer and modern evangelical worship contexts. They acknowledge that not every
congregation is a monastic community and provide practical tips for using these songs in a 20-
minute contemporary worship set.

Key Songs in the Repertoire
There are several iconic songs from the taize community that appear in virtually every edition of
the songbook. Here are a few of the most significant:

"Jesus, Remember Me" – This is perhaps the most famous Taizé chant. The simple plea of1.
the penitent thief on the cross, set to a hauntingly beautiful melody, makes it a perfect song
for Lent, funerals, or any moment of personal repentance.
"Ubi Caritas" – A Latin text that translates to "Where charity and love are, God is there." This2.
is a cornerstone of Taizé prayer, often used during communion or as a call to unity.
"O Lord, Hear My Prayer" – A gentle, repetitive chant based on Psalm 102. Its simplicity3.
makes it ideal for opening a time of silence.
"Stay With Me" – Based on the words of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. This is a4.
powerful chant for Holy Week or for times of personal trial.
"Laudate Omnes Gentes" – A joyful, upbeat chant that calls all peoples to praise the Lord. It5.
is often sung with clapping or gentle movement.

These songs form the backbone of the Worship Feast Taize Songbook and are essential for
anyone seeking to lead a contemplative worship service.

WHY TAIZÉ SONGS ARE PERFECT FOR MODERN WORSHIP

It  might  seem  counterintuitive  that  songs  written  by  a  monastic  community  in  France  would  fit
seamlessly into a modern evangelical or charismatic worship service. Yet, thousands of churches are
discovering exactly that. Here is why the Worship Feast Taize Songbook Songs From The

Taize Community is finding a new audience in the 21st century.

Creating Space for Silence
One of the greatest gifts that Taizé music offers to modern worship is the gift of silence. In a culture
that is overwhelmed by noise, screens, and constant stimulation, the opportunity to sit in quiet
prayer is deeply restorative. Worship Feast events often include extended periods of silence after
the chants, allowing participants to internalize what they have sung. This is a radical departure from
the "fill every moment" approach of many modern services.

Accessibility for All Ages and Abilities
Because the songs are so simple, they are incredibly inclusive. Elderly members of a congregation
who struggle with new worship songs can sing these chants with ease. Children can learn them
quickly. Even people who do not speak the language of the chant can participate because the
melody itself carries the prayer. The Taize songbook is a tool for intergenerational worship.

Focus on God, Not Performance
There are no star vocalists in Taizé worship. The focus is never on the skill of the musician or the
beauty of the arrangement. The goal is to create a collective sound that carries the congregation
into the presence of God. This humility is deeply attractive to many worshippers who are weary of
the consumerism and personality-driven nature of some contemporary Christian music.

HOW TO USE THE TAIZE SONGBOOK IN YOUR CONTEXT

Whether you are a music director, a pastor, a small group leader, or an individual looking for a
deeper prayer life, the Worship Feast Taize Songbook Songs From The Taize Community can
be a valuable tool. Here are some practical ways to use it.

Hosting a Taizé Prayer Service
A traditional Taizé service is built around the rhythm of song, silence, and scripture reading. To host
your own service:

Set the atmosphere: Use candles, dim lighting, and a simple cross or icon as a focal point.
Choose 4-6 songs: Select songs that fit a theme or season. For example, during Advent, use
"Stay With Me" and "Wait for the Lord."
Plan for silence: After each chant, leave at least one to two minutes of absolute silence. This
is the most important part of the service.
Include scripture readings: Read short passages slowly, with pauses between phrases.
Use a cantor: Have a strong, confident voice lead the singing, allowing the congregation to
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follow.

The Worship Feast edition of the songbook provides excellent guidance for structuring such a
service, along with suggested songs for different liturgical seasons.

Integrating Into a Contemporary Service
You  do  not  need  to  have  an  entirely  Taizé  service  to  benefit  from  these  songs.  Many  churches
successfully  integrate  one  or  two  chants  into  a  regular  Sunday  morning  service.  For  example:

As a call to worship: "Laudate Omnes Gentes" is an excellent opening song.
During communion: "Ubi Caritas" or "Jesus, Remember Me" creates a reflective mood.
As a response to the sermon: A quiet chant like "O Lord, Hear My Prayer" can give the
congregation time to respond personally to the message.
For a closing prayer: "Bless the Lord My Soul" is a gentle benediction.

Using songs from the taize community in a blended worship setting can add a depth and variety
that enriches the entire service.

Personal Devotion and Small Groups
The Taize songbook is not just for large gatherings. Individuals and small groups can also use
these chants for personal prayer. You can simply play a recording of a chant and let it wash over you

as you pray. Or, if you are musically inclined, you can learn to play the chords and sing them
yourself.  Many  people  find  that  spending  ten  minutes  with  a  single  Taizé  chant  is  more  centering
than an hour of distracted, wordy prayer.

THE THEOLOGY BEHIND THE MUSIC

The Worship Feast Taize Songbook Songs From The Taize Community is not just a collection
of pleasant tunes. It is a theological statement. The music embodies several key beliefs of the Taizé
community.

Trust in God's Presence
The repetition of simple phrases like "In the Lord I'll be ever thankful" or "Our darkness is never
darkness in your sight" builds a deep, trusting relationship with God. The songs often speak of God's
faithfulness, mercy, and constant presence. Singing them over and over is a way of training the
heart to trust.

Unity of the Church
One of the primary missions of the Taizé Community is to work for reconciliation between divided
Christians. The songs from the taize community are used by Catholics, Protestants, Orthodox,
and Anglicans alike. When a Catholic and a Protestant sing "Ubi Caritas" together in a darkened
church, they are living out the prayer of Jesus: "that they may all be one."


