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THE BERSA
THUNDER 380: A
GUIDE TO ITS

PARTS DIAGRAM
The Bersa Thunder 380

has long been a
favorite among
concealed carry
enthusiasts, target

shooters, and those
who appreciate the
balance of reliability
and affordability in a
compact pistol.
Chambered in .380
ACP, this Argentine-
made firearm offers a
sleek design
reminiscent of the

classic Walther PPK,
but with a modern
twist and a price point
that attracts both new
and experienced gun
owners. Whether you
own a Thunder 380 for
personal defense,
competition, or casual
range trips, knowing
the inner workings of
your pistol is essential
for proper
maintenance,
troubleshooting, and
even customization.

At the heart of this
knowledge lies the
Bersa Thunder 380
parts diagram. A
detailed parts diagram
serves as a visual map
of every component,
from the smallest
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spring to the main
frame. For anyone who
wants to field-strip
their pistol for
cleaning, replace a
worn-out part, or
simply understand how
the firearm functions,
the parts diagram is an
indispensable tool. This
article breaks down the
key assemblies of the
Bersa Thunder 380,
explains how to
interpret an exploded
view diagram, and
offers practical advice
for locating and using
replacement parts.

OVERVIEW OF THE
BERSA THUNDER
380

First introduced in the
1990s by Bersa S.A. of
Argentina, the Thunder
380 quickly carved out

features a blowback-
operated action, a
fixed barrel, and a
single-action/double-
action trigger system.
The gun is known for
its ergonomic grip,
manageable recoil, and
excellent accuracy for
its size. Many owners
appreciate the manual
safety/decocker lever,
which allows for a safe
carry with a round in
the chamber.

Like any mechanical
device, the Thunder
380 requires
occasional

maintenance and part
replacement. Springs
can weaken, extractors
may wear, and small
pins can break. Having
access to a Bersa
Thunder 380 parts
diagram not only

a niche as a reliable simplifies repairs but
and affordable also helps you identify
alternative to exactly which part
European-designed needs attention.
pocket pistols. It Whether you are a
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seasoned gunsmith or
a first-time owner, the

diagram is your
roadmap to the
firearm'’s internal

architecture.

WHY YOU NEED A
PARTS DIAGRAM

Many gun owners
assume they can
simply take their pistol
apart and reassemble
it by memory.
However, the Thunder
380 has a few tricky
components—such as
the trigger bar spring
and the sear
engagement—that can
be easily misaligned
during reassembly. A
parts diagram provides
an exploded view that
shows how each piece
fits together and in
what order. This
becomes especially
important if you need
to replace a specific
part and want to
ensure you order the

correct one.

Common scenarios
where a parts diagram
proves invaluable
include:

e Deep cleaning:
Removing the
firing pin,
extractor, and
other small parts
for thorough
carbon removal.

e Trigger job:
Swapping out
springs or
polishing contact
surfaces to
improve pull
weight.

* Replacing
broken
components:
Such as a
cracked recoil
spring rod or a
snapped trigger
return spring.

e Upgrading
sights or grips:
Understanding
how the rear



sight is retained
and how the grip
panels attach.

With a reliable parts
diagram, you can
approach any of these
tasks with confidence,
reducing the risk of
losing small pieces or
damaging delicate
assemblies.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF THE BERSA
THUNDER 380
(REFERENCED
FROM THE PARTS
DIAGRAM)

An official Bersa
Thunder 380 parts
diagram typically
organizes components
by major assemblies.
Below is a walkthrough

Frame
Assembly

The frame is the
serialized part of the
pistol and houses the
trigger mechanism,
magazine catch, and
grip. Key parts in this
assembly include:

e Frame (lower
receiver): The
main body,
usually made of
an aluminum
alloy.

e Trigger and
trigger bar: The
trigger pulls the
trigger bar
rearward to
release the sear.

: o r an
of the most important Sear and
roups ou will hammer: In

g P y single-action

encounter.
mode, the
hammer is
cocked by the
slide; in double-
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action, the
trigger pulls the
hammer
rearward before
releasing it.

e Trigger bar
spring: A curved
spring that
provides tension
to the trigger bar
and often gets
dislodged during
reassembly.
Magazine catch
and release
button: Located
on the left side of
the frame, it
retains the
magazine.

Grip panels:
Held in place by
SCrews;
aftermarket grips
are common.

Slide

Assembly

The slide houses the
barrel,  firing pin,
extractor, and recoil
spring assembly. Key
parts include:

* Slide (upper
receiver):
Machined steel
with serrations
for gripping.

e Barrel: Fixed
and non-tilting
due to the
blowback design.

* Recoil spring
and guide rod:
The spring
absorbs the
slide’s rearward
movement. The
guide rod can be
a single piece or
two-piece design
depending on the
model variant.

e Firing pin and
firing pin
spring: The
firing pin is



struck by the
hammer and is
retained by a roll
pin.

e Extractor and
extractor
spring: Claws
onto the
cartridge rim to
eject spent
casings.

e Ejector: Usually
pinned into the
frame, but
interacts with the
slide.

e Rear sight and
front sight: The
rear sight is
typically
dovetailed and
adjustable for
windage on some
models.

Magazine
Assembly

The magazine is a
detachable box that

feeds cartridges into
the chamber. Parts
include the magazine
body, follower, spring,
and base plate.
Occasionally, the
magazine catch notch

may wear out,
requiring a new
magazine or

replacement of the
catch itself.

HOW TO READ A
BERSA THUNDER
380 PARTS
DIAGRAM

Most parts diagrams
use an exploded view
where each component
is drawn separated
from its assembly but
aligned to show its
position. Numbers or
letters often
correspond to a parts
list with descriptions
and part numbers.
When you download or
reference an official
Bersa Thunder 380
parts diagram from
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the manufacturer or a
trusted retailer, look
for the following:

1. Part numbers:
These are crucial
for ordering
replacements.
For example, the
extractor might
be listed as “Part
#106" or a
similar code.

2. Quantities:
Some parts, like
Screws or
springs, may
require two or
three per
assembly.

3. Assembly
grouping: Sub-
assemblies often
have their own
breakout views
within the main
diagram.

Many online vendors
display the diagram on
their product page so
you can visually
confirm the part you

need. If you are trying
to identify a lost or
broken component,
compare its shape and
location in the diagram
with the actual firearm.
The diagram also
shows the direction of
springs and orientation
of small pins—very

helpful when
reassembling.
SOURCING
REPLACEMENT
PARTS FROM THE
DIAGRAM

Once you have

identified the part you
need using the Bersa
Thunder 380 parts
diagram, the next
step is ordering.
Several avenues exist:

» Bersa’s official
website or
authorized
dealers: These
will have genuine
factory parts,
which are always



recommended
for critical
components like
springs and
extractors.

o Aftermarket
suppliers:
Companies like
Wolff
manufacture
upgraded recoil
springs and
magazine
springs. Many
also sell
replacement
firing pins and
guide rods.

e Online part
diagrams and
retailers: Sites
like Numrich Gun
Parts, Brownells,
and
Gunpartscorp.co
m offer exploded
diagrams with
clickable part
numbers for easy
ordering.

When ordering, always
double-check the part

number from the
diagram. Bersa has
produced several
variants of the Thunder
380 (e.qg., the Thunder
380 Plus, the Thunder
380 Combat, and the
standard model), and
some parts may differ
in size or shape. A
correct diagram
ensures you receive
the right component
the first time.

STEP-BY-STEP
DISASSEMBLY
USING THE PARTS
DIAGRAM

Below is a basic field-
strip process for the
Bersa Thunder 380,
with reference to the
parts diagram to help
you identify each
piece:

1. Ensure the
firearm is
unloaded:
Remove the
magazine, lock
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the slide back,
and inspect the
chamber.

. Release the
slide: Pull the
slide slightly
rearward and lift
the takedown
lever (located on
the left side
above the trigger
guard). Allow the
slide to move
forward and off
the frame.

. Remove the
recoil spring
assembly: On
the diagram, you
will see the recoil
spring (often a
flat wire spring)
and the guide
rod. Lift it out of
the slide.

. Remove the
barrel: The
barrel simply lifts
out of the slide
from the rear.
Refer to the
diagram to note

how the barrel
sits against the
slide’s breech
face.

. Clean and

inspect: Now
you can clean
the slide’s
internals, the
frame’s trigger
mechanism, and
the barrel bore.
Use the diagram
to locate the
extractor and
firing pin if you
wish to remove
them for deeper
cleaning
(requires a punch
to drift out
retaining pins).

. Reassemble:

Reverse the
steps. The parts
diagram can help
you confirm that
the recoil spring
is oriented
correctly (some
have a narrow
end that fits over



the guide rod).

For complete
disassembly of the grip
frame (including

trigger and sear), you
may need to remove
the grip panels and
drive out the trigger
pin and hammer pin.
An exploded diagram is
especially helpful here
to show the order of
the trigger bar, sear,
hammer, and their
respective springs.

MAINTENANCE
TIPS SUPPORTED
BY THE PARTS
DIAGRAM

Regularly consulting
your Bersa Thunder
380 parts diagram
can also help you
prevent problems. For
instance:

¢ Inspect the
extractor
spring: If the
diagram shows a

10

thin, coiled
spring, check for
rust or fatigue. A
weak extractor
can cause failure
to eject.

e Check the
recoil spring
length:
Compare it to the
diagram’s
specification. If it
has shortened or
become limp,
replace it to
avoid slide
damage.

e Look for burrs
on the trigger
bar: The
diagram reveals
the trigger bar’s
bent shape.
Smoothing any
rough edges can
improve trigger
feel.

Additionally, store a
printed copy of the
diagram in your gun
cleaning kit. That way,
if you accidentally
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launch a small spring
across the room, you
can quickly identify
what it is and where it
goes.

COMMON
MISTAKES WHEN
USING THE PARTS
DIAGRAM

Even with a clear
diagram, errors
happen. Below are
pitfalls to avoid:

e Assuming all
diagrams are
identical: Bersa
updated the
Thunder 380
over the years.
Newer models
may have a
different safety

lever or a
redesigned
trigger bar.
Always verify the
diagram matches
your pistol’s
serial number
range.

Losing
orientation:
When
disassembling,
lay out parts in
the order shown
on the diagram.
This makes
reassembly
intuitive.

Over-
tightening
screws: Grip
screws and sight
screws can strip.
The



