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MAP OF NORTH
WEST SPAIN: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE TO GALICIA,
ASTURIAS, AND
BEYOND

When you first look at
a map of North West
Spain, you are
immediately struck by
the dramatic coastline,
the deep green valleys,
and the rugged
mountain ranges that
define this corner of
the Iberian Peninsula.
This region, often
overshadowed by the
sun-drenched beaches

of the Mediterranean
or the arid plains of the
south, offers a
completely different
Spanish experience.
From the misty fjord-
like inlets of the Rias
Baixas to the towering
limestone peaks of the
Picos de Europa,
understanding the
geography of
northwestern Spain is
essential for any
traveler, historian, or
nature enthusiast. In
this article, we will
explore why a detailed
map of this area is not
just a navigational tool
but a key to unlocking
the rich cultural
tapestry and
breathtaking


https://remodelicious.com/

landscapes of Galicia,
Asturias, Cantabria,
and the northern
reaches of Castile and
Ledn.

UNDERSTANDING
THE GEOGRAPHY
OF NORTH WEST
SPAIN

North West Spain is a
distinct geographical
region that differs
markedly from the rest
of the country. It is
characterized by its
Atlantic climate,
abundant rainfall, and
lush vegetation. A map
of North West Spain
typically shows four
main autonomous
communities: Galicia in
the far northwest,
Asturias to the east,
Cantabria further east,
and parts of the
province of Ledn
(within Castile and
Ledn) that extend into
the mountainous
interior. The region is

bounded by the Bay of
Biscay to the north and
the Atlantic Ocean to
the west, creating a
coastline that is both
rugged and beautiful.

Key
Regions
Covered:
Galicia,
Asturias,
Cantabria
, and
Northern
Castile
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and Ledn

Galicia is perhaps the
most famous of these
regions, known for its
Celtic heritage, the
pilgrimage city of
Santiago de
Compostela, and its
intricate coastline of
rias (estuaries). On any
reliable map of North
West Spain, you will
see the Rias Baixas in
the south and the Rias
Altas in the north, each
dotted with charming
fishing villages and
seafood restaurants.
Moving east, Asturias
presents a more
mountainous  profile,
with the Cantabrian
Mountains running
parallel to the coast.
The capital, Oviedo,
and the coastal city of
Gijén are key
landmarks. Cantabria,
though smaller, holds
the famous Altamira

caves and the beautiful
city of Santander.
Finally, the northern
part of Castile and
Ledn, particularly the
province of Ledn,
includes the western
reaches of the
Cantabrian range and
the historic city of Ledn
itself. A comprehensive
map helps you see how
these areas connect
through winding
mountain roads and
ancient trails.

WHY A MAP OF
NORTH WEST
SPAIN IS
ESSENTIAL FOR
TRAVELERS

Without a proper map
of North West Spain,
navigating this region
can be challenging.
The terrain is complex,
with narrow roads that
twist through valleys
and over passes. Public
transport, while
available, often



requires careful
planning. Having a
map—whether a high-
quality paper version
or a detailed digital
map—allows you to
discover hidden gems
that are not always
highlighted in typical
travel guides. For
example, the remote
beaches of the Costa
Verde in Asturias or the
medieval villages like
Cudillero are easier to
find when you can
trace your route on a

detailed map.
Moreover,
understanding the

scale and distances
between towns s
crucial because driving
times can be deceptive
due to winding roads.

Navigatin

g the
Camino

de
Santiago

The most famous route
across North West
Spain is the Camino de

Santiago, specifically
the French Way
(Camino Francés)

which enters from the
Pyrenees and passes
through Pamplona,

Burgos, and Leédn
before reaching
Santiago. However,

there are also the
Northern Way (Camino
del Norte) and the
Primitive Way (Camino
Primitivo) that hug the
northern coast. A
specialized map of
North West Spain for
pilgrims shows the
network of trails,
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albergues (hostels),
and points of interest.
Whether you are
walking, cycling, or
driving sections of the
Camino, having a map
that highlights the
terrain and services is

invaluable. Many
pilgrims use a
combination of

guidebooks and digital
maps to stay on track,
especially in the
rugged sections
through the Picos de
Europa.

Discoveri
ng
Coastal
Gems:
Rias

Baixas
and
Costa
Verde

The coastline of North
West Spain is one of its
greatest attractions.
The Rias Baixas in
Galicia—such as
Pontevedra, Vigo, and
Arousa—are famous for
their white sandy
beaches, clear waters,
and excellent shellfish.
A detailed map of
North West Spain
will show you the
islands of the Atlantic
Islands of Galicia
National Park, including
the Cies Islands, which
can be reached by
ferry. Further east, the
Costa Verde (Green
Coast) of Asturias
offers a different kind



of beauty: dramatic
cliffs, secluded coves,
and vibrant green hills
that drop into the sea.
Villages like
Ribadesella and Llanes
are perfect stops.
Without a map, you
might miss the turnoff
to a hidden beach or
the scenic viewpoint
overlooking a remote
bay.

TOPOGRAPHICAL
FEATURES ON A
MAP OF NORTH
WEST SPAIN

One of the most
striking aspects of the
region is its
topographical diversity.
A good map of North
West Spain will use
shaded relief or
contour lines to show
the mountain ranges,
river valleys, and
coastal plains. The
Cantabrian Mountains
form a natural barrier
between the cool, rainy

coast and the drier
interior of the Meseta
Central. These
mountains are home to
the Picos de Europa
National Park, one of
Spain's most
spectacular alpine
areas. Rivers like the
Mifio, which forms part
of the border between
Galicia and Portugal,
and the Eo, which
separates Galicia and
Asturias, are also
clearly marked.

The
Cantabria
N
Mountain
s and
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Picos de
Europa

The Picos de Europa
are the highest peaks
in the Cantabrian
range, with summits
reaching over 2,600
meters. On a map of
North West Spain,
you will see three main
massifs: the Western
(Cornién), Central
(Urrieles), and Eastern
(Andara). This area is a
paradise for hikers,
climbers, and wildlife
watchers, with brown
bears, wolves, and the
endangered Cantabrian
capercaillie. The map
helps you plan routes
to the famous Lagos de
Covadonga or the
Garganta del Cares
gorge, a stunning
hiking trail that follows
a narrow river canyon.
Understanding the
topography also

prepares you for the
variable weather
conditions, especially
at higher elevations.

The Mino
River and
Other

Waterwa

VS

Rivers are the lifeblood
of North West Spain.
The Mifio River, which
flows through Galicia,
is the longest river in
the region and an
important natural
landmark. Along its
banks, you find
vineyards that produce
the famous Albarifo
wine, and historic
towns like Tui and
Pontevedra. A map of
North West Spain
that includes river



systems helps you plan
scenic drives or even
canoe trips. Other
notable rivers include
the Navia in Asturias
and the Deva in
Cantabria. These
waterways also define
the borders between
regions and provinces,
making them essential
reference points on
any map.

CULTURAL AND
HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS TO
LOCATE ON YOUR
MAP

A map of North West
Spain is not only about
physical geography; it
is also a guide to the
region's rich cultural
heritage. Pre-
Romanesque churches,
Roman ruins, medieval
towns, and impressive
cathedrals dot the
landscape. Knowing
their locations helps
you build a memorable

itinerary that mixes
nature with history.

Santiago
de
Compost
ela and
the
Cathedral

The ultimate
destination for millions
of pilgrims and tourists
alike is the city of
Santiago de
Compostela, whose
cathedral is said to
house the remains of
the Apostle Saint
James. On the map,
find Santiago in the
province of A Corufa,
in central Galicia. The
city's historic quarter is
a UNESCO World
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Heritage site, and the
cathedral's
Botafumeiro (a giant
incense burner) is a
famous sight. A good
map will also show the
various routes
converging on
Santiago, highlighting
the final stretch of the
Camino.

Oviedo,
Gijon,
and the
Asturian
Pre-
Romanes
que

Asturias boasts some
of the finest pre-
Romanesque

architecture in Europe,

built during the
Kingdom of Asturias in
the 9th and 10th
centuries. Monuments
like the church of
Santa Maria del
Naranco and San
Miguel de Lillo are
located just outside
Oviedo. On your map
of North West Spain,
these sites are marked
near the capital. The
coastal city of Gijon
offers a vibrant port
area, Roman baths,
and the Laboral Ciudad
de la Cultura, a vast
former orphanage
turned cultural center.
Understanding the
layout of these cities
on a map lets you plan
walking tours
efficiently.

Santande



10

r and the

itself is worth
exploring, with its
,cobblestone streets

Alta m |fhah|stor|c mansions.

Caves

Further east,
Santander is the
elegant capital of
Cantabria, known for
its beaches and the
Palacio de la
Magdalena. But the
true cultural treasure is
the Altamira Caves, a
prehistoric site with
stunning paintings of
bison and other
animals. Because the
original caves have
restricted access,
visitors often go to the
nearby replica, the
Neocueva. A map of
North West Spain
will show Santander's
location relative to the
cave complex in the
nearby town of
Santillana del Mar.
That medieval village

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR USING A MAP
OF NORTH WEST
SPAIN

To make the most of
your travels, you
should choose the right
type of map for your
needs. Whether you
prefer digital or paper,
there are several
factors to consider
when using a map of
North West Spain.

Digital vs
Physical
Maps

Digital maps like
Google Maps or offline
apps such as Maps.me
and OsmAnd are
incredibly useful
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because they offer
real-time traffic
updates, route
suggestions, and
points of interest.
However, in remote
mountainous areas or
along the coast,

cellular reception can
be patchy. Therefore, it
is wise to download
offline maps of North
West Spain before your
trip. Physical maps, on
the other hand, never
lose battery and
provide a broader
overview of the region.
A good quality road
map (scale 1:200,000
or 1:300,000) from
publishers like Michelin
or Freytag & Berndt is
ideal for planning
longer drives and

understanding regional
connections. Many
travelers carry both.

Road
Networks
and
Scenic
Drives

North West Spain has a
mix of well-maintained
highways (autovias)
and secondary roads.
The A-8 motorway runs
along the entire
northern coast from
Santiago all the way to
the Basque



