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INTRODUCTION: A NEW LENS ON AMERICAN HISTORY

Understanding the history of  the United States requires more
than a domestic narrative. For decades, textbooks presented the
American story as a relatively isolated unfolding of events, from
the Revolution to the Civil War, with only occasional glances at
foreign  affairs.  American  Horizons  Vol  1  U  S  History  In  A
Global Context 1877  transforms this approach. It places the
development  of  the  United  States  squarely  within  worldwide
currents  of  migration,  trade,  empire,  and ideas.  This  volume,
covering  the  period  from pre-contact  through  Reconstruction,
offers  a  fresh,  interconnected  perspective  that  resonates  with
today's globalized world. Whether you are a student, an educator,
or a history enthusiast, this textbook provides a rich and nuanced
understanding of how the United States has been shaped by and
has shaped global  forces from the earliest  encounters  to  the
threshold of the modern era.

WHAT IS AMERICAN HORIZONS VOL 1?

Published by Oxford University Press, American Horizons Vol 1
U S History In A Global Context 1877 is authored by a team
of distinguished historians: Michael Schaller, Robert Schulzinger,
John Bezis-Selfa, Janette Thomas Greenwood, Andrew Kirk, Sarah
J. Purcell, and Aaron Sheehan-Dean. It is the first volume of a two-
part series, with this edition covering the period up to 1877. The
book  is  designed  for  college-level  survey  courses  but  is
accessible  enough  for  advanced  high  school  students  and
independent learners.
The core innovation of this text is its deliberate integration of
transnational  and  global  perspectives.  Instead  of  treating  the
United  States  as  a  contained  entity,  the  authors  consistently
show  how  events  in  Europe,  Africa,  Asia,  and  the  Americas
influenced  American  society  and  how  American  actions
reverberated abroad. This is not merely an add-on chapter about
foreign policy; it is woven into every section, from the Columbian
Exchange to the rise of the cotton kingdom and the geopolitics of
the Civil War.

Target Audience and
Purpose
The primary audience is undergraduate students taking a U.S.
history survey course. However, the book's clear writing, helpful
pedagogical features, and thematic coherence make it valuable
for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of American history
from a global  viewpoint.  The purpose is  to move beyond the
"America First" narrative and help learners see the nation as part
of  a  web  of  interactions—economic,  cultural,  biological,  and
military.

THE GLOBAL CONTEXT APPROACH: WHY IT MATTERS

Traditional  textbooks  often  mention  international  events  only
when they directly involve the U.S. government, such as wars or

treaties. American Horizons Vol 1 U S History In A Global
Context 1877 goes further. It argues that the very formation of
the United States was a global event. For example:

Colonization is presented as part of European imperial
competition, with Spanish, French, Dutch, and English
colonies interacting with Native peoples and African slaves
in a transatlantic system.
The American Revolution is contextualized within
broader Enlightenment ideas and the global wars between
Britain and France, showing how the rebellion was not only
a fight for liberty but also a chapter in imperial rivalry.
Slavery and the Cotton Economy are linked to industrial
capitalism in Britain, the demand for raw materials, and the
global trade networks that enriched the American South
while entrenching human bondage.
The Civil War and Reconstruction are examined
through the lens of international diplomacy, the global
struggle over slavery (including British antislavery
movements), and the geopolitical stakes of the Union
victory.

This approach helps students understand that U.S. history is not
exceptional in a vacuum but rather exceptional in its particular
combination of global forces. It also encourages critical thinking
about how national identity is constructed in relation to the world.

KEY THEMES AND CHAPTERS IN AMERICAN HORIZONS
VOL 1

The  book  is  organized  chronologically,  with  each  chapter
incorporating global connections. Below is an overview of major
thematic clusters that run through the volume.

Encounter and Exchange
(Pre-1607)
The opening chapters discuss the migrations of the first peoples
to  the  Americas,  the  rise  of  complex  civilizations,  and  the
eventual arrival of Europeans. American Horizons emphasizes
the  Columbian  Exchange  as  a  biological  and  demographic
revolution that reshaped both hemispheres. The global context
includes  the  decline  of  Native  populations  due  to  Eurasian
diseases and the introduction of American crops like maize and
potatoes to Europe, Asia, and Africa.

Colonial Worlds
(1607–1763)
This section covers the establishment of English colonies, but it
also highlights the competition among European powers for land
and  influence  in  North  America.  The  Atlantic  slave  trade  is
treated as a central global economic system. The book explores
how  the  British  Empire's  mercantilist  policies  tied  colonial
America into a worldwide network of trade routes stretching from
the Caribbean to India.
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Revolution and Republic
(1763–1815)
The  American  Revolution  is  presented  not  just  as  a  colonial
rebellion but as part of a "Age of Democratic Revolutions" that
included France, Haiti, and Latin America. The book discusses the
impact  of  the  American  victory  on  global  politics  and  the
subsequent  struggles  of  the  new  republic  to  define  itself
internationally. The War of 1812 is shown as a conflict with British
and Native alliances that had global dimensions.

Expansion and Empire
(1815–1850)
Manifest Destiny is contextualized within global movements of
colonization and settler expansion. The Mexican-American War is
tied to international rivalries over control of the Pacific. The book
also covers the role of Irish and German immigration in shaping
American identity,  linking it  to European economic dislocation
and political turmoil.

Conflict and Crisis
(1850–1865)
The road to the Civil War is examined through the lens of the
global struggle over slavery. The book discusses how the cotton
trade linked the American South to industrial mills in England and
France, making slavery a global economic issue. The Civil War
itself  is  presented  as  a  conflict  with  international  implications,
including  European  diplomatic  recognition  and  the  broader  fight
for freedom.

Reconstruction and Its
Aftermath (1865–1877)
The final  chapters  cover  Reconstruction as  a  period of  immense
promise  and  tragic  retreat.  The  global  context  includes
comparisons with post-emancipation societies in the Caribbean
and  Latin  America.  The  book  also  explores  the  beginning  of
American expansion abroad, such as the purchase of Alaska and
the growing interest in Pacific trade, setting the stage for Volume
2.

PEDAGOGICAL FEATURES THAT ENHANCE LEARNING

American Horizons Vol 1 is designed with the student in mind.
It includes a variety of features that make the content engaging
and comprehensible:

Global Perspective Essays – Each chapter contains a
short essay that explicitly connects an American event to a
global development, such as the spread of smallpox or the
influence of the Haitian Revolution.
Primary Source Documents – The book includes letters,

speeches, and diary entries that give voice to diverse
historical actors. Many sources come from non-American
perspectives, such as British abolitionists or Chinese
merchants.
Maps and Infographics – Detailed maps show migration
routes, trade patterns, and military campaigns in a global
context. Visual learners benefit from these clear,
informative graphics.
Review Questions and Key Terms – Each chapter ends
with a summary and questions that prompt critical thinking,
especially about global connections.
Online Resources – The companion website offers
quizzes, flashcards, and additional primary sources to
deepen understanding.

HOW IT COMPARES TO TRADITIONAL U.S. HISTORY
TEXTBOOKS

Compared to  classics  like  The American  Pageant  or  Give  Me
Liberty!, American Horizons Vol 1 U S History In A Global
Context 1877 places a heavier emphasis on transnational and
comparative history. While traditional texts might mention the
French  Revolution  only  in  relation  to  American  diplomacy,
American  Horizons  explores  how  revolutionary  ideals  flowed
both ways across the Atlantic. Similarly, while other books cover
slavery, this one consistently ties it  to the global economy of
sugar, cotton, and coffee.
American Horizons also devotes more space to the history of
Native peoples, not as an isolated narrative but as part of global
patterns  of  colonization  and  resistance.  This  approach  helps
correct the tendency to see indigenous history as separate from
mainstream U.S. history.

BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS AND INSTRUCTORS

For students, the global context approach makes history more
relevant. When learners see how events in the Americas were
connected  to  Asia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  they  develop  a  more
sophisticated  understanding  of  cause  and  effect.  For  example,
the  phrase  "globalization"  is  often  seen  as  a  modern
phenomenon,  but  this  book  shows  that  the  world  has  been
interconnected for centuries.
For instructors, American Horizons Vol 1 provides a coherent
framework that breaks out of the "one damn thing after another"
model. The global theme unifies the narrative, making it easier to
teach and discuss. The book also aligns well with recent trends in
historical scholarship that prioritize global history over national
exceptionalism.

CONCLUSION: WHY THIS BOOK MATTERS NOW

In  an  era  of  unprecedented  global  interdependence,
understanding how the United States has always been part of a
larger world is essential. American Horizons Vol 1 U S History
In  A  Global  Context  1877  offers  a  rigorous,  accessible,  and
thought-provoking introduction to that story. By weaving together
the personal and the political, the local and the global, it gives
readers  the  tools  to  think  historically  about  the  nation’s
past—and its future.  Whether you are preparing for a college
course or simply want to expand your historical horizons, this
volume is an invaluable resource.


