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THE ENDURING LEGACY OF THE
MATRIARCH OF EUROPE

Few figures in history have left a genetic
and political footprint as vast as Queen
Victoria. Her reign, which spanned from
1837  to  1901,  defined  an  era  of
industrial  progress,  imperial  expansion,
and strict moral codes. Yet, perhaps her
most fascinating legacy is not the steam

engine  or  the  architecture  of  the
Victorian age, but her children and their
children. The web of power, tragedy, and
influence woven by the Queen Victoria
family  tree  descendants  is  a  story
that  reshaped the  course  of  European
history. Understanding this lineage is like
holding  a  map  to  the  great  royal
dynasties of the 20th and 21st centuries,
revealing how one woman became the
common  ancestor  of  the  continent's
ruling  houses.
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Victoria and her beloved husband, Prince
Albert  of  Saxe-Coburg and Gotha,  had
nine  children.  Through  strategic
marriages, these children were married
into almost every major European royal
family.  This  strategy,  which  Victoria
herself  oversaw,  earned  her  the
affectionate  and  accurate  nickname,
"The Grandmother of Europe." However,
this web of kinship had a darker side.
The intermarriage among these families
a lso  led  to  the  t rag ic  spread  of
hemophilia, a blood clotting disorder that
affected  several  of  her  descendants.
Today,  the  branches  of  her  tree  are
numerous,  stretching  from  the  British
throne  to  the  royal  houses  of  Spain,
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Greece, and
even  Russia.  To  trace  the  Queen
Victoria family tree descendants  is

to uncover a powerful narrative of love,
war, disease, and the fall of empires.

THE FOUNDATIONAL BRANCH:
VICTORIA AND ALBERTS NINE
CHILDREN

To understand the sprawling nature of
her  descendants,  one  must  first  start
with  the  original  nine.  Each  of  these
children  became  a  bridge  to  a  different
part of Europe.

Victoria, Princess Royal
(Vicky): The eldest child. She
married Frederick III of Germany.
Her son became Kaiser Wilhelm II,
the man who would lead Germany
into World War I. This branch is
crucial for understanding the
animosity between Britain and
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Germany in the early 1900s, as
Wilhelm was Queen Victoria’s
grandson, yet deeply resented his
British relatives.
King Edward VII (Bertie): The
heir to the British throne. His reign
ushered in the Edwardian era.
Through his son, George V, he
became the grandfather of both
King Edward VIII and King George
VI, making him the great-
grandfather of the current
monarch, King Charles III.
Princess Alice: She married Louis
IV, Grand Duke of Hesse. Alice is a
tragic figure who passed the
hemophilia gene to the Russian
royal family. Her daughter, Alix
(Alexandra), married Tsar Nicholas
II. Alice’s descendants met violent

ends during the Russian
Revolution.
Prince Alfred (Affie): He served
in the Royal Navy and later
became the Duke of Edinburgh
and regent of the Duchy of Saxe-
Coburg and Gotha. His daughter,
Marie, became the Queen of
Romania, a formidable and famous
figure in her own right.
Princess Helena (Lenchen): She
married Prince Christian of
Schleswig-Holstein. Though she
remained largely in Britain, her
descendants are connected to the
German and Danish nobility.
Princess Louise: Known for her
artistic talents and independent
spirit, she married the Marquess of
Lorne, who later became the Duke



4

4 Queen Victoria Family Tree Descendants 2024-11-05

of Argyll. She did not have
children, but her life was a
fascinating deviation from royal
norms.
Prince Arthur: He served as a
military officer and later as
Governor General of Canada. His
descendants are still active in the
British royal family and the
Commonwealth. His
granddaughter, the Honourable
Lady Saltoun, was a close friend of
the Queen Mother.
Prince Leopold: Victoria's
youngest son, who suffered from
hemophilia. He was a scholar and
patron of the arts. He died young
due to a fall that caused a brain
hemorrhage. His daughter,
Princess Alice of Athlone, lived to

be 97 and was the last surviving
grandchild of Queen Victoria.
Princess Beatrice (Baby): The
youngest child, she was also a
carrier of hemophilia. She nursed
her mother during her long
widowhood. She married Prince
Henry of Battenberg. Through her
daughter, Victoria Eugenie (Ena),
the hemophilia gene entered the
Spanish Royal Family. Ena married
King Alfonso XIII of Spain.

This initial generation set the stage for a
century of  political  drama. The Queen
Victoria family tree descendants did
not  just  sit  on  thrones;  they  actively
shaped  the  policies  and  alliances  that
led to the First World War.
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THE RUSSIAN CONNECTION:
TRAGEDY AND MARTYRDOM

One  of  the  most  poignant  and  tragic
branches of the tree stems from Princess
Alice.  Her  daughter,  Alix  of  Hesse,
married Tsar Nicholas II of Russia. Alix,
deeply  in  love  with  her  husband,
converted  to  Russian  Orthodoxy  and
became the last Tsarina of Russia.
This  union  is  a  stark  example  of  the
dangers of the royal gene pool. Alix was
a carrier  of  hemophilia,  inherited from
her mother, Alice, who inherited it from
Queen Victoria. The Tsarevich Alexei, the
long-awaited  male  heir  to  the  Russian
throne,  suffered  from  this  agonizing
condition. His suffering led the Tsarina to
seek  help  from  the  mystic  Grigori
Rasputin,  whose  influence  at  court

destabi l ized  the  monarchy  and
contributed to the public's distrust of the
royal family.
The  tragic  end  of  this  branch  is  well
known.  In  1918,  Nicholas,  Alexandra,
and  their  five  children  (Olga,  Tatiana,
Maria,  Anastasia,  and  Alexei)  were
executed  by  the  Bolsheviks  in  a
basement  in  Ekaterinburg.  This  brutal
murder  extinguished  one  of  the  most
famous  lines  of  the  Queen  Victoria
family tree descendants. For decades,
imposters like Anna Anderson claimed to
be  the  surviving  Grand  Duchess
Anastasia,  capturing  the  world's
imagination.  DNA  testing  has  since
proven  that  the  entire  family  was
murdered,  closing a  chapter  of  sorrow
and mystery.
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THE GERMAN AND BRITISH
DIVIDE: COUSINS AT WAR

Perhaps the most ironic twist in the story
of  the  Queen  Victoria  family  tree
descendants  is  the  relationship
between King  George  V  of  the  United
Kingdom  and  Kaiser  Wilhelm  II  of
Germany.  They  were  first  cousins.
George’s  father  was  Edward  VII ;
Wilhelm’s mother was Victoria, Princess
Royal.  They were also  related through
the Danish royal family.
The  three  cousins  at  the  outbreak  of
World  War  I  were  King  George  V
(Britain),  Kaiser  Wilhelm  II  (Germany),
and Tsar Nicholas II (Russia). George and
Nicky (Nicholas) looked so alike that they
were  often  mistaken  for  twins  in
photographs. Wilhelm, the odd one out,

was  envious  of  the  British  Navy  and
resentful  of  his  British  relatives.  He
bombarded  his  grandmother,  Queen
Victoria,  with letters  and visited often,
but his ambition and neurotic personality
strained the relationship.
When  war  broke  out  in  1914,  these
family  ties  meant  nothing  on  the
battlefield.  British  and  German  soldiers
killed  each  other  in  the  trenches,
knowing that their respective monarchs
were  cousins.  This  conflict  tested  the
very concept of European monarchy. The
war  directly  led  to  the  fal l  of  the
German, Russian, and Austro-Hungarian
empires. The British royal family, sensing
the  anti-German  sentiment  at  home,
changed their name from the House of
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha to the House of
Windsor  in  1917.  This  was  a  direct
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consequence of the war caused by their
own family members.

THE SPANISH BRANCH: A HIDDEN
LEGACY

Queen Victoria’s youngest child, Princess
Beatrice,  is  the  source  of  another
fascinating and lesser-known branch of
the  family  tree.  Beatrice’s  daughter,
Victoria  Eugenie  (Ena),  married  King
Alfonso  XIII  of  Spain  in  1906.  On  her
wedding day, a bomb exploded near the
royal  carriage,  and  Ena’s  white  dress
was  stained  with  blood,  a  gruesome
omen of the tragedy to come.
Like her cousin Alix, Ena was a carrier of
hemophilia.  She passed the disease to
her sons. The heir to the Spanish throne,
Prince Alfonso, was a hemophiliac, which
caused immense strain on the marriage

and  the  monarchy.  The  Spanish  royal
family unraveled in the 1930s, leading to
the establishment of the Second Spanish
Republic.  King  Alfonso  XIII  went  into
exile.
However, this branch did not die. Ena’s
grandson,  King  Juan  Carlos  I,  restored
the monarchy in Spain after the death of
Franco.  Today,  King Felipe VI  of  Spain
sits  on  the  throne.  This  makes  the
current Spanish king a direct descendant
of  Queen  Victoria  through  Princess
Beatrice. The hemophilia gene has since
been  bred  out  of  the  line,  but  the
connection remains a vital  part  of  the
modern  Queen  Victoria  family  tree
descendants.

THE SCANDINAVIAN CONNECTION

While the British and German branches
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are  the  most  famous,  the  Queen
Victoria family tree descendants also
spread  deeply  into  Scandinavia.  This
happened through several pathways.

Princess Margaret of1.
Connaught: The granddaughter
of Queen Victoria (through Prince
Arthur), she married the future
King Gustaf VI Adolf of Sweden.
She brought British style to the
Swedish court. Her descendants
include the current King Carl XVI
Gustaf of Sweden.
Princess Maud of Wales: The2.
daughter of King Edward VII, she
married her cousin, Prince Carl of
Denmark, who later became King
Haakon VII of Norway. Maud
became the first Queen of modern

independent Norway. Her son,
King Olav V, and her grandson,
King Harald V, are direct
descendants of Victoria. This
means the current King of Norway
is a great-great-grandson of Queen
Victoria.
Prince George of Greece and3.
Denmark: He married Princess
Marie Bonaparte, but his lineage
connects back to the Danish
branch of the family which
intermarried heavily with the
Russian and British royals.

The  Scandinavian  monarchies  are
generally  seen  as  stable  and  popular
today, a quiet legacy of Victoria’s prolific
family planning.
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MODERN DAY REIGN: THE
WINDSOR LINE

The  mos t  d i r ec t  and  power fu l
continuation  of  the  Queen  Victoria
family tree descendants is, of course,
the British Royal Family. King Charles III
is a direct descendant of Queen Victoria
via his great-grandfather, King George V,
who was Victoria’s grandson.
The  line  of  succession  is  remarkably
clear:

Queen Victoria → King Edward VII
→ King George V → King George VI
→ Queen Elizabeth II → King
Charles III

This line has weathered two world wars,
the  dissolution  of  the  empire,  and
massive  social  change.  The  current

British  monarchs,  including  William,
Prince of Wales, and his children, Prince
George,  Princess  Charlotte,  and  Prince
Louis, are the living embodiment of this
Victorian  legacy.  They  are  figures  of
global  fascination,  representing  both
continuity  and  modern  evolution.
Interestingly,  the  genetic  legacy
continues. While King Charles III and his
immediate  heirs  are  healthy,  the
hemophilia gene that plagued Victoria's
direct descendants has likely died out in
the British line because it did not pass to
Edward VII. However, it remained active
in the Spanish and Russian branches for
generations.

THE HEMOPHILIA FACTOR: A
GENETIC CURSE

No  discussion  of  the  Queen Victoria
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family tree descendants  is complete
without addressing the "Royal Disease."
Queen  Victor ia  was  a  carr ier  of
hemophilia  B,  a  genetic  mutation  that
impairs  the blood's  ability  to  clot.  Her
son Leopold suffered from it, and two of
her daughters, Alice and Beatrice, were
carriers who passed it on to the Russian
and Spanish royal families.
The disease reshaped politics. In Russia,
it  led  to  the  reliance  on  Rasputin.  In
Spain, it destabilized the monarchy. The
disease was a terrible irony for a family
obsessed  with  vitality  and  power.
Modern  historians  have  used  DNA

testing on the remains of the Romanov
family  to  confirm  that  the  disease  was
indeed  a  mutation  in  the  F9  gene,
tracing it back directly to Queen Victoria.
This  genetic  detective  work  has
confirmed  the  identities  of  the
Romanovs  and  solved  a  century-old
mystery.  The  disease  has  now  been
mostly  eliminated  from  royal  lines
through  careful  marriage  choices  and
modern medicine.

A TREE THAT SPANS CONTINENTS

The reach of the Queen Victoria family
tree descendants is not limited to


