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EXPLORING
EARTH’S
FEATURES: A DEEP
DIVE INTO
LANDFORMS WITH
BRIDGEWAY
HOMESCHOOL
ACADEMY

Homeschooling  offers
families  the  unique
opportunity  to  tailor
education  to  a  child’s
individual  learning
style. Among the many
subjects  that  benefit

from  this  flexible
approach,  geography
and  earth  sc ience
s t a n d  o u t  a s
particularly  hands-on
and  engaging  fields.
One topic that captures
the  imagination  of
young  learners  is  the
study  of  landforms.
When  paired  with  a
trusted  educational
p a r t n e r  l i k e
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
Academy,  students
can explore mountains,
valleys,  plateaus,  and
coastlines in ways that
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traditional  classroom
settings  rarely  allow.
This article delves into
h o w  B r i d g e w a y
Homeschool  Academy
integrates the study of
landforms  into  i ts
c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e
benefits  of  this
approach, and practical
ways  to  bring  these
geological  wonders  to
life at home.

Understa
nding
Landform
s: The
Foundatio
n of Earth
Science
Landforms  are  the
natural  features  that

shape  the  surface  of
our  planet.  From  the
towering peaks of  the
Himalayas  to  the  flat
expanses of the Great
Plains,  these  features
tell the story of millions
of  years  of  geological
p r o c e s s e s .  F o r
students  enrolled  in
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
A c a d e m y ,
understanding  these
formations  becomes  a
gateway  to  broader
scientific  concepts
s u c h  a s  e r o s i o n ,
tectonic  activity,  and
weather  patterns.
Common  landforms
studied in the program
include:

Mountains:
Raised areas of
the Earth’s crust,
often formed by
tectonic plate
collisions or
volcanic activity.
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Valleys: Low-
lying areas
between
mountains or
hills, frequently
carved by rivers
or glaciers.
Plateaus: Flat,
elevated
landforms that
rise sharply
above the
surrounding
area.
Plains:
Extensive, flat
areas of land
with minimal
elevation
change.
Coasts:
Dynamic zones
where land
meets the sea,
shaped by waves
and currents.
Deserts: Arid
regions with
unique landforms
such as dunes
and mesas.
Islands:

Landmasses
completely
surrounded by
water, often of
volcanic or coral
origin.

By  systemat ical ly
c o v e r i n g  t h e s e
f o r m a t i o n s ,
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
Academy ensures that
s tudents  not  on ly
memorize  names  but
a l s o  g r a s p  t h e
processes  that  create
and  transform  these
features  over  time.

How
Bridgewa
y
Homesch
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Academy
Structure
s
Landform

Education
Bridgeway Homeschool
Academy is known for
i t s  pe rsona l i zed ,
a c c r e d i t e d
h o m e s c h o o l i n g
programs.  When  it
comes  to  teaching
l a n d f o r m s ,  t h e
academy  employs  a
m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y
approach  that  blends
geography,  geology,
climatology,  and  even
history. The curriculum
is  designed  to  meet
state  and  national
s t a n d a r d s  w h i l e
offering  the  flexibility

that  homeschooling
families  value.
The study of landforms
is  typically  integrated
into broader science or
social  studies courses.
For  younger  students,
this  might  involve
colorful  maps,  hands-
on models, and simple
experiments. For older
s t u d e n t s ,  t h e
curriculum delves  into
advanced  topics  such
as plate tectonics, the
rock  cycle,  and  the
i m p a c t  o f  h u m a n
activity on landscapes.
Throughout  these
lessons,  the  keyword
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
Academy  reflects  a
commitment  to  deep,
meaningful  learning
rather  than  surface-
level  memorization.



Landforms Bridgeway Homeschool
Academy 5

5

Hands-On
Learning:
Bringing
Landform
s to Life

at Home
One  of  the  greatest
s t r e n g t h s  o f
homeschooling  is  the
ability to turn abstract
concepts  into  tangible
e x p e r i e n c e s .
Bridgeway Homeschool
Academy  encourages
parents  and  students
t o  e n g a g e  w i t h
landform  education
through  a  variety  of
practical  activities.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
effective  strategies
u s e d  w i t h i n  t h e
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y

H o m e s c h o o l
Academy framework:

CREATING PHYSICAL
MODELS

Building a 3D model of
a  mountain  range,
valley,  or  river  delta
using  clay,  papier-
mâché, or sand allows
students  to  visualize
how  these  formations
appear in nature. This
activity  reinforces
spatial  reasoning  and
provides a memorable
learning experience.

NATURE WALKS
AND FIELD TRIPS

Whenever  possible,
s t u d y i n g  l o c a l
landforms  offers  the
most direct connection
t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l .
Whether it is a nearby
hill,  a  riverbank,  or  a
coastal  area,  firsthand
observat ion  helps
students  understand
scale  and  context.
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Bridgeway’s curriculum
often  includes  guided
observation  prompts
for  such  outings.

INTERACTIVE
DIGITAL RESOURCES

Bridgeway Homeschool
Academy  provides
access  to  curated
online  tools,  including
topographic  maps,
satellite  imagery,  and
virtual tours of national
parks. These resources
a l low  s tudents  to
explore landforms from
around  the  wor ld
without  leaving  their
home.

EXPERIMENTS ON
EROSION AND
DEPOSITION

S i m p l e  s c i e n c e
experiments  using
trays,  soil,  and  water
can  demonstrate  how
rivers  carve  valleys
and  how wind  shapes
deserts.  These  hands-

on  act iv it ies  al ign
seamlessly  with  the
scientific  inquiry
e n c o u r a g e d  b y
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
Academy .

The Role
of
Technolo
gy in
Landform
Education
Modern homeschooling
is  far  from  isolated.
Bridgeway Homeschool
Academy  integrates
technology to enhance
learning outcomes. For
the study of landforms,
s tudents  may  use
Geographic Information
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S y s t e m s  ( G I S )
software,  interactive
g loba l  maps ,  and
educational videos that
s h o w  t i m e - l a p s e
erosion  or  volcanic
eruptions.  These  tools
make  it  possible  to
observe processes that
would  otherwise  take
millennia to unfold.
Fur thermore ,  the
academy’s  on l ine
p l a t f o r m  a l l o w s
students to collaborate
w i t h  p e e r s  a n d
instructors, share their
m o d e l - b u i l d i n g
p r o j e c t s ,  a n d
participate  in  virtual
field  trips.  This
connected  approach
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
Academy  experience
is  both  rigorous  and
engaging.

Benefits
of
Studying
Landform
s Through
Homesch
ooling
W h y  c h o o s e  a
h o m e s c h o o l i n g
p r o g r a m  l i k e
Bridgeway  to  teach
landforms?  There  are
s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t
advantages:

Pacing1.
Flexibility:
Some students
grasp the
concept of plate
tectonics quickly,
while others
need more time
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to visualize how
mountains form.
Homeschooling
allows families to
move at a pace
that suits the
child.
Cross-2.
Curricular
Integration:
The study of
landforms
naturally
connects to art,
literature,
history, and
math. A student
might read about
the Andes,
calculate the
height of Mount
Everest, paint a
landscape, or
research how the
Rocky Mountains
influenced
westward
expansion in the
United States.
Personalized3.
Assessment:
Instead of

standardized
tests alone,
Bridgeway
Homeschool
Academy
encourages
portfolio-based
assessment.
Students can
compile
drawings, written
reports, and
photographs of
their landform
projects to
demonstrate
understanding.
Real-World4.
Application:
Learning about
landforms helps
students
understand
current events,
such as why
certain areas are
prone to
earthquakes or
floods, or how
climate change
affects
coastlines.
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Alignmen
t with
Education
al
Standard
s
Parents  often  worry
a b o u t  w h e t h e r
homeschooling  will
m e e t  a c a d e m i c
b e n c h m a r k s .
Bridgeway Homeschool
Academy  addresses
t h i s  c o n c e r n  b y
aligning  its  landform
c u r r i c u l u m  w i t h
established  science
and  social  studies
s t a n d a r d s .  T h e
academy’s  materials
are designed to cover
key  terms,  concepts,
and skills that students
would  encounter  in

tradit ional  school
settings,  while  adding
t h e  d e p t h  a n d
engagement  tha t
h o m e s c h o o l i n g
enables.
For example, a unit on
land fo rms  w i th in
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
A c a d e m y  m i g h t
satisfy  requirements
re lated  to  Earth’s
sys tems ,  human-
e n v i r o n m e n t
i n t e r a c t i o n ,  a n d
geographic  reasoning.
Th is  ensures  that
students  are  wel l -
prepared  for  future
academic  pursuits,
whether they continue
homeschool ing  or
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a
tradit ional  school
environment.
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Parent
Involvem
ent: A
Key
Success

Factor
Bridgeway Homeschool
Academy  empowers
parents  to  take  an
active  role  in  their
child’s  education.  The
academy  provides
detailed lesson guides,
answer  keys ,  and
suggested  activities,
b u t  p a r e n t s  a r e
encouraged  to  bring
their  own  creativity
and  local  knowledge
into the mix. A parent
w h o  w o r k s  i n
construction  might
help a child understand
how  soil  composition

affects  building
foundations,  while  a
parent  who  enjoys
h i k i n g  c a n  s h a r e
firsthand  experiences
of  mountain  terrain.
T h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p
between the  academy
a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  i s
c e n t r a l  t o  t h e
philosophy  behind
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
Academy. The goal is
not simply to transmit
information,  but  to
foster curiosity, critical
thinking, and a lifelong
appreciation  for  the
natural  world.

Sample
Lesson:
The Life



Landforms Bridgeway Homeschool
Academy 11

11

Cycle of a
Mountain
To  i l l u s t ra te  how
Bridgeway  approaches
this subject, consider a
samp le  l esson  on
mountain  formation.
The lesson begins with
a  question:  “How  do
mountains  grow,  and
why do they eventually
wear down?” Students
w a t c h  a  s h o r t
a n i m a t e d  v i d e o
showing the collision of
tectonic  plates.  They
t h e n  u s e  g r a h a m
crackers  and  frosting
t o  s i m u l a t e  t h e
crumpling  of  Earth’s
c rus t .  Nex t ,  they
examine  photographs
of  the  Appalachian
Mountains  (old  and
rounded)  versus  the
Rockies  (young  and
jagged),  discussing
w h y  t h e y  l o o k
different.

The  lesson  concludes
with a journal entry in
which students predict
w h a t  t h e i r  l o c a l
landscape  might  look
like in a million years.
This  type  of  inquiry-
based  learning  is  a
h a l l m a r k  o f
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
A c a d e m y  a n d
demonstrates  how
even  a  single  lesson
can  integrate  science,
writing,  and  critical
thinking.

Building a
Broader
Understa
nding of
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the World
Landforms are not just
isolated features;  they
influence  climate,
settlement  patterns,
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d
culture. When students
l e a r n  t h r o u g h
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
Academy, they gain a
holistic  understanding
of  how  geography
shapes human history.
For  instance,  they
might  explore  why
early  c ivi l izat ions
developed  in  r iver
valleys,  how mountain
ranges  have  acted  as
natural barriers, or how
coastal  landforms
support  t rade  and
tourism.
T h i s  b r o a d e r
perspect ive  helps
students become more
i n f o r m e d  g l o b a l
citizens. They begin to

see the landscape not
just as a backdrop, but
as an active force that
interacts  with  human
life.  Such  insights  are
difficult  to  achieve
t h r o u g h  r o t e
memor izat ion  but
come  naturally  when
students are guided by
a  t h o u g h t f u l ,
integrated curriculum.

Conclusio
n
The study of landforms
is a rich and rewarding
entry  point  into  earth
s c i e n c e  a n d
geography.  Through
L a n d f o r m s
B r i d g e w a y
H o m e s c h o o l
Academy,  students
benefit  from  a  flexible,
comprehensive,  and
engaging  curriculum
that  b r ings  these
natural features to life.
B y  c o m b i n i n g
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structured lessons with
hands-on  activities,
digital  resources,  and
real-world  exploration,
Br idgeway  equips
young  learners  with
the  knowledge  and
ski l ls  they  need  to
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
dynamic  planet  they
call home. For families

s e e k i n g  a
h o m e s c h o o l i n g
program that balances
academic  rigor  with
personalized  learning,
the  integrat ion  of
landform  education
within  Bridgeway’s
offerings  represents  a
powerful  and  inspiring
choice.


