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A DEFINITIVE LOOK
BACK AT THE
ACADEMY AWARD
WINNING MOVIES
2015

The  87th  Academy
A w a r d s ,  h e l d  o n
February  22,  2015,
presented a fascinating
snapshot of cinema at
a crucial turning point.
This was the year that
big-budget  spectacles
v ied  for  at tent ion
a g a i n s t  d e e p l y
personal indie dramas,
a n d  t h e  w i n n e r s

reflected  a  growing
appetite for stories told
with technical ambition
a n d  e m o t i o n a l
intimacy. Looking back
a t  t h e  A c a d e m y
A w a r d  w i n n i n g
movies  2015 ,  one
finds  a  diverse
collection  of  films  that,
on  the  surface,  seem
wildly  different.  Yet,
beneath  the  surface,
they share a common
thread:  a  fascination
w i th  the  c rea t i ve
process,  the  cost  of
g e n i u s ,  a n d  t h e
struggle  for  identity.
The  ceremony  itself
was a landmark event,
not  just  for  the  films
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honored,  but  for  the
conversations it ignited
about  d ivers i ty  in
Hollywood.  The  host,
Neil  Patrick  Harris,
kicked  off  the  night
with  characteristic
energy,  but  the  real
s t a r s  w e r e  t h e
filmmakers  and
p e r f o r m e r s  w h o
delivered some of  the
most memorable work
of  the  decade.  This
article  explores  the
standout  winners,  the
stories  behind  their
s u c c e s s ,  a n d  t h e
lasting  legacy  of  a
remarkable  year  in
film.

THE NIGHT
BELONGED TO
BIRDMAN: BEST
PICTURE AND BEST
DIRECTOR

The most talked-about
victory of  the evening
was  undoub ted ly
Birdman  or  (The
Unexpected  Virtue

of  Ignorance).  This
a u d a c i o u s  b l a c k
comedy,  directed  by
Alejandro  G.  Iñárritu,
took  home  the  Oscar
for Best Picture, along
with Best Director, Best
Original  Screenplay,
a n d  B e s t
Cinematography.  It
w a s  a  s t u n n i n g
achievement  for  a  film
t h a t  m a n y  m a j o r
studios had passed on,
believing  it  was  too
exper imenta l  f o r
mainstream audiences.

The
Illusion of
a Single
Take
What made Birdman so
extraordinary  was  its
technical  bravura.
C i n e m a t o g r a p h e r
Emmanuel  Lubezki,
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who  won  his  second
consecutive  Oscar  for
his  work,  crafted  the
film  to  appear  as  a
single,  continuous
shot.  This  was  not  a
gimmick. The seamless
flow  of  the  camera
created  a  suffocating,
real-t ime  sense  of
anxiety  that  mirrored
the  protagon is t ' s
crumbl ing  menta l
s t a t e .  R i g g a n
Thomson,  played  with
ferocious  commitment
by Michael Keaton, is a
faded actor famous for
playing  a  superhero.
He  is  attempting  to
reclaim  his  artistic
credibility  by  directing
a n d  s t a r r i n g  i n  a
Broadway  adaptation
of  a  Raymond  Carver
short  story.  The  film  is
a  scathing  satire  of
Hollywood  celebrity
culture, the tyranny of
c r i t i c s ,  a n d  t h e
desperate  need  for
validation.  Keaton's

own history as Batman
lent an extra, poignant
l a y e r  t o  t h e
performance.  The
s u p p o r t i n g  c a s t ,
inc lud ing  Edward
Norton,  Emma  Stone,
and  Naomi  Watts,  all
delivered  career-best
work.

A
Statemen
t on Art
and
Commerc
e
Winning Best Picture in
a  field  that  included
the  ambitious  epic
Boyhood  and  the  war
drama American Sniper
p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e
Academy was willing to
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r e w a r d  f o r m a l
innovation.  Birdman  is
not  a  comfortable  film
to  watch.  It  is  loud,
chaotic,  and at  times,
dizzying.  However,  it
a s k s  p r o f o u n d
questions  about  the
nature  of  art.  Is  true
creativity  possible
within  a  commercial
s y s t e m ?  O r  i s  a l l
art ist ic  endeavor,
ultimately,  an  act  of
ego?  The  film  refuses
to  give  easy  answers,
leaving  the  audience
with  an  ambiguous,
haunting final shot that
is  still  debated  today.
For  many,  Birdman
remains  the  definitive
film  about  the  actor's
psyche,  and  its  Best
Picture win was a bold
choice that signaled a
shi f t  toward  more
daring  storytelling  in
Hollywood.

BOYHOOD: A

MONUMENTAL
ACHIEVEMENT IN
FILMMAKING

If  Birdman  won for its
technical  audacity,
Boyhood  won  the
hearts  of  audiences
and  crit ics  with  its
s h e e r  a m b i t i o n .
Richard  Linklater's
coming-of-age  drama
w a s  a  c i n e m a t i c
experiment  unl ike
anything  that  had
come  before.  Filmed
over twelve years with
the  same  cast,  the
movie  documents  the
life of Mason Evans Jr.
(Ellar  Coltrane)  from
age  six  to  eighteen.
The result is not just a
movie;  it  is  a  living
document  o f  t ime
passing.

The
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Patience
of the

Director
Linklater's commitment
to  the  project  was
extraordinary.  Every
year,  he would gather
his cast and crew for a
few  weeks  to  film
another  chapter  of
Mason's life. The actors
aged  in  real - t ime.
Patricia  Arquette  and
Ethan  Hawke,  who
p l a y e d  M a s o n ' s
divorced  parents ,
gained  wrinkles  and
gray  hair.  Coltrane
literally  grew  up  on
screen.  This  approach
g a v e  B o y h o o d  a
d o c u m e n t a r y - l i k e
authenticity. There are
no  dramatic  makeup
effects  or  aging
p r o s t h e t i c s .  T h e
passage  of  t ime  is
written on the faces of

the  actors.  Patricia
Arquet te  won  the
O s c a r  f o r  B e s t
Supporting  Actress  for
her  raw,  unglamorous
portrayal  of  a  single
mother  struggling  to
bui ld  a  l i fe  for  her
c h i l d r e n .  H e r
acceptance speech,  in
which  she  called  for
equal  pay for  women,
was  one  of  the  most
powerful  moments  of
the night. The film also
earned  Linklater  the
Golden Globe for  Best
Director,  though  the
Oscar  ultimately  went
to Iñárritu.

The
Universal
in the
Specific
What  makes  Boyhood
timeless is its focus on
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t h e  s m a l l ,  q u i e t
moments  that  define  a
life.  It  is  not  a  plot-
driven  film.  There  are
no villains or dramatic
climaxes.  Instead,  it
observes the mundane
details:  camping  trips,
first  jobs,  teenage
heartbreaks,  and  the
awkward  transition  to
college.  Viewers  saw
echoes  of  their  own
l i v e s  i n  M a s o n ' s
journey. The film was a
reminder that the most
profound  stories  are
often  the  ones  that
simply watch. It proved
t h a t  p a t i e n c e  i n
filmmaking  could  yield
an  emotional  payoff
that  no  CGI  spectacle
could  match.  Winning
the  Oscar  for  Best
Supporting Actress and
widespread  critical
acc la im,  Boyhood
cemented  Linklater's
legacy  as  one  of  the
m o s t  h u m a n i s t i c
directors  working  in

American  cinema.

WHIPLASH: THE
COST OF
PERFECTION

Few films captured the
tension  of  the  2015
awards  season  quite
like Whiplash. Written
a n d  d i r e c t e d  b y
Damien  Chazelle,  the
film  is  a  relentless,
pulse-pounding  drama
about  a  young  jazz
d r u m m e r  n a m e d
Andrew Neiman (Miles
Teller) and his abusive
teacher ,  Terence
F l e t c h e r  ( J . K .
Simmons).  The  film
won  three  Oscars,
i n c l u d i n g  B e s t
Supporting  Actor  for
Simmons,  Best  Film
Ed i t ing ,  and  Bes t
Sound Mixing. It was a
triumph  for  a  film  that
started  as  a  short  film
a n d  w a s  a l m o s t
abandoned due to lack
of funding.
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A
Performa
nce for
the Ages
J.K. Simmons' portrayal
of  Fletcher  is  one  of
the most terrifying and
m e m o r a b l e
p e r f o r m a n c e s  i n
m o d e r n  c i n e m a .
Fletcher is a conductor
who believes  that  the
g rea tes t  a r t i s t i c
achievements are born
f r o m  c r u e l t y  a n d
suffering.  He  belittles,
h u m i l i a t e s ,  a n d
physically  intimidates
his students, all in the
pursuit  of  "greatness."
Simmons  brought  a
terrifying  intensity  to
the  role,  but  he  also
showed  moments  of
vulnerability that made
the character complex

rather than cartoonish.
His Oscar win was met
w i t h  a  s t a n d i n g
ovation. In his speech,
he  famously  advised
viewers  to  "call  your
p a r e n t s "  a n d
appreciate  them.  The
film's  editing,  which
won  an  Oscar,  was
crucial  to  its  success.
T h e  d r u m m i n g
sequences  were  cut
with surgical precision,
creating a rhythm that
matched  the  intensity
of the music.

The Moral
Dilemma
of the
Artist
Whiplash  forces  the
audience  to  ask  an
u n c o m f o r t a b l e
question: is the abuse
worth it? By the end of
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the  film,  Andrew  has
sacrificed  his
re lat ionships ,  h is
health,  and  his  sanity
to  achieve  a  moment
o f  m u s i c a l
transcendence.  The
final  performance  is
electrifying,  but  it
comes  at  a  terrible
cost.  The film does not
endorse  Fletcher's
methods,  but  it  also
does not offer a simple
condemnat ion .  I t
leaves  the  question
open,  haunting  the
viewer  long  after  the
credits  roll .  For  its
unflinching  look  at
ambition and the dark
side  of  mentorship,
Whiplash  remains  one
of  the  most  essential
films  about  art  and
obsession  ever  made.

THE IMMITATION
GAME AND THE
THEORY OF
EVERYTHING:

BRITISH BIOPICS
SHINE

T w o  B r i t i s h
biographical  dramas
dominated  the  acting
c a t e g o r i e s  a n d
captured  the  public's
imag inat ion .  The
Imitat ion  Game ,
s tar r ing  Benedict
Cumberbatch  as  Alan
Turing, won the Oscar
f o r  B e s t  A d a p t e d
S c r e e n p l a y .  The
T h e o r y  o f
Everything,  starring
Eddie  Redmayne  as
Stephen Hawking, won
B e s t  A c t o r  f o r
Redmayne  and  Best
Actress  for  Felicity
J o n e s  w a s  a l s o
nominated,  though
Julianne  Moore  won
that  year.  These  films
demonstrated that the
biographical  drama
remained  a  powerful
force  in  cinema.
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Eddie
Redmayn
e's
Transfor
mative

Portrayal
Eddie Redmayne's win
for  Best  Actor  was
widely  considered  a
career-defining
moment.  His  portrayal
of  Stephen  Hawking
w a s  n o t  a n
impersonation  but  a
d e e p l y  f e l t
e m b o d i m e n t .  H e
studied  Hawking's
physical  deterioration
with painstaking detail,
showing  the  gradual
loss  of  motor  function
while never losing the
spark  of  Hawking's
brilliant  intellect.  The

film  focused  on
Hawking's  relationship
with  his  first  wife,  Jane
(Felicity Jones), and the
immense  strain  his
condition  placed  on
t h e i r  m a r r i a g e .
R e d m a y n e ' s
performance  was  so
moving that it brought
m a n y  a u d i e n c e
members to tears. His
win was a testament to
the  power  of  physical
transformation  and
emotional  honesty  in
acting.

Alan
Turing's
Tragic
Triumph
The  Imitation  Game
told  the  story  of  Alan
T u r i n g ,  t h e
mathematician  who
c r a c k e d  t h e  N a z i
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Enigma  code  during
World War II, only to be
later prosecuted for his
homosexuality.  The
film  won  the  Oscar  for
B e s t  A d a p t e d
Screenplay for Graham
M o o r e ,  w h o s e
acceptance  speech
about  staying  "weird"
and  "different"
resonated  deeply  with
audiences.  The  film
was  a  box  office
success, grossing over
$ 2 0 0  m i l l i o n
wor ldwide ,  and  i t
sparked  important
conversations  about
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l
m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f
LGBTQ+  figures.  While
s o m e  h i s t o r i a n s
criticized  the  film  for
taking liberties with the
facts,  there  was  no
d o u b t  a b o u t  i t s
emotional  impact.  It
i n t roduced  a  new
generation  to  Turing's
genius  and  his  tragic
fate.  Both  films  served

as  reminders  that  the
biopic,  done well,  can
be  both  entertaining
and  educational.

THE GRAND
BUDAPEST HOTEL
AND AMERICAN
SNIPER: THE ART
OF STYLE AND
REALITY

Two  very  different
films, each a master of
i t s  o w n  d o m a i n ,
col lected  mult iple
technical  awards.  The
Grand  Budapest
Hotel, directed by Wes
Anderson,  won  four
Oscars:  Best  Costume
Design,  Best  Makeup
and  Hairstyling,  Best
Production Design, and
Best  Original  Score.  It
was the most awarded
film  of  the  night  in
terms  of  total  wins.
American  Sniper ,
d i r ec ted  by  C l i n t
Eastwood,  won  Best
Sound  Edit ing  and
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became  the  highest-
grossing  film  of  the
year.

Wes
Anderson'
s
Meticulou
s World
The  Grand  Budapest
Hotel  was  a  v isual
feast .  Anderson's
s i g n a t u r e  s t y l e -
s y m m e t r i c a l
compositions,  pastel
color  palettes,  and
intricate set pieces-was
on full display. The film
tel ls  the  story  of  a
legendary  concierge
(Ralph Fiennes) and his
protégé (Tony Revolori)
in  a  fictional  European
hotel  between  the
wars.  The  production
d e s i g n  w a s  s o

elaborate  that  the
hotel  itself  became  a
c h a r a c t e r .  T h e
costume  design,  with
its  distinctive  purple
uniforms  and  period-
accurate  tailoring,
transported viewers to
a  b y g o n e  e r a .
Alexandre  Desplat's
score,  which  won  his
first competitive Oscar,
was  whimsical  and
melancholic  in  equal
measure.  The  film  was
a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
s t o r y t e l l i n g  a n d
craftsmanship. Winning
f o u r  O s c a r s
u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e
A c a d e m y ' s
appreciation  for  art
direction  that  builds
entire  worlds.

The
Impact of
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American
Sniper
American Sniper was a

cultural  phenomenon.
S t a r r i n g  B r a d l e y
Cooper  as  Navy  SEAL
Chris  Kyle,  the  film
grossed  over  $547
mill ion  worldwide,


