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INTRODUCTION: THE LUMINARY
OF LOOSE WATERCOLORS

In the world of watercolor painting, few
names resonate with as much reverence
and admiration  as  Milind Mulick.  For
decades,  this  Indian  artist  has  been
synonymous with a style that is at once
spontaneous  and  met icu lous ly
controlled,  vibrant  yet  ethereal.  When
one  searches  for  Milind  Mulick
watercolor  techniques,  they  are  not

merely looking for painting tips; they are
delving  into  a  philosophy  of  art  that
prioritizes  light,  atmosphere,  and
emotional  resonance  over  rigid  detail.
Mulick  has  become a  beacon for  both
aspiring and professional  artists across
the globe, particularly in the domain of
landscape and urban sketching. His work
is  a  masterclass  in  the "less  is  more"
approach,  where  every  brushstroke
serves a purpose, and the white of the
paper is treated as a precious color in its
own right.
This article explores the life, techniques,

https://remodelicious.com/


2

2 Milind Mulick Watercolor 2022-12-05

and  enduring  legacy  of  Milind  Mulick,
offering a comprehensive look at why his
watercolors  continue  to  inspire  and
captivate.  Whether  you  are  an  artist
looking to refine your own practice or an
admirer  of  fine  art,  understanding  the
man  behind  the  brush  enriches  the
appreciation of each luminous sheet he
creates.

WHO IS MILIND MULICK? A BRIEF
BIOGRAPHY

Born and raised in India, Milind Mulick
is  an architect  by training,  a fact  that
profoundly  influences  his  watercolor
compositions.  His  understanding  of
perspective,  structure,  and the play of
light  on  built  forms  gives  his  urban
landscapes an authenticity that is rare.
Unlike many artists who rely solely on

formal  ar t  educat ion ,  Mul ick ’s
architectural  background  provides  a
unique foundation. He can deconstruct a
complex  street  scene  into  its  core
geometric  elements,  then soften those
forms using the fluidity of watercolor.
Over the past three decades, Mulick has
conducted  numerous  workshops
worldwide, authored instructional books,
and  shared  his  process  generously  on
platforms  like  YouTube.  His  popularity
surged as artists discovered his ability to
break down the intimidating "loose style"
into digestible concepts. Today, a Milind
Mulick  watercolor  piece  is  instantly
recognizable:  glowing  skies,  crisp
shadows,  and  a  sense  of  spontaneity
that seems effortless. But as any student
of  his  will  attest,  that  effortless  look  is
the  result  of  rigorous  practice  and  a



Milind Mulick Watercolor 3

3

deep understanding of water behavior.

THE DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS
OF MILIND MULICK’S
WATERCOLOR STYLE

To  fully  appreciate  a  Milind  Mulick
watercolor  paint ing,  one  must
understand  the  core  principles  he
employs.  H is  s ty le  is  not  about
accidental  splashes;  i t  is  about
controlled  chaos.

1. The Mastery of
Light and

Shadow
The most  striking element  in  a  Mulick
painting  is  his  treatment  of  light.  He
often  paints  scenes  under  strong
sunlight, where contrasts are sharp. He
uses  deep,  warm  shadows  (mixing
ultramarine, burnt sienna, and alizarin)
to  define  forms,  while  leaving  large
areas of untouched paper to represent
the  sunlit  surfaces.  This  technique,
known as "reserving whites," is central
to  the  Milind  Mulick  watercolor
aesthetic. He teaches that the white of
the paper is not an absence of color but
the brightest color in the palette.
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2. The "Wet into
Wet" Approach
Mulick  is  famous  for  his  confident
application of  wet-into-wet  washes.  He
floods  the  paper  with  water,  then  drops
in  pigment,  allowing  colors  to  blend
seamlessly on the paper’s surface. This
creates  the  soft,  diffused  backgrounds
typical of his skies and distant hills. He
then  lets  the  paper  dry  to  a  specific
dampness  (the  "sheen"  state)  before
adding  sharper  strokes  for  details  like
windows,  branches,  or  figures.  The
balance  between  wet  and  dry  is  the
most  critical,  and  often  most  difficult,
aspect of a Milind Mulick watercolor
technique.

3. Simplified
Color Palettes
Unlike  many  watercolorists  who  use  a
full array of tubes, Mulick recommends a
limited  palette.  He  typically  builds  his
paintings  using  just  three  or  four
primaries plus a few convenience colors
like  cerulean blue or  neutral  tint.  This
limitation forces the artist to mix colors
strategically,  resulting in a harmonious
and  unified  painting.  A  typical  Milind
Mulick  watercolor  palette  might
include  lemon  yellow,  phthalo  blue,
alizarin crimson, and burnt sienna. From
these,  he  can  mix  almost  any  hue
needed  for  landscapes  and  urban
scenes.
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4. Looseness
with Intention
The  hallmark  of  a  Milind  Mulick
watercolor  is  i ts  loose,  a lmost
impressionistic quality. However, this is
not  sloppiness.  Every  stroke  has  a
purpose.  He  often  says,  "A  painting
should look like it was done quickly, but
it  should  be  planned  carefully."  He
emphas izes  the  impor tance  o f
observation before painting — studying
the  scene,  identifying  the  focal  point,
and deciding what to omit. In his urban
sketches, cars, people, and windows are
suggested with a few swift strokes rather
than painstakingly drawn.

SUBJECTS THAT DEFINE HIS
PORTFOLIO

While Mulick paints a variety of subjects,
three categories  dominate his  body of
work,  each  offering  unique  lessons  for
the  watercolor  enthusiast.

Landscapes: The
Soul of Natural
Light
From the misty valleys of the Himalayas
to  the  sun-drenched  fields  of  rural
Maharashtra,  Mulick’s  landscapes  are
celebrations of nature. He often paints
rivers, trees, and skies with a softness
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that conveys the very feeling of the air.
In  a  Milind  Mulick  watercolor
landscape,  the  viewer  can  almost  feel
the  humidity  or  the  chill.  He  uses
gradated washes for skies and reserves
his sharpest  edges for  the foreground,
guiding the viewer’s eye into the scene.

Urban and
Architectural
Scenes: The
Architect’s Touch
Given his background, it is no surprise
that Mulick excels at painting cities. His
renditions  of  European  streets,  Indian

temples,  and old colonial  buildings are
breathtaking. He captures the texture of
stone, the gleam of wet pavement, and
the  chaos  of  market  streets  with
seemingly effortless washes. In an urban
Milind  Mulick  watercolor ,  the
architecture is both accurate and lyrical.
He understands perspective intrinsically,
allowing  him  to  paint  buildings  at
challenging  angles  without  losing
structural integrity, all while maintaining
the fluidity of the medium.

Still Life and
Simple Objects
Mulick  also  creates  beautiful  still-life
pieces, often featuring pottery, fruits, or
flowers.  These  serve  as  excellent
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teaching tools because they isolate the
core concepts of watercolor: value, edge
control, and mixing. His still-life Milind
Mul ick  watercolor  pa in t ings
demonstrate  how to  create  convincing
form  using  just  a  few  washes  and
touches of shadow.

THE IMPACT OF MILIND MULICK
ON THE WATERCOLOR
COMMUNITY

The  influence  of  Milind  Mulick  extends
far  beyond  his  own  paintings.  He  has
become a  global  mentor  to  thousands
through  his  workshops,  online  videos,
and  books.  His  instructional  book,
"Watercolor: The Art of Loose Painting"
(and similar titles), is considered a go-to
resource  for  intermediate  painters
looking to break free from tight, realistic

rendering.
What  sets  Milind  Mulick  watercolor
teaching apart  is  his  emphasis  on the
"why" behind the "how." He doesn’t just
show  you  where  to  put  a  stroke;  he
explains the logic of value, the behavior
of  pigment  on  different  paper  wetness,
and the psychology of composition. His
workshops  are  known  for  be ing
intensive,  encouraging  artists  to  make
many small studies before attempting a
larger piece.
Moreover, Mulick has been instrumental
in popularizing watercolor in India. He is
part  of  a  generation  of  artists  who
brought  Indian  watercolor  onto  the
international  stage,  proving  that  the
medium can  hold  its  own against  oils
and acrylics.  Today,  his  name is  often
searched online with terms like "Milind
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Mulick watercolor tutorial" or "Milind
Mulick  watercolor  landscapes,"
indicating a sustained interest from the
global community.

PRACTICAL TECHNIQUES YOU
CAN LEARN FROM MILIND
MULICK

If you are inspired by his work, here are
some  actionable  techniques  drawn
directly  from  his  approach:

Pre-wet the paper: For skies and
backgrounds, wet the paper
thoroughly with clean water before
applying color. This allows the
pigment to spread softly without
harsh edges.
Use a large brush: Mulick often
uses a 1-inch or larger flat brush

for the initial washes. This forces
you to think broadly rather than
get caught up in small details too
early.
Mix enough paint: One of his key
tips is to mix plenty of pigment in
your palette before starting a
wash. Running out of color halfway
through a wet area creates
unwanted blooms and streaks.
Squint at your subject: To
simplify values, squint your eyes.
This reduces the scene to dark,
middle, and light shapes. Paint
those shapes, and the details will
fall into place.
Plan your whites: Before you
paint, decide which areas will
remain pure white paper. Mask
them or carefully paint around
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them. In a Milind Mulick
watercolor, these reserved
whites are the highlights that give
the painting its spark.
Embrace accidents: Not every
bloom or run will ruin a painting.
Often, these "mistakes" can be
incorporated into the texture of a
tree trunk, a shadow, or a
reflection. Learn to adapt.

ANALYZING A CLASSIC MILIND
MULICK WATERCOLOR

Let us take a typical example: a street
scene  in  a  small  European  town.  The
painting is dominated by a warm sunlit
wall  on  the  left,  a  shaded  alleyway
receding into the background, and a few
figures  in  the  distance.  In  a  Milind
Mulick watercolor of this subject, you

would observe:

The sky: A pale, almost washed-1.
out blue, created by wetting the
paper and dropping in cerulean
blue and a touch of burnt sienna
near the horizon.
The sunlit wall: Left entirely2.
white, with just a few touches of
yellow ochre to indicate warm light
where the wall meets the shadow.
The shadow area: Painted with a3.
single mixed wash of ultramarine
and burnt sienna. The edges are
soft where the shadow meets the
light, but sharp at the edges of
windows and doorways.
The accents: Dark, rich darks4.
(often pure neutral tint or a mix of
alizarin and phthalo blue) for
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doorways, windows, and a few
figures. These darks give the
painting its depth and contrast.
The foreground: A few loose5.
strokes indicating cobblestones or
pavement, with small pools of
warm and cool colors to suggest
texture without literal detail.

This  combination  of  soft  washes  and
crisp accents defines the Milind Mulick
watercolor  look.  It  is  a  painting  that
breathes, one that invites the viewer to
fill  in  the  missing  details  with  their
imagination.

COMPARING MILIND MULICK TO
OTHER WATERCOLOR MASTERS

While every artist is unique, comparing
M u l i c k  t o  o t h e r  w e l l - k n o w n

watercolorists  can  help  define  his  style.
Artists  like  Joseph  Zbukvic  and  Alvaro
Castagnet also work in a loose style, but
Mulick’s  work  often  carries  a  distinct
architectural  precision  and  a  slightly
more muted, earthy palette. Zbukvic is
known for his atmospheric wet-into-wet
and diffuse edges, while Castagnet uses
bold,  saturated  colors  and  dramatic
contrasts. A Milind Mulick watercolor
sits somewhere in between: not as
moody as Zbukvic, but not as high-
key  as  Castagnet .  He  has  a
distinctly Indian sensibility — a love
for intense sunlight, stark shadows,
and  the  warmth  of  everyday  life,
whether it be a village in India or a
piazza in Italy.
His  work  also  resonates  with  the
principles of "plein air" painting. Mulick
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encourages  artists  to  paint  outdoors
whenever  possible,  as  photography
cannot capture the full value range and

atmosphere  of  a  scene.  His  own
paintings  often  have  a  freshness  that
only comes


