
The Temple Of The Golden Pavilion 1

The Temple Of The Golden Pavilion

The Temple Of The
Golden Pavilion

Downloaded from
remodelicious.com by

Darien & Precious

THE TEMPLE OF THE GOLDEN
PAVILION: A TIMELESS
MASTERPIECE OF JAPANESE
CULTURE AND ARCHITECTURE

Nestled peacefully in the northern hills of
Kyoto,  The  Temple  Of  The  Golden
Pavilion, known in Japanese as Kinkaku-
ji, stands as one of Japan's most iconic
a n d  b e l o v e d  l a n d m a r k s .  T h i s
breathtaking  Zen  Buddhist  temple,
whose  top  two  floors  are  completely

covered  in  pure  gold  leaf,  reflects
gracefully in a serene pond, creating an
image of  such profound beauty that it
has  captivated  visitors  for  centuries.
More than just a tourist attraction, it is a
living piece of history, a masterpiece of
architecture, and a profound symbol of
Japanese  culture  and  spirituality.  This
article  delves  deep  into  the  story,
design,  and  enduring  legacy  of  this
remarkable structure.
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A Journey
Through History:
From Shogun's
Villa to Sacred

Temple
The story of The Temple Of The Golden
Pavilion begins not as a temple, but as a
retirement  villa  for  one  of  the  most
powerful figures in Japanese history: the
shogun  Ashikaga  Yoshimitsu.  In  1397,
Yoshimitsu,  having  retired  from  his
political  duties,  sought  a  place  of
tranquility and aesthetic perfection. He

chose a stunning location in Kyoto's Kita-
ku  district,  previously  the  site  of  a
samurai estate, and transformed it into a
lavish  palace  complex.  This  villa  was
known as Kitayama-dai, named after the
Kitayama  (Northern  Mountain)  area  of
Kyoto.
Yoshimitsu was a great patron of the arts
and  culture.  He  oversaw  the  flourishing
of the Kitayama culture, a period known
for its refinement and elegance. His villa
reflected  this,  blending  the  opulence  of
the  samurai  class  with  the  refined
aesthetics of the court nobility. Upon his
death in 1408, his son followed his will
and  converted  the  villa  into  a  Zen
Buddhist temple of the Rinzai sect. The
temple  was  renamed  Rokuon-ji  (Deer
Garden  Temple),  but  its  most  famous
building, the Golden Pavilion, soon gave
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the entire complex its commonly known
name:  The  Temple  Of  The  Golden
Pavilion.
The  temple  has  survived  numerous
challenges over the centuries, including
fires  and  civil  wars.  However,  its  most
dramatic  and  tragic  event  occurred  in
1950 when a young, mentally disturbed
monk  set  the  pavilion  on  fire.  This
shock ing  act  o f  a rson ,  and  the
subsequent loss of the original building,
sent a wave of grief across Japan. The
event  was  later  immortalized  in  the
classic novel The Temple of the Golden
Pavilion  by  Yukio  Mishima,  which
explored themes of  obsession,  beauty,
and destruction. The current structure is
a  faithful  reconstruction  completed  in
1955.  The reconstruction team worked
meticulously  to  recreate  the  original

design,  using  original  plans  and
photographs to ensure every detail was
accurate.  The  gold  leaf  covering  was
also restored with even more care than
the  original,  making  the  pavilion  even
more brilliant than before.

Architectural
Splendor: A
Harmony of
Styles
What makes The Temple Of The Golden
Pavilion  architecturally  unique  is  its
masterful blend of three distinct styles of
Japanese architecture. Each of the three
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floors  represents  a  different  aesthetic
and  historical  period,  yet  they  come
together in perfect harmony.

The First Floor (The Palace or1.
Shinden-zukuri Style): The
ground floor is built in the Shinden-
zukuri style, which was used for
aristocratic palaces in the Heian
period (794-1185). This floor is
characterized by its expansive,
open wooden verandas and sliding
doors. It is not covered in gold
leaf; instead, it maintains the
natural beauty of Japanese cypress
and exposed plaster. The interior
features a statue of the historical
Buddha, Shakyamuni, and a statue
of Ashikaga Yoshimitsu. This floor
is known as the Hojo, or Abbot's

quarters.
The Second Floor (The Warrior2.
Cabin or Buke-zukuri Style):
The middle floor is built in the
Buke-zukuri style, which was
favored by the samurai class. This
style is more robust and features a
single large open room used for
meditation and tea ceremonies.
The exterior of this floor, along
with the third floor, is completely
covered in brilliant gold leaf. The
interior contains a shrine
dedicated to the Goddess of
Mercy, Kannon. This floor is known
as the Choondo, or Tower of Sound
Waves.
The Third Floor (The Zen3.
Temple or Kara-yo Style): The
top floor is built in the Kara-yo



The Temple Of The Golden Pavilion 5

5

style, which is inspired by Chinese
Zen temple architecture. This style
features a more intimate, square
room with a central canopy. The
interior is painted in Arabic lacquer
and gold, creating a deeply
spiritual atmosphere. The exterior
is also covered in gold leaf, and
the roof is a classic thatched
Japanese style, topped with a
gilded bronze phoenix symbolizing
eternal truth and rebirth. This floor
is known as the Kukkyocho, or
Tower of the Void.

The  decision  to  cover  the  two  upper
floors in gold leaf was not merely an act
o f  opu lence.  I t  symbol i zed  the
purification of the soul and the radiance
of the Buddha's Pure Land. The gold also

reflected  the  sunlight  onto  the  pond
below, creating a shimmering, ethereal
effect  that  was  intended  to  evoke  the
Western Paradise of Amida Buddha. The
pond itself,  Kyoko-chi  (Mirror  Pond),  is
not  a  decorative afterthought.  It  is  an
integral  part  of  the  temple's  design,
acting  as  a  reflecting  pool  that  doubles
the  visual  impact  of  the  pavilion  and
creates a profound sense of peace and
balance.

The Temple in
the Context of
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Japanese
Gardens
The Temple Of The Golden Pavilion is not
just a building; it is the central feature of
a meticulously designed Japanese stroll
garden. The garden itself  is  a national
t reasure ,  a  masterp iece  o f  the
Muromachi period. The entire complex is
designed to be experienced as a walk,
with  paths  that  offer  changing  views  of
the  pavilion  from  every  angle.  Each
viewing point  is  carefully  calculated to
present  a  different  perspective:  the
pavilion  framed  by  a  pine  branch,  its
reflection shimmering in the pond, or its
golden roof appearing against the green
hillside.

The garden features numerous carefully
placed  stones,  islands,  and  miniature
landscapes that represent sacred sites in
Japan. For example, a small stone bridge
leads to an island shaped like a tortoise,
symbolizing  longevity,  while  another
island represents a crane, a symbol of
good  fortune.  Ancient  pines,  many  of
which  are  over  a  century  old,  are
meticulously pruned into elegant shapes
that  complement the architecture.  The
garden is a perfect example of shakkei,
or  "borrowed  scenery,"  where  the
surrounding  forested  hills  of  Kitayama
are  incorporated  into  the  design  as  a
natural  backdrop,  making  the  garden
feel much larger than its actual size.
Visitors  are  encouraged  to  walk  the
designated path clockwise, following the
pond's  edge.  The  exper ience  is
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meditative  and  mindful.  The  constant
interplay of light, shadow, reflection, and
texture  makes  The  Temple  Of  The
Golden Pavilion a living work of art that
changes  with  the  seasons.  In  spring,
cherry blossoms frame the golden walls.
In  summer,  the  lush  green  leaves  of
maples  provide  a  vibrant  contrast.
Autumn brings a fiery display of red and
orange, while winter dusts the roof with
snow,  creating  a  scene  of  perfect
serenity.

Spiritual and
Cultural

Significance
Beyond its visual beauty, The Temple Of
The Golden Pavilion holds deep spiritual
significance.  As  a  Rinzai  Zen  Buddhist
temple,  it  is  a  place  for  meditation,
reflection,  and  the  pursuit  of
enlightenment.  The  name  "Kinkaku-ji"
itself  means  "Temple  of  the  Golden
Pavilion,"  but  its  official  temple  name,
Rokuon-ji, means "Deer Garden Temple,"
a  reference  to  a  famous  Buddhist
parable about a deer king who preached
compassion.
The  go ld  l ea f  cove r i ng  can  be
interpreted  symbolically.  In  Buddhism,
gold  represents  the  untainted  and
undying nature of  truth.  The pavilion's
radiance  is  thus  a  metaphor  for  the
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Buddha's  teachings,  which  shine  light
into  the  darkness  of  ignorance.  The
reflection  in  the  pond  is  equally
significant.  It  reminds  the  observer  of
the Buddhist concept of impermanence
(mujō) – that all things are transient, like
a reflection on water.  The beauty of  the
temple is inseparable from its reflection,
and both are ephemeral, subject to the
wind, the rain, and the passage of time.
The temple  has  also  been a  profound
source of inspiration for Japanese artists,
writers,  and poets  for  centuries.  Yukio
Mishima's novel explored the destructive
and  consuming  nature  of  beauty.
Authors  like  Kawabata  Yasunari  have
referenced it  in  their  works.  Countless
ukiyo-e  woodblock  prints  and  modern
photographs have sought to capture its
essence. It  is a symbol of Kyoto itself,

representing the city's historical depth,
refined aesthetics, and enduring spirit.

Practical
Information for
Visitors
If  you are planning to visit  Japan, The
Temple  Of  The  Golden  Pavilion  is  an
absolute must-see. It is one of the most
accessible and well-organized attractions
in Kyoto. Here is what you need to know:

Location: 1 Kinkakuji-cho, Kita-ku,
Kyoto, 603-8361.
Getting There: It is easily
reached by city bus from Kyoto
Station (buses 101, 102, 204, 205)
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or by taxi. The bus ride takes
about 40 minutes from the station.
Opening Hours: The temple
grounds are open daily from 9:00
AM to 5:00 PM. No reservations are
needed for general admission.
Admission Fee: A small fee is
charged for entry, which grants
access to the garden and the path
around the pavilion. Note that
visitors cannot enter the pavilion
itself; viewing is from the outside.
Best Time to Visit: Early
morning is the least crowded time.
The temple is beautiful in all
seasons, but the reflections are
clearest on calm, sunny days.
Autumn (November) for fall colors
and winter (January-February) for
snow are particularly stunning.

Etiquette: Be respectful. Stay on
the designated paths. Do not
touch the pavilion. Photography is
allowed, but be mindful of other
visitors. The temple is also a shrine
and a place of worship, so a quiet,
contemplative demeanor is
appreciated.
Nearby Attractions: While in the
area, you can also visit Ryoan-ji
temple (famous for its rock
garden) and Ninna-ji temple, both
UNESCO World Heritage Sites in
the same northern Kyoto district.

The Enduring
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Legacy of the
Golden Pavilion
The Temple Of The Golden Pavilion is far
more  than  a  historical  artifact.  It  is  a
living testament to the enduring human
love  for  beauty,  the  deep  spiritual
traditions of Japan, and the remarkable
ability  to  create  harmony  between
architecture and nature. Its history, from
a shogun's private retreat to a national
treasure  that  was  tragically  destroyed
and  then  reborn,  mirrors  the  cyclical
nature of life and art itself.
In  a  world  that  often  moves  too  fast,
Kinkaku-ji  stands still.  It  invites you to
pause, to breathe, and to simply look. To
witness the gold glinting in the afternoon

sun,  to  see  the  perfect  reflection  in  the
mirror pond, and to feel the centuries of
calm and devotion that suffuse the air is
an experience that is both humbling and
elevating.  It  is  a  place  where  history,
spirituality,  and  aesthetic  perfection
converge,  leaving  every  visitor  with  a
sense of profound peace and wonder.

CONCLUSION

The  Temple  Of  The  Golden  Pavilion
remains an unrivalled masterpiece that
captures  the  very  soul  of  Kyoto.  Its
golden  walls,  rising  from  the  tranquil
mirror  pond,  offer  a  glimpse  into  the
refined  aesthetics  and  deep  spiritual
roots  of  Japan.  Whether  you  are  a
student  of  history,  an  admirer  of
architecture,  or  a  traveler  seeking  a
moment of profound beauty, Kinkaku-ji
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provides  an  experience  that  is  both
timeless  and  unforgettable.  It  is  not
merely a sight to be seen, but a place to
be felt—a quiet, radiant testament to the

human capacity for  creating perfection
in  a  fleeting  world.  A  visit  to  this
extraordinary temple is, without doubt, a
highlight of any journey to Japan.


