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THE INTRIGUING
WORLD OF BIRD
COLLECTIVE
NOUNS: A DEEP
DIVE INTO AVIAN
LANGUAGE

Language is a living,
breathing entity, and
nowhere is its playful
creativity more evident
than in the realm of
collective nouns. These
specialized terms, used
to describe groups of
animals, people, or
things, add color and
precision to our
speech. Among the
most fascinating and

poetic are those
reserved for birds.
Whether you are a
seasoned ornithologist,
a casual birdwatcher,
or simply a lover of
words, exploring the
collective nouns for
birds—often beginning
with phrases like "a
flock of birds" or "a
murder of
crows"—opens a
window into history,
observation, and the
human imagination.
This article delves into
the rich tapestry of bird
collective nouns,
explaining their origins,
meanings, and why
they continue to
captivate us.
Understanding these
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terms is not just about
vocabulary; it is about
connecting with nature
in a more profound,
more descriptive way.

Why Do
Collective
Nouns for
Birds
Matter?

Collective nouns are
more than arbitrary
labels. They often
reflect the behavior,
appearance, or
perceived character of
the birds they
describe. For example,
"a charm of finches"
likely refers to their

cheerful, melodious
presence, while "a
murder of crows"

evokes their dark,
sometimes ominous

reputation. These
terms have been
passed down through
centuries, famously
documented in
medieval hunting
manuals such as the
"Book of Saint Albans"
(1486). They enrich our
language and provide a
nuanced way to
describe the natural
world. When you use
the correct collective
noun, you demonstrate
a respect for tradition
and an appreciation for
the subtlety of English.
Moreover, for SEO and
content purposes,
using phrases like "a of
birds collective nouns"
(even as a keyword
variation) helps attract
readers interested in
linguistics, birding, and
trivia.

The phrase "a of birds
collective nouns" might
seem awkward at first
glance, but it
represents a common
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search query where
users are looking for a
list or compendium of
such terms. This article

aims to fulfill that
search intent by
providing a

comprehensive, well-
structured guide. We
will explore dozens of
collective nouns, from
the ordinary to the
obscure, explaining
their etymology and
usage. By the end, you
will not only know the
correct term for a
group of any common
bird but also
understand the stories
behind them.

Common
Bird
Collective

Nouns:
-rom
-locks to
-actions

Let us begin with the
most familiar terms.
The general, all-
purpose collective
noun for birds is
"flock." You can say "a

flock of birds" for
almost any species,
and it will be

understood. However,
the English language
offers far more specific
and evocative
alternatives.

A flock of birds
- The standard
term, applicable
to most species,
especially when
in flight.

A flight of birds
- Emphasizes



birds that are
airborne, often
used for swifts or
swallows.

e A congregation
of birds -
Sometimes used
for birds
gathered in a
religious or
solemn manner,
like seabirds on a
cliff.

Beyond these broad
terms, specific species
have their own
specialized collective
nouns. These are the
ones that language
lovers treasure.

Collective
Nouns for
Crows,

Ravens,
and
Corvids

Corvids are perhaps
the most famous for
their evocative
collective nouns.
Crows, in particular,
have captured the
human imagination
with their intelligence
and social behavior.

¢ A murder of
crows - Possibly
the most well-
known collective
noun. The term
likely stems from
folk tales
associating
crows with death
and omens, or
from their noisy,
raucous
gatherings that
resemble a mob.

e A conspiracy of
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ravens - Ravens
are often linked
to mystery and
cunning. This
term fits their
reputation as
tricksters in
mythology.

A storytelling
of ravens - A
less common but
poetic
alternative,
suggesting the
birds are sharing
tales.

A banditry of
magpies -
Magpies are
known for their
bold, thieving
behavior, making
"banditry" an apt
description.

A mischief of
magpies -
Another playful
term that
captures their
cheeky nature.
A parliament of
rooks - Rooks

are highly social
and gather in
large groups that
resemble a
legislative body,
hence
"parliament."

A building of
rooks - Refers to
their habit of
constructing
large, communal
nests.

Collective
Nouns for
Waterfow
| and

Seabirds

Birds that live on or
near water have their
own set of descriptive
terms, often relating to
their behavior on the
water or in the air.



e A team of
ducks - When in
flight, ducks are
often called a
team due to their
coordinated
movement.

A paddling of
ducks - Refers
to ducks that are
swimming on the
water.

A raft of ducks
- Larger groups
of ducks floating
together on the
water resemble a
raft.

A sord of
mallards - An
old term
specifically for
mallards,
possibly derived
from a word
meaning "to
soar."

A gaggle of
geese - Used for
geese on the
ground. The word
"gaggle" mimics

their honking
sounds.

e A skein of
geese - When
geese are in
flight,
particularly in a
V-formation, they
are called a
skein.

e A wedge of
geese - Another
term for flying
geese,
referencing the V
shape.

e A colony of
penguins -
Penguins are
highly social and
live in large
breeding
colonies.

e A rookery of
penguins -
Often used for
their breeding
sites.

e A bazaar of
guillemots -
Guillemots are
seabirds that
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crowd together
on cliff ledges,
creating a
chaotic, market-
like scene.

A raft of loons
- Loons float on
lakes; a group is
often called a
raft.

A rafter of
turkeys -
Domestic or wild
turkeys, though
not waterfowl,
are sometimes
grouped here.
"Rafter" may
come from a
term for a roof
beam, as they
roost high.

Collective
Nouns for
Birds of

Prey

Raptors inspire awe
and fear. Their
collective nouns reflect
their power and
hunting prowess.

e A cast of
falcons - In
falconry, a "cast"
is the number of
falcons released,
but it is also used
generically for a
group.

e A kettle of
hawks - When
hawks are
soaring in
thermals, the
group is called a
kettle,
resembling
boiling water.

¢ A boil of hawks
- Similar to
kettle,
emphasizing the
churning motion.

e A eyrie of
eagles - An



eyrie is an
eagle's nest, but
the term can also
refer to a group
of eagles.

A convocation
of eagles -
Implies a formal
gathering, fitting
eagles' majestic
status.

A parliament of
owls - Owls are
often seen as
wise, so a
parliament is a
natural fit.

A wisdom of
owls - Even
more direct,
referencing their
association with
knowledge.

A scream of
swifts - Swifts
are known for
their high-
pitched calls and
fast flight;
"scream"
captures their
sound.

Collective
Nouns for
Songbirds
and Small
Birds

Small, colorful, and
musical birds have
some of the most
charming collective
nouns.

e A charm of
finches -
Derives from the
Old English word
"cyrm," meaning
a chattering or
chirping sound,
later associated
with the birds'
pleasing song.

e A chattering of
starlings -
Starlings are
famous for their
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murmurations
and constant
noise.

A murmuration
of starlings -
Perhaps the most
beautiful term,
describing the
spectacular
swooping flocks
at dusk.

A host of
Sparrows -
From the Bible,
"host" implies a
large number,
fitting sparrows'
ubiquity.

A tribe of
Sparrows -
Another term,
emphasizing
their social
structure.

A watch of
nightingales -
Nightingales sing
at night, so
"watch" is
appropriate for a
group of these
nocturnal

songsters.

A spring of
teals - Small
ducks but also
used for some
small birds;
"spring" suggests
their sudden
flight.

A exaltation of
larks - Larks are
known for their
soaring song;
"exaltation"
captures the joy
they inspire.

A bevy of
quails -
Typically used for
game birds like
quail, implying a
close group.

A covey of
partridges - A
family group of
partridges is
called a covey.
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Collective

shallow water.

e A wisp of snipe

- Snipe are

N ouns fo Flusive; "wisp"

Waders

and

Shorebirgaver
e A wing

S

Birds that frequent
mudflats and
shorelines have
specific terms that
describe their feeding
or flocking habits.

e A flamboyance
of flamingos -
Flamingos are
already striking;
this term
heightens their
vivid elegance.

e A stand of
flamingos -
When they are
standing in

suggests a
ghostly
appearance.

e A walk of snipe

- Referring to
their feeding

of
plovers -
Plovers often
appear in a wing-
like formation.

A congregation
of plovers -
Also used, as
they gather in
groups.

A ballet of
swans - Swans
move with grace;
"ballet" suits
them perfectly.
A bevy of
swans -
Traditional term
for a group of
swans.

A lament of
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swans - Poetic,
referencing the
myth that swans
sing before
death.

e A siege of
herons - Herons
stand still like
patient sentries;
"siege" evokes
their waiting
posture.

Lesser-
Known
and
Obscure
Bird
Collective
Nouns

Beyond the well-known
terms, English has a
treasure trove of rare
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collective nouns. These
are perfect for
impressing fellow bird
enthusiasts or adding
flair to your writing.

* A descent of
woodpeckers -
Woodpeckers
descend tree
trunks headfirst.

e A glint of
hummingbirds
- Their iridescent
feathers catch
the light; "glint"
is perfect.

e A bouquet of
pheasants -
When they take
flight, they burst
up like a floral
arrangement.

e A nye of
pheasants -
From an old term
for a brood.

e A waddle of
penguins - On
land, penguins
waddle
comically.

e A bellowing of



bullfinches -
Their call is a
soft, low whistle,
but "bellowing" is
ironic and
playful.

A volery of
birds - A generic
but rare term for
a group of birds
in flight.

A dissimulation
of birds - From
the idea that
birds hide their
nests; not
commonly used
but exists in
historical lists.

A cauldron of
bats - Bats are
not birds, but
often confused,
included here for
completeness.

How to
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Use Bird
Collective
Nouns
Correctly

Using these terms
correctly enhances
your writing and
speech. Here are some
tips:

1. Context
matters. Use
"gaggle" for
geese on the
ground, "skein"
for them in the
air. Saying "a
gaggle of geese
flying overhead"
is technically
incorrect.

2. Be consistent
with species.
Do not use
"murder" for
ravens; that term
is reserved for
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crows. Use "conspiracy"
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