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NAVIGATING THE MISSIONS: THE
COMPLETE ORDER OF THE ALEX
RIDER SERIES

For  over  two decades,  readers  around
the world have been captivated by the
extraordinary  adventures  of  a  teenage
spy.  The Alex Rider  series,  penned by
the  masterful  Anthony  Horowitz,  has
become  a  cornerstone  of  young  adult
fiction,  blending  high-octane  espionage
with  the  relatable  struggles  of  an

ordinary teenager. However, with a main
series  of  novels,  prequels,  graphic
novels, and short stories, knowing where
to  start  can  sometimes  feel  like  a
mission in itself. This guide provides the
definitive  order  of  the  Alex  Rider  series,
ensuring you experience every thrilling
twist,  turn,  and  gadget-filled  escape
exactly  as  Horowitz  intended.
The  story  begins  with  a  seemingly
ordinary fourteen-year-old boy living in
London. But Alex Rider is anything but
ordinary. Orphaned at a young age, he
lives with his uncle, Ian Rider. When Ian
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dies  under  mysterious  circumstances,
Alex  discovers  the  shocking  truth:  his
uncle  was  a  spy  for  MI6,  a  secretive
branch of British Intelligence. Worse still,
MI6  has  been  subtly  training  Alex  for
years, honing his skills for a life he never
c h o s e .  T h r u s t  i n t o  a  w o r l d  o f
international intrigue, Alex must use his
wits, his unique talents, and an array of
incredible  gadgets  to  thwart  global
threats, all  while trying to hold onto a
semblance of a normal teenage life.

THE CORE SERIES:
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE
MAIN NOVELS

The heart of the Alex Rider universe lies
in  the  core  series  of  thirteen  novels,
published between 2000 and 2024. This
is the sequence in which they should be

read  for  the  most  coherent  and
rewarding  experience.  The  narrative
follows  Alex’s  journey,  his  growing
expertise,  and the evolving threats  he
faces, with each book building upon the
last.

Book 1:
Stormbreaker
(2000)
T h e  b o o k  t h a t  s t a r t e d  i t  a l l .
Stormbreaker  introduces  us  to  Alex
Rider, a reluctant hero who is forced into
the  world  of  espionage  following  his
uncle’s  death.  His  first  mission  for  MI6
sends  h im  to  Cornwal l ,  where  a
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billionaire named Herod Sayle is building
a  fleet  of  revolutionary  computers  for
every school in the country. Alex must
uncover  the  deadly  secret  behind  the
Stormbreaker computers before it's too
late.  This  book  establishes  the  core
formula: a high-stakes mission, cutting-
edge  gadgets  from  the  ever-reliable
Smithers,  and  a  charismatic,  villainous
adversary.  It  also  introduces  key
supporting  characters  like  the  no-
nonsense Mrs.  Jones and the skeptical
but  ultimately  supportive  Sabina
Pleasure.

Book 2: Point

Blanc (2001)
Also  known  as  Point  Blanc  (or  Alex
Rider: Point Blanc), this sequel sends
Alex  undercover  to  the  Point  Blanc
Academy,  an  exclusive  and  remote
school in the French Alps for the sons of
super-rich, troubled men. The school is
run  by  the  enigmatic  Dr.  Grief,  who
claims  to  reform  rebellious  teenagers.
But when two of the school's "graduates"
return home and attempt to assassinate
their  own  fathers,  Alex  real izes
something far more sinister is at play.
This  novel  is  a  masterclass  in  tension
and  introduces  a  chilling  concept  of
i d e n t i t y  t h e f t  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l
manipulation. The isolated, mountainous
setting creates a perfect pressure cooker
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for Alex’s next harrowing mission.

Book 3: Skeleton
Key (2002)
The action heats up and goes global in
Skeleton Key. Alex is sent on what is
supposed to be a simple vacation to the
Caribbean  with  the  retired  CIA  agent
responsible  for  his  father’s  death.
However, this holiday is a sham, a cover
for  a  mission  involving  a  former  KGB
agent, a nuclear weapon, and a plot to
destabilize  the  world.  Unbeknownst  to
his  handler,  Alex  becomes  the  key  to
everything.  This  book  broadens  the
series’  scope,  moving from British  soil
and European boarding schools  to  the
tropical,  perilous  landscapes  of  Cuba,

showcasing  Horowitz’s  talent  for  vivid,
cinematic locations.

Book 4: Eagle
Strike (2003)
In  Eagle  Strike,  Alex  is  on  his  own.
After a traumatic experience at the end
of Skeleton Key, he has retired from MI6.
But when he stumbles upon a plot by the
world’s most famous pop star,  Damian
Cray,  to  launch a nuclear  attack,  Alex
can’t walk away. Cray, a philanthropist
and  peace  activist,  has  a  terrifying
secret plan to achieve world peace, and
he’s willing to destroy millions to do it.
This  book  is  a  personal  and  intense
story, as Alex is a fugitive from his own
agency, forced to act without backup or
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a  safety  net.  It  highlights  his  growing
disillusionment with the spy world and
his own moral compass.

Book 5: Scorpia
(2004)
A game-changing entry in the order of
the  Alex  Rider  series.  Scorpia  is  the
most  personal  mission  yet.  Alex  is
invited to join the world’s most powerful
and  secretive  criminal  organization,
Scorpia, which claims to have known his
father. In a classic spy thriller trope, Alex
must go undercover within the enemy’s
lair,  this  time in Venice and a remote
island in the Mediterranean. He is tasked
with assassinating a man, but the price
of joining Scorpia is a terrible truth about

his own father’s past. This novel delves
deeply into Alex’s backstory and forces
him  to  question  everything  he  knows
about his family, his allegiances, and his
own identity.

Book 6: Ark
Angel (2005)
Ark  Angel  takes  the  series  into  new
territory,  literally.  After  a hospital  stay
following the events of Scorpia, Alex is
recruited by a billionaire’s  son to help
him expose an ecological terrorist group
called  Force  Three.  The  plot  quickly
escalates  to  involve  the  world’s  first
luxury hotel in space: the Ark Angel. This
thri l ler  combines  eco-terrorism,
corporate  greed,  and  a  high-stakes
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showdown in zero gravity. It’s a fun, fast-
paced adventure that shows Alex’s skills
are more refined than ever, but also that
the  stakes  are  growing  ever  more
astronomical.

Book 7:
Snakehead
(2007)
In Snakehead, Alex is sent to Australia
on a mission for  the Australian Secret
Intelligence  Service  (ASIS).  He  must
infiltrate  a  notorious  people-smuggling
syndicate known as the Snakehead. The
leader of this operation is the terrifying
criminal mastermind, Major Winston Yu.

This mission is a deep dive into the dark
underworld  of  human  trafficking,  and  it
tests  Alex’s  resolve  like  never  before.
The  novel  also  advances  the  ongoing
narrative  of  Scorpia,  showing  how the
organization's  influence  continues  to
ripple  through  Alex’s  life.  This  is  a
grittier, more mature novel in the series.

Book 8: Crocodile
Tears (2009)
Crocodile Tears sees Alex drawn into a
conflict  with  a  powerful  charity
organization  called  Greenfields.  The
charity’s  charismatic  leader,  Desmond
McCain, is not the saint he appears to
be.  His  plan involves using genetically
modified  crops  to  create  a  devastating
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biological  weapon.  This  mission  takes
Alex from the frozen streets of London to
the heart of Africa, pitting him against a
foe who uses philanthropy as a mask for
mass  murder.  The  novel  continues  to
explore  the  moral  gray  areas  of
espionage  and  the  hidden  dangers
lurking  behind  seemingly  noble  causes.

Book 9: Scorpia
Rising (2011)
This  is  the  novel  that  was  originally
intended to be the series finale. Scorpia
Rising  is  a  dark,  emotional,  and
explosive  conclusion  to  a  major  story
arc.  Scorpia,  the organization Alex has
been  battling  for  years,  launches  its
most ambitious and vengeful plan. They

target  everyone  Alex  has  ever  cared
about: his friends, his housekeeper, his
allies.  For  the  first  time,  Alex  has  no
mission  to  save  the  world.  This  is  a
personal war, and he is the target. The
book  is  a  brutal,  unflinching  look  at  the
cost of a life in the shadows and forces
Alex to make an impossible choice about
his future. It is a powerful and mature
entry that was universally praised for its
emotional depth.

Book 10: Never
Say Die (2017)
Six  years  after  the  dramatic  finale  of
Scorpia  Rising,  Horowitz  brought  Alex
back in Never Say Die. This book is a
direct sequel, finding Alex trying to live a
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normal life. But his past catches up with
him  when  he  is  targeted  by  a  new,
deadly  enemy.  He  is  forced  out  of
retirement to discover the truth about a
plot  that  connects  back  to  his  most
dangerous  adversaries.  This  novel  re-
introduces  the  character  for  a  new
generation, reaffirming that for a spy like
Alex Rider, the job is never truly over.
It ’s  a  fast-paced,  globe-trott ing
adventure that honors the legacy of the
series while setting up new stories.

Book 11:
Nightshade

(2020)
In  Nightshade,  Alex  faces  his  most
terrifying and personal enemy yet. The
book  introduces  a  new  cr iminal
organization  that  uses  indoctrinated
child soldiers. This is a masterful return
to  form,  bringing  back  the  classic
formula  of  gadgets,  gymkhanas,  and
high-stakes  missions,  but  with  a  21st-
century  twist .  The  p lot  i s  more
sophisticated,  the  threats  are  more
chilling, and Alex, now older and more
experienced,  must  confront  the  very
nature of what it  means to be a child
weapon.  It  is  a  gripping  and  thought-
provoking thriller that has been lauded
as one of the best in the later series.
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Book 12: Strike
Lightning (2022)
Continuing  the  revived  series,  Strike
Lightning  (published  in  the  UK  as
Nightshade  Revenge  in  some
territories)  sees  Alex  deep  in  the
aftermath of his last mission. He is sent
to  a  remote  European  country  to
infiltrate  a  high-security  prison.  The
mission  is  a  rescue  operation,  but  it
quickly becomes a labyrinth of betrayal
and  conflicting  loyalties.  The  novel
explores the technology of cyber-warfare
and  the  manipulation  of  information,
showing how the world of espionage is
changing.  Alex  is  now  a  seasoned
operative, but even his skills are tested

to  their  limit  in  this  tightly  plotted,
claustrophobic thriller.

Book 13: Russian
Roulette (2024)
The  most  recent  addition  to  the  core
series, Russian Roulette, takes a bold
step.  While  it  is  chronologically  the final
book in  the series,  it  serves  a  unique
purpose.  The entire  novel  is  told  from
the  perspective  of  the  series'  most
famous antagonist, Yassen Gregorovich,
the assassin who has been a shadowy
figure since the first book. It is a prequel
that reveals Yassen’s origin story, from
his  childhood  in  Russia  to  how  he
became the world’s most feared killer.
This  book  is  a  must-read  for  fans,
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providing  a  rich,  complex,  and  deeply
sympathetic  backstory  for  one  of
literature’s  great  anti-villains.  It  re-
contextualizes every event in the entire
series.

READING ORDER FOR PRE-QUELS
AND SUPPLEMENTARY BOOKS

Beyond  the  thirteen  main  novels,  the
Alex  Rider  universe  includes  several
companion  books.  The  generally
recommended order for these is based
on  their  narrat ive  placement  or
publication for maximum enjoyment.

The Prequel:

Alex Rider:
Secret Weapon
(2018)
This is a collection of seven short stories
that  take  place  between  the  main
novels.  They  fill  in  gaps  and  provide
mini-adventures. For example, the story
"The Double" takes place before Scorpia,
and "The Cube" takes place before Ark
Angel.  While  you can read them after
finishing  the  main  series,  they  are  best
enjoyed after you are familiar with Alex’s
journey,  as  they  often  reference
characters and missions from the longer
books.
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The Companion:
The Alex Rider:
Mission Files
(2008)
This  is  a  non-fiction  companion  guide
filled  with  profiles  of  characters,  gadget
specifications, and mission briefings. It is
a  treat  for  dedicated  fans  but  is  not
essential to the narrative. It can be read
at  any  point  after  finishing  the  first  few
books.

Graphic Novel

Adaptations
Many of the early novels were adapted
into graphic novels by Anthony Horowitz
and  various  artists,  including  the
incredible Kanako Damerum and Yuzuru
Takasaki. Stormbreaker (2006), Point
Blanc (2007), and Skeleton Key (2009)
have  graphic  novel  versions  that  are
faithful to the source material. These are
a  fantastic  way  to  re-experience  the
stories or for visual learners to enter the
series  for  the  first  time.  Reading  them
after the corresponding novel is a great
way  to  see  the  story  from  a  different
perspective.


