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THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO THE WIX FUEL FILTER
CROSS REFERENCE CHART

If you maintain vehicles or heavy equipment, you know that a
clean fuel system is non-negotiable. The fuel filter is your first line
of defense against contaminants, rust, and debris that can cause
injector failure, reduced performance, and costly repairs. When it
comes to quality filtration, Wix is a name that professionals trust.
However, you might not always have a Wix filter number at your
fingertips,  or  you  may  be  looking  for  a  compatible  alternative
without sacrificing quality. This is where a Wix Fuel Filter Cross
Reference Chart becomes an indispensable tool. It bridges the
gap between different manufacturers, ensuring you get the right
fit  and  filtration  performance  for  your  engine,  regardless  of  the
original part number.
This article will explore everything you need to know about using
a  cross  reference  chart  for  Wix  fuel  filters.  We  will  break  down
how these charts  work,  why they are vital  for  proper  engine
maintenance,  and  how you  can  use  them to  save  time  and
money while ensuring your equipment runs at peak efficiency.

WHAT IS A WIX FUEL FILTER CROSS REFERENCE
CHART?

A Wix Fuel Filter Cross Reference Chart  is a database or
lookup  table  that  matches  Wix  fuel  filter  part  numbers  with
equivalent filters from other major manufacturers such as Fram,
Purolator, Baldwin, Donaldson, and AC Delco. It is also used in
reverse to find a Wix equivalent for a competitor's filter number.
These charts are not just simple lists; they are carefully curated
references  that  consider  critical  specifications  including  thread
size, gasket dimensions, micron rating, bypass valve setting, and
overall filter length and diameter.
While  many  generic  cross-reference  tools  exist  online,  a
dedicated  chart  for  Wix  filters  is  particularly  valuable  because
Wix is known for its high build quality and consistent engineering.
Wix  filters  often  become  the  gold  standard  for  replacements
when an original equipment manufacturer (OEM) part is either
too expensive or difficult to find. Using a reliable cross reference
chart  ensures  you  are  not  just  matching  a  part  number  but
verifying  that  the  replacement  filter  meets  or  exceeds  the  OEM
specifications.

How It Differs from a
Simple Part Number Lookup
A basic part number lookup might tell you that "Filter A" fits the
same vehicle as "Filter B," but it does not validate the internal
engineering. A robust Wix Fuel Filter Cross Reference Chart
goes  deeper.  It  accounts  for  the  filtration  media  type  (cellulose,
synthetic,  or  blended),  the  efficiency  rating  (such  as  99% at  10
microns),  and  the  flow  rate.  This  is  critical  because  a  filter  that
physically screws on but has a different internal pressure drop or
filtration efficiency can harm your engine over time.

WHY USING A CROSS REFERENCE CHART MATTERS

The primary reason to use a Wix Fuel Filter Cross Reference
Chart  is  compatibility.  However,  the benefits extend far  beyond
simply finding a filter that threads onto the housing. Here are the
key  reasons  why  this  tool  is  essential  for  any  mechanic,  fleet
manager,  or  DIY  enthusiast:

Ensures Correct Fitment: Fuel filters are not universal.
The thread pitch, sealing ring type, and overall size must
match precisely. A cross reference chart eliminates the
guesswork.
Maintains Warranty Compliance: Many OEM warranties
require the use of a filter that meets specific standards. A
Wix filter that cross-references to the OEM part often meets
or exceeds those standards, protecting your warranty.
Identifies High-Quality Alternatives: If your usual brand
is out of stock, or if you want to upgrade to a higher
performing filter, the chart shows you Wix options that are
often superior to standard retail brands.
Saves Time and Money: Instead of searching through
endless catalogs or returning incorrectly purchased filters,
a single lookup provides a direct solution.
Improves Engine Protection: The Wix filtration media is
engineered to trap more contaminants while maintaining
flow. By finding the correct Wix equivalent, you are likely
improving the protection of your fuel system.

HOW TO USE A WIX FUEL FILTER CROSS REFERENCE
CHART

Using  a  Wix  Fuel  Filter  Cross  Reference  Chart  is
straightforward, but there are a few steps you should follow to
ensure accuracy. Whether you are using a printed catalog from
an auto parts store or a digital database, the process is similar.

Step 1: Gather the Original
Part Number
The  first  step  is  to  locate  the  part  number  on  the  filter  you  are
replacing. This is usually printed on the metal can or on the box.
It might be a number from Ford (FL-1A), Cummins (FS-1000), or
another manufacturer. Write this down carefully. Double-check
that you have the number and not a date code or manufacturing
code.

Step 2: Locate the Correct
Section of the Chart
Most  cross  reference  charts  are  organized  alphabetically  by
brand.  Find  the  brand  of  the  filter  you  currently  have.  For
example,  if  you have a Fram filter,  look under "F" for  Fram. The
chart will  then list  the Fram part numbers in numerical  order
alongside the corresponding Wix part number.
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Step 3: Verify the Vehicle
or Equipment Application
This  is  the  most  critical  step.  A  Wix  Fuel  Filter  Cross
Reference Chart is only as good as the data it contains. After
you find a potential match, you should verify that the Wix filter is
intended  for  your  specific  engine.  Most  reputable  charts  include
an application column. Do not rely solely on the part number
match;  confirm that  the  listed  vehicle  make,  model,  and  engine
size are correct.

Step 4: Check Physical
Specifications
If you are unsure about the chart's accuracy, or if you are using a
less reputable source, compare the physical dimensions of the
Wix filter to your old one. Look at:

Overall height and diameter.
Thread size and type (SAE, metric, BSP).
Gasket diameter and shape (flat, o-ring, or tapered).
Location of the inlet/outlet ports (for spin-on filters).

UNDERSTANDING WIX FUEL FILTER DESIGNATIONS

To get the most out of a Wix Fuel Filter Cross Reference
Chart, it helps to understand how Wix names its filters. Wix part
numbers are not random; they follow a logic that indicates the
filter's  type,  series,  and  size.  This  knowledge  can  help  you
identify  a  suitable  filter  even  without  a  direct  cross-reference
match.

The Wix Numbering System
Most  Wix  fuel  filters  are  numbered  with  a  prefix  and  a  numeric
suffix. For example, the Wix 33481 is a well-known fuel filter for
many heavy-duty diesel applications. The "33" series is typically
for  fuel  filters,  while  other  series  like  "24"  or  "25"  are  for  oil
filters. The specific number indicates the thread size, gasket size,
and internal configuration. Knowing this can help you browse the
Wix  catalog directly  if  you know the general  dimensions  you
need.

Heavy Duty vs. Light Duty
Wix  produces  filters  for  passenger  cars  (light  duty)  and
commercial trucks/equipment (heavy duty). The Wix Fuel Filter
Cross  Reference  Chart  usually  separates  these  categories.
Heavy duty filters often have higher dirt-holding capacity and are
designed for extended service intervals. A common mistake is
cross-referencing  a  light-duty  filter  for  a  heavy-duty  application,
which  can  lead  to  premature  clogging.  Always  check  the  filter
series (e.g., 33xxx vs. 24xxx) to ensure you are in the correct
category.

COMMON APPLICATIONS AND CROSS-REFERENCE
EXAMPLES

To illustrate how a Wix Fuel Filter Cross Reference Chart
works in real life, let us look at a few common scenarios where
cross-referencing is frequently needed.

Ford Powerstroke Diesel
Engines
The Ford 7.3L Powerstroke uses a specific fuel filter that is often
expensive  at  the  dealer.  A  common  cross-reference  is  the
Motorcraft  FD-4596. Using a reliable chart,  you will  find that the
Wix  33481  is  a  direct  replacement.  This  Wix  filter  is  known  for
higher efficiency and is often preferred by diesel enthusiasts. The
cross  reference chart  confirms that  the  thread size,  gasket,  and
micron rating are identical.

Cummins ISX and N14
Engines
For heavy-duty truck engines like the Cummins ISX, the OEM filter
(Fleetguard FS-1000) is a common reference. A high-quality cross
reference chart will show the Wix 35833 or a similar heavy-duty
filter  as  a  direct  equivalent.  This  allows  fleet  operators  to
standardize  on  one  brand  across  multiple  truck  models,
simplifying  inventory  management.

Small Engines and Lawn
Equipment
Even  small  engines  benefit  from  cross-referencing.  A  common
issue  is  finding  that  the  OEM  filter  for  a  Kohler  or  Briggs  &
Stratton engine is  no longer  produced.  By using a Wix Fuel
Filter  Cross  Reference  Chart,  you  can  find  a  Wix  33011  or
33222  that  fits  the  small  fuel  line  and  provides  the  necessary
filtration  for  a  lawn  mower  or  generator.

TIPS FOR CHOOSING THE RIGHT FUEL FILTER USING A
CROSS REFERENCE

Using a Wix Fuel Filter Cross Reference Chart is a powerful
method for finding the right filter,  but it  is not the only factor in
making a good choice. Here are some practical tips to ensure you
select the best filter for your needs.

Prioritize Micron Rating: The micron rating determines1.
what size particles the filter can capture. A lower micron
rating (e.g., 2 microns) offers better protection but may
clog faster. A cross reference chart should list the micron
rating. Do not replace a 30-micron filter with a 2-micron
filter unless the system is designed for it, as it can restrict
flow.
Consider the Media Type: Wix offers synthetic, cellulose,2.
and blended media. Synthetic media typically offers higher
efficiency and longer life. If your cross reference shows a
standard cellulose filter, but you need a synthetic for water
separation or extended drain intervals, you may need to
look for a specific Wix XP or Racor series.
Check for Water Separation: For diesel engines, water3.
separation is critical. Some fuel filters are designed to
separate water from fuel. A standard cross reference chart
may not distinguish between a simple particulate filter and
a water-separating filter. Ensure that the Wix filter you are
selecting is designed for water separation if your system
requires it.
Use Reputable Sources: Not all cross reference charts4.
are created equal. Some are compiled from user
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submissions and may contain errors. Stick to charts
provided by Wix directly, major filter distributors, or well-
known automotive databases. Avoid free forums or
unverified websites for critical applications.
Consider the Bypass Valve: Many fuel filters have an5.
internal bypass valve that opens if the filter becomes
clogged. The pressure setting of this valve must match the
fuel system specifications. A cross reference chart that
does not include bypass valve data is incomplete. If you
cannot find this information, contact the manufacturer.

WHERE TO FIND RELIABLE WIX FUEL FILTER CROSS
REFERENCE CHARTS

Finding  an  accurate  and  up-to-date  Wix  Fuel  Filter  Cross
Reference Chart is easier than ever, but you must choose your
sources wisely. Here are the most reliable places to look:

Official Wix Website (WixFilters.com): The
manufacturer provides a comprehensive online lookup tool.
This is the most authoritative source. You can enter any
competitor part number and receive the correct Wix
equivalent instantly.
Major Auto Parts Retailers: Websites like NAPA Auto
Parts (which carries Wix filters under the NAPA Gold label),
O'Reilly Auto Parts, and Summit Racing have integrated
cross-reference tools in their parts lookup systems. These
are


