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THE ENDURING
HYMN: EXPLORING
THE LYRICS FOR
THE BEAUTY OF
THE EARTH

There  are  cer ta in
hymns  that  transcend
their  original  purpose,
becoming  timeless
anthems  of  gratitude
and reverence. Among
these, "For the Beauty
of the Earth" stands as
a  rad iant  gem.  I ts
simple  yet  profound
lyrics  have been sung
in  churches,  schools,
a n d  h o m e s  f o r
generations.  When we
search for  Lyrics For

The  Beauty  Of  The
Earth ,  we  are  not
merely  looking  for
words  on  a  page;  we
are  seeking  a  poetic
e x p r e s s i o n  o f
thanksgiv ing  that
connects  us  to  the
natural  world,  to  our
communities, and to a
sense  of  the  divine.
This  art icle  delves
deep  into  the  history,
meaning, and enduring
appeal of this beloved
hymn,  exploring  why
its message remains so
vital today.

THE ORIGINS OF A
GRATITUDE
CLASSIC

To truly appreciate the
L y r i c s  F o r  T h e
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Beauty Of The Earth,
one  must  first
understand their origin.
The hymn was written
by  Folliott  Sandford
Pierpoint  (1835–1917),
an  English  poet  and
A n g l i c a n  c l e r i c .
Pierpoint  penned  the
poem,  originally  titled
"The  Sacrifice  of
Praise,"  in  1864.  He
was just  29 years  old
at  the  time,  and  the
story goes that he was
i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e
breathtaking  scenery
o f  t h e  E n g l i s h
countryside around his
h o m e  i n  B a t h ,
Somerset.  Walking
through  the  lush ,
ro l l ing  h i l ls  in  the
springtime,  he  was
moved to write a poem
of  pure,  unrestrained
thankfulness.
Init ial ly,  the  poem
c o n t a i n e d  e i g h t
stanzas,  though  most
modern hymnals use a
smaller  selection.  The

hymn  as  we  know  it
today is typically set to
t h e  t u n e  " D i x , "  a
melody  composed  by
Conrad Kocher in 1838,
w h i c h  w a s  l a t e r
adapted  for  this  text.
T h i s  p a i r i n g  o f
P ierpoint 's  poet ic
words  with  Kocher's
joyful,  flowing  melody
created a masterpiece
that  has  endured  for
over  150  years.  The
very  first  line,  "For  the
beauty  of  the  earth,"
sets a tone of universal
celebration.

A DEEP DIVE INTO
THE LYRICS

What makes the Lyrics
For  The  Beauty  Of
T h e  E a r t h  s o
universally appealing is
their  simplicity  and
their  inclusive  scope.
The hymn moves from
the macro to the micro,
from the natural world
to  the  human  heart.
Let's examine the most
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common verses.

Verse 1:
The
Natural
World

For the
beauty of
the earth,
For the
beauty of
the skies,
For the
love which
from our
birth
Over and
around us
lies,
Christ our
God, to
thee we
raise
This our
sacrifice of
praise.

The  opening  verse
immediately  grounds
us  in  the  phys ica l
world.  "The  beauty  of
the  earth"  and  "the
beauty  of  the  skies"
a r e  u n i v e r s a l
experiences.  They
don't  require  a  specific
religious  affiliation  to
be  appreciated.  The
lyrics  acknowledge  a
"love  which  from  our
birth over  and around
us  lies,"  suggesting  a
constant,  protective
presence.  The  final
couplet,  "Christ  our
God, to thee we raise
this  our  sacrifice  of
praise,"  frames  the
ent i re  song  as  an
offering.  The  word
"sacrifice"  is  key;  it
implies  that  giving
thanks is an intentional
act, a gift we choose to
offer.
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Verse 2:
The
Beauty of
the

Senses
For the
beauty of
each hour
Of the day
and of the
night,
Hill and
vale, and
tree and
flower,
Sun and
moon, and
stars of
light,
Christ our
God, to
thee we
raise
This our

sacrifice of
praise.

This verse expands the
gratitude  to  include
time itself. The "beauty
o f  each  hour"  i s  a
powerful  concept,
suggesting  that  there
is  beauty to be found
in every moment, both
in  the  activity  of  the
day and the stillness of
the night. The imagery
is concrete and tactile:
"hill and vale, and tree
and  flower."  This
specificity  helps  the
singer  visualize  the
creat ion  they  are
thanking their God for.
It is a complete picture
of the landscape, from
the  ground  to  the
heavens.

Verse 3:
The
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Beauty of
the
Human
Communi

ty
For the joy
of ear and
eye,
For the
heart and
mind's
delight,
For the
mystic
harmony
Linking
sense to
sound and
sight,
Christ our
God, to
thee we
raise
This our

sacrifice of
praise.

Here,  the  hymn  turns
inward, celebrating the
human capacity for joy
and  appreciation.  The
"joy  of  ear  and  eye"
acknowledges  the
senses  as  gifts.  The
p h r a s e  " m y s t i c
harmony linking sense
to sound and sight" is a
p o e t i c  w a y  o f
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e
experience  of  beauty
itself—that  moment
when what we see and
hear  resonates  within
us, creating a feeling of
profound  connection
and  delight.

Verse 4:
The
Beauty of
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Love and
Communi

ty
For the joy
of human
love,
Brother,
sister,
parent,
child,
Friends on
earth, and
friends
above,
For all
gentle
thoughts
and mild,
Christ our
God, to
thee we
raise
This our
sacrifice of
praise.

This  verse  is  crucial.

The  Lyrics  For  The
Beauty Of The Earth
are  not  just  about
l a n d s c a p e s  a n d
sunsets .  They  are
deeply  relat ional .
Pierpoint  extends  his
gratitude  to  include
"the  joy  o f  human
love."  He  lists  specific
relationships:  "brother,
sister,  parent,  child"
and "friends on earth,
and  friends  above."
This  last  phrase  is  a
touching nod to those
w h o  h a v e  p a s s e d
a w a y .  T h e  v e r s e
c e l e b r a t e s  t h e
g e n t l e n e s s  a n d
kindness  that  bind
peop le  toge the r ,
making  it  as  much  a
hymn  of  social  and
familial  gratitude  as
one  of  natural  beauty.

Verse 5:
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The
Ultimate
Source of

Beauty
For thy
church that
evermore
Lifteth holy
hands
above,
Offering up
on every
shore
Her pure
sacrifice of
love,
Christ our
God, to
thee we
raise
This our
sacrifice of
praise.

In this verse, the focus
s h i f t s  t o  t h e

community  of  faith.
T h e  " c h u r c h "  i s
dep ic ted  no t  as  a
bu i ld ing ,  but  as  a
global,  active  entity
that "lifteth holy hands
above" in worship. This
connects  the  personal
g r a t i t u d e  o f  t h e
individual singer to the
universal,  ongoing
praise  of  the  entire
Christian  community
across  the  world  and
throughout time.

THE HYMN'S
LITURGICAL AND
MUSICAL
SIGNIFICANCE

The  Lyrics  For  The
Beauty Of The Earth
are most often sung to
the tune "Dix," a name
d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e
German  composer
William H.  Monk,  who
named  i t  after  the
h y m n  " A s  w i t h
Gladness  Men  of  Old"
by  William  Chatterton
Dix.  The  melody  is
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characterized  by  its
lilting,  joyful  quality,
perfectly matching the
t e x t ' s  s p i r i t  o f
ce leb ra t i on .  I t  i s
typical ly  sung  in  a
7.7.7.7.7.7  meter,
w h i c h  g i v e s  i t  a
marching, yet graceful,
rhythm.
In  liturgical  settings,
this hymn is often used
during  Thanksgiving
serv ices ,  harvest
fest ivals,  and  as  a
general song of praise.
It  is  also  a  popular
choice  for  weddings,
particularly because of
its  verses  on  human
love  and  community.
Its  ecumenical  appeal
is strong; it appears in
nearly  every  major
hymnal,  from  Catholic
and  Protestant  to
Orthodox  and  non-
denominational.  The
hymn's  s t ruc tu re
makes it easy to learn
a n d  s i n g ,  w h i c h
contr ibutes  to  i t s

lasting  popularity  in
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l
worship.

MODERN
APPLICATIONS
AND EMOTIONAL
RESONANCE

Why  do  people  stil l
search  for  the  Lyrics
For  The  Beauty  Of
The Earth today? In a
world  that  often  feels
c h a o t i c  a n d
disconnected,  this
hymn offers  a  moment
o f  g round ing  and
perspective. It forces a
pause.  It  invites  the
singer  or  listener  to
look around and count
their  blessings,  both
large  and  small.

Environmental
Gratitude: For
many, the hymn
has taken on
new meaning as
an anthem of
environmental
stewardship. The
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lines praising
"the beauty of
the earth" and
"hill and vale,
and tree and
flower" resonate
deeply with
those concerned
about ecological
preservation. It is
a reminder that
the natural world
is a gift to be
cherished and
protected.
Mental Health
and Well-
being: The
practice of
gratitude is a
cornerstone of
positive
psychology.
Singing or
reading these
lyrics is a form of
mindfulness. It
helps shift focus
from anxieties
and worries to
the simple,
reliable beauties

of existence: the
sky, the seasons,
and the love of
family and
friends.
Intergeneratio
nal Connection:
The hymn is a
bridge between
generations.
Grandparents
may have sung it
in their youth,
and now they
sing it with their
grandchildren.
This shared
musical and
lyrical heritage
creates a
powerful sense
of continuity and
belonging.

INTERPRETING THE
"SACRIFICE OF
PRAISE"

The  central  refrain  of
the  Lyrics  For  The
Beauty Of The Earth
is  "This  our  sacrifice of
praise."  This  is  a  rich



10

10 Lyrics For The Beauty Of The
Earth

2024-05-28

theological concept. In
a n c i e n t  t i m e s ,
sacrifices  were
offerings  to  a  deity,
often  of  animals  or
grain. But the "sacrifice
of praise" is different. It
is  an  offering  of  the
heart  and  voice.  It  is
considered  a  sacrifice
because  it  requires
intentionality. When we
are tired, distracted, or
struggling,  offering
praise can be a difficult
but rewarding act. The
hymn suggests that no
m a t t e r  o u r
circumstances, we can
always  find  something
to be thankful for. This
a c t  o f  v o c a l i z i n g
gratitude, even when it
f ee l s  f o r ced ,  can
t r a n s f o r m  o u r
p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d
reconnect us with joy.

COMPARING
DIFFERENT
VERSIONS AND

STANZA
ARRANGEMENTS

While  the core  Lyrics
For  The  Beauty  Of
The  Earth  remain
consistent,  different
hymnals  often  include
different  verses.
Pierpoint's  original
p o e m  h a d  e i g h t
stanzas,  including  one
about the "church" and
o n e  a b o u t  t h e
"communion of saints."
Some modern versions
include a verse for the
church,  while  others
omit  it  to  focus  more
on  nature  and  the
family.  Some  newer
adaptations have even
attempted to use more
inclusive  language,
though  the  traditional
lyrics remain the most
widely recognized. This
flexibility  is  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
h y m n ' s  r o b u s t
foundation.  Its  central
message of gratitude is
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so powerful that it can
be tailored for different
contexts without losing
its essence.

THE HYMN IN
POPULAR CULTURE

Beyond  the  church
walls,  the  Lyrics  For
The  Beauty  Of  The
Earth  have  appeared
in  various  contexts.  It
has been recorded by
numerous  artists  in
genres  ranging  from
tradi t ional  chora l
a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o
contemporary folk and
even  instrumental
versions. It is a favorite
piece for school choirs
and  community  sings.
I t s  m e l o d y  i s
sometimes  used  as  a
tune  for  other  poems
due to its singable and
memorable  quality.
The  hymn's  presence
i n  t h e s e  d i v e r s e
settings proves that its
appeal  extends  far
beyond  strict  religious

observance;  it  is  a
cultural touchstone for
expressing  simple,
heartfelt  thanks.

WHY THIS HYMN
MATTERS NOW

In  an  age  of  instant
information and digital
noise, finding moments
of  quiet  reflection  is
more  important  than
ever.  The  Lyrics  For
The  Beauty  Of  The
Earth  offer a script  for
that  reflection.  They
a r e  a  v e r b a l
photograph of  all  that
is  good.  They  remind
us  to  look  up  at  the
sky,  to appreciate the
changing  seasons,  to
value the people in our
lives,  and  to  express
that  appreciation.  The
hymn is an antidote to
cynicism and a recipe
for  contentment.  It
teaches us that beauty
is  all  around  us,  and
our  response  to  i t
should be one of joyful,
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audible gratitude.

CONCLUSION

The  search  for  the
L y r i c s  F o r  T h e
Beauty Of The Earth
is more than a simple
query for a song text. It
is a search for a way to
art iculate  a  deep,
human  f ee l i ng  o f
thankfulness.  Folliott
P ie rpo in t ' s  19 th -
century  poem,  paired
with  Conrad  Kocher's
melody, has become a
timeless  vehicle  for
praise.  From  the  hills
and flowers to the love
of  family  and  friends,

the  hymn  covers  the
full  spectrum  of  our
blessings.  Its  simple,
repetitive  structure
makes it easy to learn,
whi le  i ts  profound
m e s s a g e  g i v e s  i t
lasting depth. Whether
s u n g  i n  a  g r a n d
cathedral ,  a  smal l
country  church,  or
quietly  at  home,  the
hymn performs a vital
function:  it  helps  us
remember  to  g ive
thanks  for  the  beauty
that  surrounds  us,
every  single  day.  It
remains  a  per fect
"sacrifice  of  praise"  for
the modern soul.


