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INTRODUCTION:
THE TIMELESS
CALL TO
COMPLETE
SURRENDER

I n  a  w o r l d  t h a t
constantly urges us to
take control,  to assert
our independence, and
to  secure  our  own
future, the message of
Absolute  Surrender
By  Andrew  Murray
strikes  a  revolutionary
chord.  Written  more
than  a  century  ago,
this  classic  Christian
d e v o t i o n a l  w o r k
continues to challenge
and  inspire  believers

who long for a deeper,
m o r e  a u t h e n t i c
relationship  with  God.
Andrew  Murray ,  a
South  African  pastor,
theologian, and author,
penned  this  profound
series of sermons with
one  central  plea:  that
Christians  would  yield
every  area  of  their
lives completely to the
Lordsh ip  o f  J esus
Christ.
T h e  c o n c e p t  o f
absolute  surrender  is
n o t  m e r e l y  a
theological idea; it is a
practical, daily posture
of  the  heart.  Murray
a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e
greatest  obstacle  to
spiritual power and joy
i s  n o t  e x t e r n a l
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circumstances, but the
internal resistance of a
will that refuses to fully
let  go.  This  art icle
exp lores  the  core
themes  of  Absolute
S u r r e n d e r  B y
Andrew  Murray ,
unpacking  its  biblical
f o u n d a t i o n s ,  i t s
practical  implications,
a n d  i t s  e n d u r i n g
relevance  for  modern
readers  who  seek
s p i r i t u a l
transformation.

WHO WAS
ANDREW MURRAY?
A BRIEF
BACKGROUND

Understanding  the
weight of the message
i n  A b s o l u t e
S u r r e n d e r  B y
A n d r e w  M u r r a y
requires a brief look at
the  man  h imse l f .
A n d r e w  M u r r a y
(1828–1917)  was  a
D u t c h  R e f o r m e d
Church  minister  who

spent much of his life
in South Africa. He was
a  prolific  writer,
producing  over  240
books and tracts on the
Christian life,  many of
which  have  become
enduring  classics.  His
w r i t i n g s  a r e
characterized  by  a
d e e p  d e v o t i o n a l
warmth ,  a  s t rong
emphasis  on  the  Holy
S p i r i t ,  a n d  a n
unwavering  cal l  to
holiness.
Murray  was  deeply
influenced  by  the
revival  movements  of
h i s  t i m e  a n d  t h e
Holiness  movement,
which  stressed  the
possibility  of  living  a
life fully consecrated to
God.  His  own spiritual
journey was marked by
seasons  of  intense
struggle  and  eventual
breakthrough,  giving
h i s  w r i t i n g s  a n
authent i c i ty  that
resonates with anyone
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who has wrestled with
surrendering their will.
When  he  speaks  of
absolute surrender, he
speaks not as a distant
theologian,  but  as  a
fellow traveler who has
experienced  both  the
pain and the liberation
of letting go.

THE CORE
MESSAGE OF
ABSOLUTE
SURRENDER

At its heart, Absolute
S u r r e n d e r  B y
Andrew Murray  is  a
call  to  return  to  the
first  principles  of  the
Christian  faith.  Murray
insists that surrender is
not  an  optional  extra
f o r  t h e  s u p e r -
committed;  it  is  the
essential foundation of
the  Christian  life.  He
defines  absolute
s u r r e n d e r  a s  t h e
c o m p l e t e  a n d
unconditional  yielding
of  every  aspect  of

one's  being—spirit,
soul, and body—to the
will and control of God.
M u r r a y  u s e s  t h e
analogy of a vessel. He
writes that we are like
empty  vessels,  and
God  desires  to  fill  us
with His Spirit and His
power.  However,  the
vessel  must  first  be
e m p t i e d  a n d
surrendered.  As  long
as we cling to our own
p l a n s ,  o u r  o w n
ambitions, and our own
resources,  we  remain
unfit  for  the  Master's
use.  The  key  theme
running  throughout
Absolute  Surrender
By Andrew Murray is
that  surrender  is  the
gateway to power. It is
n o t  a  p a s s i v e
resignation  but  an
a c t i v e ,  t r u s t i n g
commitment  to  the
One  who  is  infinitely
wiser and more loving
than we are.
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Surrender
as the
Key to
the Spirit-
Filled Life
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant emphases in
Absolute  Surrender
By Andrew Murray is
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n
between surrender and
the infilling of  the Holy
Spirit.  Murray  argues
that  the  reason  many
Christians lack spiritual
power, joy, and victory
over  sin  is  that  they
h a v e  n e v e r  f u l l y
surrendered  to  the
Holy Spirit's control. He
draws a sharp contrast
between a  life  that  is
self-directed,  even  in
well-meaning  religious
activity, and a life that

is Spirit-directed.
Murray  challenges  the
reader to ask a pointed
question:  Is  the  Holy
Spirit truly Lord of my
life, or am I still holding
the  reins?  He  insists
that  the  Spirit  cannot
fill  a  heart  that  is
already full of self-will,
pride, or disobedience.
Absolute  surrender
means giving the Spirit
unhindered  access  to
every  corner  of  our
i n n e r  w o r l d — o u r
thoughts,  our  desires,
our  relationships,  and
our  future.  When  this
surrender  takes place,
Murray  promises,  the
r e s u l t  i s  a  l i f e  o f
remarkable  peace,
power, and fruitfulness.

The Role
of Faith in
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Surrender
Another  crucial  theme
i n  A b s o l u t e
S u r r e n d e r  B y
Andrew Murray is the
relationship  between
surrender  and  faith.
Surrender,  for  Murray,
is not a work that earns
God's  favor ,  but  a
response of trust. It is
t h e  p r a c t i c a l
expression of believing
that  God  is  who  He
says He is and that His
will for our lives is truly
good,  acceptable,  and
perfect.
Murray  addresses  the
common  fear  that
surrender means losing
o u r  i d e n t i t y  o r
becoming  a  passive
pawn. On the contrary,
h e  a r g u e s  t h a t
absolute  surrender  is
t h e  p a t h  t o  t r u e
f r e e d o m  a n d  t h e
fulfillment  of  our
created purpose. When

we  surrender  to  God,
we  a re  no t  l o s ing
ourse lves;  we  are
finding  ourselves  for
the  first  time.  Faith
enables us to trust that
the  God  who  created
us,  redeemed us,  and
indwells us through the
Spirit  can  be  trusted
with every detail of our
l i v e s .  A b s o l u t e
S u r r e n d e r  B y
Andrew Murray  calls
believers to a faith that
is active, trusting, and
willing to step into the
unknown  because  the
One  who  holds  the
future  is  known.

PRACTICAL STEPS
TOWARD
ABSOLUTE
SURRENDER

W h i l e  A b s o l u t e
S u r r e n d e r  B y
Andrew  Murray  is
deeply theological and
devotional,  it  is  also
intensely  practical.
Murray does not leave
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the  reader  wondering
how  to  apply  such  a
lofty  ideal.  He  offers
c lear ,  ac t ionab le
guidance for those who
d e s i r e  t o  w a l k  i n
complete surrender.

1.
Recogniz
e the
Need for
Surrender
The  first  step,
according to Murray, is
honesty .  We  must
acknowledge the areas
of  our lives where we
have not fully yielded.
Murray  encourages  a
quiet, honest inventory
of the heart. Are there
relationships  we  are
holding onto? Are there
amb i t i ons  we  a re
unwilling  to  release?

Are there sins we are
excusing?  Absolute
S u r r e n d e r  B y
A n d r e w  M u r r a y
emphasizes  that  we
cannot surrender what
we  re fuse  to  see .
H o n e s t  s e l f -
examination, under the
light of God's Word and
the  conviction  of  the
Holy  Sp i r i t ,  i s  the
starting  point.

2. Make a
Definite
Act of
Consecra
tion
Murray  was  a  strong
advocate  for  making
surrender  a  specific,
c o n s c i o u s ,  a n d
del iberate  act.  He
suggests that believers
s e t  a s i d e  t i m e  t o
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personally  and vocally
consecrate themselves
to  God.  This  can  be
done in private prayer,
perhaps  even  written
down  as  a  covenant.
The  act  of  verbalizing
o r  w r i t i n g  o u r
surrender  makes  it
tangible  and  helps  to
seal  it  in  our  hearts.
M u r r a y  h i m s e l f
pract iced  this  and
encouraged  others  to
do the same, viewing it
as a spiritual milestone
that  could  be  looked
back upon in moments
of doubt.

3. Daily
Renewal
of
Surrender
While the initial act of
surrender  is  crucial,
Murray  is  clear  that

absolute  surrender  is
not a one-time event. It
i s  a  d a i l y ,  e v e n
moment-by-moment,
posture  of  the  heart.
Each  morning,  the
believer  is  invited  to
renew  their  surrender
to  God,  yielding  the
d a y  a h e a d  t o  H i s
control.  In  Absolute
S u r r e n d e r  B y
Andrew Murray,  this
is presented as a joyful
d i s c i p l i n e ,  n o t  a
burdensome chore. It is
the  rhythm  of  a  life
that  is  learning  to
abide  in  Christ.

4. Trust
the Holy
Spirit to
Work
F i n a l l y ,  M u r r a y
emphasizes  that  the
p o w e r  t o  l i v e  a
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surrendered  life  does
not come from our own
willpower.  It  comes
from  the  Holy  Spirit.
Our part is to yield; the
Sp i r i t ' s  pa r t  i s  to
e m p o w e r  a n d
transform.  Absolute
S u r r e n d e r  B y
A n d r e w  M u r r a y
encourages  believers
to shift their focus from
striving  to  trusting.
Instead of trying harder
in  our  own  strength,
we are to look to the
Spirit, who works in us
both to will and to act
according  to  God's
good  purpose.  This  is
t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e
Christian  life:  not  our
grip  on  God,  but  His
grip on us.

THE FRUITS OF A
SURRENDERED
LIFE

M u r r a y  d o e s  n o t
p resent  abso lu te
surrender as an end in
itself, but as the means

to a greater end: a life
that  glorifies  God  and
overflows  with
blessing.  Throughout
Absolute  Surrender
By  Andrew  Murray,
h e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e
beautiful  fruits  that
spring from a life that
is fully yielded to God.

Unshakab
le Peace
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
immediate  fruits  of
surrender  is  deep,
abiding  peace.  When
we  cease  striving  to
control  outcomes  and
ins tead  t rus t  the
sovereign hand of God,
anxiety  loses  its  grip.
Murray writes that the
surrendered  heart
rests in the knowledge
that God is working all
things  together  for
good. This peace is not
d e p e n d e n t  o n
f a v o r a b l e
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circumstances;  it  is
r o o t e d  i n  t h e
unchanging  character
of  God.

Spiritual
Power
and
Effectiven
ess
Another fruit is spiritual
p o w e r .  M u r r a y
observes  that  many
Christians wonder why
their  prayers  seem
weak and their witness
ineffective.  His  answer
is  clear:  a  life  that  is
not fully surrendered is
a life  that  is  not  fully
filled  with  the  Spirit.
When  we  surrender
completely, the Spirit is
free to work through us
in ways that far exceed
our  natural  abilities.

Absolute  Surrender
By  Andrew  Murray
promises  that  the
surrendered  believer
becomes  a  channel
through  which  God's
power can flow to bless
others.

Unbroken
Fellowshi
p with
God
Perhaps  the  greatest
f r u i t  o f  a l l  i s  a n
intimate,  unbroken
fellowship  with  God.
Sin and self-will create
a barrier  between the
bel iever  and  their
Heaven ly  Fa ther .
Surrender  removes
that  barrier.  As  we
yield more and more of
ourselves  to  God,  we
e x p e r i e n c e  a
closeness, a joy, and a
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sense of  His  presence
t h a t  t r a n s f o r m s
everything.  Murray
describes  this  as  the
abundant life that Jesus
promised—a life that is
not  merely  surviving,
but thriving in the love
and grace of God.

COMMON
MISUNDERSTANDI
NGS ABOUT
ABSOLUTE
SURRENDER

Given  the  rad ica l
nature  of  the  call  in
Absolute  Surrender
By Andrew Murray, it
is  not  surprising  that
some readers struggle
w i t h
misunderstandings.
M u r r a y  h i m s e l f
ant ic ipated  these
o b j e c t i o n s  a n d
addressed  them  with
pastoral  care.
S o m e  f e a r  t h a t
absolute  surrender
means  becoming  a

r o b o t ,  l o s i n g  a l l
p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d
initiative. Murray would
strongly  disagree.  He
argues  that  surrender
is  not  the  destruction
of our individuality but
its  redemption.  When
we  submit  to  God's
design,  we  become
more  fully  the  person
He  created  us  to  be.
Our  un ique  g i f t s ,
p a s s i o n s ,  a n d
personalities  are  not
erased but purified and
put  to  their  highest
use.
Others worry that they
wil l  be  called  to  do
something they cannot
bear.  Murray  gently
reminds us that God is
a loving Father,  not a
harsh taskmaster.  The
surrendered life is not
a life of grim duty but
of  joyful  partnership.
Absolute  Surrender
By  Andrew  Murray
reassures  the  reader
that  God's  commands
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a r e  a l w a y s
accompanied  by  His
grace,  and  that  He
never asks us to walk a
path without providing
the strength to do so.
A  t h i r d
misunderstanding  is
that  surrender  is  a
fee l ing.  Murray  is
careful  to  distinguish
between  the  act  of
surrender  and  the
emotions  that  may  or
may not accompany it.
Surrender is a decision
of  the  will,  an  act  of
obedience  that  we
make  regardless  of
h o w  w e  f e e l .  T h e
feelings  of  peace  and
joy  often  follow,  but
t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n  o f
s u r r e n d e r .  T h e
foundation  is  trust  in
God's  Word  and  His
character.

WHY ABSOLUTE
SURRENDER

MATTERS TODAY

One might wonder if a
book  written  over  a
century ago still speaks
to  the complexities  of
m o d e r n  l i f e .  T h e
answer, for those who
r e a d  A b s o l u t e
S u r r e n d e r  B y
Andrew Murray,  is  a
resounding  yes.  The
human  heart  has  not
changed.  The struggle
between  self-will  and
God's  will  is  as  real
today  as  i t  was  in
Mur ray ' s  t ime .  I f
a n y t h i n g ,  t h e
distractions, pressures,
a n d  n o i s e  o f
contemporary  l i fe
m a k e  t h e  c a l l  t o
surrender  even  more
urgent.
In  an  age  of  anxiety,
burnout,  and  spiritual
fatigue,  the  message
of  absolute  surrender
offers  a  counter-
cultural path to rest. It
calls us to stop striving
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and  start  trusting.  It
invites us to trade our
heavy  burden  of  self-
reliance  for  the  light
y o k e  o f  C h r i s t .
Absolute  Surrender
By Andrew Murray is
not an escape from the
world,  but  a  way  of
engaging with it from a
place  of  profound
security  and peace.  It
i s  a  message  that
transcends  time  and
cul ture ,  speaking
directly to the deepest
needs  of  the  human
soul.
Furthermore,  Murray's
emphasis  on  the  Holy
Spirit  is  particularly
r e l e v a n t  f o r  a
generation  that  longs
for  authentic  spiritual
experience.  Many  are
hungry  for  more  than
religious  formalism;

they  want  power ,
transformation,  and
connection  with  the
l iving  God.  Murray
shows that the door to
this deeper life is not a
secret  formula  or  a
mystical  experience,
b u t  t h e  s i m p l e ,
difficult,  and  liberating
act  of  surrender.

CONCLUSION: THE
UNFINISHED
INVITATION

A s  w e  c l o s e  t h i s
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
Absolute  Surrender
By  Andrew  Murray,
the  central  challenge
remains  unchanged.
The book is not meant
to be merely read and
admired; it is meant to
b e  a c t e d  u p o n .
Murray's words are an
invitation


