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INTRODUCTION:
THE POCKET
POWERHOUSE
THAT DEFIES
EXPECTATIONS

In an era dominated by
interchangeable  lens
s y s t e m s  a n d
s m a r t p h o n e
photography,  the
compact zoom camera
has  had  to  fight  for
relevance.  Yet,  every
so  often,  a  camera
emerges  that  reminds
us  why  a  dedicated
device  still  matters.

The  Panasonic  ZS100
(known  as  the  TZ100
outside North America)
is precisely that kind of
camera. It offers a rare
combination of a large
1 - i n c h  s e n s o r ,  a
versatile  10x  optical
zoom lens, and a truly
pocketable  body.  For
photographers  who
value  mobility  without
sacrificing  image
quality,  this  camera
presents  a  compelling
propos i t i on .  Th i s
P h o t o g r a p h e r s
G u i d e  T o  T h e
Panasonic Zs 100 Tz
100  w i l l  he lp  you
understand  what  this
camera can do, how to
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get  the  best  from  it,
a n d  w h e t h e r  i t
deserves  a  place  in
your  kit.

WHY THE 1-INCH
SENSOR MATTERS
FOR TRAVEL AND
STREET
PHOTOGRAPHY

At  the  heart  of  the
Panasonic  ZS100  /
TZ100  l ies  a  20.1-
megapixel  1-inch MOS
sensor.  This  is  the
same sensor size found
in  premium  compact
cameras like the Sony
RX100  ser ies.  The
significance  of  this
cannot  be  overstated.
Compared  to  the  tiny
sensors  in  typ ica l
superzoom cameras or
smartphones,  the  1-
inch  sensor  captures
significantly more light,
de l ivers  super io r
dynamic  range,  and
produces  images  with
noticeably better depth
of field control.  For the

travelling photographer
or  the  street  shooter,
this  means  usable
images  in  low  light,
cleaner shadows, and a
more professional look
straight  out  of  the
camera.
In this Photographers
G u i d e  T o  T h e
Panasonic Zs 100 Tz
100,  it  is  essential  to
h ighl ight  that  the
sensor  is  only  part  of
the  equat ion.  The
camera's Venus Engine
processor  works  in
t a n d e m  w i t h  t h e
senso r  to  de l i ve r
e x c e l l e n t  n o i s e
performance up to ISO
3200,  and  even  ISO
6400  is  usable  for
small  prints  or  social
media.  This  gives  you
the confidence to shoot
indoors, at dusk, or in
s h a d e d  u r b a n
environments  without
immediately  reaching
for  a  tripod.
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LENS AND ZOOM:
THE 10X OPTICAL
REACH THAT
CHANGES
EVERYTHING

The defining  feature  of
this camera is its lens.
It  offers  a  25-250mm
equivalent focal length
with an aperture range
of f/2.8 to f/5.9. At the
wide  end,  25mm  is
ideal  for  landscapes,
arch i tecture ,  and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p o r t r a i t s .  A t  t h e
telephoto end, 250mm
brings distant subjects
close, making it perfect
for  wi ldl i fe,  street
photography  from  a
d i s t a n c e ,  a n d
compression effects.
What  makes  this  lens
particularly  impressive
is  that  it  maintains  a
relatively fast aperture
at  the  wide  end.  At
f/2.8, you can achieve
a pleasing background
blur  for  portraits  and

low-light shots. As you
zoom in,  the  aperture
n a r r o w s ,  b u t  t h e
o p t i c a l  i m a g e
stabilization  (POWER
O . I . S . )  d o e s  a n
e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f
keeping  handheld
shots  sharp  at  slower
shutter speeds. This is
a  critical  point  in  any
P h o t o g r a p h e r s
G u i d e  T o  T h e
Panasonic Zs 100 Tz
1 0 0 :  t h e  l e n s  i s
remarkably  sharp
across the zoom range,
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n
stopped  down  slightly
to f/4 or f/5.6.

Optical
Image
Stabilisati
on: Your



4

4 Photographers Guide To The Panasonic
Zs 100 Tz 100

2026-06-10

Handheld
Safety

Net
Panasonic  has  a  long
history  of  excellent
image  stabilisation
technology,  and  the
ZS100 / TZ100 benefits
d i rect ly  f rom  th is
expertise.  The  5-axis
H y b r i d  O . I . S .
compensates for pitch,
yaw,  and  rotational
shake,  which  are  the
most common types of
camera  movement.  In
practice,  this  means
y o u  c a n  s h o o t  a t
shutter  speeds two to
three stops slower than
you  would  without
stabilisation.  For  a
compact camera with a
10x  zoom,  t h i s  i s
invaluable.  Whether
you  are  shooting  a
static  scene at  1/15th
of a second or trying to

keep a distant subject
steady at 250mm, the
stabilisation  system
inspires  confidence.

SHOOTING MODES
AND CREATIVE
CONTROL: FROM
AUTO TO MANUAL

One of the strengths of
the Panasonic ZS100 /
TZ100 is that it caters
to  a l l  sk i l l  leve ls .
Beginners  will  find  the
intelligent  Auto  (iA)
mode genuinely useful,
as  it  automatically
detects  scenes  and
optimises  settings.
More  exper ienced
photographers  will
appreciate  the  ful l
manual  control  offered
by  the  PASM  dial  on
the top plate. You have
Program,  Aperture
P r i o r i t y ,  Shu t te r
Priority,  and  Manual
modes,  all  accessible
instantly.
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Aperture
Priority
for Depth
of Field
G i v e n  t h e  1 - i n c h
s e n s o r ,  y o u  c a n
achieve  noticeable
background separation
at  f/2.8,  especially
when  the  subject  is
c l o s e  a n d  t h e
background  is  distant.
In  Aperture  Priority
mode, you control the
depth of field while the
c a m e r a  s e t s  t h e
shutter  speed.  This  is
ideal for portraits,  still
life,  and  detail  shots
where  you  want  the
subject to stand out.

Shutter

Priority
for Action
For  moving  subjects,
Shutter  Priority  mode
gives you control over
m o t i o n  b l u r .  T h e
camera can shoot at up
t o  1 / 2 0 0 0 t h  o f  a
second  (mechanical
shutter)  or  1/16000th
of a second (electronic
shutter).  This  is  fast
enough to freeze most
action,  from  children
playing  to  birds  in
flight.  The  electronic
shutter  also  operates
silently,  which  is  a
great  advantage  in
quiet environments like
m u s e u m s  o r
ceremonies.

Manual



6

6 Photographers Guide To The Panasonic
Zs 100 Tz 100

2026-06-10

Mode for
Full

Control
For  purists,  Manual
mode  is  where  the
camera  truly  shines.
You have direct access
to  aperture,  shutter
speed,  and  ISO,  and
the exposure meter is
clearly  visible  in  the
viewfinder  and  on  the
r e a r  s c r e e n .  T h e
control ring around the
lens can be customised
to  adjust  aperture,
zoom,  or  exposure
compensation,  making
manual  operation  fast
and  intuit ive.  This
P h o t o g r a p h e r s
G u i d e  T o  T h e
Panasonic Zs 100 Tz
100  recommends that
y o u  s p e n d  t i m e
c u s t o m i s i n g  t h e
function  buttons  and
the  control  r ing  to

match  your  shooting
style.

AUTOFOCUS
SYSTEM: SPEED
AND ACCURACY IN
A SMALL PACKAGE

The  autofocus  system
in the ZS100 /  TZ100
uses Panasonic's Depth
From  Defocus  (DFD)
technology,  which  is
also  found  in  their
la rger  M ic ro  Four
Thirds  cameras.  In
g o o d  l i g h t ,  t h e
autofocus  is  snappy
and  accurate.  It  locks
onto  subjects  quickly,
and the 49-area focus
system covers a large
portion  of  the  frame.
For stationary or slow-
moving  subjects,  the
autofocus  is  reliable
and  rarely  hunts.
In low light, the system
performs well  but  can
slow  down.  This  is
where the built-in focus
assist lamp helps, and
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y o u  c a n  a l s o  u s e
manual  focus  with
focus  peak ing  fo r
precise  control.  The
touchscreen allows you
to  tap  to  focus  and
s h o o t ,  w h i c h  i s
incredibly  convenient
for street photography
and  candid  moments.
F o r  a n y
P h o t o g r a p h e r s
G u i d e  T o  T h e
Panasonic Zs 100 Tz
100, the autofocus is a
definite  highlight,
especially  considering
the  camera's  compact
size and price point.

Continuo
us
Autofocus
and

Tracking
For  moving  subjects,
t h e  c o n t i n u o u s
autofocus  (AFC)  mode
is  adequate  but  not
class-leading.  It  works
bes t  f o r  sub jec t s
moving  predictably
across  the  frame.  For
erratic motion, such as
sports  or  wildlife,  you
may  encounter  some
focus lag. However, for
e v e r y d a y  u s e ,
including  children,
pets ,  and  genera l
travel  photography,
t h e  A F C  m o d e  i s
perfectly  usable.  The
camera also offers face
and  eye  detection,
which  works  well  for
portraits.

VIDEO
CAPABILITIES: 4K
IN YOUR POCKET

Photographers  who
also  shoot  video  will
find  a  lot  to  love.  The
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Panasonic  ZS100  /
TZ100  records  4K
video  at  30p  or  24p,
and  1080p  at  up  to
60p. The video quality
is excellent, with good
deta i l  and  co lou r
straight  out  of  the
c a m e r a .  T h e
stabilisation  system
works  in  video  mode,
s m o o t h i n g  o u t
handheld  footage
effectively.  The  ability
t o  z o o m  w h i l e
recording  adds  to  the
versatility, and the lens
is  quiet  enough  that
the  zoom  motor  is
barely  audible  on  the
audio track.

4K Photo
Mode: A
Photogra

pher's
Secret
Weapon
One of the most unique
features of this camera
is Panasonic's 4K Photo
mode. This allows you
to extract 8-megapixel
still  frames from a 4K
video  burst.  This  is
incredibly  useful  for
capturing  the  perfect
moment  in  ac t ion
sequences,  such  as  a
jumping child or a bird
taking  off.  You  press
the shutter halfway to
pre-record,  and  then
fully  to  capture  the
burst.  You  can  then
scrol l  through  the
frames  and  save  the
one that has the exact
timing  you  want.  This
i s  a  f e a t u r e  t h a t
separates the ZS100 /
TZ100  f rom  many
competitors  and  is  a
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key takeaway from this
P h o t o g r a p h e r s
G u i d e  T o  T h e
Panasonic Zs 100 Tz
100.

BUILD QUALITY,
HANDLING, AND
USER EXPERIENCE

The  camera  body  is
sol idly  built  with  a
metal  f rame  and  a
textured  gr ip  that
makes  it  comfortable
to  hold  despite  i ts
s m a l l  s i z e .  T h e
electronic  viewfinder
(EVF) is a 0.2-inch type
with 1.16 million dots.
It is not the largest or
most  detailed  EVF  on
the  market,  but  it  is
perfectly  usable  for
c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d
exposure  review  in
bright  sunlight.  The
rear  touchscreen  is  a
3-inch  LCD  with  1.04
million dots, and it tilts
u p w a r d s  b y  1 8 0
degrees  for  selfies  and
low-angle shots.

The  control  layout  is
well  thought  out.  The
top plate  features the
PASM  dial,  a  shutter
button  with  a  zoom
lever, and an exposure
compensation dial. The
r e a r  h a s  a
thumbwheel, a joystick
f o r  f o c u s  p o i n t
select ion,  and  the
usual array of playback
and menu buttons. The
menu  system  is  the
standard  Panasonic
interface,  which  is
log ica l  but  can  be
deep.  It  takes  some
time  to  learn  where
everything is, but once
you  do,  navigating
b e c o m e s  s e c o n d
n a t u r e .  T h i s
P h o t o g r a p h e r s
G u i d e  T o  T h e
Panasonic Zs 100 Tz
100 suggests that you
download  the  fu l l
manual  and spend an
afternoon exploring the
menus  to  unlock  the
camera's full potential.
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TIPS AND
TECHNIQUES FOR
GETTING THE BEST
RESULTS

To  truly  harness  the
capabil it ies  of  this
camera,  consider  the
following practical tips:

Use the control
ring: Assign the
lens control ring
to aperture or
exposure
compensation.
This makes
manual shooting
much faster.
Shoot in RAW:
The RAW files
from the 1-inch
sensor have
excellent
flexibility for
post-processing.
You can recover
highlights and
shadows
effectively.
Leverage the
stabilisation: In

low light, use
aperture priority
with auto ISO
and a minimum
shutter speed of
1/60th. The
stabilisation will
keep most shots
sharp.
Experiment
with 4K Photo:
Use this mode
for any scene
with motion. It
increases your
hit rate
dramatically.
Use the
electronic
shutter: The
silent shutter is
perfect for
discreet street
photography and
for avoiding
camera shake at
slow shutter
speeds.
Customise the
function
buttons: Assign
your most-used
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settings, such as
ISO, white
balance, and
focus mode, to
the Fn buttons
for instant
access.
Watch your
composition at
telephoto: At
250mm, the
camera is
sensitive to
camera shake.
Use a fast
shutter speed or
brace yourself
against a solid
surface.
Clean the lens
regularly: The
lens barrel
extends and
retracts, which
can attract dust.
Use a blower and
a microfiber cloth
to keep it clean.

IDEAL USE CASES:
WHO IS THIS

CAMERA FOR?

The Panasonic ZS100 /
T Z 1 0 0  i s  n o t  f o r
everyone,  but  fo r
specific use cases,  it  is
outstanding.

Travel
Photogra
phy
If  you  are  a  traveller
who wants one camera
t h a t  c a n  h a n d l e
landscapes,  portraits,
street  scenes,  and
details,  this  is  it.  The
2 5 - 2 5 0 m m  z o o m
covers  virtually  every
focal length you need,
and  the  pocketable
size means you never
leave  it  in  the  hotel.
Pair  it  with  a  small
pocket  tripod  for  long
exposures at night, and
you  have  a  complete
travel kit.
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Street
Photogra
phy
The  compact  s ize,
s i l en t  e l ec t ron i c
s h u t t e r ,  a n d
touchscreen make this
an  excellent  street
photography  camera.
You can shoot from the
hip,  use  the  ti lt ing
screen  for  discreet
compos i t ion ,  and

c a p t u r e  c a n d i d
moments  w i thout
drawing  attention.

Everyday
Carry
For photographers who
want to document daily
life, the ZS100 / TZ100
is  a  perfect  everyday
carry  camera.  It  fits  in
a  jacket  pocket  or  a
small  bag,  and  the
zoom range allows you
to


